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FROM
WKHPRESIDENT'S CIRCLE
by Paul E. Bauer
A BETTER IDEA FOR THE MERAMEC
Some of us in Missouri will have a chance to vote
for or against the Meramec Dam proposed by the Corps of
Engineers. All of us will contribute taxes to construct the dam if Congress authorizes this action.
Our state legislature chose to restrict the voting
to those in a local region of 12 counties and the city
of St. Louis. But Missouri has 114 counties: Nearly
half of the citizens of Missouri will be excluded from
this vote. If this seems unfair, illogical or unreasonable, please read on.
Is it too late to express your views en the future
of the Meramec riverway? Not at all. Now your personal viewpoint is critical. This vote concerning the
Meramec Dam is advisory to our U.S. Senators in order
to determine the "will of the people". You can advise
your senators, Mr. Danforth and Mr. Eagleton, of your
choice in a simple letter or mailgram. Even a ninecent postcard can convey your "vote". If you pass up
this chance, be willing to accept the wishes of those
that do vote or mail letters, and accept the tax bite
if the dam is constructed.
Conservationists in Columbia have been able to get
this Meramec Dam issue added to the ballot for elections late this summer in Boone County. This idea is
excellent and can be adopted in all parts ofthe State.
It would be most meaningful if the following areas
could get their counties to include this dam issue on
l
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the ballot for the fall elections:
Kansas City, Springfield, Jefferson City, St. Joseph, Joplin, Sedalia, Cape Girardeau, Sikeston,
Poplar Bluff, Hannibal, Louisiana, Kirksville,
Mexico, Moberly, Marshall, and Nevada.
Fast action is necessary since deadlines for filing to
get an issue on the ballot may vary. This larger ballot from a larger sample of voters all across Missouri
is a most meaningful way to properly inform our U. S.
Senators of the true will of the entire people. You
can make it happen in your county if you ask questions
about how to get a topic on the ballot.
What else can you do besides voting your viewpoint? The Meramec Heritage Riverway Association
(MHRA) has culminated four years of studies with a better plan for using the purchased land along the river
without damming it. This (MHRA) plan has been endorsed
by the officers and board of directors of the Audubon
Society of Missouri and the affiliate Audubon Societies
which were attending the Missouri Audubon Conservation
Committee meeting on April 22nd in Jefferson City. Our
Society made a sizeable donation to the MHRA to aid in
communicating this plan to the voters involved.
Your local Audubon Society or nature club is
encouraged to also make contributions, and to ask your
members to make donations to MHRA. Your every effort
is necessary at this time. For more details about the
MHRA plan see Jim Jackson's article in this issue under
Conservation Comments and then write to:
Meramec Heritage Riverway Association
P.O. Box 52, Sullivan, Mo. 63080
By now you realize that each of us has an important
task in this meaningful effort to retain the natural
beauty of the Meramec River Basin.
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CONSERVATION COMMENTS

by James P. Jackson
Meramec Heritage Riverway- In this issue's editorial, President Paul Bauer stresses the importance
of that August vote, though nonbinding, which should
once and for all decide the Meramec Dam issue. Yet
people will ask: "What will be done with the 26,000
acres already bought by the Corps of Engineers if they
don't build the dam? Is there an alternative to the
dam?" Answers to both questions are to be found in
the Meramec Heritage Riverway proposal. Many worthy
people worked hard to prepare this plan and, assuming
we save the river, it should get a full hearing in Congress. What it would do can be summarized as follows.
l) It would return Meramec valley agricultural
land within the project area to its previous use and
permit five-year purchase options to previous owners.
2)
area to
late as
creetly

It would convert .all other land in the project
State ownership, some of it to be kept invionatural areas and the remainder to be disdeveloped for public recreation.

J) It would preserve the Meramec River in its natural, free-flowing state and make it accessible, by
numerous access points, to floaters. The careful spacing of recreation areas, with floaters' easements
through agricultural lands in between, would guarantee
the rights of all users.
4) It would be administered jointly by Missouri's
Department of Natural Resources (recreation facilities)
and its Department of Conservation (wildlife, fisheries
and forests),
It behooves all of us to seek more publicity for
this worthy alternative todamming the Meramec. Information is available--including attractive posters--from
the Meramec Heritage Riverway Association, P.O. Box 52,
Sullivan, Mo. 63080.
The Association appreciates
donations.
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Conservation Federation News - The Federation, at
its Annual Meeting on March 12, passed a number of resolutions of interest to us. One was to support the
Missouri Attorney General's action against the Corps
of Engineers, seeking a permanent injunction to stop
maximum power discharges of water below Stockton Dam
which, in numerous instances, have caused severe erosion damage to the Sac River's banks. Another was to
urge the Department of Conservation to negotiate for
the purchase of unique woods and bluffs in northeast
Missouri. But by far the most significant to us, the
Federation resolved to raise all affiliation dues from
50¢ to $1.00 per member, effective July 1, 1978. Inflation catches everyone; it is this writer's oplnlon
that the Federation is Missouri's most effective lobbying force for conservation and that we should all continue our affiliation, in spite of the doubling of its
cost. Itis still a very inexpensive investment for us
to support the preservation of our natural heritage.
Alaska- The House of Representatives gave its
overwhelming approval to the National Interest Lands
Conservation Act by a vote .of 277 - 31 on May 19. The
unexpectedly wide margin of victory is attributed to
a strong grass roots campaign,
The legislation
the Senate, however.
on the Senate bill in
Committee, chaired by

faces a tough, uphill battle in
By now, work has already begun
the Energy and Natural Resources
Senator Jackson.

Opposition has come from the Senators from Alaska,
and it is important that we let our Senators know that
we feel that this is a matter of national interest.
Contact your Senators urging them to help prevent a
delay of action on the bill, and ask them to support
the strongest wilderness protection for these lands.
This legislation to protect a significant portion
of America's last great frontier is widely regarded as
potentially the most important conservation measure of
our time. It is essential that we do not lose the
momentum gained by the overwhelming victory in the
House; we must urge that a strong bill go to the Senate floor for a vote without delay.
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[A new column appears for the first time in this
issue of The Bluebird. Its purpose is to establish a
closer relationship and better understanding between

the various organizations which are affiliated with
the Audubon Society of Missouri by providing a medium
for exChange of news and other items of interest. We
feel that it will prove popular with our readers providing each locaJ. group will assume responsi·bili ty for
sending reports of its special activities, projects and
accomplishments to -- The Editor, J

THE CITY OF COLUMBIA is at the threshold of
acquiring one of the longest, narrowest parks in the
country. The COLUMBIA AUDUBON SOCIETY and other citizen conservation groups worked with city officials to
encourage purchase of the abandoned Missouri-KansasTexas Railroad branch line. This little-used spur.
became available under the Railroad Revitalization and
Regulatory Reform Act, which gives first purchase
rights to government bodies. This right-of-way extends from near the Missouri River,  miles into the
heart of the city. Ninety percent of the purchase
funds will be provided by the Heritage Conservation
Recreation Service of the Department of the Interior.
The balance of the cost will be borne by the city.
The 100 foot wide right-of-way is crossed many
times by Flat Branch, Hinkson and Perche Creeks. The
rich bottomland habitat associated with these streams
will be a particularly valuable addition to the parklands and natural areas of Columbia.
In recent
170 species in
blers. Birds
include Wood
Waterthrushes.

years, local birders have identified
the area, including Jl species of warregularly nesting along the streams
Ducks, Parula Warblers and Louisiana

The area will be managed for multiple uses
including birding, bicycling, jogging and nature appreciation. After removal of rails and ties the road
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bed will be covered with a layer of chat and planks
placed on the numerous trestles. Other development
will be minimal.
This parkway promises to be a great asset to the
local residents as have similar areas in other states.
--William Goodge and Jim Rathert
THE AUDUBON CLUB OF SPRINGFIELD enjoyed a "Big
Weekend" on Saturday and Sunday, May 6 and?. Members
in groups, pairs and singly counted species of birds
seen in the immediate Springfield area, and then met
for a pot luck supper and compilation. After tallying
all lists, the count for the two day period was 134
species, including 26 warblers. This annual birding
event has become a popular one for birdwatchers in the
area.
--RM

INFORMATION REQUESTED ON GULLS.
A study of concentrati.ons of gulls--when and where
they occur throughout continental North America--is
being made in an effort to reduce the frequency of
bird/aircraft collisions.
Data is needed in both areas of low and high gull
densities. All data, even that which might not seem .
significant is requested, as it is the "expected" or
"usual" sightings which will be of greatest value.
The following information is needed whenever
possible: l) the precise location of gull sightings,
2) a list of all species observed, 3) the date for each
sighting, 4) the approximate number of each species,
5) the frequency at which these numbers occur (i.e.,
within each season), and 6) factors responsible for
large aggregations where they occur. If the species
present cannot be identified, an estimate of the number of gulls is useful and will be appreciated.
Please mail your records to:
Dr. William E. Southern, Dept. of Biol. Sci., Northern
Illinois University, DeKalb, IL 60115
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
SHOREBIRD COLOR-MARKING 1978
In 1978, the Canadian Wildlife Service will be
continuing an extensive program of banding and colormarking shorebirds in James Bay, with the objective of
defining migration routes used by shorebirds on their
journeys between the Arctic breeding grounds and wintering areas. ·During the past three years, over
JO,OOO shorebirds have been captured in southern James
Bay, and have resulted in more than 1,200 'bird days'
of sightings of dyed birds, in areas ranging from eastern Canada to South America. Much new information is
being obtained on migration routes and strategies, and
your assistance in looking out for and reporting colormarked birds would be very much appreciated and would
contribute very substantially to the success of the
program.
Feather dyes (yellow/orange) and colored leg
bands (yellow or light blue) will be used to mark the
birds according to age and date and place of capture,
If you see a marked shorebird, please record details
of: species, place, date, color-marks and, if possible,
numbers of other shorebirds present. For color-dyed
birds, please record the color and area of the bird
that was dyed (e.g., entire breast, upper breast only,
belly from legs to tail only, etc,), For color bands
and standard metal leg bands please record which leg
the bands were on, the colors involved, and the relative position of the bands if more than one was on a
leg (e.g,, right leg, blue over metal, etc.). A note
should also be made whether the bands were below or
above the "knee" of the bird.
Thank you very much for your assistance. All
reports will be fully acknowledged and should be sent
to:
Dr, R.I.G. Morrison
Canadian Wildlife Service
2721 Highway Jl
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada KlG JZ7

?.

CAPTURE OF SNOW GOOSE IN FLIGHT BY BALD EAGLE
by Leo Galloway
Fall and spring visitors to Squaw Creek Wildlife
Refuge, drawn there by the large concentration of
waterfowl, are often surprised to find many migrant
eagles, as well. The December 18, 1977, bird count
showed a peak population of 187 adult and lJl immature
Bald Eagles and one immature Golden Eagle, During
hunting season crippled and dying ducks and geese that
are able to return to the refuge furnish abundant food
for the raptors, >rhich feed primarily as scavengers if
such food is available. In early winter after the
pools freeze, the eagles may be seen feeding on or
quarreling over dead birds frozen in the ice.
With the exhaustion of available food, few eagles
are seen on the refuge from mid-January until the pools
that and carrion is again exposed. At this time dead
fish become a major item in the eagles' diet. During
the interim, birds in search of food may be seen ranging out many miles from the refuge, with the population concentrated primarily along waterways particularly the Missouri River. Between the river and the
loess bluffs to the east, a floodplain varying in width
from less than a mile to as much as ten miles extends
from south of St. Joseph to north of Council Bluffs,
Iowa
Late in the afternoon of January 27, while I was
walking across the Missouri River flats near Amazonia
in Andrew County, my attention was attracted by the
frantic call of a Snow Goose; I looked up to see a
mature Bald Eagle closing in on a mature snow Goose,
with a second eagle following the chase. The lead
eagle rapidly closed the distance between itself and
the goose. As it came near, the eagle set its wings
and glided in just slightly below its prey. As the
goose attempted to dodge the oncoming predator, the
eagle rolled at least partially over and struck upwards with its talons at the breast area of its intended victim, With each miss the eagle dropped
behind but, within a quarter of a mile or so, readily
overtook the goose. After several misses, when the
8

birds were about a mile away, the eagle momentarily
clutched the goose in mid-air, released the stillflapping prey, then, with the second eagle, wheeled
and dropped to feed on the victim.
About twenty minutes later two more mature eagles

ZHUH seen pursuing an immature Snow Goose. Several
passes .were made at the goose, but the chase soon car-

ried the birds out of sight, In both cases the geese
appeared to be healthy, agile birds. Earlier in the
afternoon I had seen a lone snow Goose flying exci tedly along the base of the bluffs, but it soon disappeared as it dropped into a stand of brush and small
trees. Had it made a lucky escape?
Several questions remain unanswered Small flocks
of geese were seen in the distance high over the river;
were the eagles disrupting the flocks and picking out
isolated birds as their victims? Is hunting in pairs
the general practice? How often are eagles forced to
capture live birds?
An observer uneducated in the ways of nature might
condemn the eagle for such an aggressive act, but each
organism has its niche in the balanceof nature. Real
izing this, anyone who is privileged to witness such a
fascinating incident can only stand in awe of the
intricate laws of nature.

A BIRDWATCHER REMEMBERS
by Homer R. Bolen
In the midst. of winter I stood on the banksof the
Rio grande and observed a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
scanning the bark of a thorny huisache tree. I wondered where he spent the summer. Could he be the same
bird whom I saw in July drilling his sap pits on a
maple trunk in Prince Albert Park far north in Saskatchewan? On his spring and fall journeys did he pass
through Missouri and feed at our suet basket while we
watched from the breakfast table?
I t was late in June of 1971 that I was driving
through Wyoming's Beartooth Mountains. As the road
climbed higher and higher the trees became smaller and
9

scrubbier. Soon I had reached the treeless tundra
above timber line, As I rounded a curve of the highway
a small dark form winged out of a snow flurry into view
and then was gone in an instant. What could it be?
Very few kinds of birds live above the tree limit of
the mountains. It was far too small for eagle or Raven
and it was much too dark for Clark's Nutcracker or a
Water Pipit. Could i t be ...... , 0!!
it must be a
Black Rosy Finch!! My first view of this elusive
species!!

One of the most publicized birds is the Whooping
Crane but very few people have ever seen one. They
nest in Wood Buffalo National Park of northern Canada
and spend the winter on the coast of Texas at Aransas
National Wildlife Refuge, About ten years ago Professor Paul Heye and I were invited by the Refuge manager
tb participate in their Christmas bird census. We had
the privilege of entering parts of the Refuge not open
to the public. At one time we could count 28 Whooping
Cranes, more than half of the world's population of
wild Whooping Cranes during that year!!
My 50 years of trapping and banding birds gave me
opportunities for intimate acquaintance with individual birds. What a thrill it is to hold in your hands
the live bird while you attach its numbered band. A
feisty Blue Jay becomes as gentle as a dove. A House
·wren squirms and wriggles all the time you hold it. I
recall a one-legged Tufted Titmouse which I recaptured
several times. Each time•~ fought valiantly with beak
and claws until released.
In the swamps of Florida the Limpkin's weird calls
at night are heard more often than the bird is seen.
About 18 years ago we were planning our first trip to
that state. A friend told us she had learned from the
National Geographic where a Limpkin might be seen. We
followed her advice and drove south from Tallahassee
to Wakulla Springs. We parked and walked down to the
water's edge. There! On the other side of the stream
at the base of a tree stood a large brown bird with a
long bill that turned slightly downward. A Limpkin!!
Ten years later I was at Wakulla Springs. Across the
river beside a tree stood a Limpkin!
""
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Winter Survey
Compiled by Mark Robbins
December 1, 1977 through February 28, 1978
By the end of the season observers were wondering
why they hadn't followed their feathered friends
south. This was the second coldest winter on record
for the midwest. December was clear and mild for the
most part. There was less than a half inch of precipitation for the month in the northwest section of the
state. January was extremely cold with only six days
above the freezing mark in the St. Joseph area. A cold
snap moved into the state during the middle of · the
month leaving the ground covered with snow until
March. February was much the same except that we had
even more snow. Much of the state received 12 plus
inches on February 13. By the end of the period daytime highs were still running 20° below normal.
Observers who braved the cold were rewarded. The
state's first Gyrfalcon was recorded in December. All
the northern finches were recorded this winter. Other
noteworthy finds included: Osprey, Prairie Falcon,
American Woodcock, Long-billed Marsh Wrens, Common
Yellowthroat, and Smith's Longspur.
The following species were included in The Bluebird (Vol. 45, No. 1) in the summary of CBC's for Missouri. They have been rejected by this editor due to
the lack of convincing details. They are: Broadwinged Hawk,. Gray Catbird, Black and White Warbler,
Dickcissel, and Vesper Sparrow.
LOONS THROUGH HAWKS - Two Common Loons were still
present at Lake Jacomo, KC Dec. 11 (NW,Lloyd Moore).
Springfield had three Horned Grebes on their CBC Dec,
17.
Good photographs of the White Pe;Lican at Alton Dam
Dec. 26 were obtained (TB,JE et al). A total of 5
11

Double-crested Cormorants were recorded on CBC's this
winter.
An Am. Bittern was found at Fountain Grove W.A.
Dec. 10 (Steve Young).
210 White-fronted Geese were recorded on the Squaw
Creek N.W.R. (hereafter S.C.R.) CBC Dec. 18. Three
Ross' Geese were seen on the S.C.R. CBC. Single Bluewinged Teal were recorded on both the Jefferson City
and Springfield CBC's. The only Greater Scaup sightings were from KC during early Dec. (NJ et al) and one
at St. Louis Jan. 1 (BR, Viola Buchholtz), The only
seater sighting for the period was of a Black at Lake
Jacome until Dec. 8 (NJ,NM). A hybrid Hooded Merganser-Common Goldeneye appeared at Alton Dam Feb. 6 - 9,
The bird was well documented and photographed (BR,
Paul Bauer et al).
The Turkey Vulture on the Hannibal CBC was noteworthy, A number of Cooper's and Sharp-shinned Hawks
were observed this season. Fifteen Red-shouldered
Hawks were recorded on CBC's. Rough-legged Hawks were
encountered statewide in small numbers. Golden Eagles
were seen at the following localities: one at Pacific,
Franklin Co., Dec. 29 (BR); one on the Busch W.A. CBC;
an adult at Honey Creek W.A., Andrew Co. Jan. 2 (FL);
and an immature at S.C.R. from Dec. through early Jan.
·(m. ob.). An impressive 318 (L87a, lJlim) Bald Eagles
were counted on the S.C.R. CBC,
An Osprey was found on the Sullivan CBC Dec, Jl
possibly providing the state's first valid winter record. Undoubtedly the find of the season was the flEfalcon carefully observed on the S.C.R. CBC. Details
will be published at a later time in The Bluebird (TB,
Richard Rowlett). The Prairie Falcon--seen 5 miles
east of Golden City, Dade Co., Dec. 23 was well documented (CB et al). Three Merlins were located, all
from the St. Louis area. A male was seen at Chain of
the Rocks, Dec. 13 (BR); the second was at Busch W.A.
Jan. 14 (Rose Ann Bodmann et al); and one was seen in
St. Charles Co, Feb. 11 (Joel Greenburg et al), An
encouraging total of 4o2 Am. Kestrels were recorded on
CBC' s.
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WOODCOCK THROUGH WRENS - The Am, Woodcock on the
Trimble CBC was well documented. A number, as many as
6 in a day, of Glaucous Gulls were seen throughout most
of the period along the Mississippi River near. St.
Louis (BR, PS et al). A second winter Glaucous Gull
(originally reported as Iceland) was present at Trimble
W.A., Clinton Co. Jan. 27-30 (FL,DE,MR,TB et al), An
Iceland was reported on the Orchard Farm CBC. This
species has never been properly (photographs or specimen) documented for the state. Thayer's Gulls were
first detected in the St. Louis area Dec. 13 (PS,BR et
al) with as many as ten being seen in late Dec., early
Jan. (TB et al). The only Black-legged Kittiwake
sighting was Jan. 4 above Alton Dam (Mary Francis
Goodloe).
The usual scattered sightings of Long-eared and
Short-eared Owls were received. The largest concentration of Long-eared was of nine on the Trimble CBC.
Red-headed Woodpeckers were noted in higher numbers statewide except the NW corner where they were
scarce or completely absent, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers were found in above average numbers on the CBC's.
An Eastern Phoebe was well documented on the Mingo
N.W.R. CBC.
Red-breasted Nuthatches were recorded statewide
in small numbers. Twice as many Brown Creepers were
recorded on this year's CBC 's compared to either of the
two previous years' counts.
Winter Wrens were scarce statewide the entire
period. Only ll were located on CBC's. Three Bewick's Wrens were recorded on CBC's while one was present in Eureka during Dec. and Jan. (Wayne Harness). As
expected very few Carolina Wrens were found during the
period, Long-billed Marsh Wrens were present throughout Dec. at S.C.R. withasmany as 5 in a day (MRetal).
MOCKINGBIRD THROUGH BLACKBIRDS - The severity of
the past two winters has apparently had adverse
effects on the Mockingbird population. Observers have
noted a decline in southern Missouri where the species
is common. Only 373 were recorded on CBC's this win13

ter. Good concentrations of Am. Robins, Eastern Bluebirds and Cedar Waxwings were noted in the eastern half
of the state during the CBC's. An influx of waxwings
occurred in the NW corner the second week in Jan.
Ruby-crowned Kinglets lingered, even after the cold
snap in early Jan., until Jan. 15 at Columbia (BG) and
to Jan. 14 at Schell-Osage (KH, NM). Fewer Loggerhead
Shrikes were seen in NW Missouri and KC areas compared
to the previous winter.
A female plumaged Common Yellowthroat was carefully studied at Big Lake, Mississippi Co. Jan. 2 (Jim
Haw). Huge blackbird concentrations were again present in Dec. in the S.C.R. and Springfield areas.
FRINGILLIDS Evening Grosbeaks were present
throughout the period statewide (except in NW corner).
High counts included 50 and 44 at Eminence and Spring.field respectively. The state's seventh and eighth
records of Pine Grosbeak were recorded this winter. An
immature male was present at Maryville from Jan. 8 to
Feb. 24 (MR et al, photographed). A female was seen at
Ashland Cemetery, St. Joseph, Feb. 25 (FL).
Common Redpolls were observed in small numbers in
the northern half of the state. They even reached
Springfield (5: 2 males, 3 females) in early Feb.
(Mrs. Genevieve Cramer et al) and Cape Giradeau
(one
at a feeder, no date, Mark Goodman). High count for
'the season was of 50 at S.C.R. Jan. 29 (FL). Pine
Siskins were reported from all localities.
Red Crossbills were noticeably scarce again this
winter. The only sighting was of a flock of four to
fourteen birds at Lake Jacome from Dec. 25 to Feb. 3
(KH et al). The rarer White-winged was seen in the St.
Louis and KC areas. Up to twelve were seen in a flock
at St. Louis while as many as ten were observed at Lake
Jacome (Jane Lippencott et al).
The mild weather through the end of Dec. permitted
a number of sparrows to linger in greater numbers and
farther north than usual. This is particularly true
for Savannah, Le Conte's and Lincoln's (see CBC's in
The Bluebird, Vol. 45, No. l), At least 3 Lincoln's
Wre still present at Trimble W.A. Jan. 29 (TB,MR,DE).
14
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A Vesper Sparrow was noted neat Busch W.A. Jan. 24
(Bill Boesch), Lapland Longspurs were reported statewide in flocks usually consisting of less than 4o
birds. However, 150 were seen at Joplin Dec, J (KH);
150 at Springfield Feb. 19 (Nathan Fay et al); and
200 were present at Columbia for most of the period
(BG). A Smith's Longspur was carefully studied in the
Amazonia Flats, Andrew Co. Jan. 22 providing one of the
few winter records for the state (FL). The number of
Snow Buntings observed this winter is unprecedented.
Sightings include: one on the Maryville CBC; one near
St. Joseph Jan. 2 (FL); eleven Feb. 5 south of Skidmore in Holt Co. (TB et al); two in St. Charles Co,
Feb, ll (Floyd Hallett); six plus Feb. 12 near St.
Joseph (FL); and twelve near Bolckow, Andrew Co, Feb.
15 (JH,DE).
Observers:
CB
TB
JE
DE
BG
JH
KH

-

Catherine Bonner
Tim Barksdale
Joey Eades
David Easterla
Bill Goodge
Jack Hilsabeck
Kelly Hobbs
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Nannette Johnson
Floyd Lawhon
Norman McLaughlin
Mark Robbins
Bill Rudden
Phoebe Snetsinger
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SAVE THE MERAMEC
A number of workshops and outings are being
planned for the summer focusing on the Meramec River.
Most are located at Meramec State Park, Sullivan, MO,
and are offered as a public service as part of The
Sierra Club's campaign to save the Meramec.
On Sunday, July 2, Jim Jackson, biologist, teacher
and author of many articles on the outdoors will lead
a nature walk to explore "Forest Ecology and the River."
Meet at the picnic shelter at Park entrance, J.5 miles
south of I-44 on Hwy. 185 at 2 P.M. Camera, binoculars
and a canteen are suggested. This event is jointly
sponsored by The Audubon Society of Missouri and The
Sierra Club.
ll tl tl
15

Notes and Feathers
fiHlf fall on the editor's desk

Rebecca Matthews, Editor
THE AUDUBON SOCIETY OF MISSOURI is proud of its
continuing affiliation with the
National Audubon
Society; we are happy that we can help to support it
in its concern and action for conservation.
In an effort to strengthen our ties with the
national organization and at the same time to bring
the local Audubon Chapters into a closer working relationship with one another the Missouri Audubon Conservation Committee has been formed. This group consists
of representatives from those Chapters of the National
Audubon Society which are also affiliates of the Missouri Audubon Society. Members of the committee a.re
chosen by their local Chapter.
"Among the Branches" (see page 5) is a new feature of The Bluebird intended to highlight the activities of the various groups affiliated with our
Society. We would like to think of it as providing an
opportunity for sharing your goals, your projects,
your accomplishments and your needs. It can be used
to publicize the actions and aims of the Audubon Conservation Committee, Through it we hope that our membership will become better acquainted with the organizations within our Society and what they are doing.
Of course, it will be successful only if it is
used. We hope that your local group will see its
potential and let us know what you are doing. Send
articles and news stories to The Bluebird editor.
CONGRATULATIONS! to our own lovely and talented
Patti Easterla who is MRS. MISSOURI, 1978. Congratulations, too to husband, Dave, and their family,
COPY FOR THE NEXT ISSUE of The Bluebird is due
August first. Announcements concerning the Fall Meeting at Camp Rising Sun (September 30 - October 1) will
be included. It is important to have copy on time,

16

"""

