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HI LONESOME PRAIRIE CONSERVATION AREA  

Marge Lumpe  

655 acres Benton Co. DeLorme 36, H -3; MDC owned; for information call: 

(660) 530-5500. 
 

Directions: One mile west of Cole Camp on Hwy. 52, then go 0.5 mile north 

on Klink Avenue. From Sedalia, go south on US 65, then east on Hi Lone-

some Rd., or continue to Hwy. 52 to Klink Ave.   

 

 

When to Visit/Species to Expect: Spring, summer and winter are all excel-

lent times to visit. Fall is a little less productive. Birding can be done by car 

along the roads Klink Ave., Hi Lonesome Rd., Lumpee Ave., and Cemetery 

Rd., and from the two parking areas. There are no designated trails, but 

birders may wander paths as they wish.  

 

The Species to expect are the full suite of grassland birds including Hens-

low's, Grasshopper, Savannah, Field, and American Tree Sparrows in the 

appropriate season. Summer species include Upland Sandpiper, Scissor -

tailed Flycatcher, Bell's Vireo, Horned Larks, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunt-

ing, Dickcissel, Eastern Bluebird, Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, 

Brown Thrasher, Common Yellowthroat, and American Goldfinch. Late fall 

and winter birding brings the possibility of seeing both Meadowlark species, 

Northern Harrier, Red -tailed Hawk, Rough -legged Hawk, and American 

Kestrel. In winter there are sometimes numbers of Short -eared Owls.   

 

 

Features of interest to birders: This native prairie grass area has been des-

ignated by Missouri Audubon as an Important Bird Area, as it supports a 

number of grassland species including Henslow's Sparrow. This area is a 

remnant of a once vast prairie ecosystem that provides habitat for a diverse 

group of plants and animals.   

 

 

The Greater Prairie -Chicken could once be found here in good numbers, but 

not in recent years. Efforts are being made to restore enough habitat for 

their return.   

 

 

Toilets: None  

 

 

Camping: None   

 

 

Hazards/Limitations: None noted, but check for location of grazing cattle. 

Prescribed burns are also used to maintain the grasslands.  

 

 

Nearby Birding Sites: Mora Prairie CA, Paintbrush Prairie, Drover's Prai-

rie, Ionia Ridge CA, and Truman SP. Truman Lake is 20 minutes away, 

near Warsaw, for waterbirds.  

A BIRDERSõ GUIDE TO MISSOURI PUBLIC LANDS 

Edge Wade & Others  
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Front Cover ñ This Common Ground Dove gave a great view to many bird-

ers this fall, when it appeared at Weldon Spring Conservation Area, St. 

Charles County, on November 24. It was still present at the end of the sea-

son. Photo by Josh Uffman.  

 

 

THE BLUEBIRD is published quarterly by The Audubon Society of Missouri. The submission of 

articles, photographs, and artwork is welcomed and encouraged. The views and opinions ex-

pressed in this journal are those of each contributing writer and do not necessarily represent the 

views and opinions of The Audubon Society of Missouri or its officers, Board of Directors, or edi-

tors. Send address corrections to ASM, 2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122, Columbia, MO 65203 -1261. 
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Abbreviations  

ad-Adult  

CA-Conservation Area  

f-Female 

imm -Immature  

juv -Juvenile  

L-Lake  

m-male 

MBRC -Missouri Bird Records Committee  

MO-Missouri  

m. ob.-Multiple observers  

ph.-Photographed  

R&E -Robbins & Easterla, Birds of Missouri, Their Distribution and Abun-

dance, University of Missouri Press, 1992  

SP-State Park  

Location Abbreviations (counties are in italics)  

ACCA   Apple Creek CA Cape Girardeau  

BKLCA   B. K. Leach CA Lincoln  

BSSP  Big Spring SP Carter  

CMIFP   City of Marshallõs Indian Foothills Park Saline  

CBCA  Columbia Bottom CA St. Louis  

CCL  Creve Coeur Lake St. Louis  

CLCA   Cooley Lake CA Clay  

CPSP  Edward & Pat Jones - Confluence Point SP St. Charles  

DCL   Dexter City Lake Stoddard  

EBCA   Eagle Bluffs CA Boone 

LC  Lake Contrary Buchanan  

LW   Lake Wappapello Wayne 

BSP  Long Branch SP Macon 

LVL   Longview Lake Jackson 

MSL   Maryville Sewage Lagoons Nodaway  

MNWR   Mingo NWR Stoddard, Wayne  and Bollinger   

MCA   Montrose CA Henry  

MWSU   Missouri Western State University campus Buchanan  

OSCA  Otter Slough CA Stoddard  

PCL  Perry County Lake Perry 

PSP  Pershing SP  Linn  

RMBS  Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary St. Charles  

SL  Smithville Lake Clay /Clinton  

SCNWR  Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge  Holt  

SLNWR   Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge Chariton  

TPCA  Taberville Prairie CA St. Clair  

THCA   Thomas Hill Reservoir CA Macon/Randolph  

TRW  Thompson River Wetlands Livingston  

VMSP  Van Meter State Park Saline  

VSWP  Voelkerding Slough Wetland Preserve Warren  

WBSP  Weston Bend SP Platte  
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and 23 at PSP on 23 Oct (SK). Nelsonõs Sparrow reports included one at 

Chillicothe Livingston  on 2 Oct (SK) and the latest at VSWP on 31 Oct 

(MH). The high count included at least 3 at BKLCA on 8 Oct (JU, MT). The 

first of the season Fox Sparrow  was seen on 1 Oct at Clarence Cannon 

NWR Pike (MT); the high count for this species was 20 at SLNWR on 22 Oct 

(SK). A high count of 100+ Song Sparrows  was recorded at PSP on 31 Oct 

along with 30+ White -crowned Sparrows  (SK). A very early Dark -eyed 

Junco  was photographed by Al Smith in Bridgeton St. Louis  on 3 Sept. An 

òOregonó Dark-eyed Junco  was observed in Columbia Boone on 20 Nov 

(RD). High counts of 12 individuals of both Summer and Scarlet  Tan-

agers  came from BSSP on 24 Sept (MBR). The high count for Rose -

breasted Grosbeak  included 32 at Ben Cash Memorial CA Dunklin  on 1 

Oct (EW). Five Blue Grosbeaks  and 49 Indigo Buntings  reported on 9 

Sept from ACCA represent high counts for these species this fall (MH). The 

last report of the latter species for the season was of 2 birds on 31 Oct at 

Delaney (Robert G.) Lake CA Mississippi  (MH). A Dickcissel  stayed at 

feeders of Dean and Pat Rush in Andrew  (fide  JH) through the end of the 

fall season. Bobolinks  were reported in small numbers from the St. Louis 

area with the last 5 at CBCA on 9 Oct (BR). The high count of the season 

included 30 birds at Fountain Grove CA Linn/Livingston  on 30 Aug (SK). 

Yellow -headed Blackbirds  are uncommon to rare in central MO, so a bird 

at South Farm R -1 Lake Boone on 15 Oct was noteworthy (RD). Rusty 

Blackbird  reports came only from Nov with a high count of 80 at RMBS on 

5 Nov (MT); the high count for the western part of the state included 19 

birds at SCNWR on 29 Nov (DAE). Brewerõs Blackbirds were reported 

from different parts of the state in good numbers: 220 at Bushwhacker CA 

Barton/Vernon  on 12 Oct (LH), 90 at RMBS on 5 Nov (MT), and 60 west of 

Kirksville Adair  on 17 Nov (FC). Great -tailed Grackles  were seen in good 

numbers in the southwestern part of the state with 150 reported from 

Christian  on 4 Sept (GSw); 40 birds at EBCA on 25 Nov (Bill Clark fide  EW) 

represent a high count for this part of the state. The only report from the 

eastern part of the state included 16 birds at Bryan Island Stable property 

St. Louis  on 30 Oct (BR). Pine Siskins  were reported in small numbers 

(mostly single birds) in Oct and Nov from across the state with the first rec-

ord of the season on 15 Oct in St. Louis St. Louis  (Sherry McCowan).  

  

Observers  

Chris Barrigar (CBa), Charley Burwick (CBu), Jeff Cantrell (JCa), Ryan 

Douglas (RD), Susan Hazelwood (SH), Lawrence Herbert (LH), Steve Kind-

er (SK), Andrew Kinslow (AK), Larry Lade (LL), Pat Lueders (PL), Kristi 

Mayo (KM), Tom Nagel (TN), Mary Nemecek (MN), Dana Ripper (DR), Bill 

Rowe (BR), Greg Samuel (GSa), Scott Schuette (SS), Mike Thelen (MT), 

Joshua Uffman (JU), Edge Wade (EW).  

 

Key  

*  Documentation needed for MBRC review  

**  Documentation received by MBRC for review  

acc. Accepted by MBRC  
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Dear Fellow Birders,  

Iõve been looking forward to the Spring 

Meeting in Joplin for a long time. The cat-

astrophic tornado struck Joplin after we 

had already begun planning the Joplin 

meeting. Everyone was devastated by the 

tornadoõs destruction and by the confusion 

and despair in its aftermath. The ASM 

Board began planning to move the spring 

meeting elsewhere in the state, but the 

Ozark Gateway Audubon Society mem-

bers in Joplin asked that we keep the 

meeting in Joplin. They want to show that 

they can continue productive and positive 

lives. They are rightfully proud of Joplin and the natural and cultur-

al wonders of southwest Missouri.  

 

Make plans to attend the Spring Meeting of the Audubon Society of 

Missouri in Joplin Friday, April 27 through Sunday noon, April 29. 

You will not be disappointed.  

 

I personally have a special love of prairies and glades. Prairies are 

especially rich in diversity of flora and fauna. All glades are unique. 

There are birds, flora and other fauna that most of us do not see in 

our own corners of the state. The excellent birders of the Joplin area 

will show us their special places and their special birds.  

 

You also can look forward to visiting the new Wildcat Glades Con-

servation and Audubon Center and the Friday evening portrayal of 

John James Audubon by the centerõs education director, Chris Pis-

tole. Saturday eveningõs speaker, Professor Charles R. Brown, will  

give an in -depth presentation on Cliff Swallows based on thirty 

years of personal research. I think swallows are amazing, and Iõd 

like to learn more. I wouldnõt miss it. Nor would I want to miss the 

special people of Joplin who are so eager to host us.  

 

 

 

Bruce Beck, President  

Audubon Society of Missouri  
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It was December 27, during that mostly reactionary week between 

Christmas and New Yearõs Day, where regular time drops away and 

this holding pattern seems to set in until January 2 arrives.  Two 

friends were emailing back and forth about the holidays and making 

plans for some bird watching, when the question came, òI bet no one 

has thought about how to handle the owls at Eagle Days.   What do 

you think of having viewing stations on the dam and at Little 

Platte?ó  If there is such a thing as a collective cyber pause, this was 

it.  They both knew what they would be doing at Smithville Lake 

Eagle Days and there were only 10 days to plan.  

 

The owls are, of course, the Snowy Owls that had been around 

Smithville Lake for over a month.  The first owl was seen on Novem-

ber 29 with a second showing up just a few days later.  On December 

23, there were five documented owls at the lake.  No one was sure 

how many would be there at Eagle Days or how many people would 

come, but with so much publicity t he owls were sure to be a big draw 

and they needed some help with being seen while not being run 

over. 

 

Viewers are urged to stay at least 100 -150 feet away from the owls 

so as not to interfere with or stress the birds. However, in peopleõs 

excitement over seeing them the distance often gets shortened to 

just a few feet.  Thatõs way too close for a starving owl that has trav-

eled 2,000 miles south in search of food.  The action began.  

 

Eighteen amazing volunteers were recruited along with their scopes, 

binoculars, bird books and enthusiasm.  The stations were set up 

wherever the owls were so visitors could get to experience these 

magnificent birds from the north, along with education around why 

they are here and the plight they are facing.  

 

Communications flew back and forth to coordinate activities with 

Clay County Parks and Recreation and the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers.  Signs were made along with handouts that would be need-

ed at the Eagle Days activities and booths in the  clubhouse and at 

the owl viewing stations.  Numbers were thrown around - how many 

SNOWY OWLPALOOZA  

Mary Nemecek and Linda Williams  
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CBCA on 4 Sept (BR), Saline Valley CA Miller  on 24 Sept (MT), and the last 

report of the season on 30 Sept at PCL (MH). Interestingly a Northern 

Parula  in mostly juvenile plumage was mist -netted on 26 Sept at VMSP/

CMIFP, apparently from a very late nest (DR). Magnolia Warblers  were 

still coming though in late Sept with two reported from PCL on 30 Sept 

(MH). An early Bay -breasted Warbler  was seen at Valley Water Mill 

Greene by Dave Catlin on 11 Sept. Blackburnian Warblers  were reported 

from two locations in Oct, one at Creve Coeur St. Louis  on 4 Oct (JU) and 

one at DCL on 11 Oct (CBa), tying the previous latest state record in R&E. 

A late Chestnut -sided Warbler  was banded at VMSP/CMIFP on 10 Oct 

(DR). A female Hooded Warbler  was near Anthonies Mill Washington  on 

17 Sept (JU) and an adult male was at BSSP on 24 Sept (MBR). A very late 

American Redstart  was seen at CCL 13 Oct (JU). An Audubonõs Yellow-

rumped Warbler  (acc.) was seen at Christie and Davis CA Andrew  on 31 

Oct (EW). Three Yellow -throated Warblers  were at DCL on 10 Oct (CBa), 

making it a high late count. Although common in the fall, a count of 8 

Black -throated Green Warblers  at WBSP on 10 Sept is significant for 

the northwestern part of the state (MBR). As expected, Canada Warblers  

were reported during the first two weeks of Sept from various parts of the 

state. A rather high count of 8 Wilsonõs Warblers was reported from Val-

ley Water Mill Greene on 11 Sept (GSw, m.ob.). A high count of 24 Eastern 

Towhees  were at Holly Ridge CA Stoddard  on 10 Oct (CBa). The first 

American Tree Sparrow  of the season was seen at PSP on 29 Oct (SK). 

Two late Chipping Sparrows  were seen at PCL on 30 Nov (MH). The only 

Clay -colored Sparrow  was reported from Chillicothe Livingston  on 2 Oct 

(SK). A high count of 150 Savannah Sparrows  was recorded at PSP on 29 

Oct (SK). LeConteõs Sparrows were reported widely from the state this 

fall with the first report on 12 Oct from Chillicothe Livingston  (SK). The 

high counts of the season included at least 14 at BKLCA on 8 Oct (JU, MT)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Prothonotary Warbler, banded on October 10 in Saline County, is the 

latest recorded for Missouri in fall. Photo by Dana Ripper.  
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os were regularly recorded in the state as singles in Oct with the last record 

on 17 Oct at DCL (CBa). A Philadelphia Vireo  was banded at VMSP/

SMIFP on 17 Sept (DR). Record high counts of Fish Crows  were reported 

from LW with 83+ reported on 2 Oct and 58 on 23 Oct (CBa). Few reports 

for this species came from southwestern MO including 3 birds at Joplin Jas-

per on 20 Aug (MH) and a single at Springfield Conservation Nature Center 

Greene (JC, AK). High numbers of swallows  were passing through central 

MO with a mixed flock of 100,000 birds present at Locust Creek Bottoms 

Chariton  this fall (SK). 15,000 Tree Swallows  were present at MSL on 18 

Sept (DAE). This species lingered into Nov with several observations from 

early Nov and a high late count of 40 observed at LW on 26 Nov (CBa). A 

flock of 185 Bank Swallows  staged at RMBS on 7 Aug (JU). The latest 

record for Barn Swallow  this fall constituted 4 birds at SCNWR on 19 Nov 

(LL), which is five days later than the latest date in R&E and a rather high 

count. There were very few Red -breasted Nuthatch reports this season, 

all of single individuals. Observers continue to note the scarcity of Carolina 

Wrens ; KM reported one at CLCA on 4 Sept noting that it was the òonly 

one observed/heard during the period; still recovering after hard winters 

2009-10 and 2010-11.ó House Wrens  were reported throughout Oct with 

the highest count of 4 on 15 Oct at OSCA (CBa) and the latest record of 1 in 

Joplin Jasper  on 28 Oct (LH). Three to 4 Sedge Wrens  were at RMBS on 3 

Oct (PL). Five Marsh Wrens  recorded at RMBS on 7 Aug (MT) were most 

likely breeding birds, while migrating birds were seen from during mid -Sept 

to mid -Oct with the highest count of 9 at BKLCA (MT) on 8 Oct and the last 

report of 3 at RMBS on 15 Oct (MT). An adult female Mountain Blue-

bird ** found by JN at PSP on 31 Oct was a highlight of passerine migration 

this season constituting a 12 th  pending state record. The only report for 

Hermit Thrush  this season included 2 birds in Webster on 9 Nov (AK). The 

last Gray Catbird  report for the season was of 2 on 22 Oct in Greene 

(GOAS Field Trip, m.ob.). Two nice -sized flocks of American Pipits  were 

recorded in late Oct -early Nov with 75 birds at CLCA on 29 Oct and 100 at 

Aldrich Polk  on 13 Nov (GSw, m.ob.). A Sprague's Pipit  was at TPCA on 4 

Nov (MBR, JK). A group of 3 Smithõs Longspurs at SL on 10 Nov were a 

nice find (KM, DW); a larger flock of 17 birds was recorded at MSSU North-

east Prairie Jasper  on 19 Nov (LH, Ronda Sherrill). Three Snow Buntings  

were present at the Grand River Bottoms west of Chillicothe Livingston  on 

4 Nov (SK).  

 

WARBLERS THROUGH FINCHES  

A late Worm -eating Warbler  was recorded at BSSP on 25 Sep (MBR). A 

Northern Waterthrush  was noted at Springfield Conservation Nature 

Center Greene on 25 Aug (JC, AK). The last report was of a single bird at 

OSCA on 30 Sept (CBa). A hybrid Blue -winged x Golden -winged 

òBrewsterõsó Warbler was seen at OSCA on 24 Sept (CBa). A record late 

Prothonotary Warbler  (ph.) was banded and photographed at VMSP/

CMIFP on 10 Oct (DR). Only 19 Nashville Warblers  were banded at 

MWSU this fall season compared to 79 from last year (JH). Mourning 

Warblers  were reported from three locations this fall, one at each site:  
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 I remember Dr. Galloway from the numerous conversations we had at 
Squaw Creek NWR in the early 80's when I was doing my master's 
there.  He was such a kind man and full of energy.  I also remember 
him riding his bike around the refuge while birding and just enjoying 
life.  I had not seen him in years when I went to Smithville lake dam, 
not so long ago, to see a rare bird...maybe W. Grebe varieties?... and I 
was surprised to see him in the corner of the parking lot, sitting on a 
chair with his spotting scope.  As he was such a short man and as he 
was obviously a very elderly man, I knew as I drove in the lot that it 
had to be him!!   As always, he was a kind and gracious soul and gladly 
let me look through his scope at the birds.  He really didn't remember 
me but I will always remember him.  I had went to bird that day but, 
far more importantly, left with a deep gratitude of seeing him again.  
May he rest in peace!! 

Terry L. Miller 

Kearney High School 

Ecology/College Zoology/Genetics/Botany/Astronomy 
Teacher 

Long time, Saint Joseph, MO birder, Leo Galloway, passed away 

last night, February 18, 2012 at the Saxton Riverside Care Center 

here in Saint Joseph. Many of you older Missouri birders will re-

member him from his birding activities around the state and be-

yond. His other interests involved biking and quilting. I believe that 

he rode his bicycle on roads in every county in the state of Missouri. 

Each year (excepting the last several years) he would ride his bike 

for 100 miles on the day of his birthday. He made quite a few quilts 

and some of his entries in various quilting shows won prizes.  

 

He was an exceptional birder and a good friend. He will be missed!  

 

A memorial service will be held Tuesday, February 21, at 1:00 

p.m.at the Savannah Baptist Church.   Visitation prior to the service 

at the church at noon.   Cards can be sent to Ruth Galloway at the 

Saxton Riverside Care Center, 1616 Weisenborn Rd., St. Joseph, Mo. 

Ruth's phone number is 816 -232-8035.  The obituary will be in the 

St. Joseph News-Press tomorrow.  

Larry Lade  
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were endlessly thanked for taking the time to share this amazing 

event with so many people.  Park Rangers from Clay County and 

employees of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers and Missouri De-

partment of Conservation worked tirelessly to help keep traffic flow-

ing and visitors at a safe viewing distance.  The cooperation between 

all involved was seamless.  
 

There almost certainly wonõt be any Snowy Owls at Smithville Lake 

for Eagle Days next year or the year after that, or the year after 

that.  This was a once -in -many -decades event.  Hedwig came to Kan-

sas City and the crowds responded.  So did the amazing, dedicated 

and tireless volunteers of Missouri Master Naturalist, Burroughs 

Audubon Society and Audubon Society of Missouri!    
 

Snowy Owl viewing station volunteers who made this all happen:  

 

Missouri Master Naturalists:  

Mary Nemecek  

Linda Williams  

Bonnie Goldberg  

Sherry Leonardo  

Laurie Kosmiski  

Maggie Jackson  

Ann McCarthy & husband Mark Whiteaker  

Stephanie Holthaus & husband Kurt Holthaus  

Barbara Van Vleck  

Connie Carder  

 

Burroughs Audubon Society members and Birding Friends:  

Christine Kline  

Nancy Leo  

Kristi Mayo  

Bill Blackledge  

Keith Brink  

 

MDC and Honorary Missouri Master Naturalist:  

Larry Rizzo  
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ney Swifts  came from early September with 800 birds reported in Joplin 

Jasper  (LH) on 9 Sept and 1,850 from Greene on 10 Sept (GSa, m.ob.). The 

highest count in St. Louis area was in Webster Groves St. Louis  of 338 birds 

on 3 Oct (PL), also where the last bird of the season was seen on 22 Oct 

(PL). The last Ruby -throated Hummingbird , an ad male, was seen 15-18 

Nov in Kirkwood St. Louis, and was banded (Anne McCormack).  Three Ru-

fous Hummingbirds  were reported in the state this fall including a bird 

south of Kingdom City Callaway  on 3 Aug (Garry and Larry Houf); an adult 

male at Dan and Genie Burke's farm in Stony Hill Gasconade from 21 Oct 

through the end of the season; and one present 16 Nov through the end of 

the season in Christian  (Sarah Driver). Red -headed Woodpeckers  were 

reported as being abundant this year in appropriate habitat in north -

central, central, and southeastern MO (m.ob.). The highest count included 

an astounding 202 birds at WBSP on 4 Sept (MBR). The first Yellow -

bellied Sapsucker  of the season was at Pulltite Access, Current River 

Carter  on 23 Sept (MBR), with more birds appearing in expected numbers in 

late September and October.  

 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH SNOW BUNTING  

The first Olive -sided Flycatcher of the season was reported from Helton 

CA Harrison  on 8 Aug (SK, Terry McNeely, Myrna Carlton). A rather late 

report of this species included a single bird along Current River above Van 

Buren Carter  on 24 Sept (MBR). A late Eastern Wood -Pewee  was seen at 

SL on 17 Oct (MBR, JK). Yellow -bellied Flycatchers  were reported from 

23 Aug to 19 Sept with most reports (10) coming from two banding stations 

at MWSU and VMSP/CMIFP (JH, DR). A high count of 8 Acadian Fly-

catchers  came from ACCA on 9 Sept (MH). A late bird was encountered at 

BSSP on 24 Sept (MBR). A high number of 48 òTraillõsó (Willow/Alder)  

Flycatchers were banded at MWSU banding station between 27 Aug and 

BSSP on 24 Sept (MBR). A high number of 48 òTraillõsó (Willow/Alder)  

Flycatchers were banded at MWSU banding station between 27 Aug and 

19 Sept along with 43 Least Flycatchers  (JH). Eastern Phoebes  hung 

around the state through late October with a high late count of 11 birds at 

PCL on 24 Oct (MH) and all the way into late Nov with two observations 

involving single individuals on 6 Nov at PCL (MH) and on 26 Nov at MNWR 

(CBa). A fairly large loose flock of 24 Eastern Kingbirds  on 9 Sept at AC-

CA was notable (MH). A bird at BSSP on 24 Sept was rather late (MBR). 

High counts for migrating Scissor -tailed Flycatchers  included 20+ birds 

at Hi Lonesome Prairie CA Benton on 23 Sept (SK) and 45 in Joplin Jasper  

on 1 Oct with 3 birds seen at this location on 30 Oct (LH). The last sighting 

was of a single in Greene on 31 Oct (GS). Loggerhead Shrikes  were re-

ported from several locations north of Missouri River; all reports involved 

single birds per site. Four Northern Shrikes  were reported: one north of 

South Sever Lake Knox on 19 Nov that was present through the end of the 

season (FC, PK); one east of Kirksville Adair  on 20 Nov (FC); and 2 at Bilby 

Ranch CA Nodaway  on 30 Nov (Kirby Goslee). A very high count of  White -

eyed Vireos  was recorded at Meramec SP Franklin  on 13 Sept (MH) with 

the last report of this species on 30 Sept at PCL (MH). Blue -headed Vire-
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Second -cycle Lesser Black -backed Gull, which broke the earliest fall record 

by one day when it was found at Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary in St. 

Charles County on September 9 by Josh Uffman. Photo by Josh Uffman.  

 

included 43 at THCA on 4 Sept (RD). A juvenile of this species was present 

at SL on Nov. 1 (MBR, JK) and was seen again 5 ð6 Nov (JK). A very late 

bird was at LW on 25 Nov (CBa*). A Pomarine Jaeger  was found on 10 

Nov at SL (DW, KM**). A Common Ground Dove ** was found by Kevin 

Brunke at OSCA on 5 Nov. Another Common Ground Dove ** was found 

by Mike Brady on 24 Nov at Weldon Spring CA St. Charles  and was seen by 

m.ob. through the end of the season. Yellow -billed Cuckoos continued to 

be frequently encountered around the state into early Oct, with some still 

present in mid -Oct even in the Northwest, at Maitland Access Holt  on 16 

Oct (EW). Two Black -billed Cuckoos  were noted at the World Bird Sanc-

tuary St. Louis  on 19 Sept (PL). Two Barn Owls  were in Jasper  on 19 Sept 

(LH) and a single was at Dunn Ranch CA Harrison  on 28 Sept (Tom Nagel). 

At the beginning of what would become a major winter invasion of Snowy 

Owls,  there were two reports on 22 Nov at Nodaway Valley CA Holt/

Andrew (fide MBR) and two reports involving single birds on 29 Nov, both 

from the western part of the state: SCNWR (Corey Kudrna) and SL (found 

by DW; KM, m.ob.). The SL bird was òaged as an adult female, at least 4 

years old (probably 6) by Peter Pyle; this bird became known as the "Jetty 

Owl", one of five present at Smithville Lake (so far) this winter.ó (KM) The 

first Long -eared Owl  of the season was reported in Livingston  on 10 Nov 

(SK). A Short -eared Owl  was at VSWP on 30 Oct (Jim Jackson). A total of 

26 Northern Saw -whet Owls  were banded at two bird -banding locations: 

MWSU (JH) and VMSP/CMIFP (DR). Most of the records are from Novem-

ber, although one was banded at MWSU on 27 Oct and 2 at VMSP/CMIFP 

on 30 Oct. The records are evenly distributed from 3 to 28 Nov with highest 

counts of 5 birds on 4 Nov at VMSP/CMIFP and of 3 birds on 16 Nov at 

MWSU. The only peak count for migrating Common Nighthawks  includ-

ed 62 in Eureka St. Louis  on 20 Aug (JU). The two highest counts for Chim -  
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Paul M. McKenzie  

2311 Grandview Circle  

Columbia, MO 65203  

In 2008 (McKenzie 2009), I provided a report on bird observations 

during my holiday vacation to Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and noted 

how bird distributions and numbers had changed since I lived there 

between 1974 and 1989. Here, I provide additional evidence on just 

how drastic the changes have been, even some that have occurred 

since my write up on the 2008 observations. Some the changes are 

reflected in my own personal observations or results of the Baton 

Rouge CBC held on January 2.  

 

As in 2008 I spent a day birding with my good friend Joe Kleiman 

around the Baton Rouge area on 29 December 2011. We visited the 

same areas we did in 2008, which included lakes around LSU and 

the State Capitol and agricultural areas south of the LSU campus. 

As in 2008, common species included White Pelican, Great Egret, 

Snowy Egret, Forsterõs Tern, Double-crested Cormorant, Hooded 

Mergansers, White Ibis, Ruby -crowned Kinglet, Orange -crowned 

Warbler, Pine Warbler, American Pipit and Tree Swallows ñjust to 

name a few. We also observed regularly occurring species in fewer 

numbers, but ones that either donõt occur in Missouri in winter, or 

are rare here: Cattle Egret, Little Blue Heron, Eastern Phoebe, Fish 

Crow, House Wren, Common Yellowthroat, Wilsonõs Warbler, and 

Chipping Sparrow. Other species that were previously rare in the 

winter in the Baton Rouge area in winter but are now regular in-

cluded 2 Neotropic Cormorants  and a mind boggling 8 (!!!) An-

hingas  at Capitol Lake. While at the lake we met a local birder 

(Jane Patterson) who noted that there was also a winter roost of Ro-

seate Spoonbill  that is observed at dusk (subsequently observed 

during the CBC - see below). 
 

There is no group of birds that better represent the change in winter 

distribution in Baton Rouge than wintering hummingbirds. I visited 

only two feeders while in Baton Rouge but saw 6 species (!) and at 

least 40 individuals that included: Annaõs, Black -chinned, Broad -

tailed, Calliope , Rufous/Allenõs and Ruby -throated . There were 

so many birds and aggressive interaction between them that it was 

often hard to get a good look at one bird before it was chased off by 

another. If anyone wants to beef up on plumages of female and im - 

Weõre Not in Missouri Anymore Toto or  Observations of 

a Returning Birder to Baton Rouge, Lousiana - Part 2  
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mature western hummers and review call notes, Baton Rouge is a 

must visit in the winter! In fact, during the Baton Rouge CBC, there 

were no less than 8 (!!) species of hummers recorded (Allenõs and 

Buff -bellied  were identified) involving an astronomical total of 239 

(!!!)  individuals. I can remember the days when more than two spe-

cies of hummers (Rufous and Black -chinned) and any more than a 

hand full of individuals was a rare bird highlight. There are so many 

wintering hummers in Louisiana this year that infamous humming-

bird bander Nancy Newfield has already set a record on number of 

individuals banded for this past fall and current winter season.  

 

Further suggested evidence of changes in bird distribution was re-

flected in my visit to a Baton Rouge park prior to looking for an 

Annaõs Hummingbird at the home of my good friend Dr. J. V. 

Remsen on 30 January. Because Van and I were not scheduled to 

meet until 11:00 a.m., I decided to go birding at a large park 

(Highland Park) that has a wide variety of habitats. Stopping along 

a trail in the midst of a large Chinese privet ( Ligustrum sinense ) 

thicket, I spished and quickly had a mixed species flock of Carolina 

Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Downy Woodpecker, Carolina Wren, 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet, American Robin, Hermit Thrush, Orange -

crowned Warbler, Yellow -rumped Warbler, White -eyed Vireo 

(regular winter resident throughout the state) and White -throated 

Sparrow respond. In the midst of all the chatter, I heard a call note 

that I did not immediately recognize. As I ran the note through my 

bird call memory bank, it suddenly dawned on me what it was - OV-

ENBIRD ! Oh my God I said to myself! I hear the call notes of an 

Ovenbird! As I continued to spish, an Ovenbird popped into view 

and joined the other members of the mixed -species flock that were 

scolding me. Realizing the significance of the record (I had never 

observed this species in winter in Baton Rouge in 15 years and was 

not sure if it could not constitute the first area winter record; I had 

previously only observed this species in winter along the southwest-

ern Louisiana coast), I quickly recorded some field notes on a 3 x 5ó 

index card and decided to leave the location. Returning where I was 

parked, I located some pink flagging tape (for some expansion pro-

ject), removed a couple of strips and quietly returned to the site to 

mark the exact location.  

 

When I arrived at Vanõs house, I provided exact directions to the 

spot in hopes that the bird could be relocated during the CBC 3 days 

later and Van placed the sighting on the Louisiana birding list 

serve. I also filled out an online documentation form as soon as I re-

turned to my familyõs residence in Baton Rouge. Taking extra time 

to mark the exact location paid off as the bird was relocated (in al-
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Oct ð beginning of Nov at RMBS with 13 on 30 Oct (BR) and 35 on 3 Nov 

(J&CM). Stilt Sandpipers  were recorded regularly during the season 

across the state with a high late count of 340 at SCNWR on 17 Oct (MBR, 

JK). Buff -breasted Sandpipers  put on a nice show this fall with numer-

ous reports from most parts of the state. The first 5 individuals were at 

RMBS on 7 Aug (JU) with numbers peaking in the St. Louis area on 4 Sept 

with 36 birds reported from CPSP (JU); reports at this location continued 

until 13 Sept, when 14 birds were noted (PK). From across the state, 30 

were reported south of St. Joseph Buchanan  on 2 Sept (LL) and in an unex-

pected location at SL on 5 Sept (KM). A single bird at SCNWR on 17 Oct 

represents the latest state record (MBR, JK*). 330 Long -billed Dowitch-

ers  were recorded at SCNWR on 17 Oct, with 150 birds at this location on 1 

Nov, which is a high count for this date (MBR, JK). About the same time, 9 

birds were reported from across the state at RMBS on 30 Oct (BR). A single 

American Woodcock  was reported from Greene on 25 Oct (Dorothy Thur-

man) and 3 individuals were near Beaufort Franklin  on 5 Nov (JU). Red -

necked Phalaropes were only reported from the St. Louis area with 2 -3 

present at RMBS on 27 -29 Aug (BR, JU, PL) and 1 -2 at CPSP on Sept. 4 

and 11 (JU, BR). An imm. Red Phalarope  was photographed at MCA on 4 

Nov (MBR**, JK), which represents the latest fall record of this casual fall 

migrant in the state . 

 

GULLS THROUGH WOODPECKERS  

 

Two Black -legged Kittiwakes  were reported this season, the more ex-

pected one along Mississippi River at RMBS on 20 Nov (J&CM) and one 

bird at LW on 24 Nov (CBa**). A first -cycle Little Gull * was at SL 4 -5 Nov 

(DW, RD). Bonaparteõs Gulls made their first appearance in the state on 

16 Oct with 10 birds reported from SL (KM) and peaked as expected in mid -

late November with 250 birds reported from THCA on 20 Nov (PK) and 250 

from SL on the same date (DW, PK). The highest count of the season was of 

600 at SL on 25 Nov (KM). A first -year Laughing Gull  was found by David 

Becher on 25 Aug at CPSP, where it remained through at least 28 Aug (BR, 

JU). A late Franklinõs Gull was reported from LW on 26 Nov (CBa). 400 

Ring -billed Gulls  on 27 Aug at CPSP was a relatively high count given the 

early date (JU). The highest count included 3,000 birds present at the even-

ing roost on SL on 25 Nov (KM). Highlight of the gull season was an adult 

California Gull ** found by Matt Andrews at Aldrich Polk  on 13 Nov 

(m.ob.). Several reports of Lesser Black -Backed Gulls  included the earli-

est fall record by one day of a 2 nd-cycle bird at RMBS on 9 Sept (JU, ph.). An 

adult was reported from the same location on 20 Nov (JU). A 2 nd-cycle bird 

was present at SL 28 Oct - 11 Nov (KM, RD); òvery likely the same bird was 

observed on both dates and a similar bird was also seen in the gull roost 

Dec. 9 by DW, so it may have been present through the end of the peri-

odó (KM). An adult was present at LBSP on 25 Nov (PK). The last report of 

Least Tern  for the season was of 3 on 7 Aug (MT). Eight Caspian Terns  

at Aldrich Arm of Stockton Reservoir Polk  (GSa, Laura Samuel) on 10 Sept 

represent the high count of the season. A late Common Tern  was at South 

Farm R -1 Lake Boone on 12 Oct (RD). The high count for Forsterõs Tern  
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graphed by Becky Wylie in Newton  on 21 Nov. Black -bellied Plovers  lin-

gered longer than usual in the state with 6 -7 birds present at RMBS 30 Oct 

through 3 Nov (BR, J&CM), and 3 were at SCNWR on 1 Nov (MBR, JK). 

American Golden -Plovers  were reported into Nov; with a very high late 

count of 102 at SCNWR and Bob Brown CA Holt  on 1 Nov (MBR, JK), while 

single birds were at OSCA on 8 Nov (CBa) and at SCNWR on 19 Nov (LL). 

Semipalmated Plovers  were reported twice during Oct with one bird re-

ported from Sandy Slough Lincoln  on 8 Oct (MT) and 2 reported from 

SCNWR on 17 Oct (MBR, JK). Three Piping Plovers  were at the Aldrich 

arm of Stockton Reservoir Polk  on 7 Aug (GSw, m.ob.). The high count for 

Killdeer  included 1,650 on 1 Nov at SCNWR and Bob Brown CA Holt  

(MBR, JK). The season high count of 62 Black -necked Stilts  was at OSCA 

on 27 Aug (CBa), where expected. As part of the recent range expansion, 

this species is now regular in the St. Louis area, where it was reported from 

the end of Aug to mid -Sept with 7 reported on 17 Aug from RMBS and 4 -6 

present at CPSP between 27 Aug and 13 Sept (JU, PL, PK). Eight Ameri-

can Avocets  were present at CPSP from 27 Aug through 4 Sept with one 

bird still around on 16 Sept (JU). Two reports from the Southeast included 3 

at OSCA on 13 Sept and one at MNWR on 1 Oct (CBa). A high count of 37 

was reported from SL on 17 Oct (MBR, JK). The latest sighting for the sea-

son was of 2 at MCA on 4 Nov (MBR, JK). Two late reports for Spotted 

Sandpiper  involved a single at Sandy Slough Lincoln  on 8 Oct (JU) and a 

very late bird at LW on 25 Nov (CBa). An injured Solitary Sandpiper  on 8 

Oct at Sandy Slough Lincoln  (JU) was the last of the season. Greater Yel-

lowlegs  lingered into early Nov, with a high late count of 53 on 1 Nov from 

SCNWR and Bob Brown CA Holt  (MBR, JK) and 1 -3 reported from RMBS 3 

Nov through 7 Nov (JU, J&CM). A high late count of 330 Lesser Yellow-

legs  was reported from SCNWR on 17 Oct (MBR, JK). The last record of the 

season for this species was of a single at SL on 23 Oct (KM). Four Upland 

Sandpipers  on 5 Aug at SLNWR was the seasonõs high count (SK). A Mar-

bled Godwit  was found by Matt Andrews at CPSP on 28 Aug and stayed 

through 4 Sept (JU). A Ruddy Turnstone  was reported from CPSP on 29 

Aug (JU), while 3 were there from 4 Sept (JU) through 11 Sept (PL). Sand-

erlings  were reported twice from LBSP benefiting from an extensive shore-

line with 3 present on 3 Sept (PK) and one on 17 Sept (PK, FC). Western 

Sandpiper , an uncommon to rare transient in St. Louis area in the fall, 

was reported twice from CPSP: 2 imm. on 29 Aug and 2 adults on 4 Sept 

(JU); a single bird was reported from Rogersville Greene on 2 Sept (GSa). 

Least Sandpipers  were coming through the state in October in relatively 

high numbers with 230 on 8 Oct (MT), 200 on 16 Oct and 50 on 22 Oct re-

ported from Sandy Slough Lincoln  (BR); 28 were still present in the St. Lou-

is area at CCL on 5 Nov (MT). The latest report for the state was of 5 at 

Carl Junction Lagoons Jasper  on 28 Nov (LH). White -rumped Sandpiper , 

which is casual in the fall across the state, was reported twice with 5 birds 

on 11 Sept at CPSP (BR, acc.) and a single bird at Jamestown Development 

Greene on 17 Sept (GSa fide BR, acc.). Good counts of 12-25 Bairdõs Sand-

pipers  were noted at CPSP 27 Aug ð 4 Sept (JU); the latest record of the 

season was 6 along with 4 late Pectoral Sandpipers  at CLCA on 29 Oct 

(KM). Relatively high counts for Dunlin  were noted at the very end of  
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most the identical spot as 3 days earlier) and photographed during 

the CBC on January 2. This was, in fact, the first winter record for 

Baton Rouge and East Baton Rouge Parish. A total of approximately 

143 species was observed during the Baton Rouge CBC. This is was 

a very remarkable total (not far from the all -time record for this 

count) considering the continued loss of habitat that continues in the 

city. Birds listed by the complier as the most unexpected were the 

Ovenbird, Annaõs Hummingbird, and a Scottõs Oriole that was not 

discovered until the day of the count. Although I enjoyed being able 

to contribute to the count indirectly, I was more amazed by the spe-

cies that were not  considered rare enough to be included in the list 

of top birds for the count: 8 Neotropic Cormorants, 16 Anhingas, 1 

Tri -colored Heron, 1 White -faced Ibis, 1 Vermillion Flycatcher, 11 

Stilt Sandpipers, 1 Caspian Tern, 202 (!!) White -winged Doves, 

1Whip -poor-will, 5 Calliope Hummingbirds, 5 Broad -tailed Hum-

mingbirds, 2 Allenõs Hummingbirds, and 1 Black-and-white War-

bler!! I can remember the day when any of these species recorded at 

a Baton Rouge CBC tally would be reason for celebration. Clearly, as 

noted in 2008 (McKenzie 2009) the distribution of birds in the Baton 

Rouge area had changed and continues to change from the days 

when I lived in the state. As in Missouri, it is likely that such chang-

es are due to milder winters and the potential impacts of global 

warming.  

 

On my way back to Missouri, my wife and I stopped at a rest area 

north of the Arkansas line. As I stepped out of the car, the cold tem-

perature, high winds and a bitter wind chill reminded me that I had 

left the land of warm temperatures, wintering hummers (at least in 

abundance) and the chances of seeing a December Ovenbird! Reality 

had set in - I was back in Missouri ñbut at least my chances of see-

ing a Snowy Owl had just increased!  

 

Literature Cited  

McKenzie, P. M. 2009. Weõre not in Missouri any more, Toto (or ob-

servations of a returning birder to Baton Rouge, La.). Blue-

bird  76(1):33-37. 
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National Geographic Field Guide to the 

Birds of North America, Sixth Edition  

By Jon L. Dunn and Jonathan Alderfer. 

2011. National Geographic Society, 576 pp.  

 

òI like a field guide that fits in my jeans back 

pocket.ó If thatõs the most important thing 

about a field guide for you, then enjoy your 

old favorite, but read this to learn what 

you're missing.  

 

The sixth edition of the National Geographic 

Field Guide to the Birds of North America  is 

a humdinger of a field guide! There are a couple of òcould have been 

betteró features, but the overall result does great credit to the genre. 

 

Letõs start with the bells and whistles because thatõs what we see 

first:  

 

End flaps. They provide instant place holders. The front flap is a 

quick -find index; the back one is an explanation of the range map 

symbols and colors.  

 

Inside covers. These are the visual indices to species. Small illustra-

tions of species representative of families and the page numbers for 

them are shown.  

 

Thumb tabs. Seven tabs provide instant access to Hawks, Sandpi-

pers, Gulls, Flycatchers, Warblers, Sparrows and Finches.  

 

The Introduction includes sections of real value to intermediate and 

beginning birders. Discussions introduce the reader to species selec-

tion, families, scientific names, subspecies, behavior, voice, molt and 

plumage sequence, plumage variation, measurements, abundance 

and habitat, and explain how these are dealt with in this field guide. 

Each section is accompanied with a margin illustration and brief 

text that highlights the topic.  

 

The Parts of a Bird section has illustrations and text worth review-

ing by even well -experienced birders. The Range Maps explanation 

is a good discussion of bird occurrence, but fails to alert the user to 

two special sections in the back of the guide [see below].  

 

 

BOOK REVIEW  

Edge Wade  
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Herculaneum Jefferson on 18 Oct (CBa), which is a high count for this far 

north in eastern MO; 25 were in McDonald  on 11 Nov (LH, Joyce Haynes). 

At least 100 were roosting at Shepherd of the Hills Fish Hatchery Stone in 

early Nov (EW). A late high count of 20 Turkey Vultures  came from 

McDonald  on 11 Nov (LH, Joyce Haynes). The Osprey  high count was of 6 

at SL on 10 Sept (KM). Two Mississippi Kites  were at Des Peres St. Louis  

(MT) and an imm. was in St. Louis on 29 Aug (PL); records from the south-

west included 1 in Taney on 2 Aug (AK), an imm. at Lake Springfield Greene 

on 31 Aug (Dean Rising), and there were three reports from Jasper : 1-2 

birds on 20 Aug (LH, MH) and 1 on 3 Sept (LH), which was the last one of 

the season. A very early Northern Harrier  was observed by the MBRC 

members at EBCA on 13 Aug. The highest count for the season included 18 

at OSCA on 8 Oct (CBa). A Red -shouldered Hawk  at Platte Falls CA 

Platte  on 31 Aug was noteworthy as this species is uncommon in the north-

western part of the state (EW, JN). The highest counts for migrating Broad

-winged Hawks  all came from the same date 25 Sept: 500 birds at Lake of 

the Ozarks SP Miller/Camden  (JU, EW), 232 birds at Lee C. Fine Airport 

Camden (MT), and 102 birds at Henning CA  Taney (Dave Catlin, m.ob.). 

The highest count for Red -tailed Hawk  was 38 at OSCA on 30 Nov (CBa). 

There was one report in eastern MO [there were many for the western half] 

for "Harlan's" form of Red -tailed Hawk , from Eureka St. Louis  on 18 Oct 

(JU). An imm. Golden Eagle  with bicolored tail and at least some white at 

base of primaries was at Cuivre River SP Lincoln  on 22 Oct (BR). Another 

imm. bird was seen at SCNWR on 19 Nov (LL). Merlins  were reported from 

across the state throughout the season with all reports involving single 

birds, with the earliest on 28 Aug at MNWR (CBa). An early Peregrine 

Falcon  was sighted at Trail of Tears SP Cape Girardeau  on 30 Aug (MH). 

This species was observed regularly through Sept with the last record of a 

single at RMBS on 15 Oct (MT). The only Prairie Falcon  report was from 

TPCA on 4 Nov (MBR, JK).  

 

RAILS THROUGH PHALAROPES  

 

A Yellow Rail  was flushed at an unusual location along SL on 17 Oct (JK). 

This species was also reported from VSWP on 27 Oct and 29 Oct (DH). An 

unusually low peak count of 10 Sora  came from BKLCA on 8 Oct (MT, PL). 

Two Common Gallinules  were at LC on 11 Aug (JH), which is expected, 

while the one found by Al Smith** at August A. Busch CA St. Charles  on 2 

Nov stayed at least till 4 Nov (PL) representing the latest date for the state. 

American Coots  were reported in high numbers this season with the peak 

in late October. 3,000 were observed at SL on 16 Oct (KM), the seasonõs high 

count of 8,000 birds covered the entire southwestern shoreline of Long 

Branch Lake at LBSP on 30 Oct (PK), and 3,000 were present at RMBS on 

the same date (BR). A Sandhill Crane  was at RMBS on 23 Nov (J&CM); a 

high count of 16 was at Dark Cypress Unit of Duck Creek CA Bollinger  on 

30 Nov (Matt Bowyer). Three, including 2 young and an adult from the pair 

that nested successfully at EBCA this summer, were seen at EBCA 

throughout the season (EW). One of the most exciting sightings of this sea-

son was a pair of Whooping Cranes*  found by Jeff Cantrell and photo - 
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Views of an Aechmophorus  grebe found by Frankie Cuculich at Thousand 

Hills State Park in Adair Co. 23 -24 October. The bird was thought by experts 

to be a hybrid Western/Clarkõs Grebe. Photos by Peter Kondrashov. 

 

tern reports. Four Least Bitterns  at RMBS on 5 Sept represent the only 

report this fall (PL). Great Blue Herons  did not show up in high numbers 

this season with the largest concentration reported being only 100+ birds at 

RMBS and CPSP on 11 Sept (BR). Relatively high numbers of Great 

Egrets  were reported from the eastern part of the state from mid -Aug to 

early Sept with 920 at MNWR on 14 Aug and 250 -350 at RMBS and CPSP 

between 27 Aug and 11 Sept (BR, JU). SK reported 200+ Great Egrets pre-

sent at Missouri River Bottoms Carroll  on 19 Aug. The last report of the 

season was of a single at LVL on 30 Nov (Sherry Leonardo, Karen Stair). 

Snowy Egret  high counts were 26 -60 at RMBS and CPSP on 27 Aug and 

29 Aug, respectively (BR, JU). The latest 2 were at SCNWR on 17 Oct 

(MBR, JK). Reports for Little Blue Herons  included 136 at RMBS on 5 

Aug (JU) and 200 at RMBS and CPSP on 27 Aug (BR). Cattle Egrets  were 

reported widely during Nov; 1 at EBCA 4 Nov (Sandy Elbert , Kathleen An-

derson), 2 at RMBS 20 Nov (J&CM) with one remaining through 26 Nov 

(JU, PL), and 3 at SCNWR 25 Nov (JB) where one remained through at 

least 29 Nov (DAE), tying the previous latest date for the this species during 

fall. A high count of 13 Green Herons  was at OSCA on 16 Aug (CBa). An 

imm. White Ibis (acc.) was at RMBS on 6 Aug (J&CM). A Plegadis  sp. 

(dark ibis) was identified as a Glossy Ibis * on 8 Oct near BKLCA òbased on 

pattern and color of facial skin border, plus low color contrast between facial 

skin and billó (MT, Al Smith). A very late Plegadis  sp. was reported from 

SCNWR between 25 -30 Nov (Kirby Goslee, Darrin Welchert). A Roseate 

Spoonbill  (acc.) found at OSCA on 2 Sept represents the 12 th  state record 

(CBa). Black Vultures  were reported throughout the season, often north 

and east of their expected range. Twelve birds were seen 1 -2 miles north of  
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The test of a field guide is in its depiction and description of the spe-

cies. The òNational Geo 6ó passes with [ahem] flying colors! The 

plates are very, very good. Many are new for this edition. In addition 

to lines pointing to special field marks, short statements pointing 

out differences in similar species appear next to the illustrations. 

This is a really helpful feature, but could have been better; the type-

face is too light. Small size is required to fit the space, but the light-

ness makes for unnecessarily difficult reading.  

 

In recent years, weõve come to expect changes in taxonomic order in 

new field guides [shaken, not stirred, per the fictional Mr. Bond]. So 

it is with this one. Greater White -fronted Goose leads off the species 

accounts. Results of recent splits follow immediately: Tundra Bean -

Goose and Taiga Bean-Goose round out the page. More change is 

represented in the Wood Warbler section with their revised recog-

nized relationships and genus names for us to relearn.  

 

There are 990 species depicted, including those Paul Lehman, Scott 

Schuette, and others have turned up in places like St. Lawrence Is-

land, the Aleutians, and Pribilofs, but also some special birds seen 

by several Missourians, like the Amazon Kingfisher at Laredo in 

2010, and the Bentsen Rio Grande State Park Bare -throated Tiger -

Heron of 2009 -10. 

 

These are in a special section beginning on page 530. Itõs a feature 

not seen in a field guide since the 1997 American Bird Conservan-

cyõs All The Birds of North America . This 18 -page Accidental/Extinct 

Species section has good-sized illustrations and succinct discussions 

of field marks, normal range and the appearance(s) in the ABA area 

for 92 species with fewer than three records in the past two decades 

or five in the last hundred years.  

 

Not -quite -so-rare birds, like the Black -vented Oriole, Tufted Fly-

catcher, Loggerhead Kingbird, Fieldfare and Redwing appear with 

their more common cousins in the main body of the book. This guide 

provides comprehensive coverage of birds found in the U.S. and Can-

ada and yet remains appropriate and manageable for use in the 

field.  

 

Range maps for many of the species are more refined than we're 

used to. Missouriõs mid-continent position puts us in the path of on -

going range changes for several species. Some of these are reflected 

well in the range maps. Others (Western Kingbird, for example) 

could have been portrayed better.  

 

The penultimate section of the guide, òSubspecies Maps,ó has large, 

detailed range maps (half -page for Swainsonõs Thrush, four or six to 
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a page for the others) for 37 species with distinguishable subspecies 

in North America.  

 

These are really great for figuring out what subspecies is likely to be 

seen where and to point a birder to what differences might be ex-

pected when traveling. Orange -crowned Warblers in southern Cali-

fornia don't look like the ones we see coming through Missouri, for 

instance. The maps are also a good "heads up" tool for noting differ-

ences of subspecies that might be subject to future splits.  

 

For the lister or for those curious about bird occurrence, taxonomy 

and checklist development, the Appendix is a concise explanation of 

AOU and ABA checklist differences, with some fine species discus-

sion in the mix.  

 

To sum up, the National Geographic Field Guide to the Birds of 

North America, Sixth Edition, has the features and the quality to 

make it the best choice of beginning and intermediate birders as 

their primary guide.  

 

All experienced birders will find information in this sixth edition to 

make its purchase well worth the price. Even if youõve been birding 

for many years, you may find that soon you are looking at it first 

and your old favorite has migrated to the second layer of the stack.  

Paul M. McKenzie  

2311 Grandview Circle  

Columbia, MO 65203  

On Tuesday February 7, 2012, I received the sad news of the passing 

of Dr. William (Bill) Goodge on February 5, 2012. As all Missouri 

birders who had learned of the news, the notice was a shock to all of 

us. Rather than dwell on the incredible loss to the ornithological and 

birding community by Billõs passing, it would be most fitting that we 

celebrate his life by sharing thoughts from friends and colleagues.  

William Goodge was born on April 26, 1928, to Lyman and Suzanne 

Goodge in Seattle, Washington. Bill earned three degrees in zoology: 

a B.S. from the University of Washington in 1949, a M.S. from the 

University of Michigan in 1950 and a Ph.D. from the University of 

Washington in 1957. He served in the U.S. Army Medical Service 

Corps during the Korean War and was stationed in Texas and Ger-

many.  

In Memoriam:  A Tribute to Bill Goodge (1928 -2012) 
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good appearance across the state starting with 3 female -plumaged birds at 

SL on 17 Oct (MBR, JK). A single was at Poosey CA Livingston  on 31 Oct 

(SK, Doris Fitchett, Myrna Carlton). Another was seen at Perry Philips 

Lake Boone on 6 Nov (EW). Up to four were reported from RMBS on Nov 24 

and 26 (JU, RD). Two White -winged Scoters  were found at SL on 10 Nov 

(DW, KM). Four imm./female -type Black Scoters  were found by Al Smith 

at RMBS on 5 Nov until the end of the season. An adult male Long -tailed 

Duck  was at SL on 10 Nov (KM). A imm./female -type Long -tailed Duck  

was at RMBS from 26 Nov (JU, PL). The two highest counts for Bufflehead  

were on 20 Nov: 148 birds at RMBS (JU) and 500 birds at LC (LL). Red -

breasted Mergansers  showed up in good numbers during Nov in the west-

ern half of the state with 10+ reported from several locations and a high 

count of 125 reported from SL on 25 Nov (KM). The highest count of 5,100 

for Ruddy Duck  was in Maryville area Nodaway  on 9 Nov (DAE). Six cov-

eys of Northern Bobwhites  totaling 48 birds were seen at Niawathe Prai-

rie Dade (CBu). A high count of 34 Greater Prairie -Chickens  was report-

ed from TPCA on 4 Nov (MBR, JK). The only Red -throated Loon  of the 

season was at LW on 6 Nov (CBa, ph.). Two Pacific Loons  were reported, 

one on 5 Nov, SL (DW, m.ob.) and one on 8 Nov, LC (LL). Common Loon  

high counts included 47 at Stockton Lake Cedar on 5 Nov (MBR, JK), 18 at 

LC on 8 Nov (LL), and 20 at SL on 11 Nov (KM). High numbers of migrating 

Pied -billed Grebes  were: 94, 24 Sept at OSCA (CBa), 210 on 27 Oct at SL 

(KM), and 100+ at TRW on 29 Oct (SK). Horned Grebe  high counts includ-

ed 12 on 28 Oct at SL (KM), 11 in the Maryville area Nodaway  on 9 Nov 

(DAE), and 33 at LW on 26 Nov (CBa). An adult Red -necked Grebe  in 

transitional plumage showed up at Sever South Lake Knox on 19 Oct (FC, 

PK, ph.). Single Eared Grebes  were found at LC on 10 Oct. and 21 Nov 

(LL). FC found an interesting Aechmophorus grebe at Thousand Hills SP 

Adair  on 23 Oct. Photographs by PK on 24 Oct revealed that the bird exhib-

ited some asymmetry in the facial pattern, particularly in the distribution of 

black in the loral area. The replies from several experts including Steven G. 

Mlodinow were concurrent with the identification of this grebe as a possible 

hybrid between Western and Clarkõs grebes. Western Grebes  were widely 

reported primarily from the western part of the state. The first was record 

early for the fall season on 16 -18 Sept at SL (DW*, PK). One to 3 birds were 

present at SL starting on 23 Oct through the end of the period (KM, m.ob.). 

A central MO record included a single bird at SLNWR on 29 Oct (SK). A 

single bird was reported from Table Rock Lake Taney on 21 Nov (GSw, 

CBu).   
 

 

CORMORANTS THROUGH FALCONS  

Double -crested Cormorants nested at CPSP with 80 birds and at least 

15 nests 27 Aug and 125 birds including young on 29 Aug, representing one 

of few known nesting rookeries in the state and a first for this area (JU, 

BR). Three Anhingas  were reported from MNWR on 28 Aug (CBa) and one 

was at OSCA on 12 Sept (CBa). Am. White Pelicans  returned with 80 

birds on 3 Aug at TRW (SK). By the end of the month 198 were at MNWR 

on 28 Aug (CBa) and 800 at CPSP on 29 Aug (JU). There were no Am. Bit - 
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records from the St. Louis area topping off with 27 on 26 Nov at RMBS (PL). 

Most of the Cackling Goose  reports were also from Nov except for an early 

group of 5 birds on 18 Sept at MSL (DAE). The highest Nov count included 

10 at DCL on 29 Nov (CBa). Shirley Crow Stevens ( fide  CBa) reported 9 

Swans (Cygnus sp.) at Dexter Rice Fields Stoddard . Trumpeter Swans  

were only reported during the month of November primarily from RMBS 

starting with 4 on 7 Nov (JU) and reaching 150 by 26 Nov (PL). The only 

report of this species outside of the St. Louis area was of 15 at SCNWR on 

29 Nov (DAE). Both Tundra Swan  reports of 2 on 24 Nov (RD) and 3 on 26 

Nov (PL) were confined to RMBS. VSWP held a large flock of Wood Ducks  

(200+) through Sept but the number dropped to around 80 by the end of Oct 

(DH). The highest count for Gadwall  included 6,500 in the Maryville area 

Nodaway  on 9 Nov (DAE). A high count of 420 American Wigeons  was 

reported from OSCA on 8 Nov (CBa). The only two definitive reports of one 

bird each for American Black Duck  came from SCNWR on 20 Nov (JB) 

and MNWR on 26 Nov (CBa). A female Mottled Duck (acc.) was found by 

Matt Andrews on 28 Aug at CPSP; the bird was still present on 29 Aug (JU 

ph.). Only few days later on 1 Sept a Mottled Duck (acc.) was found by 

CBa (ph.) at OSCA. The bird was still present on 3 Sept -30 Oct (CBa). A 

Mottled/American Black Duck was reported from SCNWR on 1 Nov 

(MBR, JK). A high count of 6,000 for Northern Shoveler  came from 

Maryville area Nodaway  on 9 Nov (DAE). The highest count of Green -

winged Teal  included 4,625 birds at SCNWR on 29 Nov (DAE). The high 

count of 1,000 for Ring -necked Duck  was in the Maryville area Nodaway  

on 9 Nov (DAE). Thirty -two Greater Scaup  were in the Maryville area 

Nodaway  on 9 Nov (DAE). A high count of 9,000 Lesser Scaup  was record-

ed in the Maryville area Nodaway  on 9 Nov (DAE). Surf Scoters  made a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Mottled Duck, one of two found this season, was located at Otter 

Slough CA, Stoddard Co., on September 1. Photo by Josh Uffman.  
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Bill married the delightful Eleanor Boudreau in 1957 in Seattle. 

From 1957 to 1964, they lived in Morgantown, WV, where he taught 

anatomy at the University of West Virginia. In 1964, he accepted a 

position in the Department of Anatomy at the University of Missouri 

School of Medicine in Columbia, where he taught anatomy until his 

retirement. Throughout his career Bill received various teaching 

awards. He was a director of the gift body program, secretary -

treasurer of the Missouri State Anatomical Board, and was a mem-

ber of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, 

American Ornithologistsõ Union and Cooper Ornithological Society. 

He published scientific papers on the American Dipper and wood-

peckers.  

 

Bill was well traveled and enjoyed trips to the Appalachians, the 

Northern Cascade Mountains, northern Minnesota, and other areas 

scattered throughout the U.S. in search of birds. After his retire-

ment, his love of birding spurred him to travel to such exotic locales 

such as Africa, Thailand, New Zealand, Australia and South Ameri-

ca. 
 

Bill was so humble and such an unassuming individual that many 

were unaware that he had earned a Ph.D. He was one of the most 

intelligent and well -read individuals I have ever met and his 

knowledge of birds was extensive. Bill had the rare trait of being 

able to bridge the gap between expert ornithologists and beginning 

birders and he could seamlessly rub shoulders with either group. He 

was always willing to share his knowledge with others and he often 

volunteered to lead bird walks and to step up to the plate for various 

projects. He was a long time member of the Audubon Society of Mis-

souri and regularly participated in Society events. One fact un-

known to many is that he volunteered many hours updating the cu-

ration of the bird collection on the University of Missouri campus. 

His bird expertise was recognized with his selection on the Missouri 

Bird Records Committee (MBRC) in 1998 where he served for 10 

years until his retirement in 2008. He had a keen eye for detail and 

on more than one occasion I remember where he would catch the 

inadvertent typographical spelling of a scientific name of a bird rec-

orded in a draft of the MBRCõs annual report.  

 

Bill loved birding and accompanying others in the field. One charac-

teristic I was always impressed by was his enthusiasm for every bird 

he saw regardless of how common it was. In the days when he was 

still able to drive, I can remember that he would often be the first 

birder to show up whether it was a Clay -colored Sparrow outside my 

office window, the first Short -eared Owl at Bradford Farms, or the  


