

















































































































eared Owls were found on 25 Jan by MB and two were seen on 27 Feb
by LR at the James A. Reed CA, Jackson Co, near a known wintering
spot where. Three Barn Owls were discovered at the Four Rivers CA,
Bates Co, on 29 Dec (MB).

A Selasphorus Hummingbird spent the winter in Sikeston,
Scott Co, arriving in the fall at Susan Cooper’s feeder and staying all
winter.

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers apparently wintered farther north
this winter. One immature Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was at Ashland
Cemetery, Holt Co, on 6 Dec and an adult at Savannah, Andrew Co, on
21 Dec (JH). On 20 Dec, CR located a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker near
Franklin. MB had one at Lake Jacomo, Jackson Co, on 27 Dec. One
Eastern Phoebe calling 21 Jan in N. Dallas Co (PJS). LR reported one
of the few Loggerhead Shrikes this winter in Clinton Co. near Turney
on 23 Dec. JH found another at Smithville Lake, Clay Co, on 8 Feb. SD
reports Loggerhead Shrikes as "noticeably difficult to find" in southeast
Missouri.

CHICKADEES THROUGH VIREOS

Red-breasted Nuthatches were everywhere this winter. Two
Red-breasted Nuthatches were seen at feeders at SCNWR on 6 Dec
(LL). Up to three individuals were seen three times at Ashland
Cemetery, Holt Co, from 16 Dec to 17 Jan and two at Jack's feeder in St.
Joseph. Up to 4 individuals were at feeders daily during the entire count
period in N. Dallas Co (PJS). SD reports them as easily found in any
pine area in southeast Missouri. MR found 15-20 Red-breasted
Nuthatches at L. Davis Memorial Forest in Barton Co on 2 Dec. MB
reported 19 at Lake Jacomo, Jackson Co, on 20 Dec.

SK and TMCN found 12 Brown Creepers at SLNWR on 14
Feb. Another was at Ashland Cemetery, Holt Co, on 14 Dec. Carolina
Wrens continue to thrive in north Missouri with survivorship high
during the many mild or intermittently harsh winters this decade. Two
Carolina Wrens on 6 Dec were at Ashland Cemetery, Holt Co, 1 on 17
Jan. and 2 at Savannah, Andrew Co, on 28 Dec (JH). A solitary
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Bewick's Wren was in Liberal, Barton Co on 2 Dec (MR). Three House
Wrens were documented on 27 Dec after one was located on 26 Dec at
the Mingo tower overlook SD and m.obs.) A Marsh Wren was
documented at Mingo's "company farms" on 26 Dec (SD) and observed
again in the same place on 22 Feb (SD,BL). A Marsh Wren lingered at
Mingo's company farm on 26 Dec (SD).

Two Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen at Ashland
Cemetery, Holt Co, on 14 Dec (JH). Hermit Thrushes apparently were
present in greater abundance this year than in past colder winters, and in
mid-Feb showed up in several mid-Missouri sites singing from treetops
and foraging on late spring fruits. A solitary Hermit Thrush was in N.
Dallas Co on 4-5 Feb (PJS). Rick Thom watched a Hermit Thrush
feeding on cedar berries in front of his house in Jefferson City, Cole Co.,
on 15 Feb. Five Hermit Thrushes were at Hawn State Park, Ste
Genevieve Co, on 24 Jan (SD). Twenty to 25 Hermit Thrushes were at
L. Davis Memorial Forest in Barton Co on 2 Dec. Cedar waxwings
were reported as abundant in the Tunas area, Dallas Co, this winter
{P;S). MR reported abundant cedar berries in the Warsaw area, Benton
Co, with about 500 Cedar Waxwings and 150 American Robins
teeding on them.

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES

MB located 15 Yellow-rumped Warbiers in Boone Co on 13
Feb. From 28 Dec to 15 Jan a Cape May Warbler frequented a suet
feeder in SK's backyard in Chillicothe, Livingston Co. Three Orange-
crowned Warblers were documented on the Mingo Christmas Count on
27 Dec (several observers). One Orange-crowned was at Wappapello
Dam, Wayne Co, in the overlook pines on 1 Feb in the same place as
during the Christmas Count (SD). Two Common Yellowthroats at
Mingo at the south end of Rockhouse Marsh on 26 Dec (SD) were found
at the same place on 12 Feb. Two Pine Warblers were in the Pine
Overlook on Lake Wappapello, Wayne Co, on 1 Feb (SD).

A male Eastern Towhee was calling on 5 Jan in N. Dallas Co.
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(PJS). SD found 2 Chipping Sparrows at the Pine Overlook on Lake
Wappapello, Wayne Co, on 26 Dec. One Swamp Sparrow was observed
on 25 January at SLNWR by SK. LL reports a dearth of sparrows in
northwest Missouri this winter again, with the exception of American
Tree Sparrow, one White-throated Sparrow and a couple of Song
Sparrows. CR reported a Song Sparrow on 9 Feb at Franklin Island
CA, Howard Co, enjoying the balmy day in full song. A late Chipping
Sparrow lingered in the open shortleaf pine grove at Eagle Point Rec.
Area, Wayne Co, on 26 Dec by SD. Several Harris' Sparrows were
reported in west central Missouri although no record came from central
Missouri this winter. Five White-crowned Sparrow, 8 White-throated
Sparrow, 150 American Tree Sparrows, 2 Song Sparrows, 150 Dark-
eyed Juncos including 1 Oregon Type, 2 pink-sided, and 2 cismontanus
spent the winter at BJ's feeders along with about 75 Purple Finches and
3 siskins (Dec and Feb only). Lapland Longspurs were 13 in Jackson
Co on 13 Dec and 230 at Four Rivers CA, Bates Co, on 19 Dec (MB).

One Yellow-headed Blackbird was in a group of several
thousand Red-winged Blackbirds at SCNWR on 3 Jan. On Feb. 22 100
Great-tailed Grackle were observed near Contrary School, St. Joseph,
Buchanan Co (LL). About 50 Rusty Blackbirds with as many Red-
winged Blackbirds wading in the edge of a farm pond on 28 Feb in N.
Dallas Co. (PJS). About 50 Brewer's Blackbirds at Prairie State Park,
Barton Co, were identified by MR on 2 Dec. Lester Pannell reported
large numbers of Meadowlarks wintering in the Bennett Springs area,
Dallas/Laclede Cos, Dora Cox of Poplar Bluff, Butler Co, reported a
Bullock's Oriole* at her feeder off and on during the winter. Stan
Hudson wrote me on 15 February including a description of the bird that
he had just observed. Bill Reeves and Bob Lewis saw a first year male
Baltimore Oriole at a feeder near Lake Wappapello, Wayne Co, on 17
Feb (photo).

An adult and an immature male White-winged Crossbill were at
Shaw Arboretum, Franklin Co. on 20 Dec (SD). Harold John reports that
3 White-winged Crossbills (1 adult male, 1 female and 1 imm male)
were at the Vaughn’s feeder east of Weaubleau, Hickory Co, off and on
from from 4 Feb through 24 March, the adult male and female were
present only 1-2 days, Another neighbor, the Pipers, about a mile from
the Vaughns had an adult male on 10 Feb'that has intermittently
appeared throught at least 10 March. One Common Redpoll was
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discovered in the river bottoms west of Lake Contrary near St. Joseph,
Buchanan Co, on 13 Dec. From 1 Dec to 28 Feb Pine Siskins were at a
niger feeder in St. Joseph, with a high of 31 on Feb 5 (LL). Ashland
Cemetary, Holt Co, was home to 6 Pine Siskins on 14 Dec and 13 on 17
Jan (JH). One Pine Siskin at a feeder in N. Dallas Co. on 1 and 11 Feb
(PIS).

Travis Moore reported Eurasian Tree Sparrow coming to his
feeder in Palmyra, Marion Co, on 2 Jan.

OBSERVERS: PB-Paul Bauer, MB-Mike Beck, SD-Steve Dilks, DF-
Doris Fitchett, JH-Jack Hilsabeck, SK-Steve Kinder, LL-Larry Lade,
BL-Bob Lewis, TMCN-Terry McNeeley, BO-Briget Olsen, LP-Lester
Pannell, LR-Larry Rizzo, MR-Mark Robbins, BRE-Bill Reeves, CR-Cal
Royall, PJS-Patrick and Jane Sensenig, JW-Jim Wallace, JDW-Jim D.
Wilson.
ABBREVIATIONS:
CA= Conservation Area (Formerly

Wildlife Areas), Mo. Dept. Cons.
Lake Jacomo = Lake Jacomo, Clay Co
Mingo = Mingo National Wildlife Refuge
NWR = National Wildlife Refuge
m.ob. = many observers
REDA= Riverlands Environmental Demonstration

Area, West Alton, St. Charles Co.
SCNWR = Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Holt Co.

SLNWR = Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Chariton Co.
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Smithville = Smithville Lake, Clay & Clinton Cos
Corriegenda

The following records amend the Dec 1997 Seasonal Survey Report in
The Bluebird.

Highest number of birds observed in one day at SCNWR by JH are:
Least Bittern 77 on S June 1997
Moorhen 6 on 4 June 1997

Total number of nests located during the nesting season for 1997. Each
nest was individually marked with flaggin tape and issued a number.

Pied-billed Grebe 151 nests (new high for SCNWR)
Least Bittern 135 nests
Moorhen 18 nests (new high for SCNWR.)

The number of nests for pied-billed grebe and moorhen seem to be new
state records according to The Birds of Missouri by Robbins and
Easterla.

Submitted by Jack Hilsabeck of St. Joseph, Missouri. Jack has been
surveying the SCNWR area for marsh birds for almost ten years now.
Thanks to Ron Bell's management skill and Jack’s surveys SCNWR has
been documented to one of Missouri's finest marsh birds habitat.

f
Cal Royall reported a Harris Sparrow at Franklin, Howard
County on 30 Oct. 1997 not Franklin County as printed on
page 41 of The Bluebird, March 1998, Vol.65, No. 1.
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Workshops - An Update:

The gull identification
workshop held in St. Louis
February 6-8 was a tremendous
success, despite the fact that the
gulls were rather uncooperative!
Nonetheless, all participants
were able to see three different
plumages of Ring-billed Gull,
four different plumages of
Herring Gull, most individuals
managed to see Thayer’s Gull,
and those who remained until
Sunday were able to see
Glaucous Gull. Although there
were not very many odd species
of gulls around, there were other
birds to enjoy, and some
attendees observed Eurasian
Collared Dove (in Illinois, so
relax Missouri state listers!),
Long-eared Owl, Greater Scaup
and Eurasian Tree Sparrow for
the first time. 1 believe all
participants enjoyed the slide
presentations on gull
identification and everyone had
fun and learned a lot from Bill
Rowe’s excellent but
challenging quiz.

I need to take the time
to acknowledge all those
involved with gull workshop. A
special thanks goes to the
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Webster Grove Nature Study
Society for sponsoring the event
and to Bill Rowe for
coordinating the effort.
Additionally, we are indebted to
the following individuals who
assisted Bill with the local
arrangements or helped with
gull  identification:  Connie
Alwood, David Becher, Jack
Van Benthuysen, Bill
Eddleman, Sue Gustafson, Brad
Jacobs, Dan Kassenbaum,
Randy Korotev, and Bob
McFall. Thanks to everyone,
this was another successful
identification workshop!

I have only one
workshop to mention: there will
be a workshop on how to take
good field notes at the 1998 fall
meeting of ASM.  Further
details will be provided in the
September  issue of The
Bluebird. Note: 1 had hoped to
teach another workshop in
Columbia in June on identifying
Missouri’s breeding birds by
song or call, but I simply have
too many conflicts with my
schedule to organize it- perhaps
next summer if I can get a
breather?

Paul McKenzie



ASM Fall Meeting

September 25, 26, & 27

The annual fall meeting of the ASM at Camp Clover Point, Lake
of the Ozarks State Park will be on the weekend of September 25
through September 27.

Dr. Jane Fitzgerald, Midwest Regional Coordinator of Partners in
Flight will give a presentation, "Partners in Flight Priority
Species in Missouri and the Midwest Region". Jane will talk
about targeted species in Missouri, selection criteria, and
strategies for their preservation.

More details on the Fall Meeting will be in the September issue
of The Bluebird. A special mailing will be sent out to all ASM
members in August. Information will be posted on the Mobirds
list serve and the ASM Web site found at the following
addresses:

mobirds-l@proteus.mig.missouri.edu  (Mobirds list
serve)
http://mobirds.mig.missouri.edu/ (ASM Web site)

I'll see you there in September for lots of fun, fellowship and
good birding.

Mike Beck
V.P. ASM
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Editor's Notes:

&

As most of you know Susan Hazelwood, after years of dedicated
service as ASM Missouri Bird Alert Service Compiler, has chosen to
relinquish that job in favor of other pursuits. We all owe her a
tremendous vote of thanks!.

Fortunately, Edge and Jerry Wade of Columbia have come forward
to take the reins. Edge will serve as Compiler and Jerry will
continue the Transcriber job he has been doing for some time. We
wish them well.

For the time being, at least, the telephone number of the
Missouri Bird Alert Service will remain:
(573) 445-9115

Help!! The position of Editor for The Bluebird remains unfilled.
This is an interesting job that gets you acquainted with birders
throughout the state. I recommend it but can't continue to serve in
this capacity. Someore or several together please step up to take
on the job.

An Electronic Reminder:
For those of you who have access to the Internet here are some
special places:

Audubon Society of Missouri Web Page:

http://mobirds.mig.missouri.edu
MOBIRDS Listserv Discussion Group:
To Subscribe (there is no charge): On your browser the URL is:

http://www.hsc.missouri.edw/~majordomo/

Click on Subscribe/Unsubscribe. - Takes you to the

Subscribe/unsubscribe form.
1. Select the mobirds-1 list.

2. Fill in your name and e-mail address.

3. Click on send message - your subscription is
automatic.
After you have subscribed, to send e-mail messages on mobirds-1
listserv: Address your message to:

mobirds-l@proteus.mig.missouri.edu
Dave iittes
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Join
The Audubon Society of Missouri

Membership Brings You

* The Bluebird - quarterly magazine of the ASM.
* Birding Fellowship.

* Spring and Fall Birding Weekends.

* Organized Input Into Conservation Issues.

* National Audubon Society Issues.

* Birding Education.

Application for Membership ASM

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

Annual Membership Categories:

Student............. $10.00 Contributing.......... $25.00
Regular........... $12.00 Benefactor............ $50.00
Family............ $17.00 Patron(life)........... $100.00

Send checks (payable to Audubon Society of Missouri) to:
Jean Graebner, 1800 S. Roby Farm Rd., Rocheport, MO 65279
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