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Black -bellied Whistling Duck, Nash Rd. Scott, 26 May 2018.  

Photo Allen Gathman  
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First of all, thank you for the  

opportunity to serve ASM in a 

different capacity. We had a 

great Fall Meeting in Columbia, 

and many attendees were able 

to see some new birds. Probably 

the most popular species added 

by several to their life lists was 

Nelsonõs Sparrowñseen both at 

Eagle Bluffs and Bradford 

Farm. This meeting was also 

the first Fall Meeting away 

from Camp Clover Point in dec-

ades. We did see a bit higher 

attendance at the meeting than 

last year, and several new faces, 

so I would class the move as a 

modest success. Stoney Creek 

was a good venue for us, we had 

some great field trip leaders, and an enjoyable speaker in Mr. Al 

Batt. Thanks especially to Columbia Audubon and Lottie Bushmann 

for all the local help to make this meeting happen! Hope to see eve-

ryone at next yearõs fall meeting at Clover Point! The Spring Meet-

ing will be at Bunker Hill Resort in Shannon County, which many 

remember fondly for the super birding when we met there 3 years 

ago. 

One of the most momentous things about the next two years is con-

sidering whether we should change the organizationõs name, and if 

so, to what. Please see the article in the following pages regarding 

this important decision we should all discuss over the next year. We 

want everyoneõs feedback in considering this possible change. 

This has been a remarkable year for birding and bird -related activi-

ties for me. Yes, I stepped into the role of ASM President after the 

Fall Meeting, but have also taken a couple of the best birding trips 

of my life. Hope and I went with a group to the Caribbean slope of 

Costa Rica in March. It was a great trip with two guides who were 

knowledgeable about birds, but also the history and culture of their 

native country. I added around 50 species to my world list (it was 

not really hard -core birding, but a leisurely pace). We will be return-

ing with the same group in 2019 to visit the Pacific Slope, and are 
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already looking forward to it.  

In May, I was lucky enough to participate in the ABA -High Lone-

some Tours special Alaska trip. This was a more typical birding 

trip ñ2 ½ days on St. Paul Island in the Bering Sea, 3 days at Gam-

bell on St. Lawrence Island, and 2 days in the area around Nome. I 

was able to add 40 species to my North American list, including 

many I have wanted to see in the field for decades.  

More recently, I conducted that most sedentary of birding activi-

tiesñthe Big Sit ñfrom my deck. Since June, we have moved out to 

my parentsõ former house and are enjoying country living (including 

a lot more birds). Thanks to those who helped inaugurate the òBillõs 

Deck Sittersó Big Sit circle, and to those who helped eat all the food 

we had! 

Unfortunately, we currently lack a Vice President for ASM. The per-

son in this position also serves as President -Elect, and primarily 

organizes or helps to organize the meetings. I have asked several 

members to serve as a nominating committee to suggest a Vice Pres-

ident . However , i f anyone is wi l l ing to serve ASM in this capaci ty, 

please let me know. We need dedicated members to help with 

ASMñwherever your talents lie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Phoebe Delany Lake CA Mississippi 11 Oct 2018 

Photo Mark Haas  
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WE WELCOME OUR NEW ASM MEMBERS!  

Kevin Wehner  

Remember, new members are our future. If a new member lives near you, 

say, òHowdy and welcome to ASM.ó In addition, recruit another new mem-

ber. Welcome to these 25 new ASM members in the 4th quarter of 

2018! 

 

Whitney Allard      Kansas City, MO  

Beverly Arnold      St. Peters, MO  

Sheryl Barley      Overland, MO  

Kristin & Ken Clark     Maryland Heights, 

      MO  

Barbara Cunningham     Norborne, MO  

Reva Dow      Birch Tree, MO  

Jim Gast & Donna Brunet    Columbia, MO  

Thomas George     Columbia, MO  

Kim Hoffman      Jefferson City, MO  

Tim Kavan      East Prairie, MO  

Yvonne Miller      Palmyra, MO  

George Mitchell     St. Louis, MO  

Lori, Sam, Josh, Sarah & Chelsea Mosteller  Columbia, MO  

Sherrie Neumann     Plato, MO  

Lisa & David Schenker     Columbia, MO  

Amy Watts      Joplin, MO  

Nicole & James Whitehill    Columbia, MO  

Wilsonõs Snipe Bradford Farm Boone 24 Oct 2018 

Photo Paul McKenzie  
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The Audubon Society of Missouri membership year runs from Janu-

ary 1 to December 31. All ASM memberships other than Life Mem-

berships are due for renewal now. If you are a new member who 

joined ASM after September 1, 2018, you do not need to renew until 

December 2019. You may renew your membership online or use the 

membership renewal form on the back cover of any recent Bluebird.  

 

To renew online, go to ASMõs website, www.mobirds.org/ASM/

Membership.aspx  and follow the directions.   

 

Online renewal has an advantage in that you may use the online 

form and still write a traditional check, or you can pay directly, us-

ing PayPal. You do not need to establish a PayPal account to use 

this service. Yes, ASM pays a small fee (74 cents per membership) 

for this PayPal service. This online service saves the Membership 

Chair and the Treasurer (both volunteers) a lot of time and work. 

Further, this saves you the need for a stamp and envelope and 

makes the renewal process direct. PayPal sends an email receipt for 

the transaction to you.  This same online process is used for new 

memberships also.  

 

Your membership is important. Membership dues support ASMõs 

mission of conservation and education, and the services to enhance 

your birding experience in Missouri.  

 

If you have any questions or problems with the renewal process, 

please feel free to contact me.  

Kevin Wehner  

ASM Membership Chair  

2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122  

Columbia, MO 65203 -1261 

kevinwehner@gmail.com  

(573) 815-0352 

AUDUBON SOCIETY OF MISSOURI  

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE  

http://www.mobirds.org/ASM/Membership.aspx
http://www.mobirds.org/ASM/Membership.aspx
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Because of the confusion of Audubon organizations in the state in 

the last decade, we have lost our identity in the minds of many of 

the people we work with. It does not take all that much to confuse 

members of the general public on names (just ask an MDC employee 

how many times they have fielded a state parks question), but here 

are a few specific examples where we have òlost our identity,ó just 

from recent months:  

 

Local National Audubon Chapter members have thought in the 

past, and continue to think in many cases, that their mem-

bership automatically makes them members of ASM. Thus, 

we are missing some of the people who are most likely to join 

and contribute to ASM.  

At least 1 -2 times per month, we get letters of complaint related 

to National Audubon membership issues. Most recently 

these have included inquiries about why people have not 

received membership gifts.  

Newspaper articles conflate us with National Audubon. My per-

sonal example involved an instance where the reporter  

nicely listed ASM as a group to contact for birding infor-

mation, then used the National Audubon website in  

parentheses after our name.  

Some newer officials in state agencies with which we work on 

cooperative projects have confused us with National  

Audubon, and perceived a non -existent conflict of interest 

among some of their employees.  

Donors have sent money to National Audubon thinking it is  

going to us.  

 

All of this is only likely to worsen. In order to continue to do the best 

job we can as an organization, ASM needs to consider changing its 

name. In modern -day terms, we need to re -claim our òbrand.ó 

Interested individuals founded The Audubon Society of Missouri 116 

years ago, when it was at the forefront of the Audubon movement. 

A Rose by Any Other Name:  

ASM Name Change?  

Bill Eddleman, President  
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The National Audubon Society did not really organize until 1905, 

after ASM, and sought to promote bird protection in the face of un-

controlled plume and market hunting. We are thus older than Na-

tional Audubon.  

 

ASM sought to systematically promote bird protection and bird 

study in Missouri. We soon gained recognition as the chief private 

organization for these goals in Missouri, under the guidance of a 

number of professional and committed amateur ornithologists. At 

the time, the National Audubon Society focused on its national  

mission, and assisted when needed at the state level. Indeed, NAS 

did not have affiliated local clubs until the 1940s, so any other 

Audubon group was independent until then. ASM has maintained 

its independent status to this day.  

 

Today, ASM continues to promote what we have done traditionally 

(birding events, the Checklist, seasonal reports, conservation to 

some extent). However, we have gone beyond that in partnering 

with various other state and federal agencies, and private groups, to 

assist with avian science and promote conservation education, bird-

ing activities, and study of bird status and distribution in the state. 

In recent years, National Audubon has entered the state arena via 

Audubon Missouri.  

 

Some years ago, ASM voted on whether we should change the name 

of the organization to something more in line with what we do. At 

that time, a change in name was defeated. I suspect the main reason 

for this was that many of the members saw the organizationõs name 

as a long-standing tradition and widely -known name that did not 

need changing. Additionally, we had proposed something on the  

order of òMissouri Ornithological Societyó as an alternative. Many 

view òornithologicaló as a professional term, and not reflective of our 

membership and activities. Any new name must not include 

òAudubonó and should use caution before using òornithologyó or 

òornithologicaló in it to avoid all the stated issues. 

 

However, something as momentous as changing the name of ASM 

requires discussion and consideration by the membership. In order 

to accomplish a name change, we need to consider several factors. 

We donõt need to move too hastily, but in order to change the organi-

zationõs name we need to propose a change in advance of the fall 



 

  

Page 161 THE BLUEBIRD 

meeting next year (by August), when the membership votes on any 

bylaws changes. Accordingly, we will likely have an open forum at 

the Spring Meeting on a name change, will solicit ideas for what we 

will call ourselves, and will also provide for discussion and feedback 

for those who cannot make it to the Spring Meeting.  

 

The ASM Board voted at the last meeting to endorse investigating a 

name change. The advice of the Board and the membership will be 

needed every step of the way, but can be provided via the sugges-

tions above, online voting, or communication thereafter. Part of this 

will be a formal effort to seek input on the membership regarding 

what we would call ourselves, and we should initiate that soon.  

 

We as an organization are not pursuing this course lightly. It will be 

a real headache for several years if we do vote to change. However, 

many feel it is necessary to investigate a change, for the reasons  

given above.  

 

In the meantime, I welcome your ideas in advance of a formal meth-

od for feedback. Think long and deeply about this, offer your  

suggestions, and we should be able to make the best decision. Stay 

tuned for additional communications on the issue in the near future.  

House Wren Pocahontas Cape Girardeau 15 May 2018  

Photo Allen Gathman  
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Despite the knowledge of high mercury (Hg) availability in the fish 

of Missouri and the ability of mercury to transfer to terrestrial food 

chains, no studies have been published documenting Hg exposure in 

terrestrial organisms in the state. In an effort to fill this gap in 

knowledge, my project compared concentrations of mercury in song-

birds and invertebrates in wetland and non -wetland habitats, the 

effects of mercury concentrations on songbird reproductive success, 

and mercury concentrations of invertebrates between three  

geographically distinct wetland sites.  

My project focused on songbirds that breed in nest boxes due to the 

ability to monitor nests in known locations and the ease of collecting 

samples from nest boxes. Tree swallows ( Tachycineta bicolor; TRES) 

were selected as a study organism because of their affinity to feed on 

emergent aquatic insects, such as damselflies and mayflies. While 

eastern bluebirds ( Sialia sialis; EABL) were selected because they 

can inhabit similar habitats as tree swallows, but feed primarily on 

ground invertebrates, such as caterpillars and grasshoppers. Blood 

and feather samples were collected from the songbirds to examine 

mercury concentrations and nests were monitored to study the  

effects of mercury concentrations on reproductive success.  

Invertebrates were also collected to examine the availability of mer-

cury at a lower trophic level.  

The project began in the spring of 2016 when songbird nest boxes, 

built according to the standard eastern/western bluebird nest box 

design, were erected at a wetland site: Duck Creek Conservation 

Area in Puxico County, Missouri. Seventy -seven nest boxes were 

distributed between three distinct geographic locations at Duck 

Creek: Moist Soil A, Field 1, and Pool 1/ Pool 2 in hopes of compar-

ing mercury concentrations among songbirds in the three sites. 

However, uneven distribution of occupied nest boxes between sub-

sites prevented the comparison of bird mercury concentrations 

among the subsites at Duck Creek. In 2017, a non -wetland site close 

to Duck Creek, in Wayne County, Missouri, was added to the pro-

ject. The site belonging to a private land owner and referred to as 

the òHamsó was composed of actively managed forests, cow pastures, 

Mercury (Hg) Accumulation  

in Insectivorous Birds and Invertebrates  

in Southeast Missouri  

Katie Rittenhouse  
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patches of un -grazed grasslands, and small ponds. When the  

property was added to this research project, it already had existing 

nest boxes that had been established for 5 to 15 years. With the ad-

dition of new nest boxes, the Hams site had a total of 42 nest boxes. 

In addition to these sites, I was able to opportunistically collect sam-

ples from 22 nest boxes that were part of an unrelated research pro-

ject, located at a non -wetland site, Johnsonõs Shut-in State Park in 

Reynolds County, Missouri.  

Invertebrates were collected from both terrestrial and aquatic eco-

systems at Duck Creek and the Hams. At Duck Creek, the inverte-

brates were collected from three subsites: Moist Soil A, Field 1, and 

Pool 1/ Pool 2. Moist Soil A is a marsh that is seasonally flooded, 

Pool 1 is largely composed of a permanent lake with seasonally 

flooded bottomland forest in its northern portion and in Pool 2, and 

Field 1 is a meadow that contains several small seasonal wetlands.  

There were 11 orders of invertebrates collected: spiders, beetles, 

flies, mayflies, true bugs, butterflies/moths, dobsonflies, dragonflies/

damselflies, grasshoppers and close allies, stoneflies, and caddisflies. 

These orders were further broken down into 24 families.  

Analysis of bird tissue over the two seasons found songbirds had 

higher mercury concentrations at the wetland site compared to the 

Figure 1. Blood mercury concentrations in adult EABL and nestling TRES 

did not differ by habitat type (non -wetland = green; wetland = blue). How-

ever, blood mercury concentrations in adult TRES and nestling EABL were 

significantly higher in wetlands compared to non -wetlands (p<0.001). The 

same letter over two bars indicates similar Hg concentrations. Error bars 

show 95% CI.   
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non-wetland sites, adult songbirds had higher concentrations than 

nestlings, and tree swallows had higher concentrations than eastern 

bluebirds (Fig. 1) All mercury concentrations were below the estab-

lished lowest observable adverse effects levels of mercury for song-

birds, of 0.7 ppm blood mercury associated with a 10% reduction in 

nest success (Jackson et al. 2011). As expected with the low  

concentrations of mercury found in the songbirds, it was found that 

there was no significant relationship between mercury concentra-

tions and reproductive success.  

Analysis of invertebrates found that mercury concentrations did not 

differ between wetland and non -wetlands. However, concentrations 

did differ among the three wetland subsites at Duck Creek. Concen-

trations tended to be highest in the Moist Soil A area when  

Figure 2. Mercury concentrations in true bugs (Order: Hemiptera), dragon-

fly/ damselfly nymphs (Order: Odonata), spiders (Order: Araneae) and cad-

disflies (Order: Trichoptera) varied among the subsites at Duck Creek 

(p<0.001). The invertebrates in these orders were found to have the highest 

mercury concentrations when they were collected from the Moist Soil A 

subsite. Error bars show 95% CI.  
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compared to the Pool 1/ Pool 2 and Field 1 subsites (Fig. 2). Another 

finding among the invertebrates was that predaceous orders and  

families of invertebrates tended to have higher mercury  

concentrations compared to herbivorous invertebrates.  This is likely 

due to herbivores having shorter food chains and predators having 

longer food chains, resulting in more opportunities for mercury to be 

biomagnified. The order with the highest average mercury  

concentration was the dragonfly/damselfly juveniles, and the order 

with the lowest concentrations was the order with grasshoppers and 

their allies. At the family level, giant water bugs, damselflies,  

Japanese beetles, and nursery web spiders had the highest mercury 

concentrations, while shield bugs, grasshoppers, katydids, leafhop-

pers, and soldier beetles had the lowest average mercury concentra-

tions.  

 

This project assessed the availability of mercury at a few sites in 

southeast Missouri and found mercury concentrations to vary in 

songbirds between wetland and non -wetland sites. Invertebrates did 

not show a difference in mercury concentrations between sites, but 

did have varying concentrations of mercury based on the subsite 

they were collected from in Duck Creek. Overall the mercury con-

centrations found in songbirds and invertebrates in my study are 

comparable to those from previous research at uncontaminated 

sites. This is good news for the birds at this projectõs study sites in 

southeast Missouri, as they are likely not being negatively impacted 

by the mercury in the area. However, this project did open up some 

ideas that warrant further study such as the need to collect environ-

mental samples (i.e. water and soil) to begin to understand the total 

availability of mercury at each site and the need for further research 

on the driving forces behind the variation in mercury concentrations 

among the subsites at Duck Creek.  

Literature Cited  

Jackson AK, Evers DC, Etterson MA, Condon AM, Folsom SB, Det-

weiler J, Schmerfeld J, Cristol DA (2011) Mercury exposure affects 

the reproductive success of a free -living terrestrial songbird, the 

Carolina Wren ( Thryothorus ludovicianus ). Auk 128:759 ð769.  

 

Note: This research was supported in part by a scholarship from 

ASM.  
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Birds of Prey of the West: A Field Guide. Illustrations and Text by 

Brian K. Wheeler. 2018. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New 

Jersey. 359 pages.  

Birds of Prey of the East: A Field Guide. Illustrations and Text by 

Brian K. Wheeler. 2018. Princeton University Press, Princeton, New 

Jersey. 296 pages.  

These two books jointly cover all of the diurnal raptors of the United 

States and Canada; that is, the hawks, falcons, and vultures, exclud-

ing only the owls among birds of prey.  They are bound in the flexi-

ble covers familiar to users of most field guides, and sized to fit in a 

birding backpack or perhaps a commodious pocket.  Brian K. 

Wheeler produced both the text and the paintings for the illustra-

tions, and both are very thorough and useful.  The books consist 

mainly of excellent, exhaustive plates detailing subspecies, variants, 

and age-specific plumages of all the birds of prey of North America 

Book Review: Birds of Prey of the East/

Birds of Prey of the West  

Allen Gathman  



 

  

Page 167 THE BLUEBIRD 

north of the Mexican border.   

For each species, there are plates showing full views of the bird, 

along with head and tail close -ups when pertinent, each facing a 

page of explanatory text.  Every species has at least a plate of 

perched views and another of flying views, as well as plates of juve-

nile and regional variants.  The poses are the same in all cases, al-

lowing easy comparison for use in field identification.   

To illustrate just how exhaustive the plates are, consider the section 

on the Red-Tailed Hawk in either book.  It consists of 56 pages (48 in 

the òEastó volume), including 14 plates, several pages of distribution 

maps, and an extensive text discussion of regional variants.  It 

would be hard to find a more thorough treatment of this species.  

Other species are less variable, and thus have smaller sections, but 

are just as thoroughly covered.   

Another feature of the books is the extensive (over ten pages) discus-

sion of molt patterns in raptors, which is then referred to in the indi-

vidual species sections.   There are also discussions of habitat for 

most species, often with photos of typical habitat types.   

The books do suffer from one serious flaw, and that is the choice of a 

geographic boundary for the two volumes.  In the introduction, the 

author explains it like this: òThe Mississippi River is used as a de-

marcation line in the U.S., [é] because it is a distinct geographic 

landmark, and western raptors mainly stay west of the river.  Only 

a few western species regularly winter, in small numbers, east of the 

river, and a few stray east of the river in winter.ó  I think most bird-

ers in Missouri will find this a peculiar and inconvenient dividing 

line.   Most general field guides use the Rocky Mountains as the di-

viding line, and for these the eastern volume covers Missouri fairly 

well.  Certainly those of us near the east side of the state see bird 

communities with much more in common with those of the East 

than the West.  Wheelerõs justification isnõt even supported by his 

own maps.  What would be a òwestern raptoró in his view?  I think of 

Ferruginous Hawk, for instance; its range stops in the Great Plains, 

not at the river.  Swainsonõs Hawk is similar in range.  California 

Condor is yet further west.  In short, I couldnõt find a bird with a 

distribution pattern such as he describes.  

There is, in fact, very little in the òEastó volume that is not also in 

the òWestó ð I think Snail Kite is the lone species exception.  The 
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only major difference is in the distribution maps, which stop abrupt-

ly at the river.   There is a large amount of verbatim overlap be-

tween the two.  For those of us in Missouri, this means that the 

òWestó volume is the one to get, keeping in mind that should you 

cross the river for a little Illinois birding, for instance, youõll have to 

guess at ranges.  One book with maps of distribution in the entire 

lower 48 would have been a much more useful volume to everyone, 

and would have been only slightly thicker than the western volume 

of this pair.   

In summary, the illustrations are excellent and the depth of detail 

on maturation plumages and regional variants is unparalleled.  For 

anyone who really wants to be able to distinguish the finer points of 

raptor identification, these books will be invaluable.  Just keep in 

mind that Birds of Prey of the West is the book for Missouri use.   

Immature Red -shouldered Hawk Clay 2015 

Photo Jim Gorski  
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Many of us are using the eBird app to report 

bird sightings.  While itõs easy to use when you 

make a trip to a single location to bird, did you 

know that you can use it during a Christmas 

bird count, even if you bird  multiple areas dur-

ing the count day?  The secret is the òCurrent 

Tripó feature.  When youõre starting your day of 

counting, open the eBird app and tap òCurrent 

Tripó (black arrow in figure 1).   

 

 

 

 

Youõll see a screen with two dates 

near the top (figure 2).  Click the 

date on the right (red arrow), and 

spin the date dial (black arrow) to 

the date of the CBC (if youõre doing 

this on the CBC day, this will say 

òtodayó). Use the hour and minute 

dials to select 11:59 PM.  Then click 

òsaveó (blue arrow).  Next click on 

the date on the top left, and do the 

same thing, except choosing the 

day before the CBC.  Click òedit 

titleó in the upper right corner, and 

enter a title ð the name of the 

Christmas Count, for instance ð 

and click òokayó.  Now use the left 

arrow up at the top of the screen 

(orange arrow) to go back to the 

eBird home page (figure 1).   

Using eBird in Christmas Bird Counts  

Allen Gathman  

Figure 1.  

Figure 2.  
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From the home screen you can 

start a new checklist as usual.  

During the day, you can start 

(and submit) as many new 

checklists as you want while 

youõre birding locations in the 

CBC circle, just as you would 

usually submit to eBird.  The 

òCurrent Tripó line on the home 

screen will accumulate the total 

number of species youõve seen 

during the day over all loca-

tions.  If you click on òCurrent 

Trip,ó youõll see a list of all bird 

species youõve counted during 

the day, with total numbers for 

each (figure 3).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the day, you can send a 

single list for all the locations you 

birded to the compiler ð just click 

òemail checklistó at the bottom of the 

Current Trip screen (figure 3) and fill 

in the compilerõs email in the òtoó line.  

Click òsendó, and the compiler gets a 

list of all your species, in taxonomic 

order (figure 4).   

Figure 4.  

Figure 3  
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Susan Hazelwood conducted this interview with Missouri Depart-

ment of Transportation (MoDOT) staff for the Missouri Bluebird So-

ciety (MOBS). Answers were provided by:  

Chris Shulse, Senior Environmental Specialist  

Stacy Armstrong, Senior Roadside Management Specialist  

Chuck Wills, Senior Roadside Management Specialist  

 

1.    What is MoDOT currently doing to help pollinators?  

A: First, we should state that we are very fortunate in Missouri 

to have roadsides with diverse existing native vegetation that can be 

promoted and managed as pollinator habitat.  In Missouri, we have 

taken the approach of òall hands on deckó when it comes to pollina-

tors.   That means that many agencies, including state and federal, 

are working with NGOõs, concerned citizens, and industry, to bolster 

pollinators.  At MoDOT, we quickly realized this was a complex is-

sue with the potential to have a huge impact on our daily activities.  

MoDOT formed a Pollinator Working Group that used the Federal 

MODOT Roadside Vegetation Initiatives  

Photo by Cathy Morrison, MoDOT  
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Highway Administration (FHWA) guide òRoadside Best Manage-

ment Practices that Benefit Pollinatorsó to review and modify exist-

ing vegetation management guidelines.  Over the past several years, 

MoDOT has reduced the number of acres we mow and our herbicide 

program is more targeted toward controlling invasive and noxious 

weeds that out -compete desirable vegetation which provides food for 

pollinators.  We planted over 7 ½ acres of pollinator -friendly habitat 

at the MoDOT Northeast District Office to showcase native grasses 

and wildflowers to employees and the public, and to reduce mowing 

of the lawn.  MoDOT partnered with others and received a grant 

through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to plant milk-

weed seed and other pollinator friendly plants in wetland mitigation 

areas and along highways in northwest Missouri.  We help educate 

the public through displays at the Missouri State Fair and we edu-

cate our employees through newsletters, vegetation management 

training, and exhibits at meetings.  We continue to forge new part-

nerships involving Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC), the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), FHWA, other state DOTõs, 

and industry with the aim of protecting pollinators.  

2.    What are some activities that MoDOT performs that can impact 

pollinators and why do they 

have to do that activity?  

A:  Mowing and spraying 

herbicides on rights of way 

can remove food plants for 

larvae and adult pollinators.  

However, total acres of mow-

ing have been reduced over 

the years.  Mowing policies 

and guidelines have been 

refined to lower fuel costs.  This also benefits pollinators.  In some 

areas of the state, our mowing crews have been directed to leave 

large patches of milkweed and many areas are being allowed to nat-

ural ize.  Herbicide programs are targeted toward invasive species 

that out -compete native plants.  MoDOT manages vegetation pri-

marily for the safety of the travelling public and for aesthetics.  

Keeping vegetation low to provide sight distance at intersections, 

recovery zones free of brush and trees along highways, and to im-

prove drainage, are all important safety aspects of highway mainte-
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nance.  

3.    What cooperative activities does MoDOT have going on with 

other state and federal agencies, and with NGOõs, that might help 

pollinators survive?  

MoDOT is on the steering committee for Missouri Monarch and Pol-

linator Collaboration. It is diverse group of citizens, conservation 

and agricultural organizations, government agencies, utilities and 

agribusinesses committed to monarch, and more generally, pollina-

tor conservation. The mission of the group is to engage all Missouri-

ans to increase and sustain habitat for monarchs and pollinators. 

They also developed the Missouri Monarch and Pollinator Conserva-

tion Plan to, in part, clearly state Missouri monarch and habitat 

needs and how to meet those needs. The plan combines the efforts of 

multiple entities through awareness, education, volunteerism, and 

non-regulatory, voluntary action. Missouriõs strategy for monarch 

butterfly conservation focuses on expanding and creating milkweed 

and nectar plant habitat necessary for breeding and migration 

throughout the state.  

MoDOT is also represented on the National Cooperative Highway 

Research Program (NCHRP) research panel: Evaluating the Suita-

bility of Roadway Corridors for Use by Monarch Butterflies  

The objective is to support transportation practitioners in selecting 

and managing roadside habitat for monarchs. The deliverables in-

clude: 

Å Model to identify sites 

with greatest potential 

for monarch habitat  

Å Protocols to assess 

roadside habitat quality  

Å Calculator for roadside 

habitat quality  

Å Decision framework for 

best management prac-

tices, costs, and benefits  

Results are expected in 2019.  
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4.   What new initiatives is MoDOT planning? What is the timeline 

for these? 

The Missouri Prairie Foundation (MPF), a non -profit conservation 

organization, and the Missouri Department of Conservation, ap-

proached us about invasive plant control along roadsides in South-

east Missouri.  We worked with MPF and MDC to develop an agree-

ment to hire a contractor to do chemical invasive plant control on 

MoDOT right of way.  MoDOT is supplying the herbicides for this 

program.  The intent is to prevent the spread to areas of conserva-

tion significance.  The target in 2018 was 723 miles of MoDOT right 

of way. This program is ongoing.  

MoDOT is also working with state and federal agencies on a Memo-

randum of Understanding to partner on invasive species control in 

the Scenic Rivers Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area in 

southern Missouri.  These are part of a renewed emphasis on nox-

ious weed control for more diverse roadsides to support monarchs 

and pollinators.  Our management is currently reviewing the MOU.  

Additionally, MoDOT is exploring the benefits of joining with other 

State DOTõs, along with oth-

er industries involved with 

right of way management, 

and the USFWS, to develop 

conservation measures with 

the aim of preventing listing 

the monarch butterfly under 

the Endangered Species Act.  

These conservation 

measures would benefit oth-

er pollinator species.  Our 

management is currently 

reviewing this program.  

5.    How much does the fact 

that our roads and bridges 

need so much construction/

repair and that MODOT 

lacks adequate funding for 

those needs impact the De-

partment having enough 
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funding to address pollinator needs?  

Providing a safe and reliable transportation system is the top priori-

ty of MoDOT.  To meet those priorities, the maintenance of existing 

roads and bridges, along with the construction of new roads and 

bridges, requires the greatest percentage of the MoDOTõs annual 

budget.   MoDOT budget dollars are earmarked for specific funds 

and objectives, leaving very little for the incidental projects that 

come up such as establishing pollinator habitat.  

6.    Is there anything that MOBS members could do to help MoDOT 

help pollinators?  

MoDOT has established programs such as òAdopt-A-Highwayó that 

are not just for litter control.  Partners can adopt areas of right of 

way for planting and maintaining pollinator friendly habitat.  

MOBS members can also educate their friends and neighbors about 

the efforts MoDOT is undertaking to help pollinators.  Doing so can 

help people understand why an area may not be mowed or why 

spraying herbicides may be required in areas where invasive plants 

are occurring.  MOBS members can also express their thanks to re-

source agencies they work with for partnering with MoDOT on these 

efforts.   

We thank MOBS for the opportunity to provide answers to these 

questions and we are excited to be part of the community helping to 

protect pollinators.  If MOBS members wish to ask additional ques-

tions or comment, please contact MoDOT by calling 1 -888-ASK-

MoDOT (275 -6636). 

Reprinted by permission from the Missouri Bluebird Society's Fall 

2018 issue of The Fledgling .  
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Sensing Nature  

Dean Heflin  

Listen to the sound of the raindrops,  

Just a patter soft and low,  

As they reach the ground with a restful sound  

That only raindrops know.  

 

Try to catch the scent of the wild rose  

Where the clusters of blossoms shine  

In the morning dew when the day is new  

And sunlight meets the vine.  

 

Or taste the fruit of the thorn vine  

Where the raspberry brambles run.  

A welcome treat that is tangy sweet  

Hanging purple in the sun.  

 

Can you hear the rustle in the tree tops  

As the wind goes on its rounds?  

And see the way that the branches sway  

To the beat of the moaning sounds.  

 

Just feel the caress of a soft breeze  

Flowing over the meadow on the hill  

Or feel its bite on a frosty night  
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With the return of the autumn chill.  

 

Now hear the hush of the snow flakes  

Just a whisper in the air,  

As they come to light on a bed of white  

That they themselves put there.  

 

So tune your senses to nature  

That is with us all around  

To ease the strife of a hurried life  

And delight in what you have found.  

 

Painted Bunting, Willard, MO Greene  

31 May 2018.  

Photo Paul McKenzie  
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The cloudiest March in more than two decades produced tempera-

tures below normal highs and above normal lows; the first below 

normal March since 2014. Unlike last yearõs record March flooding, 

precipitation was just 0.5 inches above the long -term average. Most 

areas of the state received 3 -5 inches of rain. The west and central 

glaciated plains totals of just 1 -3 inches of precipitation were the 

exception, with little relief for persistent hydrological drought there.  

 

The unseasonably cool weather continued into April, where some 

temperature departures averaged more than 10 degrees below nor-

mal. Even though temperatures moderated the last week of the 

month, communities in Gentry, Grundy, Sullivan, Scotland, and 

Knox reported their coldest April on record, while Missouri set a sec-

ond coldest record; only 1907 was colder. Records were also broken 

for the number of consecutive days that registered below freezing 

weather, which is unprecedented for April. It was the driest April 

since 2000, with state -wide precipitation 1.77 inches below the long -

term average. Areas receiving the least rain were central Missouri 

where Columbia logged the driest April in 129 years of records. The 

north central and northwest parts of the state also received below 

normal precipitation.  

 

Mayõs statewide average temperatures were 8.2 degrees above the 

long-term average. The extreme flip from second coldest April to the 

warmest May on record òwas nothing short of incredibleó according 

to the state Climatologist. In less than a 20 -year period, the warm-

est May record has been toppled six times. However, in 35 years a 

new coldest record has not been set. Record high triple -digits were 

reached in Atchison, Buchanan, Gentry, Andrew, and Nodaway. For 

the third month in a row, highest precipitation occurred in the 

southern half of the state. May rainfall was 0.66 inches below the 

long-term average. The Kansas City area received 4 -5 inches, and 

areas in St. Clair and Bates counties in the west -central region and 

Douglas, Shannon, and Cape Girardeau received almost 10 inches of 

rain. Driest May conditions occurred in far northeastern Missouri, 

and drought conditions continued across northern Missouri, with 

severe drought status in DeKalb, Daviess, Clinton, and Caldwell 

Spring  Seasonal Report  

March 1 ð May 31, 2018  
Lisa Berger  
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counties.  

 

Documentation and acceptance with the Missouri Bird Records 

Committee is required for accidental, casual, new earliest and latest 

arrivals, and Review List species. Of 22 accepted documentations 

this season, the status was accidental (1 -4 records) for five docs and 

casual status (5 -15 records) for eight. There were six new earliest 

spring records, one new latest record, one Review Listed species, and 

one species that tied the current earliest record with photographic 

support. At least nineteen new highest count records were estab-

lished.  

 

Spring was marked by orioles and grosbeaks which òarrived hun-

gryó, according to Steve Kinder, and lingered for longer periods at 

feeding stations across the state, said David Starrett. While some 

passerines were slower to return, peak numbers of waterfowl ap-

peared to have left in late winter with few exceptions. Paul McKen-

zie writes that at Loess Bluffs NWR he and others were present on 

May 10 when a òhuge migration of shorebirds ð one of the most spec-

tacular movements I have witnessed in Missourió, occurred. The 

event was still in progress May 12, when David Easterla noted a 

ògreat fallout of shorebirds all dayó. A May 12 warbler fallout in the 

St. Louis and Weston Bend to Loess Bluffs areas coincided with the 

westõs shorebird bonanza. Cool March and April weather extended 

dormancy and delayed vegetation budding and blooming by 2 -3 

weeks beyond normal, according to the National Phenology Net-

work. In the southwest, it was the first spring in years that trees 

werenõt fully leaved well before neo-tropic migration peaked ð de-

lighting birders.  

 

Note: Records marked with a single asterisk (*) indicate that docu-

mentation has not yet been received by the Missouri Bird Records 

Committee (MBRC). The MBRC has received documentation for rec-

ords marked with a dagger (À), and those marked (acc.) have been 

accepted by the MBRC.  

 

WHISTLING DUCKS THROUGH GREBES  

 

Twenty -nine Black -bellied Whistling Ducks  set a new maximum, 16 -26 

May (m. obs.), Nash and Port Authority Roads Scott. Reportedly discovered 
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by Tim Kavan who notified Tim Travis, 5 were observed 16 May (ph. Leon 

Book) with a record high 29 recorded 26 May (ph., AR, CMc). One individual 

was present 20 May, EBCA (BJ). Until this spring there were just two Mis-

souri records (accidental status) for Garganey , one each from the east 

(1994) and west (2013) parts of the state. Karen DavisÀ found and photo-

graphed an adult female (acc.), swimming and in flight 23 Apr at Longview 

Lake Jackson, establishing the stateõs third record. Cinnamon Teal  were 

scattered in western Missouri. Two males (acc.) discovered 28 Feb estab-

lished a new earliest spring record (ph. Greg SwickÀ, ph. KLÀ) and lingered 

until 3 Mar, south of Fellows Lake Greene. Singles were at Stockton Lake 

Polk  14 Mar (ph. DBl), LBNWR 22 -24 Mar (ph. Peggy Mabb, Janet Hoyne), 

James E. Reed WA Jackson 28 Mar -12 Apr (ph. Steve Johnson, ph. Shelby 

Thomas, m. obs.), at farm ponds in Bates 7 Apr (ph. PM, ph. BJ), and possi-

bly a continuing bird at LBNWR 7 -23 May (m. obs.). An exciting find, a sin-

gle adult Mottled Duck (acc.) was first discovered/photographed by Mark 

RobbinsÀ 20 May LBNWR. Casual in status, this sets the eighth state rec-

ord, and third spring record for the species. It was relocated on 28 May and 

remained until the seasonõs end (KL, m. obs.). Rare for May, four Redheads  

were found at OSCA 4 May (Rob Francis), while 10 were spotted LBNWR 15 

May (MR, John Bolin). Surf Scoters occurred at two locations. Becky Lutz 

observed 3 at Lions Lake Franklin  28 Mar - 4 April (Jack Foreman, ph. 

Shirley Foreman, Payton Foreman) and 1 RMBS 13 Apr (Brent Schinde-

wolf, BR). White -winged Scoters  appeared in a quick, one -week sweep 

through the state. One reported by The Ohio Ornithology Club 18 Mar, 

stayed until 26 May RMBS (m. obs.). Two appeared 25 Mar at Little Prairie 

CA Phelps (Jerry Decker). A Long -tailed Duck  15-16 Apr near Rich Hill 

Vernon  was the single observation this spring (Karen Stair, Sherry Leonar-

do, m. obs.). Missouri continues to host small remnant populations of 

Greater Prairie -Chickens , despite heroic efforts to halt the speciesõ de-

cline. This spring 1 -26, were observed from the blind at Dunn Ranch Harri-

son, between 29 Mar -8 May, which included a maximum of 6 females (Ben 

Solomon). A high of 6 was reported 22 Mar -16 Apr at Taberville Prairie St. 

Surf Scoters Lions Lake Franklin  31 Mar 2018 Photo Joshua Uffman  
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Clair  (BJ, PM, Tommy Goodwin, 

Jessie Goodwin), and a single 

bird  31 Mar Wahõkon-tah Prai-

rie St. Clair  (DBl, Barbara 

Blevins). Kathleen Anderson 

photographed a one -day-wonder 

Red -necked Grebe  10 Apr Per-

ry Phillips Lake Boone, and relo-

cated (ph. BJ, John Besser, Edge 

Wade, et al.). This marks the 

ninth spring and 27 th  state rec-

ords. Rare in the east, single 

Eared Grebes were found at 

three locations. The first report-

ed by Dick Palmer 31 Mar con-

tinued until 5 Apr Creve Coeur 

Lake St. Louis  (Pat Lueders, 

MT, Rosemary Paul), another at Trout Lodge Washington  3 May (Mike 

Grant, Mary Passage, m. obs.), and at RMBS 15 May (ph. BR, TP).  

 

DOVES THROUGH GODWITS  

 

White -winged Doves  had a fantastic showing, with eight sightings across 

seven counties: Singles were in Monett Lawrence 6-8 Apr (Mag Dasso, ph. 

White -winged Dove, Shelton Memorial CA Dade, 22 Apr 2018.  

Photo Josh Uffman  

Red-necked Grebe Perry Phillips Lake Boone 

11 Apr 2018  

Photo Greg Leonard  
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KL, Jeff Cantrell), Kennett Dunklin  10 Apr (Kent Freeman), a St. Louis  

residence 17-18 Apr (ph. Maureen Thomas -Murphy, ph. AR, CMc), Shelton 

Memorial CA Dade 22-24 Apr (ph. JU, ph. KL, ph. DBl, m. obs.), and at a 

Maryville Nodaway  residence 27 May (Donna Reeves); while up to 2 were at 

a Mississippi  residence 9 Apr -18 May (ph. Tim Kavan), a Washington 

Franklin  residence 15-22 May (ph. Becky Lutz, Shirley Foreman, ph. Jack 

Foreman) and at their expected location in East Prairie Mississippi  31 May 

(ph. BJ). Three new record high counts were established for Common 

Nighthawk (a declining species in the state) with 88 St. Louis  14 May (JU), 

40 Ralls  9 May (Corey Gregory), and 35 at the World Bird Sanctuary St. 

Louis  14 May (Michael Adams). Former record highs were òvery large 

flocksó 25-27 May 1882 and a modern record 25 (Robbins, 2018) . For this 

period, Eastern Whip -poor -will  high counts were 8 Peck Ranch CA Carter  

7 May (Judy Jedlicka), 8 on a St. Louis Audubon field trip 26 May Valley 

View Golf Course Jefferson (MT, m. obs.), 9 at Sugar Creek CA Adair  7 May 

(Peter Kondrshov), 9 on Red Bridge Road Christian  8 May (DBl), 13 at Lead 

Mine CA Dallas  24 Apr (aud. PMo, PM), and 13 at Brown Cemetery Taney 

28 May (DBl).  The current 30 record high for Ruby -throated Humming-

bird  was matched 2 May Reynolds (JR). This season, rare transient Yellow 

Rails  were all flushed walking through a wetland SOCA Vernon : Three 

were observed 29 Apr (ph. KL, DM, SM, et al.), 1 on 30 Apr (ph. JH, SM, 

DM, et al.), and 4 on 3 May (BJ, PM, PMo). One King Rail  29 Apr SOCA 

Vernon  was notable (SM, DM, KL). Other sightings included 1 at LBNWR 

15 May (MR, John Bolin), 2 at BKLCA 23 May (ph. BJ), and 1 at Little Riv-

er CA Pemiscot 23 May (ph. Tim Jones, Kent Freeman). A conservative esti-

mate of 25 Virginia Rails  3 May, potentially sets a new second -highest 

spring record SOCA Vernon  (ph. PMo, PM, BJ). Sandhill Cranes  were ob-

served across the west in Boone, Buchanan, Chariton, Holt, Johnson, Lin-

coln, Saline, and Stoddard , including a pair first detected 4 Mar SLNWR 

(SK, Terry McNeely) followed by a second pair seen later with a colt, 5 May 

(SK, m. obs.). A new earliest date for Black -necked Stilt (acc.) was set in 

the bootheel area. First spotted by Karen Pelton, 1 -3 were present 4 -6 Mar 

Hornersville Swamp CA 

Dunklin  (ph. Tim JonesÀ). 

Two on 10 Mar established a 

second-earliest record at OS-

CA (Greg Samuel, Laura Sam-

uel). Assumed non -breeders 

away from the Mississippi 

River were 2 at FRCA Vernon  

16 Apr (Robert Reed, Rita 

Reed), 1 EBCA 30 Apr (Tony 

Elliott, Shelby Thomas), 1 

Lake Springfield Park Greene 

1 May (ph. DBl, JH, m. obs.), 

and 1 at SOCA Vernon  11 

May (ph. Renee Glass). Two 

Piping Plovers  reported 23 

Apr Hedeman Lake Dade (ph. 
Piping Plover EBCA Boone 23 Apr 2018.  Photo 

Pete Monacell  



 

  

Page 183 THE BLUEBIRD 

SM, DM, JH, m. obs.) were joined by a third banded plover 24 Apr (ph. DBl, 

m. obs.). One occurred 12 May with yellow bands on both legs EBCA (ph. 

BJ, PM, PMo, et al.) Un -banded plovers included 1 at SOCA Vernon  17 Apr 

(ph. DBl), 1 on a Burroughs Audubon field trip 21 -22 Apr LBNWR (ph. Mike 

Stoakes, Joe Alburty, Ginny Culver, m. obs.), and one at EBCA 22 Apr (ph. 

Betsy Garrett, ph. Jean Leonatti). Upland Sandpipers  (declining in Mis-

souri) were reportedly present as singles or in low numbers in Andrew , Bar-

ry , Benton, Buchanan , Christian , Clay , Clinton , Harrison , Henry , Holt , Jas-

per, Knox, Saline , and St. Clair , with a maximum of eight in Dade. The 

highest count was 11 at Bois DõArc CA Greene 7 Apr (DBl, Barbara Blevins). 

In the east where less common, a single was noted CCNWR 5 May (David 

Marjamma, Mary Anne Marjamma).  An impressive new spring high count 

of 28 Whimbrels  was set at Longview Lake Jackson 20 May (ph. Karen 

Davis). A nice 144 Hudsonian Godwits  were counted at LBNWR 10 May 

(ph. PMo, PM, ph. Marky Mutchler, Mary Nemecek). Contrasting with the 

east, were 5 at TSCA 20 -22 Apr (ph. Ashley Casey) and 4 at CCNWR (ph. 

BR, TP). All Marbled Godwits  were seen in the west, with the exception of 

singles 14 Apr CCNWR (ph. Kathy Duncan) and 17 -18 Apr RMBS, first lo-

cated (Al Smith) and later by (ph. Cathy Spahn). Maximums were four 17 

Apr at both SOCA St. Clair  (ph. SM, DM, JH) and FRCA Vernon  (ph. DBl), 

and three 10 May LBNWR (ph. PM, PMo, ph. Marky Mutchler, Mary 

Nemecek).  

 

RUFF THROUGH IBIS  

 

A single Ruff  visited the state 12 May EBCA (ph. BJ). A Stilt Sandpiper  

count of 440  was made 10 May LBNWR (ph. PM, PMo, ph. Marky Mutchler, 

Mary Nemecek). Three Buff -breasted Sandpipers  27 May was notable 

LBNWR (MR). A Short -billed Dowitcher  identified by call provided the 

second-earliest record 21 Apr SOCA Vernon  (Greg Samuel, Laura Samuel). 

Two Red -necked Phalaropes  10 May LBNWR (ph. PM, ph. PMo) were 

joined by two additional birds 15 May (MR, John Bolin). One was at 

Longview Lake Jackson 10 May (ph. Eric Walters). Laughing Gulls  were 

spotted on both sides of the state. One at RMBS 22 Apr (ph. Jim Malone, 

Charlene Malone), and 1 at Longview Lake Jackson 9 May (ph. Eric Wal-

ters). Setting a new high spring count for RMBS and eastern Missouri, a 

record 39 Franklinõs Gulls was tallied 3 May (BR, TP). A first winter Ice-

land Gull 11 Mar tied the second latest spring record (ph. Mary Nemecek, 

Ruth Simmons) when it lingered until 14 Mar Smithville Lake Clay  (Varick 

Cowell, Dan Cowell). A  Lesser Black -backed Gull  at RMBS 18 Mar (Jim 

Malone, Charlene Malone) remained until 4 April (James Hickner). At a 

previous breeding site (2011, 2012, pers. comm. Sarah Kendrick) near Black 

Island CA Pemiscot, 22 Least Terns  were counted 23 May (Tim Jones), 

while a maximum of 13 was reported 20 -21 May RMBS (Michelle Randeck-

er, BR, TP). One adult Caspian Tern  (acc.) discovered by Jim MaloneÀ and 

Charlene MaloneÀ, established an earliest spring record 24 Mar RMBS (ph. 

Ryan Theis, ph. AR, CMc, m. obs.). A noteworthy high count away from the 
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west part of the state was 107 Forsterõs Terns 12 May Mark Twain Lake 

Monroe (ph. Ashley Casey). A Red -throated Loon  (acc.) 1 Apr was first 

photographed by Karen DavisÀ at Longview Lake Jackson. The same day a 

second loon was spotted there (Eric WaltersÀ, Joseph Mosley), establishing 

the ninth spring record. Brad Warrick was the first to observe the tenth 

spring record Red -throated Loon (acc.) 11 Apr RMBS and documented 13 

Apr (ph. BRÀ m. obs.), which lingered until 24 Apr (ph. MTÀ, m. obs.). Until 

this year there were just five spring records for Pacific Loon . Two new 

seasonal records were set at Fellows Lake Greene. Paul McKenzieÀ and ph. 

Brad JacobsÀ observed two adults, this seasonõs sixth record 22 Mar (acc.), 

while Greg SwickÀ photographed one, the seventh record (acc.) 10 Apr. A 

new record high 189 Common Loons  was counted 6 Apr in Crabtree Cove 

Stockton Reservoir Cedar (Edge Wade). First reported as one on 19 Apr (ph. 

JH), two Neotropic Cormorants  were observed this season at Lake 

Springfield Park Greene (ph. JU, ph. CBu), with a single present there until 

6 May. All reports of Glossy Ibis were single birds. One at SOCA Vernon  

present 18 -22 Apr was first seen by (ph. KL, et al., subsequently ph. m. 

obs.). Another was located at FRCA Bates 20-21 Apr (ph. DBl, ph. KL). 

Sightings at LBNWR may be two individuals, rather than continuing birds: 

One on 22 Apr (ph. Lewis Young, Joseph Mosley), and one 14 May (ph. Pe-

ter Kondrashov). The White -faced  Ibis  high count this season was 90+ 

LBNWR 12 May (David Easterla), and up to 23 on the opposite side of the 

state, 30 Apr Bittern Basin BKLCA (Don Hays, Jim Jackson) with two con-

tinuing until 12 May (BR, TP).  

 

KITES THROUGH OWLS  

 

Missouriõs fifth White -tailed Kite (acc.) was first observed by a 14 -year-old 

Mennonite birder 2 Apr and subsequently by (LBÀ, ph. KL, ph. SM, DM). 

With improved conditions and photographs on 3 Apr the kite was deter-

mined to be a sub -adult (ph. BJÀ, PMÀ, ph. Greg Swick, ph. JH, m. obs.). It 

was last reported 18 Apr some distance away from where it was originally 

seen (ph. DBlÀ). Single Golden Eagles  were sighted 21 Mar Stockton Lake 

Cedar (SM, DM), and 18 Apr SOCA St. Clair  (ph. Greg Swick).  A suspected 

breeding pair of Northern Harriers  was observed multiple times through 

seasonõs end and believed nesting in northwest Livingston  (Myrna Carlson, 

SK). Swainsonõs Hawk made a good showing in the eastern part of the 

state with five singles including, New Florence Montgomery  7 Apr (Melissa 

Roach), Grand Tower Island Perry  14 Apr (ph. Rosemary Paul), a flyover 

TGP 28 Apr (Joe Eades), and 2 separates in Stoddard  20 Apr (JR). Several 

reports identified Red -tailed Hawks  to sub species, including a harlani  12 

Mar RMBS (BR, TP, David Becher); 2 abieticola , 2 harlani , and 1 kriderii  28 

Mar EBCA (ph. PMo); 2 calurus/alascensis  12 Apr Platte  (Nic Allen); and 2 

kriderii  21 Apr LBNWR (Andrew Rights). A second -highest record of 10 

Rough -legged Hawks  was set 16 Mar from one location in northwest Liv-

ingston  (Myrna Carlton), where 3 remained until 23 Apr (SK). There were 

two occurrences of Snowy Ow l this season. One owl was spotted 31 Mar 
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Dunklin  near the same area where one was reported in February, and could 

be a continuing bird (Alan Bradley, Edwin Bradley, Neal Bradley). Another, 

first reported by Danny Brown 7 Apr BKLCA, was possibly one of two con-

tinuing winter individuals or a different bird, according to Bill Rowe. (ph. 

AR, CMc, ph. Miguel Acosta, David Rogles). This well photographed owl was 

sighted until 22 Apr (Jerry Hemmersmeyer), providing the second latest 

spring record for Missouri. With 11 spring records, a rare Burrowing Owl  

was discovered 12 Apr (ph. PM, ph. BJ, LB, CBu) near Lockwood Dade, and 

observed at the same location on the opposite side of the road until 5 May 

(Lisa Owens, m. obs.). Two of three Long -eared Owls , reportedly present 

since late fall 2017, were observed 3 and 10 Mar (private) Polk  in a mature 

cedar grove with mostly open understory (ph. SM, DM, ph. JH, et al.), 4 

were present 7 Mar Pershing SP Linn  in a willow thicket (SK), and at the 

same site 1-2, 20-21 and 30 Mar were located (ph. PMo, ph. BJ, PM), while 

two were flushed 3 Mar SOCA Vernon  (DBl, Barbara Blevins).  

 

KINGBIRDS THROUGH PIPITS  

 

A pair of Western Kingbirds  and first for this county was discovered 31 

May at a substation near Sturgeon Audrain  (Edge Wade). These kingbirds 

continue to be reported from known locations across the state again this 

period. Quite an achievement for a common transient and summer resident, 

Burrowing Owl Lockwood Dade 22 Apr 2018  

Photo Joshua Uffman  
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Eastern Kingbird  observations set three new spring state records. A new 

earliest record (acc.) 23 Mar Polk  was seen by Grace JordanÀ and Lee Jor-

dan, while Jeff CantrellÀ spotted the second-earliest record (acc.) on 27 Mar 

Harlanõs prairie (private) Newton . In a major spring movement 12 May, 

these kingbirds staged an impressive 162 (current record is 112) counted on 

fences, the ground, and on cornstalks around Muskrat Lake Buchanan  

(MR).  

Now rare, the sixth spring Sayõs Phoebe record was secured 21 Apr by Ann 

Liles Shelton Memorial CA Dade, and relocated 22 Apr (ph. JU). Declining 

at a rate of  8.9 % per year measured between 2003 -2013 (Robbins, 2018), 

just two Loggerhead Shrikes  were noted at 2 sites in Dade, and two at 

single sites in Cedar, Dunklin , Henry , New Madrid , and St. Clair  Counties 

this spring. Two Northern Shrikes  were present this season. One at Wal-

ter Farm Clay  21 Mar (ph. James Gorski), and an apparent adult discovered 

by Bill Rowe 25 Mar Weldon Spring CA St. Charles , remained until 30 Mar 

(m. obs.). Fish Crows  continue to move north in the state with singles ob-

served on 14 and 30 May Wakonda SP, a first for Lewis County  (Ashley Ca-

sey), and 20 May Big Lake SP, Holt Countyõs first (MR). A second -highest 

count of 84 Fish Crows 26 Apr (presumed migrants), were moving in a 

steady stream up the Missouri River EBCA (PM). A Bank Swallow  photo-

graphed 25 Mar with a group of Tree, Cliff, and Barn Swallows tied the cur-

rent earliest record for spring EBCA (ph. BJ). Outside of single birds, de-

clining Bewickõs Wrens were seen in expectable habitat. Two at Kellogg 

Lake Jasper  18 Mar (Varick Cowell, Dan Cowell), 2 Big Buffalo CA Benton 

Sayõs Phoebe Shelton Memorial CA Dade 22 Apr 2018  

Photo Joshua Uffman  
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19 Apr (Karen Stair, Sherry 

Leonardo, Micky Louis), 2 -4 

Cole 29 Apr -20 May (Chris 

Barrigar), 2 Greene 1 May 

(Jeff Cantrell), 2 Phelps 4 

May (John Hogan), 2 Shaw 

Nature Reserve Franklin  12 

May (MT, Cornelius Al-

wood), 2 Valley View Glade 

Jefferson 23 May (ph. MT), 

which continued until 27 

May (ph. Kyle Hawley, m. 

obs.), and 3 Lawrence 24 

May (CBu). Golden -

crowned Kinglets  posted a 

new high record of 35, Blue 

Spring Shannon  25 Mar (JR, 

et al.) òThey were gleaning 

everywhereó, he wrote. An 

adult male Mountain Blue-

bird (acc.) observed/

photographed by Robert 

BrundageÀ and Denise 

Welch 31 Mar LBNWR es-

tablishes the fifth spring and the 15 th state records. Mountain Bluebird re-

mains on MBRCõs Review List. The third earliest spring record for Spra-

gueõs Pipit (acc.) was established when Frankie CuculichÀ found and pho-

tographed one, SLNWR Chariton  22 Mar. Three Spragueõs Pipits were re-

ported by Terry McNeelyÀ on 9 Mar Lake Viking Daviess. The observation 

sets a new earliest spring record (acc.) for the state.  

 

FINCHES THROUGH BLACKBIRDS  

 

Common Redpolls  were found at three backyard feeding stations in Mis-

souri. Ruth Simmons hosted 1 -4, between 1 Mar -11 Apr this season Leeõs 

Summit Jackson (ph. m. obs.). Single redpolls visited Cole 9-21 Mar (ph. 

Austin Lambert), and 18 Mar St. Louis  (Joe Eades). A good number of Red 

Crossbills  resulting from a major 2017 fall/winter irruption, remained 

through the end of the season. Two to 3 crossbills were present 19 -22 Mar at 

Danforth Cemetery Greene (ph. Greg Swick, DBl), and 8 -10 in Iron  3-11 Mar 

(Russell Myers, Regina Myers). Hawn SP Ste. Genevieve proved to be a 

crossbill hotspot with 4 -6 on 20 Apr and 6 May, (ph. Melissa Roach, BJ), 

with a maximum of 32 at this site 21 Apr (ph. Melissa Roach). Ten were 

counted at Assumption Abbey Douglas  29 Apr (KL, et al.), and 5 flew past 

the Busch CA visitorõs center 28 Apr (BR, MT). One was heard at the MO-

FEP site 7 banding station Carter  31 May (aud. David Hollie). The seasonõs 

high Pine Siskin  count was 100 at feeders 3 Mar Reynolds (JR), and up to 

Bank Swallow (center, with Tree Swallows 

and Barn Swallow), 25 Mar 2018, EBCA 

Boone.  Photo Brad Jacobs  
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30+ siskins visited many sites across the state. A single Green -tailed Tow-

hee  (acc.) discovered by Mennonite birders and present since Feb 2018, ob-

served and heard singing 21 -28 Apr, established the stateõs fourth spring 

and ninth state records Dallas  (ph. LBÀ, ph. CBu, ph. m. obs.). Single Spot-

ted Towhees  were recorded this period on 13 Apr TGP (TP), and 19 Apr 

Boone (Jodi Stephens). New highest spring counts were set for Eastern 

Towhee  23 Apr at Busch CA with 55 (Lindsey Day, Josh Suich) and 40 

(TP). Grasshopper Sparrow  is declining, as are many grassland species. 

The maximum counts were 15, Berlin Road, Gentry  17 May (ph. Thomas 

Jones), and 12 Liberty North High School Clay  25 May (ph. Marky Mutch-

ler). Rare in the bootheel area, one was seen 25 -26 May (Mark Hahn, Allen 

Gathman). A Fox Sparrow  fallout 24 Mar at the TGP migratory trap pro-

duced a spring record high 154 (ph. AR, CMc). Sizeable flocks of White -

throated Sparrows  away from TGPõs record high counts of 500+, included 

115 on 4 Apr Sloane CA Dade (Logan Parr) and 100 SOCA Vernon  27 Apr 

(Tony Elliott). Since there were just four state records for Golden -crowned 

Sparrow (acc.) Joshua UffmanÀ was thrilled when he discovered and pho-

tographed the fifth state record, an immature bird in a mixed sparrow flock 

on 3 Mar Bunch Hollow CA Carroll  (ph. KLÀ, m. obs.). The earliest spring 

record for Yellow -breasted Chat  (acc.) was broken by one day when Beth 

HillÀ sighted one, near Unger Park St. Louis  11 Apr. Single Yellow -

headed Blackbirds  were spotted on the east side of the state where the 

species is rare on 2 Apr CBCA (BR), 7 Apr RMBS (Cornelius Alwood, Bill 

Duncan, David Rogles, Stephen Price), and 19 May Creve Coeur Lake and 

County Park St. Louis  (Ross Furbush). Forty Bobolinks  were counted 18 

May in Pemiscot rice fields (ph. Kent Freeman), while 30 were present in 

Green-tailed Towhee Dallas  21 Apr 2018  

Photo Brad Jacobs  
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two locations 2 May at Grand Tower Is-

land Perry  (Don Mullison), and 4 May 

Cape Girardeau  (Allen Gathman). This 

periodõs high count of 200 was made in 

northern Greene 3 May (BJ). The highest 

number of Western Meadowlark  en-

countered this spring was 8 at Winfield 

Lincoln  19 Mar (BR, TP), and 8 on Brad-

ford Farms 6 Mar (Allison Anholdt, Cam-

eron Cox). Another sighting was in Gas-

conade 15 May (Kelly McKay). Persis-

tence paid off for Chrissy McClarrenÀ 

and Andy ReagoÀ, who began monitoring 

a flock of up to 138 Rusty Blackbirds  4 

Apr, which resulted in a new latest state 

spring record (acc.) of 19 on 29 Apr Wil-

more Park St. Louis City . They also es-

tablished the second latest record 17 on 

28 Apr (ph. AR, CMc). Other Rusty 

watchers tied the old 27 Apr record (Jack 

Foreman, ph. Shirley Foreman, ph. 

Becky Lutz). The only other counts above 

100 included 120 at Walker Lake St. Louis  15 Mar (Geoff Anderson), and 

114 at Palmetto Greene 4 Mar (DBl, Barbara Blevins). This species is declin-

ing in the state.  

 

WARBLERS THROUGH BUNTINGS  

 

A noteworthy Northern Water-

thrush  found by Mark Haas 4 Apr, 

tied the earliest state record Cape 

Woods CA Cape Girardeau . Swain-

sonõs Warblers included 1 -3 indi-

viduals at the Greer Spring stake-

out, Mark Twain NF Oregon be-

tween 30 Apr through the end of the 

season (m. obs.). Not distant from 

this site, observations included sin-

gles at Donaldson Point CA, New 

Madrid  10 May (ph. Mark Haas), 

Peck Ranch CA Carter  16 May (JR), 

and Cane Bluff River Access Oregon 

31 May (ph. PM, ph. PMo); 2 along 

the Jacks Fork River, Bear Hollow 

Shannon  11 May (Casey Carr, Rob-

ert Carr); and 3 at Turner Mill Ac-

cess Oregon 31 May (ph. PM, ph. 

Swainsonõs Warbler, 30 May 2018, 

Turner Mill, Oregon,   

photo Paul McKenzie  

Golden-crowned Sparrow, 3 Mar 

2018, Bunch Hollow CA Carroll,  

photo Joshua Uffman  
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PMo). Single Connecticut Warblers , all from the extreme eastern part of 

the state were logged this period. The first was 18 May TGP (ph. AR, CMc). 

This bird was relocated the same afternoon (David Haenni). Castlewood SP 

St. Louis  hosted another 20 May (Mike Brady), while the last on 29 May 

was observed at Hawn SP Ste. Genevieve (Melissa Roach). Hooded  War-

bler  is rare outside the southern Ozarks. Sightings included one during the 

Weston Bend SP Wings Over Water Festival Platte  5 May (Jake Phillips), 5 

at Babler SP St. Louis  5 May (Jim Malone), 3 Daniel Boone CA Warren  18 

May (BJ, PMo) and 1 Big Buffalo Creek CA Benton 28 May (Tony Elliott). A 

new spring highest American Redstart  count of 52 at Weston Bend SP 

Platte 12 May (Chris Hobbs) replaced the existing record of 51 tallied on a 

riparian survey. One day after Cape May Warblers  arrived in Missouri, a 

fallout brought a new spring record highest count of 12 at Carondelet Park 

2 May (ph. AR, CMc). The previous high was eight. Yellow Warblers  

staged a new highest spring count record with 124 at LBNWR 8 May (ph. 

Marky Mutchler). An adult male Audubonõs Yellow -rumped Warbler  

(acc.) was observed/photographed by Chrissy McClarrenÀ and Andy ReagoÀ 

on 22 Apr Carondelet Park. Status is casual for this sub species in Missouri. 

Continuing the record -breaking streak, a new seasonal high 18 count of 

Black -throated Green  Warbler  on 9 May Carondelet Park (ph. AR, CMc), 

was closely followed by a second-highest 15 at Forest Park -Kennedy Woods 

St. Louis City  9 May (Nate Graham). Six Canada Warblers  edged by the 

current record high on 19 May at TGP (ph. AR, CMc), while 18 Wilsonõs 

Warblers  10 May Lake Springfield Park Greene set a high count for the 

period (JH). An early adult male Scarlet Tanager  (acc.) observed by Jor-

danya RaosÀ 5 Apr tied the current earliest spring arrival at MDC SE Re-

gional Office Cape Girardeau . It is the first earliest record for this species 

accompanied by photographic documentation. Casual with only eight spring 

records, and singles for fall and winter, an adult male Western Tanager  

(acc.) visiting a feeder 22 -23 April established the ninth spring and 11 th  

state records. The tanager was observed and photographed by Ron KeelerÀ 

(private) Cass. Documentation was submitted to MBRC on his behalf (Mary 

Nemecek). Lazuli Buntings  made brief appearances in the stateõs north-

west. One spotted coming to feeders 5 May LBNWR (Mike Niles, Terry Mil-

ler, m. obs.), was still present 6 May (ph. KL, et al.) A second bunting was 

discovered 15 May at Bob Brown CA Holt  (ph. MR.). Painted Bunting  is a 

casual spring transient outside the southwest Ozarks. When an adult male 

was seen/photographed at a neighborõs feeders 16-24 Apr Warren  by Joe 

WillisÀ and Pamela Stone, new casual and earliest season records (acc.) 

were set for Missouri. On 29 Apr Kent FreemanÀ found another casual (acc.) 

this period, an adult male near Ben Cash Memorial Wildlife Area Dunklin .  

Observers ð five or more citations:  

Lisa Berger (LB), David Blevins (DBl), Charley Burwick (CBu), Jill 

Hays (JH), Brad Jacobs (BJ), Steve Kinder (SK), Kendell Loyd 

(KL), Paul McKenzie (PM), Pete Monacell (PMo), Debbie Martin 

(DM), Steve Martin (SM), Chrissy McClarren (CMc), Tom Parmeter 

(TP), Andy Reago (AR), Mark Robbins (MR), Bill Rowe (BR), Jethro 

Runco (JR), Mike Thelen (MT), Joshua Uffman (JU).  
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Abbreviations : 

(*)    documentation has not been received by the Mis

   souri Bird Records Committee  

(À)   documentation has been received  

(acc.)   documentation has been accepted  

ad.   adult  

aud.   audio 

CA   Conservation Area  

det.   details  

et al.    and others  

imm.    Immature  

MDC    Missouri Department of Conservation  

m. obs.   multiple observers  

NFWR    National Fish and Wildlife Refuge  

NWR   National Wildlife Refuge  

MO   Missouri  

pers. comm.  personal communication   

ph.   photo 

SP   State Park  

TNC    The Nature Conservancy  

vid.    video 

  

Location Abbreviations:  

BKLCA    BK Leach CA, Lincoln County  

Bradford Farms   University of Missouri Bradford Research Center, 

   Boone County  

Busch CA  Busch Conservation Area, St. Charles County  

Carondelet Park   Carondelet Park, St. Louis City  

CBCA   Columbia Bottom Conservation Area, St. Louis 

   County  

CCNWR   Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge, Pike 

   County  

EBCA    Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area, Boone County  

FRCA   Four Rivers Conservation Area, Bates/Vernon 

   Counties  
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OSCA   Otter Slough Conservation Area, Butler/Stoddard 

   Counties  

RMBS   Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St. Charles 

   County  

RRSP   Roaring River State Park, Barry County  

LBNWR    Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge, Holt 

   County  

SLNWR    Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Chariton/

   Linn Counties  

SOCA   Schell -Osage Conservation Area, St. Clair/Vernon 

   Counties  

TSCA   Ted Shanks Conservation Area, Pike County  

TGP   Tower Grove Park, St. Louis City   
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