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Oditor's Comments

Ecology is not just for the birds. This may sound trite or corny, but
ecology is alse for people — all sorts of people. What T mean to emphasize
is that ecological problems, once considered o be exclusively matters of soil
and plants and animal life, are now scaring the wits out of most thinking
members of Homo sapiens. Evidence of this to nature enthusiasts is the fact
that Awudubon and other related magazines are no longer devoting most of
their pages to natural phenomena and aesthetic features. So we read and see
more about the pollution of Lake Erie, the garbage fills of San Francisco Bay,
the scourge of non-selective pesticides, the deathly film of oil tanker disasters,
and other blights in nature’s diminishing realm. It is all too bad, but the sense
of urgency now dominating such growing environmental problems is not in
any way escapable,

And what can we do?

For one thing, we can push our own brand of militancy for good conser-
vation laws, realizing that not doing so will surely yield our causes to down-
right destructive ones, We can also strive to educate, each in his own small
way, whether by leading a group of novice birders to new appreciation, or hy
teaching his own youngsters some good outdoor manners. But there is another
thing we might try to do, We might begin to realize that somehow our monu-
mental technology is no longer serving our real needs. Our civilization’s head-
long rush into automation, computorization, overpopulation and the conse-
quent devaluation of the individual could be slowed down and kept within
bounds if we conld keep the.problem in proper view and perspective. The
one clear mirror of sanity we have in such times is to look to nature’s world,
the real living world from whose realm we might learn that ecology is for all
living things, especially for you and me,

Tuz Bruesirp is the official publication of the Audubon Society of
Missouri. Articles, essays and reports on all phases of natural history and
conservation are welcomed and will be printed within limits of space avail-
able. Manuscripts should be typed, double-space, on one side of 8Xxi1
paper. Hlustrations should be in the form of glossy prints, 5x7 or larger,
or as original drawings. Send articles and other correspondence to the editor:
James P. Jackson, 105 Terry Lane, Washington, Mo. 63090.
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*PLANNING THE OZARK NATIONAL
SCENIC RIVERWAYS

By Spencer Jones

Salem, Missouri

The National Park Service is now moving to shape the Ozark National
Scenic Riverways in accordance with their “Master Plan.” It is the hope of
those who know this river area that professional management can sustain—
and even improve—the recreational qualities it has received from Mother
Nature. It is also hoped that good suggestions and constructive criticism will
be heeded and promptly acted upon, One can’t communicate with hundreds
of private owners of a river but the picture changes with public ownership.
Indeed, this is the “why” of such wide regional support in the creation of
the Riverways.

It may be impertinent to offer general suggestions, but three easily
stated aims merit the most careful attention. First, the clear pure water in
the Current and Jacks Fork rivers must be maintained; second, conditions
and views along the rivers must become increasingly natural; and third, con-
stan{ management must be directed against unnatural noise,

Though three state parks (Alley Spring, Big Spring and Round Spring)
are destined o be absorbed into the Riverways unit, there is very little being
said ahout Montauk Park. Tt is in a very key spot on the upper Current
River, In this connection there should be no move of the State Park Board
to enlarge this park down river. One only needs to look at state park manage-
ment to reach this conclusion. The river banks in Montauk Park have been
virtually manicured to accommodate campers, Such wholesale destruction of
the natural values has had no compensating gain. The change has been an
especial shock to an old faithful group, the trout fishermen,

The river below Montauk Park has the potential of a great trout stream
for a distance of eight beautiful miles. It has never been properly managed
for this purpose. The National Park Service should study this stretch of water
carefully. They could close off all roads to this eight miles of trout water and
compel visifors to hike or canoe into it. This would prohibit cars, scooters,
power hoats, jeeps and horses, No doubt this would be hard to do but it
would be the most economical management that could be imagined. More
important, it would greatly increase the natural values and guard them better
than any other arrangement. Beginning now, the National Park Service should
begin monitoring this Montauk Park area for water polution. Indeed, this
goes for the entire Riverways unit,

Perhaps it would be well to spell out potential noise, pollution and un-
natural factors in more detail. The “Annual Cross Country Trail Ride” peo-
ple like us too well, While their meeting lasts only a week their litter, animal
offings, flies and odors linger on for months, These riders visited us in 1966
600 strong. In 1967 their numbers totaled closer to 300. Riding parties of

*Reprinted from Missouri Chapter of Nature Conservancy Newsletter.
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idea is for those who own these river properties to form corporations to meet
various problems. Such corporations would thereby prevent cut-throat com-
petition, secure good financing and develop along sound economic lines. They
could aiso design tasteful buildings, pollution pure of course, and be far
ahead of any possible mandatory public zoning, An even more interesting ad-
vantage for such private groupings would be free legal, technical and design
assistance from specialists within the higher eschelons of the National Park
Service itself.

While public hunting is specifically written into the bill which created
the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, such other things as trapping and gig-
ging are not mentioned. Neither is unrestricted target plinking in and around
the rivers. These activities are going to create many problems and are there-
fore going to require regulations. This in turn will require exact agreements
between the Park Service and our Missouri Conservation Department. Such
cooperation will be taken for granted between these two agencies. Indeed,
their rapport should be such that special objectives become routine. For ex-
ample, if the eight mile stretch of the upper Current River (from Montauk
Park to Cedar Grove Crossing) is managed for trout fishing, canoeing and
hiking, why not prohibit the killing of the trout? This regulation has become
very popular in many streams with anglers over the nation. We ought to try
it; this is the way to get the good stories of the “big one” whether it got
away or not. In due time we certainly would have many big wild trout in
this most natural setting. We need such a contrast and sporting challenge to
complement the more artificial “put and take” trout fishing in Montauk and
other trout parks.

Two other special objectives can be explored by game management teams
for the Riverways area; we can fry to reintroduce otter and ruffed grouse.
These two game species would add something to the rivers which has been
long lost. They do need special conditions for propagation. Aren’t these con-
ditions attajnable with some minor cooperation with nature plus needed regu-
lations? If so, conservation minded people would be most favorably im-
pressed to see the reintroduction tried.

When the Riverways eventually becomes an official going concern it
might be well to charge bigger camping fees than for most National Park
camping areas. This would have two desirable effects; it would be better eco-
nomics for the agency and it would result in more private camping areas
being developed throughout this avea. In due time they would be offering
excellent facilities though their natural settings might not be as spectacular
as our present state parks, especially those with large flowing springs. To put
this another way, too many people have been spoiled by free camping (or
nearly free) but they aren’t so spoiled that they can’t adjust to changing
times.

If the interpretive centers deal faithfully with the last 100 years of our
Ozark history they will not neglect the “hushwhackers,” open range grazing,
patch farming and big timber operations. Those who set up these centers for
the Riverways will most certainly get excellent cooperation from local people
on this history. Many played their part in the historical past, a rich past
which ought to be correctly interpreted to complement our first National
Scenic Riverways.
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employed at the Refuge since it was established in 1937, Our pre-determined
route of travel covered about 20 miles of the Intracoastal Canal by boat, and
approximately 50 miles of roads, within the 47,261 acre Refuge, by pick-up.
A very small fraction of the Refuge is open to the public and those who wish
to see the whooping cranes usually pay to ride the privately-operated sight-
seeing boat along the Intracoastal Canal. They must be satisfied with views
of the cranes at ranges of several hundred yards. We were indeed fortunate
to have seen 28 of the whooping cranes at relatively close range while helping
with the annual census. We also saw approximately 500 sandhill cranes and
other interesting species such as reddish egret, Louisiana heron, white ibis,
roseate spoonbill, mottled duck, white-tailed hawk, caracara, snowy plover
and black skimmer. Alligators are still present in the Refuge and we also ob-

- served the native pig-like peccary or javelina. The refuge is plagued with an

over-population of whitetail deer, and wild turkeys are commonly seen.

We highly recommend southeast Texas for a mid-winter bird trip.

Missouri’s Summer Bobolinks

One of Missouri’s most fleeting, yet colorful bird transients, the hobo-
Iink, has been discovered nesting in the northwest part of the state, Following
is an excerpt from the careful notes of Larry Watkins for the summer of 1967:

“July 5 — On the Bell and Horton Farm, Charles R, Bell and T ob-
served three separate male bobolinks. In addition, two of the males were
seen with females. They appeared to be defending a nest. One pair was ob-
served feeding a young of the year . . . Other visits were made after July
5, but no bobolinks were observed. The habitat was destroyed one week to
ten days after observation by a farmer baling hay.”

This would seem to be an unusual discovery, but perhaps should not
be. With more good observers such as Larry Watkins in the northern part
of the state, we might learn of more such records.

Missouri Bird Banding

For the past two years your editor has been getting bird banding reports
from Mr. and Mrs. Fitzhugh Diggs of Hamburg, Towa, who do their banding
in extreme northwest Missouri. They do it on a large scale: 83 species and
3370 individual birds in 1966, 82 species and 2523 individuals in 1967.
Among the less common species they have banded during the two years are
pigeon hawk (1), saw-whet owl (2), yellow-bellied flycatcher (3), black-
throated blue warbler (1), pine warbler (1), Connecticut warbler (1), painted
bunting (1) and Lincoln’s warbler (39)!

It would no doubt interest readers of The Bluchird to learn of the Diggs’
alltime bird banding records — and their returns too — but it would also
be interesting to learn what other Missouri bird banders are doing. Your
editor would gladly hear from any and all Missouri bird banders, and to
make an annual report of their work in The Bluebird.

e







White pelicans are considered rare at Mingo, They likewise occur only spas-
modically at Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge, but two were seen there
this fall from October 10th through 19th (5.5.V.). Cormorants varied from
below normal at Table Rock (B.B.) to a high of 75 individuals recorded at
Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge in mid October (S.5.V.). The highest
number of cormorants in eight years was reported at St. Louis during Octo-
ber (D.A.} and this species was likewise numerous in the Squaw Creek and
St. Joseph areas (JIL.H.). '

As in the summer period, unusually uneven distribution of herons led to
widely varying regional reports. As many as 350 great hlues, for instance,
were using the Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge during the first half
of September (H.B.), while other areas reported them down in numbers. Six
- green herons were reported at Squaw Chreel between September Ist and 9th
(HL.B.) and the same number of common egrets was observed in this area
from September 1st through 28th. Despite a recent decline of this species in
the Mingo area, two common egrets were seen there as late as October 8&th
(J.E.T.). Reversing the normal proportion, black-crowned night herons ap-
peared slightly more numerous than yellow-crowns, though both were sparing-
ly observed during the period, A very late immature black-crowned night
heron was ohserved November 4th at Lake Contrary south of St. Joseph
(JL.H.). The conly American bittern sighting reported was at Squaw Creek
where one was present September 17th through the 28th (H.B.).

Water[owl —Waterfowl migration was typical in most areas and if any-
thing, a bit early in some. At Mingo, for instance, mallards, gadwall, pintail,
American widgeon and shovelers were present with the normal green-winged
and blue-winged teal during the first week in September, making them some
three weeks earlier than normal (J.E.T.). Few species of unusual interest
were recorded with one exception being two whistling swans mistakenly
killed by hunters in the Squaw Creek area in early November (H.B.). Over
100,000 Canada geese and 10,000 snows and blues were seen at Swan Lake,
Missouri, in mid October {D.A.} and Canadas peaked at Squaw Creek at
slightly over 8,000 individuals from October 22nd to 28th (H.B.). As usual,
astounding concentrations of snows and blues occurred at Squaw Creek where
as many as 172,000 were estimated the week of October 22nd to 28th (H.B.),
snow geese accounting for about 60% of this number. Five Ross’ geese were
teported by the same observer in the same area from November 5th through
the end of the month. The high number of white-fronted geese for the state
again appeared at Squaw Creek with some 200 individuals seen there through
most of October.

Wood ducks appeared down in almost all areas with the only sizeable
concentration reported at Squaw Creek where slightly over 400 were estimated
the week of September 10th through 16th (ELB.}, All species of diving ducks
were approximately normal to below with no unusual sightings reported. A
flock of canvasbacks was recorded on the Mississippi near St. Louis on
November 25th (D.A.). The high count of ring-necked ducks for the state
occurred around the first of November at Squaw Creek where 500 were es-
timated (H.B.). Small flocks of bufflehead were observed at Table Rock on
November 4th and 10th (B.B.) and were last reported for the area near
Shawnee, Kansas, November 23rd (E. & D.C.).
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Joseph on November 11th (J.L.H.), while the last lesser vellowlegs departed
the same area some three weeks before on October 22nd. Pectoral sandpipers
were the most numerous species of shorebird reported for fall migration and
a few remained in the St. Charles County area as late as November 25th
(JJE.C.). A late dunlin was reported from near Alton Dam on November
4th (J.E.C,) and .a short-billed dowitcher was definitely identified at Squaw
Creek on September 4th (JL.H.), As many as S0 stilt sandpipers were seen
at Sguaw Creck from September 17th through the 24th (H.B.} and three
western sandpipers were seen in the same area earlier on September 4th
(J.L.H.) in company with over 150 semipalmated sandpipers and a number of
other mixed shorebirds. A late sanderling was seen November 11th at Lake
Contrary (F.L.,J.L.H.). Two Wilson’s and two northern phalaropes were seen
at Squaw Creek September 17th through 24th (H.B.).

Herring gulls were down af St. Louis (D.A.) and unreported at Squaw
Creek, but ring-billed gulls and Franklin’s gulls appeared almost throughout
the state. Bonaparte’s gulls, if anything, were up with numercus individuals
seen in many areas, The high count, by far, was reported at Table Rock Lake
where more than 200 were reported through the end of November, despite
the fact that this species has not been seen in that area in previous years.
The real oddity in gull sightings, however, came from Swan Lake, Calhoun
County, [llinois, where a sabine’s gull was reported (S.5.V.) on September
28th. This individual appeared to be a second-year bird and was seen later
the same day by Dick Anderson and Paul Bauer. A lone Forster’s tern was
seen at Squaw Creek on September 10th (J.L.H.) and 20 least terns were
observed in the same area between September 19th and 23rd {H.B.). Caspian-
terns appeared normal throughout the state, but black terns apparently de-
parted earlier than normal with only one individual being seen through the
month of September at Squaw Creek before it disappeared on September
28th (H.B.).

Doves through Crows—Both yellow-billed and black-billed cuckoos re-
mained lower in number than usual through the first part of the fall season
and departed early.

Roadrunners were reported almost daily at Table Rock Lake (B.B.)
and almost as frequently at Forsyth, according to Alexander Hamilton, Sr,,
fide JLH.

Chimney swifts were last seen at St. Joseph on October 16th which is
a late departure time for this species, although the great bulk of the flocks
had moved through in mid and late September. Ruby-throated hummingbirds
were reported migrating in good numbers in the Charleston area in early Sep-
tember with a high of 40 seen in four hours on September 3rd {(J.H.). A late
individual was seen at Lake of the Ozarks on October 6th, flying slowly and
evidently in some distress (J.L.H.).

Yellow-shafted flickers coniinued in normal numbers through Fall, but
the only red-shafted flicker report for the state was by Lloyd Logan, fide
D.E., at Mt. Alverno on November 21st. Pileated woodpeckers continued to
gain in the southwestern part of the state and red-headed woodpeckers are
reported up for that area and St. Louis. Many young were noted in the latter
area {D.A.) and it appears they wintered in good numbers although the op-
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posite is true in northwest Missouri where they disappeared almost entirely
in. early October.

A late eastern kinghird was observed just south of Squaw Creek on Sep-
tember 24th (J.L.H.) and scissor-tailed flycatchers remained at Ozark, Mis-
souri, until October 14th (IN.F.), Olive-sided flycatchers were much more
commeon than usual through September 10th at Sf{. Joseph (F.L.). By far
the most interesting flycatcher record for the state, though, was the four
vermillion flycatchers discovered September 30th at Busch Wildlife Avea in
St. Charles County by Mr. and Mrs. Schaefer of Alton, Iilinois, fide D.A.
Many groups and individuals observed these birds, which included at least
one male, between the time of their discovery and November 19th, when the
last hird was seen.

An unusually late tree swallow at Lake Contrary, south of St. Joseph,
on November 4th evidently constitutes a new northwest Missouri record of
“this species for November (J.L.H.}. The St. Louis purple martin roost did
not peak at as high a figure as previously, but amounted to some 30,000 to
40,000 individuals by the end of August (D.A.).

C'kz'ckadees through Weaver Finches—Red-breasted nuthatches failed to
appear despite predictions to the contrary, and no sightings were recorded
for the Fall season. Brown creepers appeared in normal numbers.

Winter wren sighting reports were normal for northwest Missouri from
late October through the end of November, but this rather unobstrusive spe-
cies was not reported elsewhere, Carolina wrens continued to be numerous
according to all reporters who mentioned them, Both long-billed and short-
hilled marsh wrens were observed in the Creve Coeur Lake area near St.
Louis in mid September but short-bills had completely passed through the
Squaw Creek area by the end of August (F.L.).

Two late brown thrasher records were reported for November 12th just
south of Squaw Oreek (J.L.H.) and November 28th at St. Joseph (J.L.H.).
A lIate wood thrush sighting was reported at Lake of the Ozarks State Park
on Qctober 8th (J.I.H.), and a Swainson’s thrush was seen September 30th
at Columbia (E.B.E.). Golden-crowned and ruby-crowned kinglets appeared
in good number throughout the state. A mixed flock of some 30 individuals
of both species was reported from Columbia on September 23rd (E.B.E.).

Warbler migration, as mentioned, was early and generally disappointing.
Small waves, mostly of immatures, were reported for the St. Louis area on
September 2nd, 4th and 9th. Many localities reported seeing only two or
three warbler species during the entire migration period — for instance at
Table Rock only myrtle and prairie warblers were observed (B.B.). Consid-
erably more variety was recorded at Columbia where in early September Mrs.
Lisle Jeffrey had black and white warblers, golden-winged warblers, black-
throated green warblers, blackburnian warbler, chestnut-sided warbler and
American redstart at a birdbath, A late sighting of immature white-eyed
vireos was made at Lake of the Ozarks State Park on October 6th and 7th
(JLH.).

Bobolinks through Sparrows—By far the largest bobolink count for. the
state was made on September 10th a short distance north and west of Squaw



Creek where 500 or more were estimated by R, A, Brown and F. L. A western
meadowlark was Identified by song at Busch Wildlife Area on Ociober 18th
by Kathryn Arhos, fide J.E.C, Another was present at the St. Charles Airport
near St. Louis on November 4th. As usual, this species was by far the domi-
nant meadowlark in the late fall and winter season in western Missourl.

For the third straight year a blackbird roost of from some three to four
million hirds was reported from Mingo National Wildlife Refuge (J.E.T.).
This roost was predominately composed of red-winged hlackbirds and common
grackles with lesser numbers of rusty and Brewer’s blackbirds, cowbirds and
starlings. Another great grackle concentration occurred at Kirkwood, Missour,
mixed with robins {JE.C.).

Pine siskins were reported sparingly with a sighting at Busch Wildlife
Area on November 11th by Mary Wiese, fide J.E.C., two individuals seen at
Shawnee, Kansas, on November 18th (M.L.M.), and a small flock seen four
days later at Columbia (E.B.E.). No crosshills of either species were reported
for the period throughout the state. An unusual observation of a female (or
winfer male) lark bunting was made in the Platte-102 River bottoms east
of 8t. Joseph on September 16th (F.1.). A good flight of Le Conte’s sparrows
was noted in St. Louis {D.A.} although this species was missed complete-
ly in Northwest Missouri, On October 14th a rare sharp-tailed sparrow
was observed at Busch Wildlife Area (J.E.C.}, Clay-colored sparrows were
reported passing through the Table Rock Lake area in unusual numbers be-
tween September 2nd and 10tk (B.B.). A Smith’s longspur was cbserved at
St. Charles Airport on November 4th (D.A,),

D, A—Dick Anderson T. N. F.—Nathan Fay

B. B-—Bob Bright J. L. H.—John L. Hamilton

i, B,~Harold Burgess J. H—Jim Haw

E, & D. C.—Elizabeth and Dean Cole F. L.—Floyd Lawhon

J. E. C-——FEart Comfiort M. L. M.—Mary Louise Myers
J. M. D—Judson M. Dudley J. E. T—John E, Toll

D, E—Dave Easterla S. 8. V.—S5arah S, Vasse

E. B. E~Mrvs, Ezra B. Entrikin




