
THE· BLUEBIRD 
The Audubon Society of Missouri 

Vol. 37, No. l 

For those people who have been gleefully celebrating 
seeing the bird-of-the-year in the Rufous Hummingbird, 
or even White-winged Crossbills, they haven't been 
in contact with Dave Easterla lately. On the Christmas 
Census, December 20, at Maryville, Dave found a juvenile 
HERMIT WARBLER with kinglets and pine siskins in a 
pine grove. He was familiar with the species in Oregon, 
and immediately recognized it. To make sure there 
would be no doubt, he collected it (with his state and 
federal collecting permits), compared it with a series 
of skins of Black-throated Green warblers, and forwarded 
it to the u.s. National Museum for corroboration. It 
was easily identified by the grayish back (not greenish) 
and the yellow on the face continuing on top of the 
head with a few dark streaks. This is a state record, 
and outside of a couple of records in southern California 
apparently is the first winter record for the United 
States, according to Dick Banks at the National Museum. 

And if that waeren't enough to satisfy him, Dave 
went to Colombia over Christmas with Wally George and 
got two new records for the country, Marbled Godwit, and 
Yellow-throated Warbler, the last being lst record for 
the entire continent of South America. 

I saw a chickadee the other day. 

SPRING FIELD MEETING 
MAY 9-10 

February, 1970 

We have been promised Roadrunners, Prairie Warblers, 
Painted Buntings, and/or Meadowlarks at the spring White-crowned Sparrow
field meeting, May 9-10 in Southwest Missouri. Nathan 
Fay and Bob Bright are in charge. Headquarters is at 
Bob's place--BAXTER BOAT DOCK--four miles west of Lampe, Missouri, on county road H. 
There is a free camp ground nearby, and there are four motels (Cedar Haven, Little 
Indian, Sundown, and Shoreline). But May is busy and if you want motel reservations 
write early to the motel--all have address of P.O. Lampe, Mo., 65681. If you have 
questions, write Bob at the dock. Hope to have a big turn-out, to find some of the 
rarities for the rest of the state that creep up from the southwest. If Easterla 
comes, maybe we'll get an Emu or at least a Hoopoe. No brusiness to transact--purely 
b i r d i n g and pleasure. 

YOU CAN .TO E N C O U R A G E AND TO Do WHAT 
P a r t i c i p a t e IN 
AT ALL L o c a l

E n v i r o n m e n t a l TEACH-INS 
s c h o o l S t h i S S p r i ng .
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1969 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS REPORTS FROM STATE OF MISSOURI 
(AND ADJACENT KANSAS AND ILLINOIS) 

1 2 
Species Mary- Mont-

ville rose 

(Screech Owl) 
Great Horned Owl 1 2 
Barred Owl 1 
(Long-eared Owl) 
Belted Kingfisher 

Yellow-shafted Flicker J.3 127 
Pileated Woodpecker 3 
Red-bellied Woodpcker 11 26 
Red-headed Woodpecker 149 
Yellow-bellied Saps, 2 
Hairy Woodpecker 2 5 
Downy Woodpecker 2 1 27 
Horned Lark 154 17 
Blue Jay 23 120 
Common Crow 23 108 
Black-capped Chick. 53 bl 
Carolina Chickadee 
Tufted Titmouse 3 46 
White-br Nuthatch 6 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 10 
Brown Creeper 3 4 
Winter Wren 3 1 
Bewick's Wren 1 
Carolina Wren 4 

_Mockingbird 2 18 
Brown Thrasher * Robin 9 82 
Hermit Thrush 
Eastern Bluebird 61 
Golden-crowned K i n g l e t 12 4 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 
Cedar Waxwing * 7 
Loggerhead Shrike 3 14 
Starling 1400 273 
Myrtle Warbler 
Hermit Warbler 1 
House Sparrow 975 496 
European Tree Sparrow 
Meadowlark sp. 29 
Red-winged Blackbird 56 

255 
2900 

Rusty Blackbird * Common Grackle 3 87 
Brown-headedCowbird * 84 
Cardinal 37 346 
E v e n i n g Grosbeak 1 
Purple Finch * 7 
(Pine Grosbeak) 
Common Redpoll 30 

3 
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bl 
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1969 C h r i s t m a s BIRD CENSUS REPORTS FROM STATE OF MISSOURI 
(AND ADJACENT KANSAS AND ILLINOIS) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

FEBRUARY,l970 

8 9 10 

ville bia Oak Gray ' rose Orch, Weld-
Mary- Mont- Colum- Big S A I N T LOUIS 

North West' uth-
KANSASCITY 

11 
Pere 
Marq. 

Tree Summit Farm Busch e a s t KANSAS ILL, 

Eared Grebe 2 
Pied-billed Grebe 1 2 1 2 2 
Great Blue Heron 1 1 3 
Canada Goose 450 30 247 300 4o4 ll32 282 1525 
Snow Goose 6 252 1 1 712 
Blue Goose 9 411 2 2 1575 
Mallard * 60000 25 4 48 5542 387 1000 2587 19650 
Black Duck 21 4 1 613 
Gadwall 1 21 17 25 
Pintail * 12 7 2 62 
Green-winged Teal 7 12 20 
Blue-winged Teal 19 lO 
American Widgeon 6 1 22 Bo 5 
Shoveler 15 
Redhead 2 7 1 
Ring-necked Duck 1 ll7 
Canvasback 1 62 * 3 4 
Greater Scaup 1 
Lesser Scaup 3 9 30 6 242 
C o m m o nGoldeneye 3 34 44 3 398 
Bufflehead 18 7 
(Oldsq uaw) 4 
Ruddy Duck 1 2 1 4 
Hooded Merganser ll 5 1 
Common Merganser .. 3 1 18 2 6 9 4
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 4 
Cooper's Hawk 1 2 5 2 
Red-tailed Hawk 14 32 33 5 1 3 27 6 7 6 54 
(Krider's r-t) 1 1 
Harlan's Hawk 1 
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 1 
Rough-legged Hawk 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
Golden Eagle 4 
Bald Eagle 2 * 10 105 
Marsh Hawk 9 33 12 3 16 9 6 7 
Sparrow Hawk 2 10 20 5 8 5 6 1 2 1 20 
Bobwhite 131 32 65 8 ll 236 19 10 4 95 
Prairie Chicken 6 
Ring-necked Pheasant 1 1 3 
Amer.ican Coot 2 1 2 ll 4 
Killdeer 2 4 7 1 3 1 19 
American Woodcock 1 
Common Snipe 1 1 1 1 
(Glaucous Gull) 3 
Herring G u l l * 1 4 36 
Ring-billed Gull 9 330 31 1000 
Mourning Dove 29 134 44 153 12 346 103 31 39 4 336 
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AUDUBON SOCIETY OF MISSOURI 

1969 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS REPORTS FROM STATE OF MISSOURI 
(ANP ADJACENT KANSAS ANP ILLINOIS) 

l 
)'la.ry - 2 3 4 

Mont- Colum- Big 
5 6 7 

SAINT LOUIS 

FEBRUARY, 1970 

8 9 10 
KANSAS CITY 

11
Pere 

ville rose bia Oak Gray Orch. Weld- 'North South- W e s t Marq, 
Tree S u m m t Farm Busch east K a n s a s ILL, 

Pine Siskin 450 14 18 126 15 505 
American Goldfinch 69 133 358 42 46 64 3 4 7 15 184 32 24o 
Red Crossbill 31 2 
White-winged Crossb. l 
Rufous-sided Towhee l l 2 l 
Savannah Sparrow 16 1 
LaConte's Sparrow 6 
Slate-colored Junco 61 4 7 6 1112 75 ll9 112 1465 138 182 70 1510 
Oregon Junco l l 5 l 5 
T r e e Sparrow 3 4 2 115 541 15 17 235 873 131 4 9 8 52 658 
Field Sparrow ll l 47 2 17 26 2 31 
Harris ' Sparrow 26 ll l 22 188 
White-crowned Sp, 4 4 33 40 12 96 2 179 28 
White-throated Sp, l 8 18 6 13 3 28 3 l 41 
F o x Sparrow 36 2 3 3 6 24 4 2 
Song Sparrow 12 44 54 ll 10 46 4 1 4 46 92 4 191 
Swamp Sparrow 3 15 12 l 4 74 26 
Lapland Longspur lO 2 40 5 l 

TOTAL SPECIES 49 65 54 58 56 59 66 34 6 8 46 92 

TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 4083 66535 5851 17189 1922 10259 12367 2lo6 13774 3640 42266 
*species marked with asterisk were seen in area during census week, but not on 

designated day for the count taken. 

Can you answer the following questions? 
1. How many total birds were reported in Missouri (species)? __ _ 
2. Which species were seen in every .census area? _______ _ 

3. How many species were seen in only one census a r e a ?
4 . Which area circle reported the highest number of uniques?___ 4
5 . What were the most unusual birds seen? ___________ _ 

6. What were the species having highest total counts? (l) __ ___ _ 
(2) (3) (4) 

7• Did you participate in one of the counts? ----------

Further details on each area are as follows: 
(l) MARYVILLE, MO,, Dec. 20, 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; overcast; 15° to 23°, Wind 6 2-8 mph; 

9 8 %of water frozen, no snow cover. 5 observers in 2 parties; 18 party-hours ( lOf,8c); 
153 party-miles (l2f, 1 4 1 c David Easterla, compiler; Roger Mongold, Mark Robbins, 
Roger Rowlett, Drew Thate. 

(2) MONTROSE LAKE WILDLIFE AREA, MO. Dec. 20, 7 a.m. t o 5 p.m.; clear to cloudy; 20° to 30°; 
Wind S and W, 0-5 mph; all water open. 12 observers in 4- parties; 32 party-hours 
(l5f, l7c); 228 party-miles (l6f, 212c), J, F. Belshe, compiler; Rosalie Baker, 
Ronnie Bross, Dave Castaner, Jack Cramer, Ron Fox, Dwight Gates, Harry Gregory, 
Scot Kinsey, Jack Reynolds, Charles Rinne, Linda Whitaker 
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(3) COLUMBIA, MO; December 27. 23 observers in 6 parties. overcast to freezing rain; 
22° to 280, Wind E 8-15 mph; 2 inches snow cover, streams open. 45  1 /2 .party-hours 
( 2 1  1 / 2  f , 24 c); 358 party-miles (l8f, 340c). Alice Jeffrey, compiler. 

(4) BIG OAK TREE STATE PARK, MO. , with Ten Mile Pond, Dorena. 8 0 %open fields and 
pastures, 2 0 %deciduous woods, Dec. 24, 7 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Heavy overcast. 
28° to 31°; wind variable, 5-10 mph. sleet in p.m. Shallow saters frozen. 
3 observers in l party. 10 party-hours (5f, 5c); 8o party-miles (4f, 76c). 
Jim Haw, compiler; James Haw, Joseph Moore. (note: impassazble roads forced 
cancellation of Mingo National Wildlife Refuge count on Dec, 30, except for 
45 minutes yielding 10 birds and 8 species; Charleston had l hour of sunshine 
during the entire count week). 

(5) GRAY SUMMIT, MO., centering at Labadie, Mo, including Missouri and Meramec rivers, 
Union Electric plant lake, Mo. Botanical Gardens arboretum; 3 0 % upland deciduous 
woods, 3 5 % bottomland deciduous woods, 2 %evergreen woods, 3 0 %fields and pastues, 
2 %town and residential, 1 % rivers and lakes. Dec, 31, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Overcast; 25° to 30°; E 0-2 mph; impounded waters open; 3-7 inches snow cover. 
Two observers in nne party; 8.5 party-hours (7 1/2 f, 1  1 / 2 c ) 30 party-miles (8f, 22c). 
Donald R. Hays, compiler; Jack s. Hays. 

(6)0RCHARD FARM, Mo., along Missouri side of Mississippi River; 8 %bottomlands & sloughs, 
9 2 % tilled and farrow fields. Dec. 27, 7:30a.m. to 4:15p.m. ice-covered snow, 
river partly open, lakes frozen. 13 observers in 4 parties. 33 party-hours (28f, 5c); 
46 party-miles (3f, 43c). Earl Comfort, compiler; Kathryn Arhos, Paul Bauer, Doug 
Bauer, Mr. and Mrs, George Barker, Andy Bromet, Nick Fiorita, Steve Gast, Mr. and 
Mrs. Joel Massie, Dr. John Mullins, Bob Thomas, Mary Wiese, George Winter, Sally Vasse. 

(7) WELDON SPRING, MO., all points within August A. Busch Wildlife Area. Jan. l, 8-4:30; 
partly cloudy to snow flurries; 21° to 28°. Wind calm; 6 " snow on ground, lakes 
mostly frozen, streams open; 20 observers in 10 parties. 60 party-hours (54f, 6c); 
45 party-miles (4lf, 4c). Jim Comfort, compiler; Kathryn Arhos, George Barker, 
Terry Barker, Andy Bromet, Viola Buckholtz, Edgar Denison, Peg Feigley, Ralph Laffey, 
Bertha Massie, Joel Massie, Bob Meyer, Lillian Nagle, James Ruschill, Kay Stewart, 
Jack VanBenthuysen, Mary Weise. 

( 8 ) ,  ( 9 ) ( 1 0 ) KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI North of Missouri River; southeast including Lake 
Jacome and James A. Reed Wildlife Area; KANSAS SUBURBS including Shawnee Mission 
Lake. Dan Dougherty, compiler. 

(ll) Pere Marqauette State Park and p a r t s
6 a.m. to 5 p.m. overcast; 23° to 
rivers open. 76 observers in 10 to 
578 p a r t y - m i l e s (40f, 287c, 250a). 

of Mark Twain National Wildlife R e f u g e ; Dec. 20, 
30°, SE 5-lOmph; no snow cover, lakes 9 0 %frozen, 
14 parties. 90 party-hours (56f, 3lc, 2a); 
Sally Vasse, compiler. 
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RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRDS IN KANSAS: The December, 1969, issue of the Bulletin of the Kansas 
Ornithological Society carried a note on this species which appeared in southeast Mo. 
last summer for the first time. Max Thompson and Wallace Champeny reported a Rufous 
hummer in Sumner County, Kansas from August 15 to 21, 1969, and another different one 
28-30 August, as well as sightings believed to be this species in September, 1964, 
August, 1966, and August, 1968. It has been collected in Colorado in migration, and 
in Oklahoma. I wonder how many may be straying around here without being recognized, 
when the Missouri bird was noted only because it was next door to a top-notch birder 
(and unrecognized there for about a month, as I recall)--and the Kansas report gives 
5 observations in one town over a 6-year period. 

From Tucson, Arizona, comes the following: A hunter, questioned at a check station, 
replied he w a s n 1 / 2 t sbre what kind, but he had two big geese and ten ducks. The geese 
turned out to be common loons and the ducks were actually ten horned grebes, both 
protected by State and Federal laws. From the Judge, a $240.00 fine; from the warden, 
advice to purchase an identification book. 

G. J, Samuelson reports in the Webster Groves Nature Study Society report that they 
have had white-winged crossbill& since November 13, feeding in sweet gums and conifers 
and vis i t ing their goldfish bowL They have often been in company of numerous.pine 
s1skins. The first awareness came when two males thudded into the family room window, 
one dead but the other recovered and was released; they have had over a dozen at 
once, as close as 15 feet away, plus something like 150 birders visiting (no indication 
of birders smashing into the windows). 

Mrs. Edward M. Mason writes from St. Louis asking if members would be interested in 
sharing remarkable, unusuall, and "nutty" places wild birds build nests. She is 
especially interested in photographs of such nests, and is collecting material for 
a nature article. Preferably, she would like 5 x 7 glossy black and whites, and 
would expect to pay for the photo along with giving credit in the article to the 
p h o t o g r a p h e r Her address is 8410 Madeline Drive, St, Louis, Mo., 63114. 

Fall meeting of Audubon Society of Missouri may be held at Branson, Missouri, area 
in southwest part. But nothing definite yet for your calendar. 

AGAHHHHH!

After vainly searching the remotest corners 

of the country, scientists have concluded the 

United States ran out of clean air six years 

ago when pollution from California finally 

reached Flagstaff, Arizona. 

YOUR DOLLARS ARE NEEDED FOR A FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL BATTLE, 
Seldon have the Engineers embarked on a project more expensive, more destructive, and 

more useless than the Cross-Florida Barge Canal. For further details see the January '70 
issue of The Reader's Digest, which tells of "Rape on the Oklawaha". Florida Defenders 
of the Environment, P.O. Box 1 2 0 6 3 Gainesville, Fla., 32601, is fighting the canal, and 
has brought suit along with the Environmental Defense Fund. They need $50,000. If you can 
help, make check payable to Rachel Carson Fund, National Audubon Society, and mail to Florida. 
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W. G. DUNCAN 
519 Ridgewood Road 

Louisville, Kentucky 40207 

SHORE BIRDS ARE NOT FOR SHOOTING!! 

FEBRUARY, 1970 

Whenever a species of wildlife nears extinction there is the danger of somebody shooting 
one just to prove that it's still around. A biologist from the University of Louisville shoots 
Least Terns at the Falls of the Ohio, when these rare birds have eggs and young in the nest. 
The story reads as follows: 

AUGUST, 1968 

50 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 44 

Habitat and Nest o f l e a s t t e r n f a l l s o f o h i o j u l y 1 9 6 7

On the afternoon of July 11, we went to check the nest and found 
only one bird in the area; it was incubating the eggs. We watched 
intermittently for four hours and saw only one tern. We realized then 
that somethirig had happened to the heretofore attentive mate. Upon 
returning home, we learned that Kenneth P. Able had collected the mate 
that same morning. He had seen the flying tern and believing it to be an 
early arrival date for this species, collected it for the University of Lou-

isville's Biology Department. Later that morning he discovered the nest. 
He, too, was surprised to find this species nesting at the Falls. We hbped 
the bird would continue to incubate and raise the young, although we 
had our doubts. On July ]3 we could not find the tern. The eggs had 
not been attended for a number of hours. At this t i m e I collected the 
eggs and brought them to Burt L. Monroe, Sr. for his c o l l e c t i o n , ~  
FREDERICK W. STAMM, Louisville. 

We are sure these Biologists and Ornithologists wi l l not understand our attitude toward 
shooting rare birds. We remember that Audubon also shot shore birds at the Falls of the Ohio, 
in order to paint them. Ray Harm never shot a bird in his life. Biology is the SCIENCE OF 
LIFE and the education of these men in science OUGHT to be broad enough to enlighten 
them on what is happening to them and to the students with whom they work. 
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We suggest these Biologists read a bit of Albert Schweitzer, probably the g rea tes t
human figure of the Century. They could start with "OUT OF MY LIFE AND THOUGHT" 
obtainable in paper bock in the Universitr. Book Store. "REVERENCE FOR Ll FE" means 
all of life and NOT just human life. Wid animals and Birds, as everybody knows, are 
less brutal and sadistic than man, and far less inclined to murder their fellow beings. 

TO SIN BY SILENCE WHEN T H E Y
SHOULD PROTEST MAKES 

COWARDS OUT OF MEN. 

- A ~ R A H A M  LINCOLN 

P, S. It is devoutly to be hoped that these "collecting" Biologists do not locate that place 
in Texas where the few remaining Ivory Bills manage to survive! 

Mr. w. G. Duncan 
519 Ridgewood Rd. 
Louisville, Ky. 40207 

Dear Mr. Duncan: 

OldLymeConn. o637l 
Oct. 28, 1968 

I quite agree with your indignation about the collecting incident. 

I am a moderate in the matter of collecting and although I, myself, 
rarely collect I realize that some collecting can be useful, indeed 
necessary to science, education and even conservation when done 
judiciously. However, I seriously object when a biologist collects 
a bird w i th a very low local breeding population simply to confirm 
a record. This applies also to potential breeders or species that 
might be extending their range. Such pioneers are important and 
to nip things in the bud is wrong. 

lie know that a single television tower can wipe out thousands of 
birds in a night and that an ice storm, a perfectly natural 
phenomenon, has been known to wipe out a million birds of one 
species in a single night and that hurricanes, also natural, can 
eliminate birds wholesale--not to mention the birds' own form of 
birth control Which is territorial pressure of one male against 
another. Therefore, judicious collecting has no adverse conserva-
tion significance. However, collectiag of the sort th&t you take 
objection to and that I have outlined above aimpzy reflects in-
competence and irresponsibility on the part of the biologist who 
undertakes it. 

Sincere ly

Roge r  Pe te r son

Roger T. Peterson 
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WILD ANIMAL EXPERIENCES AT SUNNY RANCH 
by Burrell Pickering 

FEBRUARY, 1970 

Sunny Ranch in Warren County has been maintained as a Wildlife Refuge for many 
years with the habitat of food, water, shelter, protection, breeding area and living 
space for the wild creatures being constantly improved. Accordingly, we felt that 
we could enlarge on our care for the wild animals and the first of last year made an 
offer to the Animal Protective Association of Missouri on Hanley Road in Brentwood to 
bring such wild creatures taken in by them to Sunny Ranch and turn them loose in the 
wilds, 

Ruby assumed the chore of picking up the wild animals at the shelter, which were 
placed in sages and then put in her car for the journey to their new home. When Miss 
Shirley Seiler, Director of the Association phoned she had such animals on hand, the 
trip was made to get them. Many times during the past year, Ruby has driven home with 
both the back seat and front seat of the car loaded with cages and with raccoons, 
opossums, skunks, groundhogs and others for companions. 

The first trip was probably the h i g h l i g h t of the many, since the passengers were 
a full grown raccoon and a year old female coyote. We were told the coyote had been 
raised as a pet but had recently bitten the owner who then decided to get rid of her 
by giving her to the society. Since it was winter and she had never been out in the 
weather, we had to put this coyote in the workshop with the heat going day and night 
to condition her for the outdoors. After about ten days, with the weather moderating, 
we left the door of the shop open. She did not leave the area immediately but stayed 
around the house for the next two weeks, playing with our two collies during the day 
and sleeping in the leaves at the edge of the woods at night. But she g r a d u a l l y changed 
and became more nocturnal, sleeping most of the day and roaming at night. Quite a few 
times at 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning she would sit on the patio and howl, probably 
for the dogs to come out and play-- it is a chilling call at that time in the morning, 
Soon she started roaming afar and word spread through the neighborhod that we had a 
semi-tame coyote loose, Calls came from farms as far as a mile away inquiring if this 
was our coyote and always we asked them not to shoot her since there is a bounty on them. 

A year has passed, she is still alive and comes to the house almost every day 
either morning or evening for her meal. A number of Audubon Society members who have 
been at the ranch on her brief visits have seen her enjoy her meal. She is very tolerant 
of Ruby and will come quite close but of course no effort is made to pet her. Often 
when the collies are taken for a walk on the trails and she is around, she will tag 
along, We named her Lady when she first arrived and now she seems to answer to this 
name. 

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat ran an article on June 27, 1969, telling of nine 
half-grown striped skunks that had arrived at the Shelter and a picutre of Miss Seiler 
holding one. The next day they wee on their way to Sunny Ranch, a cautious and concerned 
ridefor Ruby. She was told by Miss Seiler not to get them excited or e l s e ! This one 
time, we left the collies in the garage while we carefully took them to a pond in the 
woods to turn them loose. When we opened the cage, they nonchalantly walked out, crawled 
over our feet, started exploring the surroundings a n d then wandered into the woods, We 
got some excellent pictures of them.

Another experience was bringing out two mother opossums each having nine young, 
This made a quick increase in the opossum population. Most opossums were quite docile 
but feigned defiance by snarling and showing their teetch, One did prove defiant and 
quite ill tempered and would jump across the cage and snarl. We never had any "play 
dead", When turned loose by a pond, they would immediately take to the water and are 
excellent swimmers. Most of the animals have been quite frightened and tried to hide 
in a corner of their cage, When turned loose, they would run a short distance, stop 
and then stare at us a few seconds as they could not believe they were free, 

One trip produced several raccoons, a gray squirrel and a groundhog. The latter 
was a large male, a little gray about the head so we concluded that he might be old and 
cranky. We cautioned the collies to stay on the trailer as we removed the cage to a 
safe distance to turn him loose, He quietly walked out a few feet from us, nibbled a plant 
and then sat on his haunch to munch it. Ruby started talking to him and he would look 
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up at her and respond with a series of low grunts. Then they started walking down the 
trail, side by side with Ruby talking to him and he stopping every few feet to look up 
at her and give several low friendly grunts. The walk and conversation was carried for 
some distance until the trail came to a clearing and he decided to amble off into the 
brush. Such a friendly fellow did indeed raise our respect the wild creatures. I would 
also like to mention a surprise to us at a later date when two half grown groundhogs 
were turned loose and promptly climbed nearby trees. We have a picture of one hanging 
on the side of a tree about fifteen feet from the ground, 

The gray squirrel previously mentioned was a baby recently weaned so could not be 
turned loose until more mature. He spent the next six weeks in a cage in our kitchen 
with daily romps about the house and often a ride on the back of one of the collies. 
We named him Rascal which proved to be a very appropriate name, He was quite messy 
leaving his droppings everywhere pills as we called them, As he grew older, he became 
quite restless, no doubt yearning for the outdoors. When we turned him loose in the 
woods where we knew there were other gray squirrels, he leaped on a nearby white oak 
tree, raced to the top and pranced from limb to limb vigorously shaking his tail, very 
happy to be f r e e

In this connection, I want to repeat what has been said many times by authorities--
IN THE LONG RUN YOU CAN'T SUCCESSFULLY TAME AND MAKE PETS OF WILD ANIMALS. As they grow 
to maturity, their character changes and by i n s t i n c t even though tame and friendly, they 
revert back to their wild state. As one specialist put it--if it survives disease and 
confinement, then on maturity a wild animal usually becomes just that, wild, 

One of the cutest animals was a half grown gray fox, a handsome fellow, scared to 
death and no doubt most happy when turned loose, just below the food plot. He dashed 
from the cage, ran a short distance, then stopped, turned and seemed to look at us with 
a sm\le as if in appreciation of his freedom, 

Probably the most intelligent was the raccoons. A female almost grown that had 
been raised at the Shelter by Miss Seiler from a baby on a bottle and had never been 
on the ground had to be kept in the garage for several weeks to condition her for the 
outdoors. The last two weeks, the door was left open so she could come and go as she 
wished, She was most playful and when you walked through the garage, she would dash 
from under a car and leap for your leg clasping her p a w s around it but never hurting you. 
She also liked to romp with the collies. She had the habit of s l ~ e p i n g  on the engine 
of the cars but when she chewed the wires and a mechanic had to be called to start the 
car, this pasttime had to be discouraged. One time during her stay, she did not eat for 
several days and thinking she might be sick, she was taken back to the Shelter for treat-
ment. The Veterinary shaid she might have had a slight cold or perhaps she was just 
lonesome. 

Another raccoon that came in July, a huge handsome male, was a perfect gentleman. 
He and Ruby wandered up and down the rows of grapes while she was photographing him and 
he showed no fright or great concern. He spent the next two weeks sleeping during the 
day in the trees near tQF old farm house. We f e d him almost daily on corn bread, sweet 
corn and sometimes watermelon. He was particularly fond of watermelon and would quickly 
scamper down the tree low enough so he could reach your hand. Then back up in the tree, 
he would enjoy this treat and not to lose any of the juice, he would tilt the head back 
while eating it. Another raccoon about half grown was so scared that when the cage was 
opened he raced for a nearby dead elm tree, climbed up about twenty feet and the loose 
bark gave way and he fell to the ground but on the fourth try m a ~ e  it to the top. Still 
another raccoon ran for a closeby tree, hung on it a few feet from the ground and then 
peered at us from first one side of the tree and then the other. After doing this several 
times, he scampered down the trail into deeper woods. 

From our many experiences, we have been able to learn at first hand something 
about the wild animals of the woods and we have been able to befriend them. For the 
past year, this has included 16 raccoons, 55 opossums, 5 groundhogs, l coyote, l gray 
squirrel, l gray fox, 4 snapping turtles, and nine stiped skunks -- all we hope are 
enjoying their new home. 
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Expert Of 55 Years Concerned That Birds 
Are Losing Out To Advancing Civilization 

By MARY HINKLE· 
A Special Correspondent of the 

P o s t  D i s p a t c h

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo., 
Jan. 6 - After 5 5 years of bird 
watching, Homer Bolen, c h a i r ~  
man of the Division of Sciences 
and Mathematics at Southeast 
Missouri State College, is con-
vinced that birds are not hold-
ing their own in an age of ad-
vancing civilizatiori. 

Insecticides are partly to 
blame, he' said, but he thinks 
that the main problem is one 
of alteration of habitat. "How 
serious this is in the long run 
remains to be seen," he said. 

Bolen came to the college 
faculty here in 1925 from Indi-
ana, where he was reared. He 
became a member of the Audu-
bon Society of Missouri when 
the organization was reactivat-
ed at Columbia in 1933. 

The next year he was named 
treasurer, a position he sti11 
holds The Missouri chapter has 
grown to a current membership 
of about 400 persons. 

The educator, born July 30, 
1901 near Shirley, Ind., recalls 
that his interest i n birds took 
firm roots when at the age of 
13 he attended a one-room 
school It was there that he 
helped to organize a chapter of 
the Liberty Bell Bird Club. 

"Where . we lived," he said, 
" a pair of bluebirds nested in 
the r o t t e d - o u t part of our barn-
yard gatepost. I was thrilled to 
he able to observe them so 
closely. It was my first exper-
ience at recording information. 

"1 kept an account of the 
dates that the eggs were layed 
and the dates they w e r e 

hatched. I found thal the books 
were right. There really wa.s a 
14-day incubation period." 

When a sophomore at Indiana 
University, Bolen took a course 
in orinthology and was made an 
assistant in the zoology depart-
ment. In this job he discovered 
a collection of bird skins. 
"I noted that many of the 

skins did not have identification 
tags," he said, "so I asked the 
head of the department for per-
mission to go over the collec-
tion. I was given the job as 
part of my duties as a zoology
assistant. I remember t h i n k i n g
'Imagine getting paid for th1s 

Homer Bolen 
w a r y about future of his hobby 

-I'd rather do it than eat.'" 
It was in his last year at the 

univeristy that Bolen got a per-
mit to band bi,rds. Bird band-ing, 
Bolen noted, was started by 
Jonh J. Audubon. In 1920 it 
was taken over by the Biologi-
cal Survey of the Department 
of Agriculture. The project is 
now a widespread activity· un-
der the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice. 

"Most birds are protected by 
law so you must have federal 
and state permits to do bird 
banding," Bolen said. "The 
government provides the alum-
minum bands, but the bander 
must furnish his own traps and 
bait." 

He explained that when a 
banded bird is found dead or 
injured, it is hoped that the 
Fish and W1ldlife Service will 
be contacted. The service, . in 
turn, contacts the bander. The 
bander keeps a full ·record aild 
at the end of the year makes a 

report to the service. In this 
way valuable information is 
gained about how birds live, 
thei·r migration and their life 
span. 

Bolen's first entry ·in his note-
book shows that he banded his 
first bird on March 3, 1925 in 
Indiana. He :banded 16 birds 
there before he left in May, 
1925. His next entry was a 
woodpecker flicker banded Oct. 
13 1925 in Cape Girardeau. 

Bolen estimates that he has 
banded nearly 10,000 birds 
t;ihrough the years. 

"That's not so many, though,"'
he said, ' because some pro-
fessionals band that many ,in a 
year." 

I n 1938, a tract of aand north 
of Cape Gi'l'ardeau was given
to the Audubon Society by 
Judge I. R. Kelso, a member 
of the Southeast Missouri State 
CoHege B o a r d of Regents. 
Bolen, through h i s acquaintance 

with Judge- Kelso, helped to 
work out an afirangement 
whereby the tract was leased 
by the college as a wildlife 
sanctuary. 

Paul Heye of the college bi-
ology department i s director of 
the I. R. K e 1 s o Wildlife 
Sanctuary. 

For several years Bolen has 
been interested in observing 
rare and endangered s p e c i e s
He sighted two vanishing spe-
cies, the great white heron and 
the Everglade kite, on a trip 
to. Florida. 

His big thrHI came in d e
cember, 1967 when he and Heye 
went to the Arkansas Wildlife 
Refuge on the coast of Texas .. 

" w e saw. 28 whooping cranes 
there, more. than half of the 
world's total,"· Bolen said. 

Bolen said that It doesn't re-
quire much· equipment to start 
bird-watching - j u s t a bird 
guide, a notebook and field 
glasses, 

He sug.gested, however, that 
the hird watching not b e taken 
up unless it brings pleasure. 

"A person shouldn't have to 
justify his hobby" he said, 
"just enjoy it. And that's what 
I do." 
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Environmental 
human race 

to 
• • 

problems 
the 

concern 
decade m upcommg 

Richard Dawson 
The 1970's have been forecast 

as the "Decade of the Environ
ment." In the 60's that most 
expansive and integrative of the 
sciences, Ecology, reached its in-
tellectual puberty, and the older 
more narrow disciplines became 
painfully aware of its asolescent 
demands and conceits. 

Now that Ecology has come of 
age, the pain has turned to fear 
that this young upstart is indeed . 
right in its view of man and 
his world-that the Biblical di-
rective to multiply and subdue 
the earth just might have been 
the expression of a pre-Freudian 
death wish. Or in the words of 
the marsupial philosopher, "We 
have met the enemy and he is us.'' 

Our medical advances have 
given an unprecedented level of 
death-Control around the world, 
a n d produced the malnourished 
population explosion that has 
overtaken the planet like a 
leukemia. 

We are seeing that a warfare 
of man against nature has pitted 
the brain of our earth's organism 
against its other organs, and the 
brain is nearing "victory" by 
destroying the kidneys ( p o l l u -

tion), lungs (reduction of oxy-
gen), liver (soil fertility), hor-
mones (homestatic "balance of 
nature"), truly a cancer-by-the-
brain.' 

A revolution in our treatment
of the earth-patient demands un-
derstanding and treating of the 
entire body's syndromes and not 
just a single organ's symptone. 
In our reborn youth we must 
be audacious enough to r e tu rn
to the Renaissance ideal of the 
whole m a n , to use specialist dis-
coveries only as data to feed 
into computers that will carry 
out electronic experiments and 
predict results without continu-
ing our malignant self-vivisec-
tion. 

Conservation of the earth has 
recently been given its most op-
erational definition-insuring t h e

maxinium variety of choices for_ 
mankind and its individual mem-
bers, for all time. The present 
students probably have the last 
chance to bring· about an inte-
gration of man and his environ-
ment, to use t he i r education tc 
persuade their brothers to stop
the population exPlosion, pro-
duce without pollution, to usc and 
re-use rather than consume re-
sources, to provide humane cities 
with daily opportunities to re-
charge our ages-old batteries b y
plugging into natural beauty, and 
to put human needs of the world 
society and the health of our en-
vironment above s h o r t - t e r m eco-
nomic gain or factional national-
ism. But the success of your 
fight for survival depends on your 

ability to learn ecology as thor-
oughly as the multiplication 
tables, to- dedicate yourselves to 
humanity rather than to worship 
t e c h n o l o g y t o trai:h yourselves 
to win the minds and emotions 
of the citizens of the planet as 
successfully as Madison Avenue 
has won the lungs of America's 
smokers, and to choose tactics 
carefully as each situation and 
society require. 

Can we survive? Will you win 
the greatest battle in so short 
a time? Can youthful idealism be 
anything but impractical? In the 
crisis we face today, t h e r eis no 
choice. As R. Buckminster Fuller 
has put it, "Utopia is the one 
reality of today." 
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Swal lows a t Chari ty Lake

b y
H a z e l & Fitzhugh D i g g s Hamburg Jowa 

FEBRUARY, 1979 

Jn 7968, when we took a g a r d e n club and an I s a a k Walton League group t o
t h e Charity Lake a r e a t o s t u d y n a t u r e we became awalle o f t h e v a s t po ten t ia l
o f fered t h e r e f o r b i r d s tudy and b a n d i n g W i t h t h e g a r d e n club i n early May we 
observed a few rough-winged swallows s k i m m i n g o v e r t h e lake-water f e e d i n gE a r l y
t h e nex t m o r n i n g we were back w i t h nets s e t up a t various p laces t o s e e i f we 
c o u l d n e t s o m e o f t h e s w a l l o w s f o r s t u d y i n g and pho tograph ing We banded and
photographed ten o f t h a t s p e c i e s N o o t h e r s p e c i e s of s w a l l o w s w e r e in evidence
throughou t thee s ummer

M i d - J u l y found us t h e r e w i t h t h e I s a a k W a l t o n s A t This t ime a f a m i l y o f
b l u e b i r d s w a s f r o l i c k i n g and feeding i n t h e p i c n i c area a s we w e r e e a t i n g T!ta:t 
d i d i t t h e s p a r k w a s k i n d l e d and t h e projec t w a s under w a y T h e following day
we captured t h e local b l u e b i r d s Throughout t h e s u m m e r and f a l l we frequented t h e
l a a r e a s o m e t i m e s t o watch and l i s t e n and other t i m e s t o band and p h o t o g r a p h
I n all we banded JJJ i n d i v i d u a l s o f 50 s p e c i e s t h a t y e a r

Charity Lake is a man-made l ak e in B r i c k y a r d Hil lNational W i l d l i f e a r e a
gettingits name from t h e fact t h a t a l l laboll, bulldozing and equipment w a s

d o n a t e d Th.e lake was s t o c k e d w i t h f i s h by t h e Game C o m m i s s i o n and t h e wooded
a r e a h a s been s t o c k e d w i t h w i l d t u r k e y The c u t s in t h e b l u f f t o make t h e !lOad 
a r o u n d t h e l a k e l e f t some ver t i ca l banks close t o t h e water t h a t were i d e a l f o r
s w a l l o w n e s t i n g

Jn 1968 in e a r l y J u n e we banded 198 bank swallows in Hamburg Iowa 10
m i l e s wes t o f us and one m i l e n o r t h o f the state l i n e w e a l s o
banded 6 4 bank s w a l l o w s one m i l e wes t o f r o c k p o r t m i s s o u r i which i s 1 4 m i l e s
s o u t h o f u s n o w i n early j u n e 1969 we banded 117 banks a thamburg and 91 banks
a t t h e rockck p o r t s i t e checking r e t u r n s a t t h e s ame t i m e

o u r / i r s t and only r e t u r n o f t h e rough-winged swallows banded t h e p r e v i o u s
y e a r w a s t aken a t Charity Lake May 22 1969 a t w h i c h t ime we banded a n o t h e r one
month l a t e r on j u n e 2), 1969 we w e r e s u r p r i s e d t o f i n d a colony o f swallows had
mover! i n a t char i ty l a k e and were n e s t i n g w e i m m e d i a t e l y s e t up a c o u p l e o f n e t s
and took 59 adul t b i r d s iile continued t o b a n d u n t i l a u g u s t 22 w h e n we banded o u r

l a s t 6 young s w a l l o w s t h e f o l l o w i n g morn ing t h e en t i re colony w a s g o n e t h e l a s t
few w e e k s m o s t o f t h e s w a l l o w s banded w e r e l oc a l s

d u r i n g t h e banding per iod a t charity we took -
8 )2 b a n k swallows

8 c l i f f swallows
64 r o ugh-winged swalows

7 T r e e swallow
a l l o f w h i c h nested i n t h e same bank



____ 
c h a r i t y lake

7. 
2
J. 
45
6
7. 
8
9

1 0
77. 
72. 
1 3
1 4
7 5
1 6
1 7
1 8

IJ: 
21, 
22. 
2]. 
2 4
25. 
2 6
2 7
28. 
2 9
3 0
31. 
32. 

b i r d b a n d i n gabulation

h a z e l & F itzhughd i g g shamburg iowa

Screech. Owl ---------------
be l ted k i n g f i s h e r ---------
red-bel l ied w o o d p e c k e r ----
downy w o o d p e c k e r ----------
g r e a t c r e s t e d F l y c a t c h e r --

acadian f l y c a t c h e r --------
t r a i l l ' s f l y c a t c h e r -------
l e a s t f l y c a t c h e r ----------
f astern wood ewee --------
olive-sided f l y c a t c h e r ----
t r e e s wallow --------------
bank swallow --------------
rough-winged Swallow ------
barn swallow --------------clif f swallow -------------
b lue j a y ------------------
black-capped chickadee ----
Tu f t e d t i t m o u s e -----------
white-breasted Nuthatch
house w r e n ----------------

w r e n -------------
atbird -------------------
r o w n t h r a s h e r ------------

wood t h r u s h ---------------
swainson 'st h r u s h
g r a y - c h e e k e d t h r u s h - - - ~ - - -
e a s t e r n bluebird
blue-gray g n a t c a t c h e r -----

1 
1 
1 
7 
1 

3
3
1 
1 

3
7 
1 

624
64 

1 

7
14 
3 
2 
3 
3 

30 
2 
4 
4 
2 
7 
2 

33· 34. 
35.· 
3 6
3 7
J8. 
39
4 1
4 2
4 3
4 4
4 5
4 6
4 7
4 8
4 9so. 
51. 
52. 
5 3
5 4
5 5
5 6
5 7
58. 
5 960. 
61. 
62. 

6 3

G o l d e n crowned k i n g l e t ----
r u b y - c r o w n e d k i n g l e t ------
yellow-throated v i r e o -----
red-eyed v i r e o ------------
orange-crowned w a r b l e r
nashvi l le w a r b l e r ---------
m a g n o l i aw a r b l e r ----------
myrt le w a r b l e r ------------
blackburnian w a r b l e r ------
ovenbird ------------------
N o r t h e r n w a t e r t h r u s h ------
louisiana w a t e r t h r u s h -----
kentucky w a r b l e r ----------
mourningw a r b l e r ...,---------
yellowthroat --------------
(anada w a r b l e r ------------
o r c h a r d or io le ------------
baltimore or io le ----------
brown-headed cowbird ------
~ ~ ~ i . ~ - ~ ~ ~ b ~ ~ - - - = = = =  
indigo bunting -----------
american g o l d i n c h --------
w h i t e - w i n g e d r crossbill
rufous-sided towhee e
spotted towhee w ---------
slate-colored junco -------
t r e e s p a r r o w --------------
f i e l d s p a r r o w
white- throated s p a r r o w ----
f o x s p a r r o w ---------------
s o n gsparrow --------------

1 
4 
2 
} 
1 
1 
1 
7 
1 
1 
7 
2 
4 
7 
2 
2 
2 
4 
1 

4o 
8 

10 
27 

1 
2 
1 
7 
7 
2 

18 
10 
2 

o t h e r species banded i n 7 968 
1 g r e e n h e r o n
2  saw-whet owl

1
2. 

3
4s. 
6
78
9

1 0
1 1
12. 
13. 

r ed-headed w o o d p e c k e r
robin
h e r m i t t h r u s h
T ennessee w a r b l e r

33 4
6. 

77 y ellow war b l e r
red-winged blackbird
s c a r l e t t a n a g e r

t o t a l species banded t o date
T otal i n d i v i d u a l s t o date 7298 

s u m m e r 7 a n a g e r
g r a s s h o p p e r s p a r r o w
ha r r i s ' sp a r r o w
l incoln' sparrow NOTE: The total 1969 Tabulation by the Diggs' 

was 2835 birds banded, 106 species, 
t o t a l species banded i n 1968 - 5 0 compared to their 1968 total o f 100 
t o t a l i n d i v i d u a l s banded in 1968 - 333 species, 2340 individuals (see b l u e b i r d

m a r c h 1969, p. ll) 
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Wil.A 40 man!! o/ ;/;h_e b.i.Ju:14, ;/;h_a;t h.ad been band.,_d J.n. 7Cj68 and 1969 a:.t flambW!.<) 
and 'Roch. Po.tt.:t1 .-Jh.ow.i.n.;J up a:.t CJuvLiJ.y Lahe, we decided J.n. m.id-;JuL!I io ch.ech. bo;/;h_ 
poi.nJA io 4ee i/ we CJJuLd ddet1.1!1ine ilte lteMOn. tl:t llambW!.<) we (nund mtMi o/ ;/;h_e 

colony ')One ex.cepi a / ew 4UMu1)leM - pa44ibly a /ew a.duLf.4 wiih. ;/;h_e l.Mi o (- ;/;h_e 

h.a:.tch.. Someone h.ad decided io wJ.oad Ai4 .-Jiable D.:t:te~t n.i.gJt1. unde~t :t.Ae ne.-J:f.J.ru; 
.-Jlie, nu.meltOU4 d<i').-J and ca:.t4 Welte pMwfu;; and climbin;; ;/;h_e beuth..-J. A.:t A1ck 'Po.tt.:t, 
;/;h_e nediin') beuth. wa4 Velt!f clo.-Je io a CJJmme~teial ca.:t.:tle feed lo.:t, wh.ich. a:.tiltac.:ted 
manfl iwU.-Je 4paNWw4 and ;/;h_e!l J.n. i:.Uitn weA.e cl.a.i...miru; ;/;h_e .-JwaLLow nM:f.J.ru; h.ole.-J f.o!t 
ih.e.Ut ne.-J:f.J.ru;.. .Some .:two-leg;}ed animalA h.ad pui bee~t can.-J J.n. .-Jome o / ih.e h.ole.-J and 
.-Jet ol/ /.bi.eCitackeM J.n. oih.eM. [oMeq,uenU!f ih.e CJJlon!f lef;t ih.a:.t loea.:tion. Will 
.-Juch. CJJmpe.:tliion a.:t bo;/;h_ place.-J ih.e a.duLf.4 eviden.:tl!f h.ad lef;t {o~t a new nM:f.J.ru; 
place, namel11 (h.cvUi:.!f Lahe be.:tween ih.e :two {o~tmelt loca.:tioM. One biltd banded a.:t 
flambUit') Wp.J lcde~t cap.:tU!ted a.:t 'Rock 'Po~t.:t and ~telea.-Jed on-Lu io be ne:t:ted a mon;/;h_ 
la.:telt a-t CJtcvU:I:.!fo 

TAe~te bein'j no evidence of rlW.:t=bance o1t d.L.-Jiltucilon a.:t CltcvU:I:.!f LM:t 
4wmnM, we a/I.e h.ope{ul ih.eil wilJ. ~teit.JAn /o~t ;/;h_e 4Wnmelt o/ 7 970 ih.a.:t we mm; CJJniinue 
o= .-J:tudu, 
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