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. THE BLUEBIRD AUDUBON SOCIETY OF MISSQURI
1969 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS REPORTS FROM STATE OF MISSOURI
{AND ADJACENT KANSAS AND ILLINOIS)
1 2 3 N 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Species Mary- Mont~- Colum=- Big SAINT LOUIS KANEAS CITY Pere
pe ville rose bia Oak Gray  Orch,  Weld- North South-, West~ Marq.
Tree Summit Farm Busch east |Kansas JLL,
(Screech Owl) _ 1 2
Great Horned Cwl 1l 2 1 2
Barred Oul 1 2 1 1l 3
(Long-eared Owl) #*
Belted Kingfisher by o2 1 3 1
Yellow=shafted Flicker 13 127 61 22 17 28 107 31 20 50 191
Pileated Woodpecker 3 6 2 5 1 11 26
Red-bellied Woodpcker 11 26 69 28 24 12 125 15 1k 17 207
Red-headed Woocdpecker 149 2 2 * 11 3 2 1ok
Yellow-bellied Saps. 2 2 Y b 1 2 2 15
“Hairy Woodpecker 2 5 15 1 3 I 22 In [ i 15
Downy Woodpecker 21 27 T 15 10 28 oL 12 17 22 202
Horpned Lark 154 17 112 75 2e5 418 13 2 37
Blue Jay 23 120 97 2l 12 5 71 33 63 56 146
Common Crow 23 108 138 11735 28 528 T 21 10045 15 504
Black=capped Chick. 53 61 T8 4 L& 153 51 85 L5 282
Carolina Chickadee 36 11 :
Tufted Titmouse 3 ho 60 17 8 24 118 25 24 18 205
White=br Nuthatch 6 17 4 1 11 19 N 1 59
Bed=breasted Nuthatch 10 2 1 1 5 11 2 3
Brown Creeper 3 N 1 3 T 3 1 T T 29
Winter Wren 3 1 1 L 1 1
Bewick's Wren 1 1
Carolina Wren I 24 12 5 3 22 6 2 5 52
Mockingbird 2 18 28 13 9 'g 37 3 19 11 25
Brown Thrasher * 2 1l I
Robin 9 &2 11 127 6 3331 1 10 5 176
Hermit Thrush 1 L 1 2
Eastern Bluebird 61 T2 5 18 9 22 16 23
Golden~crowned Kinglet 12 L 5 2 1 18 b 2 1 6 45
Ruby~crowned Kinglet 1 b 1 2
Cedar Waxwing * T 30 4 T 23 12 ol
Loggerhead Shrike 3 1k b 5 3 2 6
Starling 1400 273 607 1500 26 254 328 887 301 277 1229
‘Myrtle Warbler 8 14 3 1 1
Hermit Warbler 1 :
. House Sparrow 975 496 360 371 11 263 136 380 1325 200 2111
Eurcopean Tree Sparrow 29 2 110
Meadowlark sp. 29 255 16 36 5 297 123 83 28 106
Red-winged Blackbird 56 2900 516 315 262 Lo  Lséh
Rusty Blackbird * 6 25 31 100
Common Grackle 3 87 19h4 38 826 b 255
Brown-headedCowbird * 8l 2 26
Cardinal 37 36 502 86 89 171 heT 116 113 52 TT4
Evening Grosheak 1
Purple Finch * T 98 4s 136 2 11 13
(Pine Grosbeak) 3
Common Redpoll 30 i
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1969 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS REPORTS FROM STATE OF MISSOURI
(AND ADJACENT KANSAS AND ILLINOIS)
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 g 10 11
Mary- Mont- Colum- Big BA LOU. KAN CITY Pere
ville rose bia Qak Gray Orch. Weld- North uth=-, West Marqg.
Tree Summit Farm Busch east |KANSAS ]JLL,
Eared Orebe 2
Pied~billed Grebe 1 2 1 2 2
Great Blue Heron 1 1 3
Canada Goose 450 30 247 300 bobh 1132 282 1525
Snow Goose 6 252 1 1 732
Blue Goose 9 411 2 2 1575
Mallard * 60000 25 b 48 5542 387 1000 2587 19650
Black Duck 21 b 1 613
Gadwall 1 21 17 25
Pintail * 12 T 2 62
Green-vwinged Teal 7 12 20
Blue-winged Teal 19 10
American Widgeon 6 1 22 8o 5
Shoveler 15
Redhead 2 T 1
Ring«~necked Duck -1 117
Canvasback 1 62 * 3 4
Greater Scaup 1
Lesser Scaup 3 9 30 & 242
Cormon Goldeneye 3 34 ' hi 3 398
Bufflehead 18 T
(Clasq uaw) i
Ruddy Duck 1 2 1 by
Hooded Merganser 11 5 1
Common Merganser 23 1 18 2 69k
Sharp-shinned Hawk 1 1 k
Cooper's Hawk 1 2 5 2
Red-tailed Hswk 1k 32 33 5 -1 3 27 6 T 6 54
(Krider's r-t)} . 1 1
Harlan's Hawk 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 1 1 1
Rough~legged Hawk 1 1 1 1l 1 1 1 1
Golden Eagle 4 '
Bald Eagle 2 * 10 105
Marsh Hawk g 33 12 3 16 9 6 T
Sparrow Hawk 2 10 20 5 8 5 6 1 2 1 20
Bobwhite 131 32 65 8 11 236 19 10 b 95
Prairie Chicken 6
Ring~necked Pheasant 1 1 3
American Coot 2 1 2 11 b
Killdeer 2 N 7 1 3 1 19
Aumerican. Woodcock 1
Common Snipe B 1 1 1
( Glaucous Gull) ' 3
Herring Gull * 1 4 36
Ring-billed Gull 9 330 31 1000
Mourning Dove 29 134 L 153 12 346 103 31 39 b 336
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1969 CHRISTMAS BIRD CENSUS REPORTS FROM STATE OF MISSOURI
(AND ADJACENT KANSAS AND ILLINOIS)

Species 1 2 3 b 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

Mary- Mont- Colum- Big SAINT LOUIS ’MEH Pere
ville rose bis Oak Qray Orch. Weld= North South-| Wes Marg.
' Tree Suwmmt Farm Busch east |[KANSAS ILL.
Pine Siskin 450 1h 18 126 15 505
American Goldfinch 69 133 358 42 L6 6l 347 15 184 32 2ho
Red Crossbill 31 2
White-winged Crossb. 1
Rufous-gided Towhee . 1 1 2 1
Savannah Sparrow 16 \ 1
LaConte's Sparrow 6 ‘
Slate=colored Junco 61 76 1112 15 119 112 1465 138 182 70 1510
Oregon Junco 1 1 ' 5 1 5
Tree Sparrow 342 115 541 15 17 235 873 131 408 52 658
Field Sparrow 11 1 47 2 17 26 2 31
Harris' Sparrow 26 1l 1 22 188
White-crowned Sp. Wiy 33 Lo 12 96 2 179 28
White-throated Sp. 1 8 18 6 13 3 28 3 1 &l
Fox Sparrow 36 2 3 3 [ 2l k 2
Song Sparrow 12 4y 5 11 10 L6 Lk L6 92 b 191
Swamp Sparrow 3 15 12 1 Iy h 26
ELapland Longspur 10 2 4o 5 1
TOTAL SPECIES s} 65 54 58 56 59 66 3k 68 L6 92
TOTAL INDIVIDUALS 4083 66535 5851 17189 1922 10259 12367 2106 13774 3640 42266

*species marked with asberisk wre seen in area during census week, but not on
designated day for the count tsken. ,

Can you ansvwer the following questions? ®
1. How many total birds were reported in Missouri (species)? "
2. Which species were seen in every .census areal g%@D C@

3. How many species were seen in only one census area?
4, Which area circle reported the highest number of unigues?
5. What were the most unusual bilrds seen?

6. What were the species having highest total counts? (1)
(2) (3) (&)
7. Did you participate in one of the counts?

Further details on each ares are as follows:

(1) MARYVILLE, MO,, Dec. 20, 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; overcast; 15° to 23°, Wind & 2-8 mph;
98% of water frozen, no snow cover. 5 observers in 2 parties; 18 party-hours { 10f,8¢c);
153 party-miles (12f, l4lc). David Easterla, compiler; Roger Mongold, Mark Robbins,
Roger Rowlett, Drew Thate.

(2) MONTROSE LAKE WILDLIFE AREA, MO., Dec. 20, T a.m. t@® 5 p.m.; clear to cloudy; 20° to 30°;
Wind S and W, 0-5 mph; 8all weter open. 12 observers in 4 parties; 32 party~-hours
{(15f, 17c); 228 party-miles (16f, 212c). J. F. Belshe, compiler; Rosalie Baker,
Ronnie Bross, Dave Castaner, Jack Cramer, Ron Fox, Dwight Gates, Harry Gregory,

Scot Kinsey, Jack Reynolds, Charles Rinne, Linda Whitaker
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(3) COLUMBIA, MO; December 27. 23 observers in 6 parties. overcast to freezing rain;

22° to 280, Wind E 8-15 mph; 2 inches enow cover, streams open. 45% party-hours
(204f, 24 ¢); 358 party-miles (18f, 340c). Alice Jeffrey, compiler.

(4) BIG OAK TREE STATE PARK, M0. , with Ten Mile Pond, Dorena. 80% open fields and
pastures, 20% deciduous woods. Dec. 24, 7 a.m. to 5:15 p.m., Heavy overcast.
28° to 31°; wind variable, 5-10 mph. sleet ir p.m. Shallow waters frozen.

3 observers in 1 party. 10 party-hours (5f, 5¢); 80 party-miles (4f, Téc).
Jim Haw, compiler; James Haw, Joseph Moore. (mote: impassazble rosds forced
cancellation of Mingo National Wildlife Refuge count on Dec. 30, except for

45 minutes yielding 10 birds and 8 species; Charleston had 1 hour of sunshine
during the entire count week).

(5) GRAY SUMMIT, MO., centering at Labadie, Mo, including Missouri and Meramec rivers,
Union Electric plant lake, Mo. Botanical Gardens arboretum; . 30% upland deciduous
woods, 35% bottomland deciduous woods, 2% evergreen woods, 30% fields and pastues,

2% town and residential, 1% rivers and lakes. Dec. 31, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Overcest; 25° to 30°; E 0-2 mph; impounded waters open; 37 inches snow cover.
Two observers in one party; 8.5 party-hours (7if, lic); 30 perty-miles (8f, 22¢).
Donald R. Hays, compliler; Jack S. Hays. _

(6)ORCHARD FARM, Mo., along Missouri side of Mississippi River; &% bottomlands & sloughs,
92% tilled and farrow fields., Dec. 27. 7T:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m, JIce-covered snow,
river partly open, lakes frozen. 13 observers in 4 parties. 33 party-hours (28f, 5c¢);
46 party-miles (3f, 43¢c). Earl Comfort, compiler; Kathryn Arhoe, Paul Bauer, Doug
Bauer, Mr, and Mrs. (eorge Barker, Andy Bromet, Nick Fiorita, Steve Gast, Mr. and
Mrs. Joel Massie, Dr. John Mullins, Bob Thomas, Mary Wiese, George Winter, Sally Vasse.,

(7) WELDON SFRING, MO., all points within August A. Buech Wildlife Area. Jan. 1, 8-4:30;
partly cloudy to smow flurries; 21° to 28°. Wind calm; 6" snow on ground, lakes
mostly frozen, streams open; 20 observers in 10 parties. 60 party-hours (54f, 6c);
45 party-miles (41f, 4c). Jim Comfort, compiler; Kathryn Arhos, George Barker,
Terry Barker, Andy Bromet, Viola Buckholtz, Edgear Denison, Peg Feigley, Ralph Laffey,
Bertha Massie, Joel Massie, Bob Meyer, Lillian Nagle, James Ruschill, Ksy Stewart,
Jack VanBenthuysen, Mary Weise.

(8),(9)(19). KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI North of Missouri River; southeast including Lake
Jacomo and James A. Reed Wildlife Area; KANSAS SUBURBS including Shawnee Mission
Lake, Dap Dougherty, compiler.

(11) Pere Marqauette State Park and parts of Mark Twain National Wildlife Refuge; Dec. 20,
6 a.m. t0o 5 p.m. oOvercest; 23° to 30°, SE 5-1Cmph; no snow cover, lakes 90% frozen,
rivers open. 76 observers in 10 to 14 parties. 90 party-hours (56f, 3le, 2a);

578 party-miles (4of, 287c, 250a). Sally Vasse, compiler.
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RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRDS IN KANSAS: The December, 1969, issue of the Bulletin of the Kansas
Ornithological Soclety carried a note on this species which appeared in southeast Mo.
last summer for the first time. Max Thompseon and Wallace Champeny reported a Rufous
hummer in Sumner County, Kensas from August 15 to 21, 1969, and another different one
28-30 August, as well as sightings believed to be this species in September, 196k,
August, 1966, and August, 1968. It has been collected in Colorado in migration, and

in Oklahoma. I wonder how many may be straying around here wlthout being recognized,
when the Missouri bird was noted only because it was next door to a top-notch birder
(and unrecognized there for about a month, as I recall)--and the Kansas report gives

5 observations in one town over a G=year period.

From Tueson, Arizona, comes the following: A hunter, questioned at a check station,
replied he wasnkt shre what kind, but he had two big geese and ten ducks. The geese
turned out tc be common loons and the ducks were actually ten horned grebes, both
protected by State and Federal laws. From the Judge, & $240.00 fine; from the warden,
advice to purchase an identification book.

G. J. Samuelson reports in the Webster Groves Nature Study Soclety report that they
bhave had white-winged crossbills since November 13, feeding in sweet gums and conifers
and visiting thelr goldfish bowl. They have often been in company of numerous . .pine
siskins. The first awareness came when two males thudded Into the family rcom window,
one dead but the other recovered and was released; they have had over s dozen at

once, as close as 15 feet away, plus something like 150 birders visiting (no indication
of birders smashing into the windows). '

Mrs. Edward M. Mason writes from St. Louis asking if members would be interested in
sharing remsrkable, unusuell, and "nutty' places wild birds build nests., She is
especially interested in photographs of such nests, and is collecting material for
a nature article. Preferably, she would like 5 x T glossy black and whites, and
would expect to pay for the photo along with giving credit in the article to the
photographer. Her address is 8410 Madeline Drive, St, Louis, Mo., 63114.

Fall meeting of Audubon Society of Missourl may be held at Branson, Missouri, area
in southwest part. But nothing definite yet for your calendar.

AGAHHHHH!

After vainly searching the remotest corners
of the country, scientists have concluded the
United States ran out of clean air six years
ago when pollution from California finally

reached Flagstaff, Arizona.

YOUR DOLLARS ARE NEEDED FOR A FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL BATTLE.

Seldon have the Engineers embarked on a project more expensive, more destructive, and
more useless than the Cross-Florida Barge Canal, For further details see the January '70
1ssue of The Reader's Digest, which tells of "Rape on the Oklawaha". Florida Defenders
of the Environment, P.O. Box 12063, Gainesville, Fla., 32601, is fighting the canal, and
has brought sult along with the Environmental Defense Fund. They need $50,000., If you can
help, make check paysble to Rachel Carson Fund, Nationel Audubon Society, and mail to Florida.
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W. G. DUNCAN
519 Ridgewood Road
Louisville, Kentucky 40207

SHORE BIRDS ARE NOT FOR SHOOTING!!

Whenever a species of wildlife nears extinction there is the danger of somebody shooting
one just to prove that it's still around. A biologist from the University of Louisville shoots
Least Terns at the Falls of the Ohio, when these rare birds have eggs and young in the nest.
The story reads s follows:

AUGUST, 1968

30 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol 44

e -
- DR . R . -
Habitat and Nest of Least Tern, Falls of Ohio, July 1967.

On the afternaoon of July 11, we went to check the nest and found
only one bird in the area; it was incubating the eggs. We watched
intermittently for four hours and saw only one tern. We realized then
that somethirg had happened to the heretofore attentive mate. Upon
returning home, we Tearned that Kenneth P. Able had collected the mate
that same morning. He had seen the flying tern and believing it to be an
early arrival date for this species, collected it for the University of Lou-

isville's Biology Department. Later that morning he discovered the nest.
He, too, was surprised to find this species nesting at the Falls. We hoped
the bird would continue to incubate and ralse the young, although we
had our doubts. On July 13 we could not find the tern. The eggs had
not heen attended for a number of hours. At this time I collected the
eggs and brought them to Burt L. Monroe, Sr. for his collection—
FREDERICK W. STAMM, Louisville.

We are sure these Biologists and Ornithologists will not understand our attitude toward
shooting rare birds. We remember that Audubon also shot shore birds at the Fails of the Ohio,
in order to paint them. Ray Harm never shot a bird in his life, Biology is the SCIENCE OF
LIFE and the education of these men in science OUGHT to be broad enough to enlighten
them on what is happening to them and to the students with whom they work. -

(Continued on other side)
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We suggest these Biclogists read a bit of Albert Schweitzer, probably the greatest *
human figure of the Century. They could start with "OUT OF MY LIFE AND THOUGHT"
obtainable in paper back in the University Book Store. "REVERENCE FOR LIFE" means
all of Life and NOT just human life. Wird animals and Birds, as everybody knows, are
less brutal and sadistic than man, and far less inclined to murder their fellow beings.

= TO SIN BY SILENCE WHEN THEYJ’
*  SHOULD PROTEST MAKES
COWARDS OUT OF MEN.

—ABRAHAM LINCOLN

_’_—f—:_’j-/

~ A SRR

P.S. It is devoutly to be hoped that these "collecting" Biologists do not locate that place
in Texas where the few remaining Ivory Bills manage to survivel

&d Iyme, Conn. 06371

Mr, wo Ga Duncan Octu 28, 1968

$19 Ridgewood Rd.
Louisville, Ky. h0207

Dear Mr. Duncan:
I quite agree with your indignation about the collecting incident.

I am a moderate in the matter of collecting and although I, myself,
rarely colleot I realize that some collecting can be useful, indeed
necegsary to science, education and even conservation when done
judiciously. However, I seriously object when a blologist collects
a bird with a very low local breeding population simply to confirm
a record., Tyis applies also to potential breeders or species that
might be extending their range. OSuch pioneers are important and

to nip things in the bud is wrong. :

We know that a single television tower can wipe out thousands of
birds in a night and that an ice storm, a perfectly natural
phenomenon, has been known tc wipe out a million birds of one
gpecles in a single night and that hurricanes, also natural, can
eliminate birds wholesale-=not to mention the birds' owm form of
birth control which is territorial pressure of one male against
another, Therefore, judlcious collecting has no adverse conserva-
tlon significance, However, collectimg of the sort thzt you take
objection to and that I have outlined above simply reflects ine
competence and irresponsibility on the part of the biologist who
undertakes it,

Simcerely,

<ft%%%*f;;i,;;;::;=.

Roger T. Peteraon
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: WILD ANIMAL EXPERIENCES AT SUNNY RANCH
by Burrell Pickering

Sunny Ranch in Warren County has been mainteined as a Wildlife Refuge for many
years with the habitat of food, water, shelter, protection, breeding area and living
space for the wild creatures being constantly improved. Accordingly, we felt that
we could enlarge on our care for the wild anlmals and the first of last year made an
offer to the Animal Protective Association of Missouri on Hanley Road in Brentwood to
bring such wild creatures taken in by them to Sunny Ranch and turn them loose in the
wilds. T
Ruby assumed the chore of picking up the wild animals at the shelter, which were
placed in aages and then put in her car for the Journey to their new home. When Miss
Shirley Seiler, Director of the Association phoned she had such animals on hand, the
trip was made to get them. Many times during the past year, Ruby has driven home with
both the back seat and front seat of the car loaded with cages and with raccoons,
opossums, skunks, groundhogs and others for companions.

The first trip was probably the highliht of the many, since the passengers were
a full grown raccoon and a year old female coyote. We were told the coyote had been
raised as a pet but had recently bitten the owner who then decided to get rid of her
by giving her to the society. Since it was winter and she had never been out in the
weather, we had to put this coyote in the workshop with the heat going day and night
to condition her for the outdoors. After about ten days, with the weather moderating,
we left the door of the shop open. ©She did not leave the area immediately but stayed
arcund the house for the next two weeks, playing with our two coliies during the day
and sleeping in the leaves st the edge of the woods st night. But she gradually changed
and became more nocturnal, sleeping most of the day and roaming at night. Quite a few
times at 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning she would sit on the patio and howl, probably
for the dogs t come out and play ~-=- it is & chilling call at that time in the morning.
Soon she started roaming afar and word spread through the neighborhod that we had a
semi~-tame coyote loose. Calls came from farms as far as a mile away inquiring if this
was our coyote and always we asked them not to shoot her since there is a bounty on them.

A year has passed, she 1s still alive and comes to the house almost every day
either morning or evening for her meal. A number of Audubon Society members who have
been at the ranch on her brief visits have seen her enjoy her meal. She 1s very tolerant
of Ruby and will come quite close but of course no effort is mwade to pet her. Often
when the collies are taken for a walk on the trails and she is around, she will tag
along. We pamed her Lady when she first arrived and now she seems t0 answer to this
Dame .

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat ran am article on June 27, 1969, telling of nine
half=-grown striped skunks that had arrived st the Shelter and a picutre of Miss Seiler
holding one. The next day they wee on their way to Sunny Ranch, a ceuticus and concerned
ridefor Ruby. She was told by Miss Seiler not to get them excited or else! This one
time, we left the collies in the garage while we carefully took them to & pond in the
woods to turn them loose. When we opened the cage, they nonchalantly walked out, crawled
over our feet, started exploring the surroundings ané then wandered into the woods. We
got some excellent pidures of thes.

Another experience was bringing ocut two mother opossums each having nine young.

This made a quick increase in the opossum population. Most opossums were quite deocile
but feigned defiance by snarling and showing their teetch., One did prove defiant and
quite il]l tempered and would jump across the cage and snarl. We never had any "play
dead".  When turned loose by a pond, they would immediately take to the water and are
excellent swimmers. Most of the animals have been quite frightened and tried to hide
in a corner of their cage., When turned locose, they would run a short distsnce, stop
and then stare at us a few seconds as they cvould not believe they were free.

One trip produced several raccoons, & gray squirrel and a groundhog. The latter
vas & large male, a little gray about the head so we concluded that he might be old and
cranky. We cautiloned the collies to stay on the trailer as we removed the cage to a
safe distance to turn him loose. He quietly walked out a few feet from us, nibbled s plant
and then sat on his haunch to munch it. Ruby started talking to him and he would look
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up at her and respond with a series of low grunts. Then they started walking down the
trail, side by side with Ruby tslking to him and he stopping every few feet to look up
at her and give several low friendly grunts. The walk and conversation was carried for
some distance until the trail came to a clearing and he decided to amble off into the
brush. Buch a friendly fellow did indeed raise our respect the wild creatures. I would
also llke to mention a surprise to us at a later date when two half grown groundhogs
were turned loose and promptly climbed nearby trees. We have a picture of one hanging
on the slde of a tree about fifteen fed JSrom the ground.

The gray squirrel previously mentioned was a baby recently weaned so could not be
turned loose until more mature. He spent the next six weeks in a cage in our kitchen
with daily romps about the house and often s ride on the back of one of the collies.

We named him Rascal which proved to he a very appropriate neme. He was quite messy
leaving his droppings everywhere, pills as we called them. As he grew older, he became
qulte restless, no doubt yesrning for the outdoors. When we turned him loose in the
woods vlre we knew there were other gray squirrels, he leaped on a nearby white oak
tree, raced to the top and pranced from limb to 1imb vigorously shaking his tall, very
happy to be free.

In this connection, I want to repeat what has been said many times by authoritiesges
IN THE LONG RUN YOU CAN'T SUCCESSFULLY TAME AND MAKE FETS OF WILD ANIMALS. As they grow
to maturity, their character chenges and by instinet even though teme and friendly, they
revert back to their wild stmite. As one specialist put it-~if it survives disease and
oonfinement, then on maturity a wild animal usually becomes Jjust that, wild,

One of the cutest animals was a half grown gray fox, a handsome fellow, scared to
death and no doubt most happy when turned loose, just below the food plot. He dashed
from the cage, ran a short distance, then stopped, turned and seemed to look &t us with
a smile as if in appreciation of his freedom.

Probably the most intelligent was the raccoons. A female almost grown that had
beén ralsed at the Shelter by Miss Seiler from & baby on a bottle and had never been
on the ground had to be kept in the garage for several weeks to condition her for the
outdoors. The last two weeks, the door was left open 80 she could come and go as she
wished. She was most playful and whan you walked through the garage, she would dash
from under a car and leap for your leg clasping her paws around it bui never hurting you.
She also liked to romp with the collies. She had the habit of sleeping on the engine
of the cars but when she chewed the wires and a mechanic had to be called to start the
car, this pasttime had to be discouraged. One time during her stay, she did not eat for
several days and thinking she might be sick, she was taken back to the Shelter for treat-
ment. The Vererinery shaid she might have had a slight cold or perhaps she was Jjust
lonesome.

Ancother raccoon that came in July, & huge hapndsome male, was a perfect gentleman.
He and Ruby wandered up and down the rows of grapes while she was photographing him and
he showed no fright or great comcern. He spent the next two weeks sleeping during the
day in the trees near the old farm house, We fed him almost daily on corn bread, sweet
corn and sometimes watermelon, He sas particularly fond of weatermelon and would gquickly
scamper down the tree low enough so he could reach your hand. Then back up in the tree,
he would enjoy this treat and not to lose any of the juice, he would tilt the head back
while eating 1t. Another raccoon about half grown was so scared that when the cage was
opened he raced for a neerby dead elm itree, climbed up about twenty feet and the loose
bark gave way and he fell to the ground but on the fourth try made it to the top. Still
another raccoon ran for & closeby tree, hung on it a few feet from the ground and then
peered at us from first one side of the tree and then the other. After doing this several
times, he scampered down the trail into deeper woods.

From our many experiences, we have been able to learn at first hand something
about the wild animasls of the woods and we have been able to befriend them. For the
past year, this has included 16 raccoons, 55 opossums, 5 groundhogs, 1 coyote, 1 gray
squirrel, 1 gray fox, 4 snapping turtles, and nine stiped skunks =-- all we hope are
enjoying their new home.
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By MARY HINKLE

"~ A Special Correspondent of the
Post-Dispatch

CAPE GIRARDEAU, Mo.,
Jan. 8 — After 35 vears of bird
watching, Homer Bolen, chair-
man of the Division of Sciences
and Mathematics at Southeast
Missouri State College, is con-
vinced that birds are not hold-
ing their own in an age of ad-
vancing civilization,

Insecticides - are partly to
blame, he said, but he thinks
that the main problem is one
of alteration of habitat. “How
serious this is in the Iong run
remains to be seen,” he said.

Bolen came to- the college
faculty here in 1925 from Indi-
ana, where he was reared. He
became a member of the Audu-
hon Society of Missouri when
the organization was reactivat-
ed at Columbia in.1933.

The next year he was named
treasurer, a position he still
holds. The Missouri chapter has
grown to a current membership
. of about 400 persons. . .

The educator, born July 38,
190f near Shirley, Ind., recalls
that his interest .in birds tock
firm roots when at the age of
13 he aftended a one.room
school. Tt was there that he
helped to organize a chapter of
the Liberty Bell Bird Club,

“Where we lived,” he said,
*a pair of bluebirds nested in
the rotted-out part of our barn-

vard gatepost. I was thrilled fo .

he able to observe them so
closely. It was my first exper-
ience at vecording information,

“l kept an account of the
dates that the eggs were layed
and the dates they were

hatched, T found that the books
were right, There really was a
14-day incubation period.”

When a sophomore at indiana
University, Bolen took a cuurse
in orinthology and was made an
assistant in the zoology depart-
ment. In this job he discovered
a collection of bird skins.

“I noted that mczimy_f(.)f tt_he

ins did hot have identilicaiion
f:gs,” he said, “so I asked the
head of the department for per-
mission to go over the _co]lec-
tion. 1 was given the job as
part of my duties as a z_ooipgy
assistant, 1 remembgr thmkmg,
‘Imagine getting paid for this

STLOUIS POST-BISPATCH Wed., Jan. 7, 1970

Expert Of 55 Years Concerned That Birds

- Are Losing Out To Advancing Civilization

Homer Bolen

Wary . about future of his hobby

‘—I'd rather do it than eat.'”

It was in his last year at the
univeristy that Bolen got a per-
mit to band birds. Bird banding,
Bolen noted, was started by
Jonh J.- Audubon, In 1920 it
was faken over by the Biologi-
cal Survey of the Department
of Agriculture. The project is
now a widespread activity un-
der the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice.

“Most birds are protected by
law 50 you must have federal
and state permits to do bird
panding,” Bolen said. *The
government provides the alum-
minum bands, but the hander
must furnish his own traps and
bait.”

He explained that when a
banded bird is found dead or
injured, it is ,hoped that the
Fish and Wildlife Service will
be contacted. The service, in
turn, contacts the bander. The
bander keeps a full ‘record and
at the end of the year makes a

report to the service. In this
way valuable information is
gained about how birds live,
their migration and their life
span.’

Bolen's first entry in his note-
hook shows that he banded his
first bird on March 3, 1925 in
Indiana, He banded 16 birds
there hefore he left in May,
1925, His next entry was a
woodpecker flicker banded Oct.
13 1925 in Cape Girardeau.

Bolen estimates that he has
banded nearly 10,000 birds
through the years. :

“That’s rot so many, though,”"

he said, “ becavse some pro-
fegsionals band that many in a
year.”

In 1938, a tract of land north
of Cape Girardeau was given
{o the Audubon Society by
Judge 1. R. Kelso, a member
of the Southeast Missounl State
College Board of Regents,
Bolen, through his acquaintance

with Judge Keiso, helped to
work out an arrangement
whereby the iract was leased
by the college as a wildlife
sancthary,

Paul Heye of the college bi-
ology department is difector of
the 1. R. Kelso Wildlife
Sanctuary.

For several years Bolen has
been interested in ohserving
rare and endangered species.
He sighted two vanishing spe-
cies, the great white heron and
the Everglade kite, on a irip
tp Florida,

His big thrill came in De-
cember, 1367 when he and Heye
went to the Arkansas Wildlife

Refuge on the coast of Texas. -
“We saw. 28 whooping cranes

there, more: than half of the
world's total,”.  Bolen said.

Bolen said that it doesn’t re-
quire much- equipment to start
bird-watching — -just a bird
guide, a notebook and field
glasses,

He suggested, however, that
the bird watching not be taken
up unless it brings pleasure.

‘A person shouldn’t have to
justify his hobby,” he said,
“just enjoy it. And thal’s what
I de” .
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 Environmental problems to concern
human race in the upcoming decade

Richard Pawson
The 1970’s have been forecast

as the “Decade of the Bwiron-

ment.” In the 60’s that most
expansive and integrative of the
sciences, Ecology, reached its in-
tellectual puberty, and the older

more narrow diseiplines became

painfully aware of its asolescent
demands and conceits.

Now that Ecology has come of
age, the pain has turned to fear

that this young upstart is indeed

right in its view of man and
his world—that the Biblical di-
rective to muitiply and subdue
the earth just might have been
the expression of a pre-Freudian
death wish. Or in the words of
the marsupial philosopher, ““We
have met the enemy and heisus.”

Our medical advances have
given an unprecedented level of
death-control around the world,
ang produced the malnourished
population explosion that has
overtaken the planet -like a
leukemia.

We are seeing that a warfare
of man against nature has pitted
the brain of our earth’s organism
against its other organs, and the
brain is nearing “victory’” by

destroying the kidneys (pollu-

tion), lungs (reduction of oxy-
gen), liver (soil fertility), hor-
mones (homestatic “‘balance of
nature’), truly a cancer-by-the-
brain.

A revolution in our freatment
of the earth-patient demands un-.

derstanding and treating of the
entire body’s syndromes and not
just a single organ’s symptone.

In our reborn youth we must '

be audacious enough to return
to the Renaissance ideal of the

whole man, to use specialist dis-

coveries only as data to feed
into computers that will carry

out electronic experiments and

predict results without continu-
ing our malignant self-vivisec-
tion. .

Conservation of the earth has
recently been given its most op-

erational definition—insuring the’

maximum variety of choices for

mankind and its individual mem-
bers, for all time. The present
students probably have the last

chance: to bring  about an inte- -

gration of man and his environ-
ment, to use their education tc
persuade their brothers to stop
the population explosion, pro-
duce without pollution, to use and
re-use rather than consume re-
sources, Lo provide humane cities
with daily opportunities to re-

charge our ages-old batteries by-

plugging into natural beauty, and

to put human needs of the world -

society and the health of our en-
virenment above short-term eco-
nomic gain or factional national-
ism. But the success of your
fight for survivaldepends on your

ability to learn ecology as thor-
oughly . as the nwmltiplication

tables, to dedicate yourselves to -

humanity rather than to worship
téechnology, to train yourselves
to win the minds and emotions
of the citizens of the planet as
successfully as Madison Avenue
has won the lungs of America’s
smokers, and to choose tactics
carefully as each situation and
society require. '

Can we survive? Will you win .
the "greatest baftle in so short
a time? Can youthful idealism be
anything but impractieal? In the
crisis we face today, there:is no
choice. As R. Buckminster Fuller
has put it, *Utopia is the one
reality of today.”

i
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Swallows at C}L(Jﬂ,{/‘fgl Lake
' bg, .
Hagel & Fitzhugh Diggs, Hamburng, Jowa

In 1968, when we ook a ganden club and an Jsaak Walton League group to
the (hanity Lake anea Zo otudy nature, we became awane of the vast potential
offened thene fon bind astudy and banding, With the garnden club in ea/dg Flay we
obsenved a few rough-winged swallows akimming oven the lake-waten feeding. farly
the next morning we wene back with nets set up at varnious places o dee if we
could net gome of the awallows fon studying and pﬁoiog,iaphing,. He banded and
photographed ten of that species.No othen species of swallows were in evidence
throughout the summen. |

Mid-Tuly found ws there with the Jaaak Waltons, At this time a famidy of
b lurbinds was frolicking and feeding in the picnic area as we wene eating, That
did it, the spark was hindled and ihe project was unden way, The following day
we c:api@eaf a‘ftg docal bluebinda. T/I/Lougfmdt the summen and ,fau we )'f/Lecgueniea' the
date anea, sometimes o watch and Listen and othen imes #o band and p/wiowpﬁ.,
In addwe banded 333 individuals of 50 species that yean, |

(harity Lake i a man-made lake in Brickyard Hill National Wildlife anea,
getling its name from the fact that all labon, bulldozing and equipment was
donated, The lake was stocked with Lish by the Game (ommission and the wooded
area has been stecked with wild turkey.The cuts in the bluf{f & make the noad
anound the lake left some ventical banks close o the wa:tefc that wene ideal fon
awallow nesting.

In 1968 in eonly June, we banded 198 (wn./a awallows in Hambung, Jowa, 70
nides west of us and one mile noath of the Missouni-Jowa state line. We also
handed G4 bank swallows one mile west of Rock Pont, Missourni, which is 1 4 miles
gouth of us, Now, in eandy gmg 1969 we banded 117 banks at Hambung and 91 banks
ai the Rock Port site, checking neturns at the same time,

- Oun finst and only neturn of the nough-winged awallows banded the previous
nean was taken at (hanity Lake May22, 1969, at which time we banded anothen, Une
month latern on June 23, 1969, we wene sunpnised o find a colony of swallows had
moved in at (harity Lake and wene nesting. e immediatedy set up a couple of nets
and ook 59 adult binds, e continued to band until August 22 when we banded ourn
dast 6 .;;.'OLLR.Q swaellows. The following monning the entire colony was gone,The last
few wea/a/_i mosi of the swallows banded were Ao calas,

Uu/u_ng the banding peniod at (harity we ook -

832 Bonk Swallows
8 (Lt Swallows

64 Rough-winged Swallows
7 Tree Swallow

all of which nested in the same bank.
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ki
(hanity Lake
3imd48andinyﬁfa6ulaiéon
o
Hagel & Fitzhugh Diggs, Hambung,Jowa
To  Mourning Dove  mameememm—eeem 7 3% Golden-crouned Kinglet ——-e= 1
) .’/el.low-%i,ued (uckoo — —meeum 7 j’g. guéy-cxwmed Kinglet — ——mmee 4
Fo Jereech Ol —mmmmeeeemeee 7 35 Yellow-throated Vineo —-oo- 2
4, Belted KL:&,&MM --------- 1 P Red-eyed Vireo —mmemmmemmee 3
5 Red-bellied Woodpecker — ---- 7 37 Orange-crowned Warbler — —w-- 7
6. Douny Wbodkeckea ---------- z 38 Nashville Warblern — —mmmemem- 7
7o Gneat (nested Flycatchen - 25. Magnolia Wanblen — —wwmmenceu 7
8 astern Phoebe =~ ——mmemeeeee 3 o Myntle Warblen — ———-m—mmmemv 7
A ellow-bellied Flycatcher - 7 41,  Blackburnian Wanblen — —————- 7
70.  Acadian Flycatcher — --——-——- 7 42,  Ovenbind ———=—-mmmommmeee 7
77, Traillls Flycatcher —-—--——- 7 43, Nonthean Watenthrush — —=e—- 7
12, Least Flycatcher — ——e—eeemmm i’ 44,  Louisiana Waterthrush — ——--v 2
73 6aAie/m vod Pewee  —memmmem 45,  Kentucky Wanblen — —-—=-mmen 4
74, Live-sided Flycatchen — —-—- 7 46,  Mourning Warnblen — —mme—m——nm 7
15,  Tree S, allow = —mcemmmmcmmeee 7 47, Yellow 100at  emmmmmmmmmmme 2
6. Bank Spallow  —--emmmemmmmm 62 48,  (anade Wanblden ——mmmmmmmmme- 2
17s  Rough-pinged Swallow — ~-—-—- 64 49, nchard Oniode — ——mammemmeeee— 2
78, Bjﬁé ;3 7 S 7 50, Jgaliifzae Oniole — ————cmmaen 4
79, (2L Swallow — 7 57, rown-headed (owbind — ——aenm 7
23- giugjay ------------------ 8 32 (ardinal __g _______________ 4o
27 @!ack—c%pped (hickadee —~-—~ 14 53, vae-breasted Groosbeak — - &
22,  [lufted Titmouse — —————mcee—m 3 54, ndigo Buniﬁzg ____________ 70
23 White-breasted Nuthatch —--- 2 55, American Goldlinch — —mmmemee 27
24, oude Wheg ————— e e 3 56, Whi e-winged (nossbill — —— 7
25 Y Y YL T/ S — 3 57, Ruﬁbud—dided owhee 6. ——— pe
X, atbind — ~-- - -~ 30 58, Spotted Towhee W, — ccmmmecan 7
2. Buoun Thrashen e 2 30, Yiateecoloned Gunco | —oooms 7
26, Wood Thruwsh — —m—coommammeee 4 60, [ nee 5pannaw -------------- 7
29, Swainson'a Thruwsh — —meemmeee 4 67. Field Sparnow e et 2
30, glzag-cﬁeefaeﬂf Thawsh  ———=--= 2 62,  White-throated Spariow — —--- 18
Jl. ‘astenn Bluebind — ————ealeoo 7 g}; Fox 5panaow e JO
32 %lue-gna# ghaicaicﬁea ————— 2 4, ong Skanﬂow -------------- 2
fotal ————--— 965
Othen species banded in 1968 Retunns in 1969
7o Gneen Henon 7. Great (nested Flycatchen
R Foodpect R e S,
3. Red~he Joodpecken 3 ouah-un _ w
b Robin ? I, Bldvk-capped {hickadee
5. Heamit Thawsh 6. Broun-headed towb.bzd
G éennedﬂ;e %ﬁnble&
7o Jellow Wanblen Total species banded to date 77
8 Red-winged Blackbind - P
Go 5§§4¢i§9;anagea Totald individuals 2o date 1298
10,  Summen Tanagen
71, gnadaﬁoppen Sparrow
72, anis” Sparnow
73 Lincodn's SP w NOTE: The total 1969 Tabulation by the Diggs'
was 2835 birds banded, 106 species,

Total apecies banded in 1963 - 850
Todal individials banded in 7968 - 333

compared to their 1968 total of 100
species, 2340 individuals (see BLUEBIRD,
March, 1969, p. 11)
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With g0 many of the binds, that had been banded in 1968 and 7969 at Hambung
and Rock Pord, showing up at (harity Lake, we decided in mid-July #o check bozh
points to see if we could determine the neason. At Alambung we dound most of ithe
codony gone except a few atnagglens - possibly a few adults with the last of the
hatch, Someone had decided #o unlvad his stable Litten right unden the nesting
aite, numenvus dogs and cats were prowling and climbing the banks. At Hock Port,
the nesting bank was very close o a commencial cattle feed lot, which atiracted
many howse gparrows and they in tunn wene claiming the awallow nesting holes fon
their nesting. Some two-legged animals had put been cans in some of the holes and
set off Lirecrackens in othens. (onsequently the colony left that location, With
duch competition at both places the adulits evidently had Left fon a new nesting
place, namely (hanity Lake between the #wo former docations., Une bind banded at
Hamburng waa laten captured at Rock Port and neleased only o be netted a month

Laten at C/La/ai,tg.

Thene being no evidence of distunbance on distruction at (hanity last
sumnen, we ane hopeful they will neturn fon the summer of 1970 that we may continue

oun study.

After ten days return to: ‘
THE AUDUBON SOCIETY OF MISSOURI
"#40 Plaza Square -- Apt. 1106
St. Louis, Missouri, 63103
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