




















































































































Missouri CBC 1998-1999

SPECIES Muil | MontL | NCCa.] Spr | Std | SqCr | Sult ' Sw.l | Trimb. {W.Spr.| TOTAL

Am Coot 23] 27| 262 4] 112 [ 3267
Killdeer 21| 19, 43] 21 1 i 410
G. Yollowlegs : 1 1
Loast Sandpiper ] 19
C Snlpe 4 1 2 4 6 S I | 1L
Bonap. Gull 53 14 o 12 154
R-b Gull 4 68 239 8l 191 . 188 5 1004
Herring Guil 1o 29 k[
Rock Dove 12] 118] 20/ 746] 104 32 ! 4 23 56 3636
M Dove 2 80 44| 578] 20 4 13 12 108 18 2269
{E Screach Owl 3 6| s8] a4 2 5 49
G Horned Cwl 6 3 1 18 7 12 7 1 107
Bared Owl 2 3 IR 1 1 2 81
Shert-eared Owl 3 ) 5 20
L-e 0wl 2 2
owl,sp. ; 1
Selasphorus.sp. 1 B i : 1
B Kingfisher 1 1 3l q48f 0y 2| 2 1 3 3. 108
Red-headed Wp 4 [} 3 1 3 13 3o 459
Red-bellied Wp 26 38 53 64; 70 28| 18 56 78 29 1250
Y-b Sapsucker 1 8 1 "8 2 1 ! 2 4 44
Downy Wp 42| ""30] ~ 73] 108 10| 32; 8 51 72] 28| 1281
HaiyWp | 7 Tl 31 7.8 14 17 3 8 7 3 182
N Flicker(Y-s) Ci1]_80[ 400 "s0| 58| - 2. 75 66| 65| 1001
N Flicker(R-s) ~ 1 2
N Flicker(form?) 15 . N 46
Plleated Wp 1 2 7.3 2 4 98
E Phoabe - . ) 2
[Horned Lark 1] 216 134 4 | 10 24 880
[Blue Jay 1] 198) 130) 141 44] 32| 63; 126 219 27| 2904
Am Crow 41} 734] 221] 299 201, 60| 261 147 215| 77} - 7689
B-¢ Chickadee 42 701 174 180] 76 T 83 204 1911
Carol. Chickadee | : 182 91* 454
chickades,sp. : 88| . 504
T Titmouse 5 45| 74| 119 58] 24| 116 &7 87 51 1867
R-b Nuthatch 3 2 B ! 35
W-b Nuthalch 42 5 17) 38] 42| 27| 85 M 38 11 703
Brown Cresper 8 6] 15| & 7 5 6 1 142,
Carolina Wren 12 20 81] 18 11 7 2 23 19 576
Bewick's Wren ) 1
Winfer Wren 1 3 5 1 8 57
Sodge Wren 2
Marsh Wren | . | B 2
G-c Kinglet 5 34 7] 18] 17 1 2 5 18 8 269
R-c Kinglet 11 2 1 20
|E Bluabird 7] 0] 97 269 82 1] 121 18 88 47] 2662
Hermit Thrush 1 T 7 20
Am Robin 67] 390 43} e24] 15 140 9] 4 73 34] 4735
N Mockingbird 10 17 48 1 ! 3 40 3 316
B Thrasher 2 1 15
C Waxwing 132] 180 33 146 26 81 9 1871
th, Shiike 3 7 2 1 4 1 3 0 65
Eur Starfing 338| o946 951] 9500(1658! 535! 80| 179] 1600 173} 78968
Y-rump Warbler ] 1 8| 17 1 77 211
N Cardiina) 58; 270| 330] 653 210° e8; 113 256] 248] 216f 6098
Indigo Bunting i [ 1
R-s Towhee(sp'td) 1 1 I 1 §
R-s(E) Towhee b1l 5 15
A Tree Sp 238 185] 191 2] 426] 521 7| 1835 919 85 077
Field Sp i15 12! 15; P 2 211
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Missouri CBC 1998-1999

SPECIES iB.O.Tr.if Col. | Dall. G.R.| H-F.R. | Jeft. | Jop. | KC . KN | [C MSp
i T
| Savannah Sp 70! 48! ! 11! 22 13 . !
iLeConte's Sp ‘ ' 3 : [ 27 a4 ; 4;
Fox Sp ! 17 48] 21 2 15| 13 13 1§
Song Sp 1198l qs7] 717 24] 17] 82| 26/ 8 18
LincolsSp | 4 N
SwanpSp 1 081 48] | 7| 79| 30| 19| 1z 1 1 7
Wihrsp 861 344 71 145 76] 143] 120, 22| 26 &3
Golden-cr Sp_ T ; i : |
W-crowned Sp ¢ g1, 71 2]  F&7] 35| 142
Hareis's Sp ) i : -8 i6 47 : ‘
| “sparrow,sp. L] L1 SR ‘ T
D-g(S-g)Junco 48, 7355|7387, ov0] 642| 676] 16ee| 18007 792 1674 408
| D-e(Oregon)Junco R - L
Lap Longspur 484] 30, 7895 522 780, | : T
R-w Blackbird 1052, 1685 1:1133[221173] 321| 1082 329 1237 s8¢' |
E Meadowlark T2 44 37) 45 223 2 13 7, Bil 43 4
W Meadowlark ' ; | 2 1 : -
meadowlark,sp, : 38 204, 8 10! 30; ;
¥-h Blackbird : B i 4 | ' i A
| Rusty Blackbird 7! o 260 1) :
Brewier's Black. i -3 ' : i
G-t Grackle | ! i 12] ! : i
Common Grackls ! 11, | 65240 25p 25 1. 1027] 8
B-headed Cowbird ™ 101: 71 54 14847 6 : 2 184
blackbird,sp. 25007 4286 | 89836 [ 2010095, 35
Furple Finch i - 11 ; 1, E
Houss Finch i 2i a2 32] s8] 100 a8 0] 87 15
Pine Siskin N 1,
Am Goldfinch ' 58| 539 39l 102| 118] 175] 187 150; 141l 55 25
House Sparrow | 187] 280 33 453] 276 11281 383, 11t 1657 14
Eur Tree Sparmow ! ; : o
individuals 602421 142546 2538 74031 4035321 BOUG| 12946 18045: 17031] 5356 2187
Spacies 72 80 570 60| 109] 68| 75, 78 @B, 587 51
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Missouri CBC 1998-1999

TOTAL

SPECIES | Mvil Montl NCCa] Spr T St} | SqCr ] Sull.| Gw.L. | TAmb, W.Spr.
Savannah Sp i 2; 165
LeConte's Sp : 2 g
[Foxsp 13j 1 8 1 13 12 162
Song Sp_ 67 _51; 149 28] 6] 3 102/ 1os| 540
Uncoln’s Sp 1 5 1 , 1 7
SwanpSp 12 11, - 1 18 |17 ao 7 402
WithrSp L W) 1] 4 3 44 1 8| - 257] 1785
[Golden-cr Sp o 1 ) 1
W-crowna’dVSp‘ R ERE _325; 44| 127, 6 2 40 12] 1t 8 1501
HamigsSp | 2 37. 16 8 1 ! 40] 196

| spamowsp.| 50, 25 [ 93 i 248
[D-e(S-cldunco | 226 _ 477, 1064| 14BE- 825] 348! 200! 782, 783| 340! 37406
1D-5({0regon)Junce [ 3 L) j KE
LapLengspur | i i 3] 37 1 240 1] 1 2663
R-w Blackbird | 250 2178] 1081 121 400! 1053j20000 12 4400 153| 238478
[E Meadowiark | __950} 36 1 |3 72 Al 1184
W Meadowlark | 1 1 11 3 ] 13] 32
- meadowlarksp.| 20 ! 183] 60 4 185 969
Y-n Blackbird o ] 4
Rusty Blackbird | 38" 61]° 6 & 731
S} | ! N 3

T 43) \ 70

|80 9857 8| 42130000 21 1 380] 171313

id, €2 7,26 16 ! | d2| 17330

bla.;_pgbgd,sp . 1200f 2 i P75 307 109109
[Purple Finch . 7 9 1 23, a 3] e
[House Finch T _44 10 99 3 i 15 3% 3] 1042
Pine Siskin ___ © { . 1 } 2
[Am Goldfinch 27‘ 50| 2227 437, 136| 52 e1] 2200 128] &8| 2ome
[House Sparow | 177, 137| 158|150 224! 184 451 400 27| 3e22
EurTrae Sparrow . i ! 2 7
individuals 51837 20296] 7818 20412) 8514] 37083| 6118 6722 266370 53871173658
Species 73, 83| 77 88 85| 78 46 67 B3]~ @8 133
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Audubon Members Successful in Getting More
Access to Conservation Areas
Edge Wade

On October 12, Susan
Hazelwood and Edge
Wade, as members of the com-
 mittee  representing the
Audubon Society of Missouri,
met with Jim Lovelace, manager
of Eagle Bluffs Conservation
Area, and Jim D. Wilson, State
Ornithologist, to discuss access
to Missouri Department of Con-
servation areas during hunting
Seasons. '

It was agreed that access
limitation is a statewide issue;
that is, questions of access are
- not confined to one or two areas,
but have been problematic to
people at MDC areas throughout
the state. g

We discussed the effects ac-
cess limitations during water-
fowl season have  on
opportunities to bird, especially

enter conservation areas during
turkey season was a topic of con-
cern. The extension of the turkey
season into the weekend of the
spring Migratory Bird Count
was of particular concern.
Among ideas and proposals
put on the table was the con-
struction of European-style
blinds (British hides) to enable
birders to view waterfowl and
shorebirds without disturbing
them during the viewing and

- during entrance and exit.

noting that some species are

present for very limited times,
The adverse effect of limited ac-
cess on Christmas Bird Count
activity was explained.

The reluctance of birders to
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All agreed that we have no
data to indicate the numbers of
birders or the extent of their use
of MDC properties. Options for
obtaining data were considered.

One outcome of the meeting
is a change in access at Eagle
Bluffs Conservation  Area
during waterfow] season. This
change is in effect now, and will
continue through December 21,
the end of waterfowl hunting
season. '

The general public (non-
hunters), including birders, still




have unlimited access to the por-

‘tions of the conservation area
that have remained open in past
waterfow! seasons. The change
is: From the line of trees general-
ly known as the cormorant trees
where the cable has previously
stopped vehicles, we may now
drive the main road all the way
to the parking area at Pool 8
(where another cable is present)
- FROM 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. daily.
© You may get out of the car, but
remember, movement causes
birds to fly.

The underlying concern is
the health of the waterfowl. They
need the refuge area with no
human disturbance to feed in
peace. The 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. time

frame corresponds with the time
period that hunters must leave
the area. Wildlife viewers
presence at this time will cause
minimal additional disturbance.
Please don’t abuse this new
privilege; be out by 3 p.m.

This was a very productive
meeting. It is hoped that access
changes will be forthcoming in
other MDC areas and that other
issues of concern will be ad-
dressed. Bill Eddleman (wed-
leman@biology.semo.edu) is
chair of the ASM ad hoc com-
mittee to address MDC access
issues; let him know of your ex-
periences, concerns, and ideas
for implementing change.

Eagle Bluffs personnel finished the sign announcing the new access for wildlife
viewing as CAS birders exited the arca Fﬂday, October 22,
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Seasonal Survey

Summer Report
June 1 to July 31, 1999

Compiled by Jim D. Wilson

he season began normally in terms of temperature and

prectpitation, but by July it was evident that much of the state
was experiencing a drought. Parts of central Missouri received no
significant rainfall during July and drought struck southeastern Mis-
souri and across the northern part of the state as well. By mid-July
lawns were parched and many farm ponds were nearly dry. South-
western Missouri, in contrast, received fairly regular rainfall during
the period and Joplin experienced their wettest June ever. Tempera-
tures remained near normal for the state except for late July when it
exceeded 100 degrees for about five days. Besides reducing birder
enthusiasm, the conditions may have reduced habitat for returning
shorebirds late in the season.

Highlights of this season include a Western Grebe in eastern
Missouri, Sandhill Cranes, a couple of Purple Gallinules, possible
nesting Least Flycatchers and, following the four reported in the
spring, a White-winged Dove. Marsh surveys conducted by MDC
provided more detail on marsh bird occurrence than usual. Generally,
however, the summer was relatively dull being most interesting for
what wasn’t reported. Those unusual sightings requiring documenta-
tion are designated with an asterisk (*). These are subject to accep-
tance by the Missouri Bird Records Committee.

LOONS THROUGH VULTURES

For the first time in years, no summering loons were reported,
Pied-billed Grebes were reported breeding at six different wetlands
across northern Missouri in Boone, Buchanan, Holt, and Pike coun-
ties. At TS 18 nests and three broods were found in a 5-acre area on
1 June (JW) and at SCR 125 nests were located on surveys conducted
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between 2-8 June (JH). A possible first summer record Horned
~ Grebe* was reported at Fellows Lake near Springficld on 21 July
(Charlie Burwick). A single Western Grebe¥, one of few summer
_ records, was seen at REDA on 4 June (Peter Weber) and 5 July (CM),
Two Am. White Pelicans tarried at SLR until at least 7 June (JH)
and 40 were at SLR on 29 June (SK). Double-crested Cormorants
summered at three north Missouri reservoirs plus two were at SCR
on 5 June (JH).

The only American Bittern reported was at REDA on 23 June
(CM, JM). Least Bitterns were easily found when searching their
habitat. Breeding was confirmed in at least 10 marshes, primarily
across north Missouri. JH discovered a maximum of 73 nests at SCR
during his 8 June survey and a total of 188 for the summer. Great
Blue Herons seemed numerous as usual, however, state-wide nesting
colony surveys will not be conducted until next year. Late summer
post-breeders were numerous at drying wetlands as were Great
Egrets. No nesting of Snowy Egrets was confirmed, however,
wanderers were being sighted by late July. A small breeding colony
of 8-10 nests of Little Blue Herons was established in a residential
area of Kansas City (Don Amey) but outcome was not determined.
Scores of the latter two species, along with 300 Cattle Egrets and
50-100 Black-crowned Night-Herons nested near Cottonwood
Point (Pemiscot Co.) (JW), however, the location is slightly inside a
portion of Tennessee that falls on the Missouri side of the Mississippi
River. Yellow-crowned Night-Herons once again nested in a
residential area of Springfield (Betty Dyer). Regulars in southern
Missouri, they ranged north to PSP (DE, EH).

In contrast to the ibis invasion last summer, there was only one
location for Glossy Ibis*, at REDA where an individvual was seen on
22 June (KL, Connie Alwood) and 27 June (CM, JM). Black Vul-
tures were reported only frem the Table Rock Lake area.

WATERFOWL THROUGH FALCONS
Reports of lingering waterfowl were far fewer this year, however,

a pair of Green-winged Teal at REDA on 26 June (CM, JM) was
noteworthy. A drake Ring-necked Duck was there on 27 June (CM)
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as were three Greater Scaup. Three Lesser Scaup were at Horseshoe
L. (Buchanan Co.) On 1 June (LL). At least seven separate broods of
Hooded Mergansers were at TS on 1 June (JW). A drake Ruddy
Duck was on a pond north of Columbia on 17 June (Otto Fajen).

Western Missouri Mississippi Kites were sighted as pairs on the
Four Rivers CA (Vemon Co.) On 8 June (JW), two pairs on the
Mammaton River (Vernon Co.) On 1 June (MR) and near Joplinon 18
June (Bob and Ruby Ball). In the east, they were seen at Clarence
Cannon NWR and DuPont State Forest (Pike Co.) (JW), in Jefferson
Co. On 20 June (MP), and in Webster Groves throughout period. The
status of nesting Bald Eagles continues toimprove, Forty-seven nests
in 20 counties were believed to be productive, fledgling 80 to 90
young. There were only two reports of Northern Harriers: one at
Dunn Ranch (Harrison Co.) On 19 June (SK) and a female at Crowder
SP (Grundy Co.) On 6 June (DE, JH, EH). Cooper’s Hawk status
seems to be improving each year, An increasing number of urban
sightings through the summer may be due to summertime bird feed-
ing. An individual was regularly seen in St. Louis Forest Park (Ken
Cohen) and breeding was reported at the Busch CA (JW Fide) and
Jefferson Co. (MP). One was at Blockow (Andrew Co.) On 19 June
(JH). There were only two reports of Sharp-shinned Hawks, includ-
ing a nesting pair near Steelville (Crawford Co.) JW).

Fourtecen Red-shouldered Hawks were found during a float
survey on the Marmaton River through the Four Rivers CA (MR). A
Swainson’s Hawk seen in Springfield on 15 June (Nathan Swick)
was the only report. Red-tailed Hawks nested in Tower Grove Park,
St. Louis, for the first time in 30 years (JZ). Hacked Peregrine
Falcons nested successfully at Chase Park Plaza in St. Louis, the
Interco building in Clayton, and on Commerce Bank Towers in
Kansas City. A total of eight young were fledged.

Based on springtime lek surveys, it is estimated that Missouris
Greater Prairie-Chicken population has dwindled to near 1,000.
Northern Bobwhite scemed to be in higher numbers than in several
years on Breeding Bird Surveys (JW, Fide), especially in northern
Missouri. King Rails were well surveyed at CCR by RC. Atleast five
broods were reported. On 26 July, Bill and Kay Palmer observed 18
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individuals there including young. A Sora and a Common Moorhen
were at EB on 20 July (JR). A total of seven Moorhen nests were
found at SCR this summer (JH) and an adult with chicks was at a
newly discovered marsh a few miles south of St. Joseph (LL). Purple
Gallinule* was a surprising find at TS on 1 June (JW) as was another
at REDA on 27 June (CM, JM). Am. Coofs nested at several wetlands
including the newly found St. Joseph marsh. For the 7th sequential
year, a pair of Sandhill Cranes summered at Grand Pass CA (Saline
Co.) Dortis Fitchett and SK observed the pair doing a courtship dance
plus an immature on 25 June! A sandhill that visited SCR was
observed on 8 July (Ron Bell).

" SHOREBIRDS THROUGH TERNS

- A Black-necked Stilt ranged north to REDA on 30 June. More
within their expected range, 22 were seen in rice fields southeast of
Dexter in July (Steve Dilks). An Am. Avocet, at Four Rivers CA
(Vernon Co.) On 9 June (JW), represents Missouris first June record.
Late summer Avocets were singles at SLR on 16 and 18 July (SK)
and at Muskrat Lake, St. Joseph on 31 July (LL). A Solitary
Sandpiper*, asecond June record, was at PSP on 19 June (DE). Three
Ruddy Turnstones*, an extreme rarity in summer were at REDA on
23 June (EW Fide). Singles were there early and late in the period on
2 June and 27 July. A Least Sandpiper at REDA on 4 July (JM) was
surprising. Most southward migrating shorebirds, including Great
and Lesser yellowlegs, Baird’s, Semipalmated, Least, Pectoral,
and Stilt sandpipers, Sanderlings and Short-billed Dowitchers,
had returned by 11-18 July.,

Two Laughing Gulls, a very rare transient that previously was
represented in summer by only two records, were at REDA on 4 July
(JM). A Franklin’s Gull was there on 13 July (KL). Ring-billed
Gulls and two Caspian Terns were at SLR on 29 June (SK). Within
their expected range, on the Mississippi River below the mouth of the
Ohio River, Least Terns were found in 10 colonies containing a total
of 968 nests on river sandbars on 14 June (Rochelle Renken).
Remarkably, an apparent nesting attemnpt was detected well north of
this range at REDA on 5 July (CM, KL). This report encourages hopes
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of finding this endangered tern elsewhere along the Mis-sissippi.
Three Black Terns were at SLR on 26 July (SR).

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS

Eurasian Collared-Doves continue to turn up. They reproduced
at two different locations in Mexico (Audrain Co.) (JW), at Oak
Ridge (Cape Girardeau Co.) (BE), in Elsberry (Lincoln Co.) (JW),
near East Prairie in Mississippi Co. (Larry Emerson) and in St. Louis
City. Small populations detected last year in Florissant (St. Louis Co.)
and in at least three towns in the Bootheel, have persisted. A White-
winged Dove* was a startling find at Long Lane (Laclede Co.) On
16-17 June (Lester Pannell*, Bonnie Brown).

No Black-billed Cuckoos were reported. Yellow-billed Cuck-
00s were still nesting at the end of the period, in conjunction with the
appearance of tent caterpillars. A Greater Roadrunner, first
detected in spring, was seen sparingly through the period near the
southeastern Missouri town of Piedmont (Dave Rowold). Atleastone
occurred through the season near Willow Springs in southeastern
Texas Co. (Glenn and Christy Buckner - photos). The remaining few
reports came from Taney and Howell cos. ‘

Barn Owls, including three nests, were only reported from their
usual range, the grassland-dominated counties south of Kansas City
and from the cotton/rice district of the Bootheel. No Short-eared
Owls were reported. Common Nighthawks were pronounced more
numerous in Chillicothe (SK) but in general may be in reduced
numbers. Several observers suspected a decline in all goatsuckers.
Melda Lashley complained of not hearing a Chuck-will’s-widow all
year in Iron Co. Chuck-will’s-widows ranged north to Pigeon Hill
(Buchanan Co.) Where ca. ten were heard on 8 June (LL) and latan
(Platte Co.) On 7 July (LR). Pileated Woodpeckers were common
at PSP on 12 June (DE, EH).

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS

A surprising 130 Acadian Flycatchers were recorded along the
Marmaton R. through the Four Rivers CA (Vernon Co.) On 1 June
(MR). Late departing Alder Flycatchers were at REDA and the
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Busch CA (St. Charles Co.) On 4 and 5 June, respectively. Most
extraordinary, was the second indication in recent years that Least
Flycatchers may be nesting in the state. A pair was reported in June,
building a nest that was subsequently abandoned, near Clifton Hill
(Randolph Co.) By Carol Smith (doc., photo, nest). Demonstrating
their association with electric power substations, Western Kingbirds
ra'ngcd east to Daviess Co. On 9 June (TM) and Morgan Co. On 21
June (JW). A pair nested in northwestern Columbia (TC) where BG
saw at least one young still in the nest on 26 July. Otherwise they were
reported from their usual range in Nevada, Joplin, and Kansas City.
LR observed them hawking insects at 10 p.m. under the lights at
 Kansas City Royals baseball games on 27 June and 10 July. Scissor-
tailed Flycatchers ranged northeastward to northern Daviess Co. on
27 July (TM), to EB on 19 June (EW) and to Miller Co. on 29 June
(LR). The report farthest to the east was in eastern Callaway County
and involved an adult feeding three fledged juveniles in July (Rea
Windsor). : '

A Loggerhead Shrike with two fledged young was discovered
in Lincoln Co. (RC). Otherwise, they were reported form northern
and western Missouri as expected. Three White-eyed Vireos, which
are less prevalent in northern Missouri, were at PSP on 12 June (DE,
EH). There were scattered reports of Bell’s Vireos. Bewick’s Wren
numbers were up on JWs Breeding Bird Survey routes but were
thought to be down in the St. Louis area and elsewhere. Sedge Wrens
were reported in June only at Dunn Ranch (Harrison Co.), however,
by mid-July the late summer influx had begun and they were being
reported widely and even from small upland prairies. Marsh Wrens
nests were found in June at TS, CCR, and at the Grand Pass CA (Saline
Co.) (JW). Individuals were detected at Fountain Grove (Chariton
Co.) on 27 July (SK).

KINGLETS THROUGH FINCHES

Pine and Prairie warblers were detected through their usual
range. Cerulean Warblers and Blue-winged Warblersranged north
to Weston Bend SP (Platte Co.) where one and two, respectively, were
found on 13 June (John Schukman). A Cerulean nest was spotted near
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Springfield (Bo Brown). Prothonotary Warblers were common at
PSP on 12 June (DE, EH). Three Swainson’s Warblers were found
along the Current River in Shannon Co. on 19 June (Kevin Rennick).
A late departing Mourning Warbler was in St. Louis on 4-5 June.
There were only two reports of Hooded Warblers, but from within
their southern Missouri range. Two Yellow-breasted Chats were as
far north as PSP on 19 June (DE, EH).

Henslow’s Sparrow were detected at Dunn Ranch, Pawnee
Prairie, Poosey CA in northwestern Missouri (SK) and at Tucker
. Prairie (John Berger). Blue Grosbeaks seemed unusually numerous
in central Missouri. The northern most report came from Holt Co. In
the northwest corner of the state on 30 July (LL). The only Painted
Bunting location reported was the Henning CA (Taney Co.).
~ Bobolinks were detected in appropriate habitat across northern -

Missouri and as far to the southeast as Montgomery Co. where JW
detected one on a Breeding Bird Survey on 23 June. A female
Yellow-headed Blackbird was feeding young at the new St. Joseph
marsh on 14 July (LL). Lots of Great-tailed Grackles at EB on 9
and 15 June (TC). Forty were around Muskrat Lake at St. Joseph on
31 July. A nest was observed in Green Co. on 3 July (Greg Swick).

Observers: Rick Cant (RC), Tom Curtis (TC), Dave Easterla (DE), Bill
Eddelman (BE}, Bill Goodge (BG), Jack Hilsabeck (TH), Eric Hueste (EH), Steve
Kinder (SK), Larry Lade (LL), Kent Lannert (KL), Terry McNeeley (TM),
Charlene Malone (CM), Jim Malone (JM), Mark Peters (MP), Jim Rathert (JR},
Larry Rizzo (LR), Mark Robbins (MR), Edge Wade (EW), Jim Wilson (JW), Jim
Ziehol (JZ),
Abbreviations for commonly mentioned places:

CA-Conservation Area (Missouri Department of Conservation)

CCR-Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge (Pike Co.)

EB-Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area {Boone Co.)

PSP-Pershing State Park (Linn Co.)

REDA-Riverlands Environmental Demonstration Area (St. Charles Co.)

SCR-Squaw Creck National Wildlife Refuge (Holt Co.)

SLR-Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge (Chariton Co.)

TS-Ted Shanks Conservation Area (Pike Co.)
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News from the Missouri Bird
Records Committee
Bill Rowe

A. CHRISTMAS COUNTS ARE COMING!
PLEASE READ THIS!

A memo from David Easterla, Christmas Count Editor,
and Bill Rowe, MBRC Secretary

 This section will discuss Christmas Count reporting procedures,
in the hope of clearing up any lingering confusion from past years; it
will also update you on the latest standards for determining which
species to document. -

A letter version of this article has gone out to all Christmas Count
compilers in Missouri, urging them to follow these procedures care-
fully even though the counts require more care and paperwork than
most birding activities. This is to be expected in an undertaking that
collects data for future use by scientists and others at both state and
national levels. Christmas Counts offer some of the greatest fun in
birding, but they are also sources of important, permanent informa-

tion.

L. Birds to document. For the most part, Missouri will now follow
its new annotated Check-list of Missouri Birds (Audubon Society of
Missouri, 1998). Each compiler is getting a complimentary copy of
the check-list, and all participating birders should use it too. Please
consult the check-list carefully and document any species that is
listed as "casual" or "accidental"” in winter, or is not listed at all.
With a very few exceptions (see below) you do not need to document
species that are listed as simply "rare.” Compilers will, of course, be
asking questions of their participants about reports of rare or uncom-
mon species; they will want to screen their own counts and make sure
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that people are being careful in their identifications. Compilers are

~alsoencouraged to include some notes to the editor about such reports
(examples: a Goshawk or a Lincoln’s Sparrow). But formal written
documentation is needed only as outlined here.

The exceptions: There are four species that are listed as "casual”
in winter for northern Missouri (or simply not listed) but do not need
documentation anywhere in the state. These are

Double-crested Cormorant Ruby-crowned Kinglet
*_ Bonaparte’s Gull Savannah Sparrow

In addition, the following four species are listed as only "rare” in
winter for certain parts of Missouri but do require documentation
everywhere in the state.

Greater Scaup Bohemian Waxwing
Townsend’s Solitaire Brewer’s Blackbird

Finally, the Field Sparrow requires documentation on four north-
ern counts: Maryville, Saint Joseph, Squaw Creek, and Swan Lake.

II. Where and when to send documentation. Unfortunately,
three copies of each documentation are needed, as follows:

1) The original goes to the MBRC secretary (Bill Rowe, 9033
Big Bend, St. Louis, MO 63119

2) A copy goes to the state editor (David Easterla, 1420 N.
Dewey, Maryvill, MO 64468) along with the count results

3) A copy goes to National Audubon along with the count results.

We strongly prefer that everyone use Missouri’s own
documentation form, to be found on line at
http://mobirds.mig.missouri.edu (main page of the Audubon
Society of Missouri; scroll down for MBRC information, including
the form). We have included a copy of this, too, in our mailing to
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compilers, so that they can duplicate it for their participants. Com-
pleted forms can then be copied for National Audubon.

It is important to send these documentations out by the end
of January so that they can receive a timely evaluation. This past
year, the MBRC had to review some Christmas Count records as late
as August, a situation we hope never to repeat.

We encourage anyone to write or call us with any follow-up
questions or issues to discuss. We are looking forward to this year’s
count season, as we always do, and hope that it runs smoothly.
- Thanks in advance to all compilers and all participants for the hard
work you put into your counts—and good luck!

B. PROGRESS ON THE WEB SITE

At the ASM web site as mentioned above, you will now find a
newly-revised report form for documenting good bird sightings in
Missouri. For the time being, this new version will be found only on
line, to be downloaded and printed by anyone who needs it. We still
have a large stock of the previous version, printed on acid-free paper,
and will continue to distrbute this for a while. Either version is fine,
although the new on-line form does incorporate some helpful chan-

ges.

The web site also has the account of the Top Ten Birds of 1998,
which you may read elsewhere in this issue of The Bluebird. Within
two more months it will contain the full text of the Twelfth Annual
Report of the MBRC as well as the Committee’s recently revised
bylaws. We are committed to having as much information as possible
about our Committee and its operations available publicly on the
ASM web site---in fact, we welcome suggestions for additions to the

site,
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MISSOURI BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

TOP TEN SPECIES FOR 1998

1) CURLEW SANDPIPER (Calidris ferruginea): aduit male,
14-15 July, at Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co. Tom Curtis, Bill Goodge.
- Also documented by Eric Preston (photos), Paul McKenzie, Susan

' Hazelwood. First Missouri state record.

2) PACIFIC LOON (Gavia pacifica): adult, alternate plumage,
10 July, at Table Rock Lake, Stone Co. Kathy Lee (photos). First
summer record for the state.

3) GOLDEN-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia atricapil-
la): adult, 19 December, Montrose CA Henry Co. Rhonda Edmunds.

Third state record.

4) WHITE-WINGED DOVE (Zenaida asiatica): adult, 18 July,
at Springfield, Greene Co. Lisa Berger. Third state record.

5) FERRUGINOUS HAWK (Buteo regalis): immature, 28
December, at Squaw Creek NWR, Holt Co. Mark Robbins. Also
documented by Paul McKenzie, Jack Hilsabeck. Third accepted state

record,

6) YARIED THRUSH (/xoreus naevius): female, 6 April, at
Gateway National Monument, City of St. Louis. Rob Williams.
Eighth state record.

AND

male, 31 December into January 1999, Columbia, Boone Co.
" Scott and Ginny Brundage. Documented by Bill Goodge, Brad Jacobs,
Jim Rathert {photos). Ninth state record. '
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7) TRICOLORED HERON (Egretta tricolor): adult, 16 April,
at Mingo NWR, Stoddard Co. William Reeves, Steve Dilks. About
the thirteenth state record and second-earliest in spring.

8) WHITE IBIS (Eudocimus albus): immature, 13 April, at Big
Qak Tree SP, Mississippi Co. Dan Kluza, Thomas Ryan.
AND ‘

immature, 7 July, at Bushwhacker CA, Vernon Co. Randy Haas

(photo).
' AND

immature, 23 July-26 August, at Lake Springfield, Greene Co.
Documented by Kay Johnson (photos) and Lisa Berger, also David
Easterla and Dean Rising. These are the twelfth, thirteenth, and
fourteenth documented state records. In addition, there were at least
five undocumented records in 1998: adult, 17 April (Mingo); adult,
19 June (Cooley Lake); immature, 24 June (Otter Slough); immature,
7 July (Eagle Bluffs); and immature, 18 July (Riverlands). These were
all part of a larger incursion of White Ibis (and the dark ibises) into
the midwest in 1998.

9) BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus): one, 25 July, Linn
Co. David and Netta Witten. Northernmost documented state record.

10) PURPLE GALLINULE (Porphyrulamartinica): immature,
8 November, Springfield, Greene Co. Betty Dye. Photographed by
Kay Johnson. Latest state record.

Following recent practice, the above-mentioned observers are
receiving certificates for their finds. This will change as of next year,
however. At its annual meeting on September 25, 1999, the Commit-
tee decided that it would continue to announce the top ten at the annual
fall conference of the Audubon Society of Missouri, at the dinner-
program, and would also publish the results in The Bluebird (Decem-
ber issue) and on the ASM web site, but that it would no longer create
certificates for the observers because of the extra time involved in
generating and mailing them. It was hoped that the triple an-
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nouncement—in person, in pfint, and on line—would be sufficient
recognition for all observers.

Finally, William (Bill) Eddleman was elected Chairman of the
Missouri Bird Records Committee at the Committee’s annual meet-
ing on September 25. Paul McKenzie, the outgoing Chairman, com-
pleted two terms of service, the maximum allowed by the bylaws.
We thank Paul for the time and energy he put into the duties of this
office; fortunately he will remain as a member of the Committee,
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CONSERVATION REPORT

Dave Bedan

Good news Department:

Brown Pelican may be
Upgraded from Endangered to

Threatened
Coastal Bird Numbers Soar
on Audubon Sanctuary
Islands in Texas

October 27, 1999 New York,
NY - National Audubon Society
Prestdent John Flicker and Texas
Audubon will celebrate the
proposed removal of the Brown
Pelican from the endangered
species lists of Texas and
Louisiana at its meeting of the
Texas Audubon Board of Direc-
tors, Oct. 30th in San Antonio.
The Audubon Society,playing a
key role in the bird’s resurgence,
supports the recommendation
made by the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

"In the 1960’s, the Brown
Pelican was all but eliminated
from the Gulf Coast,” said
Caitriona Glazebrook, Executive
Director of the Texas State Of-
fice of the National Audubon
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Society. "Thanks to the banning
of DDT and protection of nesting
habitat on Audubon’s Coastal
Sanctuaries, the birds have bred

successfully,” added Glaze-
brook.
"98 percent of Brown

Pelicans hatched on the Gulf
Coast are born on Audubon -
managed land,” explained
Glazebrook. "In 1970, the
species was listed as endangered,
and only 35 breeding pairs were
left on Audubon’s Pelican Is-
land." _

Today, there are more than
1,500 pairs on Pelican Island and
1,200 pairs on Sundown Island."”

To celebrate his role in the
pelican’s  success, Warden
Chester Smith will be presented
with an award from Texas
Audubon, For over 20 years,
Smith built nesting platforms,
posted signs, and intercepted
boats to prevent people from dis-
turbing the birds. Smith is part of
a legacy of Audubon wardens
who, in the 1960’s, protected the



island’s pelicans, often sitting up
all night with ailing birds to en-
sure their survival. Robert Gal-
loway, David Blankenship and
Emily Payne will also be
honored for their significant con-
tributions to Texas Audubon’s
Coastal Sanctuaries,
_ Although Brown Pelicans
‘are making a comeback, they
remain endangered along the
Pacific Coast. Ensuring the long-
term success of the pelican will
require constant vigilance,
"Brown Pelicans are still vul-
nerable," Glazebrook stated.
"Habitat loss, competing
uses for coastal resources, and
Texas’ growing human popula-
tion are challenges we continue
to face. We will work together to
restore species and their habitat,
Now, we can do so now with the
knowledge that conservation
works,"

Bad News Department:

Interior Appropriations Bill
Carries Anti-environmental
Riders.

When the new leadership
took over Congress in 1994 they
tried to pass a number of anti-en-
vironmental bills, This didn’t
work very well so in recent years
they have tried a new stealth ap-
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proach: attaching anti-environ-
mental “riders "to unrelated bills
such as appropriations bills.
Since appropriations bills often
have lots of goodies for
everybody this approach can
sometimes sneak through bad
legislation. '

In October Congress passed
an Interior Appropriations bill
containing a number of anti-en-
vironmental "riders” that have
the effect of overriding environ-
mental, natural resource, public
lands management, and
budgetary analysis laws.

Of particular concern is a
rider inserted by Senator Kit
Bond that would take away the
legal authority of the Secretary
of the Interior to act on mineral
withdrawal for the federal lands
in the watersheds of the Jacks
Fork, Current, and Eleven Point
Rivers. These rivers and streams
are the essence of the Ozarks and
extremely valuable from any
perspective: environmental,
natural resources, and economic.

Actually, this is an attempt
by Senator Bond to subvert a
process under consideration by
the Secretary of the Interior. In
fact, what Sen. Bond is doing is




removing Babbitt from the
process and putting the Forest
Service in control.

Under the Federal Land and
Management Policy Act, 43
USC 1714, Sec. 204 the
Secretary of the Interior may in-
itiate procedures (outlined in
Sec. 204) to consider withdraw-
ing mining access to all minerals
from federally owned or
managed lands. Atthe end of this
process (similar to an EIS), the
Secretary makes a determination
whether mining activities are in-
compatible ("interfere or con-
flict") with the purposes for
which the lands were acquired.
The lands were acquired under
the provisions of the Weeks Act
for "protection of the watersheds
of the rivers and for forest resour-

"

Ces .

President  Clinton  has
threatened to veto the bill if it
contains these anti-environmen-
tal “riders". As The Bluebird
goes to press, it is not clear what
he will do.
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Chip Mill News Department:

Governor's Chip Mill Advisory
Committee to Hold Public
Hearing

The Governor’s Advisory
Committee on Chip Mills was
supposed to have its final meet-
ing on November 1-2, However,
at the two day meeting it became
obvious that the report could not
be completed by the December 1
deadline.

At this meeting the commit-
tee was still trying to form a con-
sensus on several issues. Most
committee members agree that
forestry practices in Missourt are
very poor and that chip mills
could exacerbate the problems.
The group agreed that "Best
Management Practices" (BMPs)
should be followed to prevent
soil erosion and water pollution
and that there should be educa-
tion of landowners and loggers
on forest management. How-
ever, the committee could not
agree on whether BMPs should
be required or just encouraged.
The group could also not agree
on pre-harvest notification re-
quirements, permits or taxes on
logging in Missouri. '

The committee requested,



and was granted, a two month
extension from the Governor.
Under the new schedule a draft
report will be available on
December 1 and there will be a
public comment period in
December with a public hearing
tentatively set for December 20,
The final report is due February
1, 2000
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To obtain a copy of the draft
report and details on the public
comment period and hearing
please contact: Llona Weiss,
Missouri Department of Natural -
Resources, P.O. Box 176, Jeffer-
son City, Missouri 65102-0176;
phone: (573) 751-4732; email:
nrweisl@mail.dnr.state.mo.us




Christmas Bird Count Time is Coming!

Time to get up before dawn and bird until you drop!
Following are the CBCs that have come to the attention of The
Bluebird.

Big Oak Tree State Park—Dec. 21— Bill Eddleman, compiler
(573) 335-1507¢evening) or (573) 651-2364 (day) or wed-
dlema@biology.semo.edu Meet at Boomland at the Charleston

- exit on [-57 at 6:00 a.m. where we will eat breakfast and assign
areas.

Columbia— Dec. 18 —Susan Hazelwood, compiler— (573) 445-
4925 or shazelwood@socket.net Chili dinner (minimal cost per
individual) will be held at 6:00 p.m. following count at the En-
vironmental Research Center Aud., 4200 New Haven Rd. Com-
piling of the count will follow dinner. All are welcome for all or
parts of the activities. Planning meeting for setting up coverage
will be held Thurs., Dec. 2 at the Hazelwood home at 7 30 p m.
at 3005 Chapel Hill Rd., Columbia. _

Grand River—Dec. 18—Terry McNeely, compilcr;(660) 828-
4215 or mcneely@ponyexpress.net. Meet at Terrys home at .
6:30 a.m. Let Terry know if planning to attend so group asmgn«
ments can be made.

Horton-Four Rivers—Dec. 17—Fred Young, compller—(816)
461-6918 or harmtrio@aol.com

Maramec Spring Park—Dec. 18—Linda Frederick, compiler
(573) 368-3504 or Ifredrck@rollanet.org. Meet at visitors center
at 8:00 a.m.; noon time potluck. For early morning owling or an
assignment before the count date, call Linda. '
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Mingo—1Jan. 2, 2000—Steve Dilks, compiler (314) 845-9855

Jefferson City—Dec. 18—Jim D. Wilson, compiler—{573) 751-
4115 ext. 196, home (573) 584-9446 or wilsojd@mail.conser-
vation.state.mo.us. Meet at MDCs headquarters parking lot at
7:00 a.m. Please let Jim D. know if you are planning on attend-
ing so group assignments can be made. Pot luck chili supper
after the count is over. Those unable to attend can call in their
feeder numbers to Jim D.

Joplin—Dec. 26—Larry Herbert, compiler—(417) 624-3065.
Meet at Hardees, 8th & Rangeline, Joplin at 7:00 a.m. for as-
signments.

Kansas City—Dec. 18— Don Arney, compiler—(816) 931-8536
or sora@sound.net. Meet at Lakeside Nature Center in Swope
Park at 7:00 a.m., or give Don a call. Everyone is welcome.
You can join one of our field parties or participate in comfort
by doing the bird feeder watch. After the count we will meet at
Marilyn Koshlands home for a light dinner and to compile the
results. (A small contribution to underwrite our dinner is ap-
preciated.) If you call in advance, Don can schedule you with a

party.

Orchard Farm--Jan. 3, 2000—Randy Korotev, compiler—(314)
993-0055 (home) or (314) 935-5637 (work) or
rlk@levee.wustl.edu.

St. Joseph—Ival Lawhon, compiler—(816) 279-5598.
Springfield—Dec. 18—David Blevins, compiler—(417) 881-0732.

Squaw Creek—Dec. 21 (weather permitting)—Mark Robbins,
compiler—(785) 864-3657 (work) or mrobbins@fal-
con.cc.ukans.edu. Participants should meet at the refuge head-
quarters no later than 7:15 a.m.
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Swan Lake—Dec. 29—Steve Kinder, compiler—(660) 646-6516.
. Meet at the visitor’s center at 7:00 a.m.

Trimble—Dec. 19—Chris Hobbs, compiler-—(913) 441-2473
(home) or c-hobbs@worldnet.att.net. Meet at 7:00 a.m, at
McDonald’s, one block south of the intersection of Hwys 92 &
169 in Smithville, MO. We’ll meet around noon at Subway
next door to McDonald’s to compare notes, and for those who
preferred to not bring their own lunch. The participation fee is
$5.00.

Weldon Spring—TJan. 1, 2000—Tom Parmeter, compiler—(314)
921-6017 (home) or (314) 837-1360 (work). Meet at the new
headquarters at 8:00 a.m. Bring lunch. This count really needs

~ more people to help, so please help out if you can. All are wel-
come. Fee is $5.00.
Illinois

Horseshoe Lake in Alexander Co, IL—Dec. 28 and Union Co. On
Dec. 29. Call or e-mail Bill Eddleman (573) 335-1507 for more
information.

Quincy, Ill. Which includes parts of Marion and Lewis counties in
Missouri and Adams County, IL will be on Dec. 18. Interested
volunteers should contact Ken Vail by email or at (217) 228-
7563 or kvail@adams.net
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Join
The Audubon Society of Missouri

Membership Brings You

The Bluebird—quarterly magazine of the ASM
Birding Fellowship

. Spﬁng and Fall Birding Weekends
Organized Input into Conservation Issues
National Audubon Society Issues

Birding Education

Application for ASM Membership

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

Annual Membership Categories
(See page 5)

Send checks (payable to Audubon Society of Missouri): to
Jean Graebner, 1800 S. Roby Farm Rd. Rocheport, MO 65279
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