
























(M.L.M.). Steve Hilty reports siskins abundant all spring with 50 seen as 
late as May 24. Floyd Lawhon reports record numbers at St. Joseph with as 
many as 500 a day at Krug Park. They were still present on May 29. 

The rarest finch by far this spring was a male Lazuli bunting on May 6, 
seen by John Hamilton near his home in northwest St. Joseph. Sparrows 
were late leaving or late arriving. Grasshopper sparrows were abundant at 
Charleston (J. Haw). They were late but numerous at St. Joseph (F.L.). 
A count of 42 LeConte's sparrows was made on two acres near Lowry City 
(S.H.). Bachman's sparrows were common near Salem after April 7 (D. 
Plank). A young Bachman's was out of the nest near Gravois Mills on 
May 30 (D.E.). 

Two Smith's longspurs were seen at the St. Charles Airport March 
20-23 (D.A.) and 30 Smith's were seen at Maryville on March 19 (D.E.). 
A lone chestnut-collared longspur was found near Maryvii!e on March 26 by 
David Easterla. 

K. A. Kathryn Arhos 
D. A. Dick Anderson 
D. E. David Easterla 
I. F. Irving Fay 

S. H. Steve Hilty 
F. L. Floyd Lawhon 
M. L. M. Mary Louise Myers 

Summer Survey - June 1 to August 15 
Compiled by Richard Anderson 

1147 Grenshaw Drive, St. Louis, Mo. 63137 

Cool, hot, cool would explain the summer temperatures. June was below 
normal, July much above normal and August returned to below normal. Mid- 
July broke many records for days over 100 degrees. We wondered what effect 
the heat had on the birds, but apparently it had more effect on the birders. 

The majority of breeding birds had their young out of the nest before 
the extreme heat arrived. Only late nesters (goldfinches, etc.) and second 
nestings could have been affected. l\1ost reporters indicated good numbers 
of young birds. 

Grebes through Waterfowl-Summer pied-billed grebes were noted at 
Squaw Creek (J.H.) and a few breeding pairs were noted at Moredock Lake, 
Illinois (D.A.). As many as 50 great blue herons were seen daily at Squaw 
Creek in late July and early August. Well over 100 were found at Gilbert 
Lake (near Grafton, Illinois). Immature little blue herons at Stump Lake 
(also near Grafton) increased to about 200 birds. This would indicate a 
good breeding to the south (perhaps southeast IVlissouri). Yellow-crowned 
night herons increased both in numbers and range. They were up at Big Oak 
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(J. Haw) and Grafton (S.V.) and up to 10 immatures a day were seen at 
Squaw Creek (J.H.). 

The eight adult cattle egrets seen on the Illinois levees in early summer 
were supplemented by additional adults and several young to bring the total 
to 24 birds, a high for the area. Least bitterns nested at Squaw Creek and 
at Moredock Lake. 

Out of season duck sightings at Squaw Creek included a green-winged 
teal on July 4, American widgeon on June 26, July 4, July 17, and a male 
lesser scaup on June 26, July 4 and July 10. Wood ducks apparently had a 
very good nesting season. This was reported true in Mississippi County (J. 
Haw), St. Louis County (E. Comfort et al) and close to 2000 were seen 
daily at Stump Lake (S.V., D.A., et al). 

Hawks through Terns-Mississippi kites again bred at Big Oak Tree 
State Park and north .of Charleston (J. Haw). A pair was noted in the levee 
area during summer. Bobwhites had an excellent year and many young pheas-
ants were noted at Squaw Creek (J.H.). A few common gallinules nested at 
Moredock Lake. 

Shorebirds returned early and in good numbers. Rarities were almost 
non-existant. Squaw Creek reports include a piping plover on July 31 and 
August 14 (F.L.), two willets on June 26, three marbled godwits on June 26 
and 60 stilt sandpipers on August 14. Short-billed dowitchers were seen 
with long-billeds on June 26 and July 24 by Lawhon and Hamilton. Eleven 
species were seen at St. Louis by mid-July. Creve Coeur Lake's gradual 
drying up provided excellent habitat until an early August rain flooded the 
mud flats. Wilson's phalaropes, a buff-breasted sandpiper, a turnstone and 
hundreds of commoner species had been observed there before the rains. The 
Grafton area produced most of the common species plus a willet on August 
19. Eight upland plovers, including birds of the year, indicate successful 
nesting at the St. Charles airport (E.C.). 

Doves through Crows-Doves had a good year. Cuckoos continued down. 
Roadrunner reports have increased, which leads us to believe that road-
runners have increased in Missouri. I Fay reports one near Boaz on June 15 
and another near Aldrich on June 23. Virginia 'Vhitman in a newspaper col-
umn tells of one seven miles from Tunnel Dam near the old Maple School. 
John Hamilton reports one in Taney County on July 31. His brother, C. D. 
Hamilton, saw two near Forsyth on August 14. Conservation Agent Harry 
Tankesley of Ozark County reported seeing 12 since May 17th. 

Raising chimney swifts has been proven possible. Dorothea and Norma 
Vogel of St. Louis were presented with three very young swifts, which had 
fallen out of this nest into the Vogel fireplace. After three weeks of very 
patient feeding, the three young were released and promptly flew off to join 
other swifts overhead. Western kingbirds continued to spread into the St. 
Joseph area (J.H.). Scissor-tailed flycatchers were seen feeding young near 
Clever on June 30 by Sherman Reid (I.F.). They were near Hurley on 
July 10 (I.F.). 

Fish crow populations in Mississippi County were about the same as 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Christmas Census in Missouri: 1965-1966 
By Steve Hanselmann 

Six years ago a record breaking Christmas Census was mimeographed 
and sent out with The Bluebird. It consisted of eight separate census efforts 
with 88 observers compiling a total of 98 species and 230,000 individuals. , 
The popularity of the Christmas Census in Missouri has been increasing 
steadily ever since. 

The result is another record breaking census this past year. Seventeen 
separate census efforts put at least 130 observers in the field this year. 
Through their combined efforts, 120 species were tabulated on count days 
with two more species being found during count week, but not on count days. 
Also, four additional identifiable races .were noted. The total of 120 species 
easily breaks the old record of 112 found in 1963-64. Also the previous high 
of fifteen counts was topped this year. Thus it is easy to see that the popu-
larity of the Christmas Census in Missouri has reached an all time high, and 
it is hoped that it will continue to rise. 

A total of 2,901,370 individual birds this year breaks the old record by 
a considerable margin. The high total is mainly due to large numbers of 
starlings and Icterids. An estimated 1,000,000 red-winged blackbirds were 
present at Squaw Creek, and a large roost of starlings, red-wings, grackles, 
and cowbirds at Springfield added considerably to the total. A huge roost of 
grackles was also apparent at Mingo. 

The average number of species per count was 62 as compared to the 
old record of 55 in 1962-63. The fact that no severe winter weather had 
occurred by count week in the state, and an apparent adequacy of food sup-
ply made it possible for many birds to remain in the state that normally 
would have been further south. The weather recorded the mildest in many 
years before and during count week. Temperatures varied from 22 to 68 
degrees, but were generally from the upper thirties to the lower fifties, show-
ing that it was quite mild. Except for the northwest part of the state where 
some traces of snow were present and some ice on still water was noted, most 
of the state had no snow or ice. The ground was generally unfrozen, and 
where it was frozen, it usually thawed during the daylight hours. The Grav-
ois Mills, :Maryville, Orchard Farm, and Sumner counts were hampered by 
precipitation in the form of rain. 

Last year at Mingo, the observers were disappointed when only 74 
species were tabulated. Even though it was the high count for the state, it 

EDITOR'S NoTE: Steve Hanselmann's comprehensive and well-prepared 
report deserves our appreciation; we will miss him during his sojourn at Iowa 
State University. It is our wish that this type of state-wide report be repeated 
for the 1966-6 7 Christmas censuses. If this is to be done, all census reports 
should be sent to the editor on or before March 15, 1967. 
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was felt that an easy potential for this count would be around 80. It was 
resolved to realize that goal this year. At lunch time on this year's count, 
everyone was amazed when the total of 85 was announced. By the end of the 
day, nine more species had been tabbed making an incredible total of 94! It 
certainly was not expected that this high a total could be accumulated. The 
fact that many of the observers had never been to Mingo before and that 
none of the observers had spent more than about seven or eight days birding 
in the area indicates that with good knowledge of the area, before hand scout-
ing, and mild weather conditions a really astronomical total could be achieved. 
It should be emphasized that the center of the count was shifted so that part 
of Lake Wappapello was within the circle. This added considerably to the 
total. 

In addition to being a record breaking census, this year was outstanding 
as far as rare species is concerned. Ten species were rare enough to warrant 
special mention. An amazing total of 24 common loons was recorded. This 
species is rarely found in Missouri in winter, and the presence of such high 
numbers is unprecedented. l\1ingo recorded an oldsquaw in addition to 11 of 
the loons. Also found at l\1ingo on Lake Wappapello was a red-breasted mer-
ganser, an extremely rare winter bird in Missouri. Two more of these rare mer-
gansers were found at Schell-Osage. The black vultures that have been winter-
ing at l\'Iingo are worthy of mention. Last year was the first year they were 
recorded, and they were again seen this year, but not on count day. 

Dave Easterla found four Bonaparte's gu11s at Gravois Mil1s during 
count period, an extremely good find. A saw-whet owl at Squaw Creek marks 
the first appearance of this species on a count in many years. An eastern 
phoebe at Potosi was an excellent find and was a second count record. Another 
very rare find was a short-billed marsh wren in a grassy field at Mingo. The 
bird was collected to preserve the record and is perhaps the second winter 
record of this species in Missouri. A specimen of a yellow palm warbler was 
taken on the Montrose count and probably constitutes the first winter record 
for Missouri. This subspecies is in itself very rare in Missouri, the more 
commonly occurring form being the western palm warbler. A Smith's longspur 
was another rarity from the Montrose count. Other unusual species were: 
eared grebe, blue-winged teal, golden eagle, greater prairie chicken, and vesper 
sparrow. 

Seven observers deserve special mention for their devoted participation 
in the counts. Dave Easterla set a marathon record for Missouri when he 
participated in seven. counts. Of the seven, he compiled four. Steven Hilty, 
his companion on a number of the counts, participated in five counts and 
compiled two. Steve Hanselrnann also was afield on five counts and compiled 
two. Kathryn Arhos was present on four counts and Dick Anderson, Bertha 
I\1assie, and Joel Massie showed up for three. Many observers were on two 
counts. These observers set a good example, and it is hoped that more ob-
servers will try to increase their participation. 

l\1issouri now ranks about fifteenth among all the states with respect to 
number of counts. This is very good coverage. However, there are still large 
areas of the state that are not covered, particularly the extreme south, the 
Ozarks, and the northeast. Map 1 shows the distribution of this year's counts. 
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Map 1. Distribution of 1965.66 Christmas Bird Count 

(1) Big Oak Tree State Park, Mo. (All points within a IS-mile diameter 
circle, center at the center of Section 36, T24N, R16E, Mississippi County, 
Mo., to include Big Oak Tree State Park, Ten Mile Pond, and Dorena; low 
fiat river delta-open fields and pastures 80%, deciduous woods 20%.) 
-James Haw, Jim Haw (compiler). 

(2) Columbia, Mo. (All points within a IS-mile diameter circle, center 
at Rockbridge school, to include areas to one mile morth of Columbia, one 
mile east of Harg, south to near Ashland, west to Missouri River; no habitat 
information submitted.)-!. C. Adams, Carol Eaglesfield, Bob Eastman, 
Kay Eastman, Flossie Entrikin, Bill Goodge, Lisle Jeffrey, Alice Jeffrey 
(compiler), Peg LaMaue, Joe Roller, Ruth Stone, Margaret Witt, Jim 
Wofford. 

(3) Gravois Mills, Mo. (All points within a !S-mile diameter circle, 
center at Gravois Mills; deciduous woods 60%, fields and pastures 20%, 
lake 19%, marsh !%.)-David Easterla (compiler), Steven Hilty. 

(4) Gray Summit, Mo. (All points within a !S-mile diameter circle, cen-
ter at intersection of Interstate Highway 44 and County Highway OO in Paci-
fic, :Missouri, to include the Missouri Botanical Garden Aboretum, Rockwoods 
Reservation, and portions of the Meramec and l\1issouri River bottoms; up-
land deciduous woods 40%, bottomland deciduous woods 2 S%, grassy fields 
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and pastures 20%, cultivated fields 10%, introduced coniferous groves S%.) 
-Steve Hauselmann (compiler), August Ulbrich. 

(S) Kansas City, Mo. (All points within a !S-mile diameter circle, cen-
ter in Argentine, to include Quivira Lake, Wyandotte County Lake, Shawnee-
Mission Lake, northwest end of Swope Park, and areas along l\!Iissouri River; 
deciduous wooded lakes 30%, fields 20%, riverbottoms 20%, deciduous 
wooded parks 20%, suburban 10%.)-Names of observers not submitted. Ted 
Anderson (compiler). 

(6) Maryville, Mo. (All points within a !S-mile diameter circle, center 
? No center or habitat data submitted.)-David Easterla (compiler), Ken-
neth Minter, Richard Rowlett, Jackie Schroeder, l\1rs. John Stuart, Larry 
Watkins. 

(7) Mingo National Wildlife Refuge, Mo. (All points within a 1S-mile 
diameter circle, center ? , to include Mingo National Wildlife Refuge, Duck 
Creek Conservation Area, and portions of Lake Wappapello; lakes and 
swamps 3S%, deciduous woods 30%, cultivated fields 25%, weedy fields 
10%.)----Kathryn Arhos, Bill Brush, David Easterla (compiler), Diane Eger, 
John Hamilton, Julie Hamilton, Steve Hanselmann, Lonnie Hassel, James 
Haw, Jim Haw, Steven Hilty, Sally Phillips, Dot Reger. 

(8) Montrose Lake Wildlife Area, Mo. (All points within a 15-mile di-
ameter circle, center lVIarshall Creek at Highway 52, to include Montrose 
Lake Wildlife Area, South Grand River southwest and southeast of Clinton, 
and farm and prairie land east of Deepwater, Mo.; fields and pastures 55%, 
deciduous brush and woods 20%. riverbottoms 15%, lakeshore 10%.)-J. 
Belshe, Dr. David Castaner, David Easterla, Harry Gregory, Steven Hilty 
(compiler), Beverly Waters, Linda Whittaker. 

(9) Orchard Farm. Mo. (All points within a !S-mile diameter circle, 
center Orchard Farm, to include areas on the Missouri side of the Missis-
sippi River; bottomlands and sloughs 75%, tilled fields 2S%.)-Dick Ander-
son, Kathryn Arhos, Paul Bauer, Alberta Bolinger, Bob Dwyer, Earl Com-
fort (compiler), Peg Feigley, Earl Hath, Joan Harper, Bertha Massie. Joel 
Massie, Lorli Nelson, Donald Holmes, Dave Rennecamp, Sally Vasse, Eugene 
Wilhelm, Jr. 

(10) Potosi, Mo. (All points within a !S-mile circle, center eight miles 
west of Potosi on :Missouri Highway 8 at intersection of County Highway 
AA, to include Sunnen Lake and Fourche-Renault Creek; upland deciduous 
woods 50%, mixed upland woods mostly oak-hickory with 20-50% short-
leaf pine 2 5%, bottomland deciduous woods 15%, grassy fields and pastures 
10%.)-Steve Hauselmann. 

(11) St. Joseph, Mo. (All points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 
at picnic area in Krug Park, to include Krug Park, Browning Lake, Lake 
Contrary, St. Joseph, and areas along Mitchell Avenue Road; fields and golf 
course 30%, deciduous woodlands 25%, water areas 25%, roadsides 15%, 
suburban 5%.)-Donnie Dick, Jim Dick, John Hamilton, Julie Hamilton, 
Floyd Lawhon (compiler), Pearl Lawhon. 
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(12) Schell-Osage Wildlife Area, Mo. (All points within a 15-mile diam-
eter circle, center at Taberville, l\1o., to include Tabervil1e prairie and Schell-
Osage Wildlife Area and short grass fields south of Taberville, Mo.; virgin 
prairie 40%, deciduous brush and woodland 25%, lakeshore and open water 
20%, fields and cultivated land 15%.)-David Easterla, Steven Hilty (com-
piler). 

(13) Springfield, Mo. (All points within a 15-mile diameter circle, cen-
ter at east city limits and Pythian, to include Lake Springfield, McDaniel 
and Fellows Lakes; lakeshore 40%, shrubby roadsides 25%, deciduous 
woods 10%, marshes 10%, fields 10%, suburban 5%.)-John Confer, Leon-
ard Confer, l\1ary Confer, Christine Fay, Nathan Fay (compiler), Donna 
Key, Jim Key, Clyde Johnson, Sherman Reid. 

(14) Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Mo. (All points within 
a 15-mile diameter circle, center Section 23, T 61 N, R 39 W (Squaw Creek 
Refuge) Holt County, Missouri; marsh and water areas 50%, open fields 
and crops 40%, deciduous woodlands 10%.)-Harold Burgess (compiler), 
David Easterla, Floyd Lawhon, Edwin Prather, Eric Prather, Richard Row-
lett, Larry Watkins. 

(15) Sumner, Mo. (All points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 
Sumner, to include Fountain Grove Wildlife Area, Swan Lake National Wild-
Jife Refuge, and the southern part of Pershing State Park; fields and pastures 
72%, deciduous woods 10%, open water 10%, marsh and prairie 8%.) 
-Steven Hilty, David Easterla (compiler), Mrs. Lee Fitchett, Janet Shy, 
Mrs. Joe J. Shy, Jr. 

(16) Trimble Waterfowl Area, Mo. (All points within a 15-mile di-
ameter circle, center Smithville, to -include Trimble Waterfowl Area; fields 
50%, deciduous woodland lakes 30%, deciduous wooded parks 20%.) 
-Elizabeth Cole, Dean Cole, Bob Lee, Jim Rising (compiler), John Rising. 

(17) Weldon Springs, Mo. (AII points within the boundaries of the 
August A. Busch Wildlife Area, center at area headquarters; second growth 
deciduous woods and brush 30%, mature deciduous woods 20%, weed-grown 
fields 20%, water areas 15%, cultivated fields 14%, introduced coniferous 
groves 1 %.)-Dick Anderson, Mitzi Anderson, Kathryn Arhos, Mr. Arm-
strong, Andy Bromet, Jim Comfort (compiler), Bob Dwyer, Steve Hansel-
mann, Donald Holmes, Jim Jackson, Ralph Laffey, Bertha Massie, Joel 
Massey, Winifred Meloy, Marge Self, Kay Stewart, Nancy Tapper, Sally 
Vasse. 

(See the following six pages for tabulations of birds observed on the 
seventeen Missouri counts.) 
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Christmas Census in Missouri 
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Tabulations for 1965-1966 
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Myrtle Warbler 2 36 2 * Palm Warbler l 
House Sparrow 7~ 443 29 75 847 720 137 97 
European Tree S arrow 
Eastern Meadowlark 70 66 21 5! 3 247 76 
Western Meadowlark 40 6tl 1 
Red-winged Blackbird 120 4 65 5 Boo 3503 59SO 
Rusty Blackbird 52 75 2 51 55 
Brewer s Blackbird 2 
Common Grackle 71 2 40 5 50000 2 
Brown-headed Cowbird 150 7 1 50 5 26 
Cardinal 41 335 235 125 181 78 303 113 
Pur le Finch 247 3 17 1 37 5 
Pine Siskin· 1 2 l 
American Goldfinch ll 175 l 28 244 32 202 no 
Rufous-sided Towhee 3 2 121 
.Spotted 
Savannah SpB:rrow ___ 7 
Leconte's Sparrow 5 17 10 
Vesper SParrow 
Slate-colored Junco 47 786 229 240 716 325 434 225 
Oregon Junco c * 1 
TreeS arrow ll 239 33 20 197 550 483 51 
Field S arrow 2 l 42 3 48 2 
Harris 1 Sparrow 15 5 68 3 
White-crowned Sparrow 1 17 3 15 l 37 5 
White-throated Sparrow 2 8 10 8 2 811 7 
Fox Sparrow 2 30 6 3 8 21 29 
Lincoln's Soarrow 1 l 
Swamp Sparrow 4 5 8 4 1 7 140 13 
Song Sparr ow 12 83 28 20 40 36 90 47 
Lapland Longspur 12 17 
Smith s Longspur 1 
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last year (J. Haw). Two fish crows were found on the Illinois levees on 
July 10. They gave evidence of protecting a nesting site (D.A.). 

Wrens through Finches-Carolina wrens were doing well at St. Joseph, 
but for the first time in years Bewick's wren was not recorded (J.H.). Nine-
teen Carolina wrens were counted within Big Oak Tree State Park on June 
19 (J. Haw). 

Most breeding warblers were reported about normal. Twelve species 
bred at Big Oak Tree State Park. Jim Haw reports worm-eating warblers 
there which disproves the theory that hills are absolutely necessary for this 
species' habitat. Hooded warblers were down at Big Oak Tree State Park 
with only one singing male sighted (Haw). Towhees and grasshopper spar-
rows were up in the Charleston area (Haw). Irving Fay reports blue gros-
beaks were heard singing often in the Ozark area. John Hamilton reports 
an adult male painted bunting near Forsyth on July 30. No song sparrows 
were recorded in St. Joseph this summer (F.L.). 

D. A. - Dick Anderson 
E. C. - Earl Comfort 
I. F. - Irving Fay 

J. H. - John Hamilton 
F. L. - Floyd Lawhon 
S. V. - Sally Vasse 

Those who attended our 1966 Annual Meeting may remember an inquis-
itive lady who jotted down bits of personal information she gathered by 
circulating among the tables during Sunday dinner. She happened to be Lee 
Mason, feature writer, whose illustrated article ''Bird Watchers Are a Rugged 
Breed," appeared in the Everyday Magazine of the St. Louis Post Dispatch 
on October 24, 1966. 

Our belated sympathies are extended to Mrs. F. L. Hagaman 
of Shawnee lVlission, Kansas. Her husband, F. L. Hagaman, a for-
mer president of The Audubon Society of Missouri, passed away 
on June 23, 1966. 
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·Pine Siskins Versus Purple Finches at Camp 
Towanyak - Shawnee, Kansas 

By Mary Louise and Jim Myers 

For the first time in 12 years of feeding and banding birds at Camp 
Towanyak in Johnson County, Kansas, we had a large flock of pin~ s.i~ldns 
descend upon us during the winter of 1965-66. They practically took over 
the entire place. In spite of their diminutive size, they managed to intimidate 
all other 11 regulars" by simply spreading their wings, lowering their heads, 
and glowering at the intruder, with perhaps a little half-lunge in his direction 
for good measure. Their bark was far worse than their bite. It was amusing 
'to see downy, hairy, and red-bellied woodpeckers retreat in haste from an ag-
gressor less than half their size. The purple finches, who with their powerful 
beaks could have taken chunks out of them, would spar for a few seconds with 
the spunky little scrappers, then give up. The only birds that refused to take 
their "sass" were the bluebirds. They enjoyed the suet mix too, and kept 
right on eating, trying to ignore the obnoxious little newcomers and occas-
sionally ducking their heads to dodge them as they buzzed around like flies. 

Our first siskins appeared in this area about November 20, and from 
then through December lOth we saw or heard them nearly every day in the 
treetops. Then they found the feeders. By February 16th, the flock had grown 
to a hundred or more, filling all the feeders, while the sunflower seed disap-
peared at an alarming rate. On this same date a dozen robins moved in, fol-
lowed on the 20th by several dozen more. As usual, they fought not only 
among themselves, but with all other birds as well. Robins in the winter are 

·downright bullies! On March 5th we banded 18 robins using little automatic 
individual traps baited with currents. Before the month was over 56 robins 
wore bracelets. 

On 1\1arch 17th we banded our first pine siskin - a new species for 
our records. By the 21st they were feeding· at -all feeders and on the ground 
beneath them. It was impossible to estimate hoW many there·· were, but the 
trees were literally alive with them. There mus.t have been several hundred. 
They ate mixed grain, millet, sunflower seed, peanuts, Cracked walnuts, suet 
and showed special fondness for our suet mix. Their long buzzy "shreee" 
note had always been familiar to us, but we hadn't r,ealized that" their song 
and chattering was so similar to that of the goldfinch. They even produced 
the "sweeet" notes that we had thought belonged to the goldfinch alone. They 
were so tame we could walk up to within a foot of them, putting our- faces 
almost next to theirs as they were feeding. It was a rare treat to see and 
study them at such close range: such tiny mites with their little pointed faces; 
weightless as a puff of air, as gentle a bird as we have ever handled. Purple 
finches will literally chew you up while being banded, but the siskins never 
made any attempt to bite or jab at our fingers. Unafraid and unruffled, they 
submitted to the banding without a sound. There was great variation in plum-
age, some being much more heavily streaked than others, some with virtually 
no yellow in wings or tail, and others with vivid yellow wing patches and basal 
tail feathers. Competition between siskins and purple finches was keen, but 
by April 12th the siskins had won the battle and every last finch had been 

-25-



crowded out. We managed to band 230 finches as well as 141 siskins dur-
ing March and early April. The siskin flock began thinning out about the 
lOth of May, with fewer each day until w.e saw our last one at the suet feeder 
the morning of May 22nd. In direct contrast to this year's invasion of siskins, 
is the 1965 record when not one siskin was seen at Towanyak all winter or 
spring. Siskins were abundant ail over this area in 1966 according to other 
reports. 

One lone goldfinch, drab and dull in his winter dr.ess, fed on millet, un-
noticed among the flocks of siskins and purple finches. He was trapped along 
with the others, banded and released. We re-trapped him many times after 
that, and even watched his dull feathers change to the vivid yellow and black 
of the adult male. He was another "first11 for our feeding station. 

Short-billed Marsh Wren, Pine Warbler, Palm Warbler 
and Savannah Sparrow Wintering in Missouri 

By David Easter/a 
Depa~tment of Biology, Northwest Missouri State College, Maryville 

On 28 December 1965, Steve Hilty and the writer flushed a Short-billed 
Marsh Wren (Cistotlzorus platensis stelloris) from an abandoned field of ex-
tensive grass cover, located about five miles southwest of Puxico, Stoddard 
County, l\1issouri, just south of Mingo National VYildlife Refuge. The bird 
was collected and preserved as a study skin (D.A.E. No. 1053) and was noted 
to be very fat (gonads destroyed by shot, sex not determined). This is ap-
parently the first winter specimen for :Missouri, and the A.O.U. Check-list 
(1957, p. 420) lists Tennessee (Reelfoot Lake) as the northernmost winter-
ing range for this species in the midwest. 

Several Missouri sight records exist. One bird was observed by a Christ-
mas Bird Count party at Columbia, Boone County, on 1 January 1963 
(1963, Aud. Field Notes, 17: 219). Henry Harford found one bird in a grassy 
slough on 21 December 1941 near Parkville, Platte County (1942, The 
Bluebird, 9:2). Wilhelm (1958, Birds of the St. Louis Area, St. Louis Audu-
bon Society, p. 27) mentions three wintering records (1938, 1947, 1953), but 
gives no specifics, and he does not differentiate the St. Louis, Illinois, from 
the St. Louis, l\1issouri, records. 

On 27 December 1965, S. Hilty and I found a group of at least four 
Pine Warblers (Dendroica pinus pinus) three miles west of Winona, Shannon 
County, IVIissouri. The group consisted of both adults and immatures and 
an adult male was collected and preserved as a study skin (D. A. E. No. 
1052). These birds were associated with a flock of several species (Eastern 
Bluebird, Cardinal, American Goldfinch, Slate-colored Junco, Tree Sparrow, 
Field Sparrow), and fed often on the ground in an ecotone edge of cut-over 
deciduous trees. Surprisingly, this flock did not visit nearby stands of Short-
leaf Pine during our two hour observation. Often the Pine Warblers went 
to the ground and fed with goldfinches, juncos and sparrows for many min-
utes before flying to nearby deciduouS- trees. I have not observed before this 
ground feeding behavior of the Pine Warbler as during the breeding season 
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(early June) I have visited this area several times and found the species 
only high in the pines. Apparently the pines are relatively sterile in available 
food during the winter for this species. During our observation a mixed flock 
(Downy Woodpecker, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, came out of a nearby 
pine grove and mixed momentarily with the other flock and then r.eturned to 
the pine stand, with the Pine Warblers failing to join this flock as it returned. 

This is the first wintering record of the Pine Warbler for :Missouri, al-
though one wintered in nearby Shawnee 1\!Iission, Johnson County, Kansas, 
one year ago (Easterla, 1965, The Condor, 67: 444-445). The A.O.U. Check-
list ( 1957, p. 501) records Arkansas and Tennessee as northernmost winter-
ing areas for the midwest. I suspect that this species has always sparingly 
wintered in the pine regions of southern Missouri, but regrettably no qualified 
individual has been present there during the winter for recording such an 
observation. Widmann ( 1907, A Preliminary Catalog of the Birds of Mis-
souri, Trans. of the Academy of Science of St. Louis, 17: 231) mentions that 
\Voodruff found Pine \Varblers on their breeding ground when he visited 
Grandin, Missouri, 8 March 1907. Bennitt (1932, Check-list of the Birds of 
Missouri, The Univ. of Mo. Studies, 7:55) lists the winter status of this 
species in l\!Iissouri as questionable. 

On 21 December 1965, Beverly Waters, S. Hilty and Easterla fonnd a 
Palm Warbler (Dendroica palmal"ttm hypoch,-ysea) six miles south of Clinton, 
Henry County:, Missouri, feeding on the ground at the edge of a woodland 
and pasture with other species (Eastern Bluebird, Bewick's Wren, Cardinal, 
Slate-colored Junco, Oregon Junco, Tree Sparrow). After several minutes of 
observation, the warbler was collected and preserved as a study skin (D. A. 
E. No. 1050, male, testes less than 1 mm, probably a juvenile as the skull 
was not completely ossified). 

No wintering records exist in Missouri for this species, and the A.O.U. 
Check-list (1957, p. 504) lists central Louisiana, northern Mississippi and 
Tennessee as the northern wintering limits for this subspecies. It is most 
surprising that the subspecies is hypochrysea (Yellow Palm Warbler; easily 
identified by the bright yellow breast and eye-line) rather than palmarum 
(\Vestern Palm Warbler), the latter being a common transient in Missouri. 
The Yellow Palm Warbler is rare or casual in Missouri during migration as 
it has been recorded only several times in the St. Louis area (1957, A.O.U. 
Check-list, p. 504) with this being one of the few, or perhaps the only speci-
men known for the state. 

On December 1965, Hilty and I studied at very close range a Savannah 
Sparrow (Passerculus sondwichensis) at Schell-Osage Wildlife l\Ianagement 
Area, Vernon County, Missouri. The bird was observed in a small tree and 
on the ground along the edge of a plowed field. The A.O.U. Check-list (1957, 
p. 587) lists Kansas, Arkansas and Tennessee as the northern wintering limit 
for this species. Other Missouri winter sight records exist for this species and 
following are some of them: three observed at Weldon Springs on 2 January 
1953 (Wilhelm, lee. cit.: 35); seven by S. Hilty at Montrose Lake Wildlife 
Area on 26 December 1963 (1964, Attd. Field Notes, 18: 242); six by Law-
hon and Hamilton at St. Joseph on 29 December 1963 ( 1964, Aud. Field 
Notes, 18: 243); five at Springfield on 21 December 1963 (same as last 
locality); two by Rising at Trimble Waterfowl Area on 24 December 1963 
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(1964, Aud. Field Notes, 18: 244); one at Weldon Springs on 29 December 
1963 (same as last locality); two at Mingo National Wildlife Refuge on 
30 December 1964 (1965, Aud, Field Notes, 19: 254); seven by S. Hansel-
mann at Duck Creek Wildlife Area on 28 December 1965 (pers, comm,), 

Although the mild December weather of 1965 may have been influential 
in causing the Palm Warbler and Short-billed Marsh Wren to linger, evidence 
suggests that the Pine Warbler and Savannah Sparrow winter every year in 
Missouri in limited numbers. 

A NEW FIELD GUIDE 
By Richard Anderson 

(Reprinted from Webster Groves Nature Notes) 
A new field guide published this year is "A Guide to Field Identifica-

tion, Birds of North America." The authors are Chandler S. Robbins, Bertell 
Brunn and Herbert S. Zim and the artist is Arthur Singer. 

As advertised in National Audubon Magazine, there are 340 pages with 
about 2,000 dra'\\rings showing 699 species. There are many fine features 
which we would like to review. 

On each double page the right side shows the birds (all in color), while 
the left side shows a range map, a sonogram and a brief text. The color 
plates are all good. Most birds are shown with some vegetation, etc., rather 
than a plain background. The individual birds are generally 507o larger 
than in Peterson's guide. It is a real pleasure to see both eastern and western 
birds on the same page. It also shows introduced species such as blue-gray 
tanager and red-whiskered bulbul, along with breeding birds. Regular and 
casual visitors are also shown. 

The ran.ge map includes breeding and winter range as well as migration 
routes. The range includes all of North America and we believe this is more 
effective than a word description. The sonogram was developed by Dr. Peter 
Kellogg of Cornell. This will help an experienced birder to remember or 
recall a song, but we wonder what good it would be to a beginner. 

Another good point is the flight pattern shown next to the perched view. 
This includes some songbirds as well as ducks, hawks, etc. In other words, 
everything available for a particular species is on one page. There's no 
turning pages to the text or a flight pattern. JVIany plates show a series of 
silhouettes of similar families. These are most helpful. 

There are seven additional plates which show ducks in flight, hawks in 
flight, shorebirds in winter plumage, immature gulls, warbler heads in 
spring plumage, fall warblers and the upper half of sparrows (very good). 
One possible point of argument is the use of color in all plates. As a Peterson 
man would argue, for some birds sefn at a distance such as ducks, gulls, etc., 
a black and white plate is sometimes better. 

It appears the authors attempted to combine the Peterson or Audubon 
guides into one compact book. We believe they did a remarkable job. The 
price of the guide is $2.95 in soft cover or $4.95 in a hard cover. This has 
to be the best bird book bargain available at this time. 
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