






















































































area with the exception of many SONG SPARROWS throughout the season 
(CH). 
BG notes that in the river bottom areas near Columbia, Boone Co, that 
sparrows in general were in greater numbers due probably to the regrowth of 
vegetation after the 1993 flood. He lists SONG SPARROW and FOX 
SPARROW as common during the period, with WHITE-CROWNED and 
WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS regularly seen with SWAMP 
SPARROWS in wet areas. LINCOLN'S and WHITE-THROATED 
SPARROWS were also fairly common during the mild weather up to years end 
in the Kansas City area before heading south (CH). SK reported SWAMP, 
FOX.and WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS throughout most of the winter 
in nonh central Missouri in the Livingston, Chariton and Lynn cos area. 
HARRIS' SPARROW counts increased in mid-Jan as individuals to our north 
were forced south. Three HARRIS' SPARROWS were seen south of 
Chillicothe, Livingston, on 22 Jan (SK). Blackbirds were around all winter in 
the Kansas City area with large numbers moving by mid-Feb. About 100 
LAPLAND LONGSPURS appeared at Waldron , Platte Co on 1 Jan, the 
largest flock reported in the area west central part of Missouri this season 
(SA,CH,MMcH). On 1 Dec 40 LAPLAND LONGSPURS were at Bradford 
Farms, with 100 present on 31 Jan. One SNOW BUNTING turned up a 
Busch CA on 18 Dec (JZ). 

One WESTERN MEADOWLARK sang at Bradford Farms on 10 
Feb (BG). Five RUSTY BLACKBIRDS were located by JH on the Maryville 
Christmas Count on 18 Dec. Twenty-nine BREWER'S BLACKBIRDS were 
located in two flocks at Taberville on 5 March (RF). About 75 GREAT-
TAILED GRACKLES were at Nevada, Vernon Co on 10 Feb (MR). Four 
GREAT-TAILED GRACKLES turned up in Platte Co on 10 Dec (MD). 

Large flocks of HOUSE FINCHES dominated weedy areas and 
feeders in the Columbia Area (BG). TMcN had 80 HOUSE FINCHES at his 
feeder in rural Daviess Co most of the winter. Two PURPLE FINCHES were 
observed near Columbia, Boone Co on 7 Jan. BJ had 5-6 PURPLE FINCHES 
throughout the season at sunflower seed feeders. Six were present at Parnell, 
Nodaway Co, from 31 Dec to 24 Feb (KG). The pines at Lake Jacomo, Jackson 
Co, produced 13 RED CROSSBILLS on 11 Dec (LM) and 10 on 16 Dec 
(PMcK, BJ). ML and LIL reported one COMMON REDPOLL and several 
WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILLS in the Taum Sauk Lake area, Iron Co, 
during the period. MB found 15 PINE SISKINS near Lake Jacomo on 4 Feb. 
A lone bird was at the Springfield Conservation Nature Center, Greene Co, on 
21 and 29 Jan (LR). Purple Finches and Fox Sparrow were absent from most 
areas. One PINE SISKIN at a feeder in Columbia on 8 Dec and at least one 
was in a flock of AMERICAN GOLDFINCHES at McBaine, Boone Co, on 8 
Jan (BG). No Evening Grosbeaks were reported. 

************* 
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OBSERVERS: DA-Dick Anderson, SA-Steve Addinall, DB-Dave Becher, 
MB-Mike Beck, JC-Jeff Cantrell, FC-Francis Cramer, BD-Beuy Dyer, SD-
Steve Dilks, SDn-Susan Domfield, DE-David Easterla, RF-Robert Fisher, CF-
Chris Fisher, DF-Doris Fitchett, LG-Leo Gallaway, RG-Ruth Gallaway, JG-
JoAnn Garrett, BG-Bill Goodge, KG-Kirby Gosley, SG-Sue Greenberg, SH-
Susan Hazelwood, EH-Eric Hamburg, JH-Jack Hilsabeck, CH-Chris Hobbs, 
DH-Dale Humburg, LH-Larry Herbert, BJ-Brad Jacobs, EJ-Evelyn Johnson, 
NJ-Nan Johnson, DJ-Dave Jones, SK-Steve Kinder, SKe-Steve Kenny, LL-
Larry Lade, ML-Melba Lashley, LIL-Lloyd Lashley, BL-Bob Lewis, MMcH-
Mick McHugh, MMcK-Mark McKellar, PMcK-Paul McKenzie, TMcN-Terry 
McNeely, RM-Ron Mullikin, BP-Bill Palmer, KP-Kay Palmer, BRv-Bill 
Reeves, LR-Larry Rizzo, MR-Mark Robbins, CR-Cal Royall, BS-Bruce 
Schuette, PS-Phoebe Snetsinger, TS-Tom Snetsinger, GS-Greg Swick, MT-
Max Towler, NB-Jack VanBenthysen, JW-Joe Werner, JDW-Jim Wilson, JZ-
Jim Ziebol. 

ABBREVIATIONS: 
CA= Conservation Area (Formerly 

Wildlife Areas, Mo. Dept Cons. 
Grand Pass= Grand Pass CA, Saline Co 
Lake Jacomo= Lake Jacomo, Clay Co 
Lake Springfield= Lake Springfield, Greene Co 
m.ob.= many observers 
REDA= Riverlands Environmental Demonstration 

Area, West Alton, StCharles Co. 
ScheU-Osage= Schell-Osage CA, Vernon Co 
Smithville= Smithville Lake, Clay & Clinton Cos 
THR= Thomas Hill Reservoir, Randolph and 

Macon cos. 
TRL= Table Rock Lake, Taney Co. 

Seasonal Survey Editors: 

Fall: 

Winter: 

Spring: 

Dick Anderson, 1147 Grenshaw Dr, St. Louis, MO 63137 
(314) 868-2009 

Brad Jacobs, P.O.Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180 
(314) 751-4115 

Chris Hobbs, 13121 Swartz Rd., Bonner Springs, KS 66012 
(913) 441-2473 

Summer: 
Jim D. Wilson, P.O.Box 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180 

(314) 751-4115 
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Editor's Notes: 

Northwest Missouri State Univ. is offering two summer field courses 
that may be of interest to members of ASM. The first, "Summer Bird Diversity 
in Northwest Missouri" is offered June 6 - June 20. The second, "Wildlife 
Refuges, Nature Preserves, Prairies and Natural Areas of Northwest Missouri" 
is offered June 21 - July 5. For additional information contact: Dr. David 
Easterla, Dept. of Biology/Garrett-Strong 209, Northwest MO State Univ. 800 
University Drive, Maryville, MO 64468-6001. 

Both state and federal wildlife management agencies report increasing 
numbers of House Finches with severe cases of conjunctivitis. All birders are 
asked to keep a lookout for birds with runny or crusted eyes and swollen faces. 
The disease apparently poses no threat to humans but appears to be spreading 
from the northeast where it was first identified. Anyone finding sick or dead 
birds should contact their local MO Dept. of Conservation office. Additional 
infonnation can be obtained by contacting Jim D. Wilson, (314) 751-4115. 

The Cardinal News (publication of the Illinois Audubon Society) re-
ports on a new book "Bluebirds Forever", by Connie Toops. It gives tips on 
plantings of berry-producing shrubs and trees that attract this favorite member 
of the thrush family; discusses preferred foods and includes plans for building 
nest boxes. Included are 120 stunning color photographs of all species of 
bluebirds -- eastern, western, and mountain. 

What's the bluebird equivalent of ice cream? Mealwonns, of course! 
Can you name the four states that claim the bluebird as their state bird? Mis-
souri, Idaho, Nevada, and New York- if you didn't know. 

To order by Visa/Mastercard call Voyager Press at 1-800-888-9653. 
Otherwise, look for this great book at your local bookstore (Publisher's list 
price is $35.00). 

We keep hearing occasional reports of unusual hummingbirds in Mis-
souri (see the Winter Report in this issue). A report in the Arkansas Audubon 
Society Quarterly Newsletter (Vol. XL, No. 1, Mar. 1995) outlines overwinter-
ing hummingbirds found in that state in the past 10 years. Perk Floyd, a regis-
tered bander, has captured and released most of these. Species include Rufous, 
several Black-chinned, one Buff-bellied and two Anna's. During this past 
winter, four Ruby-throated Hummingbirds have been banded in the Little Rock 
area, two in November, one in December, and one in January. 

Are the birds looking for a better climate? Let's keep our eyes open 
this next winter --
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