




































CONSERVATION REPORT 
DaveBedan 

Advisory Committee on 
Chip Mills 

April was an active, even 
historic, month regarding the 
chip mill issue in Missouri. 
The Governor's Advisory 
Committee on Chip Mills 
took roll call votes on more 
than 60 issues in marathon 
sessions on Apri19-10, 2000. 
Some highlights: There were 
encouraging votes recom-
mending the establishment 
of a permanent Missouri 
Forest Resources Council 
and recommending the man-
datory use of best manage-
ment practices. The most 
disappointing votes were a 
failure to approve recom-
mendations on a require-
ment for the licensing of 
loggers and a two-year 
moratorium on permits for 
chip mills in Missouri. The 
licensing of loggers is an es-
sential step towards the im-
provement of timber cutting 
practices in Missouri. 

A two-year moratorium 
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would allow the state to 
study the impacts of chip 
mills and to implement in-
centives and regulations for 
better forest practices before 
any more permits are issued. 
The chip mill permit 
moratorium issue attracted a 
great deal of public attention 
and was seen as a test vote on 
the members attitudes 
towards chip mills and the 
clear cutting associated with 
them. The vote on a 
moratorium was as follows: 

VOTING YES 
David Bedan (Audubon 

Missouri) 
Joe Driskill (Mo. Dept. Of 

Economic Development) 
Wayne Goode (Senate) 
Steve Mahfood (Mo. DNR) 
John Saunders (Mo. Dept. 

Of Agriculture) 
Jon Smith (President of Mo. 

Forest Products Associa-
tion and owner of Smith 
Hardwoods) 



VOTING NO 
Doyle Childers (Senate) 
Jerry Conley (Mo. Dept. Of 

Conservation) 
David Day (Farm Bureau) 
Emily Firebaugh (forest 

landowner) 
Bill Foster (House of Repre-

sentatives) 
Mark Garnett (forest 

products company 
owner) 

Jay Law (Conservation 
Federation of Mo. and 
consulting forester) 

State Representative J. Mc-
Bride was absent. 

There will be a hearing on 
the committee's draft report 
in July. For the specific date 
contact Llona Weiss at 
nrweisl@mail.dnr.state.mo. 
us or 573/751-4732. 

For more information 
check the Advisory 
Committee's Web site: 
http:/ /www.dnr.state.mo. 
us/ deq/ chipmills/ 
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Missouri Clean Water Com-
mission Adopts Moratorium 

The failure of the advisory 
Committee to support a 
moratorium soon became 
somewhat moot because on 
April 20 the Missouri Clean 
Water Commission voted for 
a chip mill permit 
moratorium. The chip mill 
moratorium was quite broad 
and will apply to all chip 
mills and harvesting opera-
tions that produce wood 
chips as a primary product. 
There was considerable dis-
cussion about this. Alterna-
tive langu'age was considered 
which would have limited 
the moratorium to ... opera-
tions that process more than 
50 million board feet of raw 
material per year ... but in the 
end the Commission decided 
to take the broader target. 

The vote on the 
moratorium was: Yes- 5, No 
- 0, Abstain - 1. 

This was a fair! y historic 
vote. No other state has been 
willing to issue such a strong 
statement of concern about 
chip mills. 



Ban on Dumping Was-
tewater from Mines into 
Designated Streams in the 
Ozarks 

At the same April 20 
meeting the Missouri Clean 
Water Commission also 
voted to adopt a rule banning 
the discharge of wastewater 
from mines into the water-
sheds of the Jacks Fork, Cur-
rent, and Eleven Point rivers. 
This mine de-watering 
prohibition is potentially 
even more important than the 
chip mill moratorium. This 
prohibition against pumping 
water out of mines that might 
operate in those watersheds 
will make it virtually impos-
sible to mine lead in those 
watersheds. Conservationists 
have been fighting lead mines 
near these premier Ozark 
rivers for two decades. 

The Corps of Engineers Gets 
Slapped: Bargegate 

In recent years the Army 
Corps of Engineers has 
claimed to have reformed 
and become a green agency. 
In reality they have con-
tinued to push for projects 
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which destroy rivers and 
wetlands. The Corps projects 
on the St. Francis River and 
the St. John's Bayou/New 
Madrid Floodway in 
southeast Missouri are just 
two examples of these 
destructive and expensive 
projects. For thirty years con-
servationists have fought the 
Corps' destructive projects 
on the Mississippi River. 

The Corps has long 
wanted to enlarge all of the 
navigation locks on the Mis-
sissippi River to promote 
even more barge traffic on the 
river. More barge traffic will 
lead to the industrialization 
of this great river and the 
degradation of its mag-
nificent wildlife habitat. But 
in February the Corps got 
caught with its hand in the 
cookie jar. The Corps' lead 
economist (who happens to 
work in the St. Louis District) 
on the $50 million Upper Mis-
sissippi River Navigation 
Study charged that high level 
Corps officials had ordered 
that the economic analysis be 
falsified to support proposed 
navigation projects on the 



Upper Mississippi costing 
nearly a billion dollars. Many 
national environmental or-
ganizations, including the 
National Audubon Society, 
are demanding an investiga-
tion of the Corps Upper Mis-
sissippi River Navigation 
Study. For more details and 
an update, contact the Direc-
tor of the National Audubon 
Society's Upper Mississippi 
River Campaign, Dan Mc-
Guiness. Dan can be con-
tacted at: 
National Audubon Society 
Upper Mississippi River 
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Campaign 
26 East Exchange Street Suite 
215 
St. Paul, MN 55101 

e-mail: 
dmcquiness@audubon.org 
WebSite: 
http:/ /www.audubon.org 
I campaign/ umr I 



SEASONAL SURVEY 

Winter Report 

December 1, 1999-February 29, 2000 
Brad Jacobs, Seasonal Survey EdiiJJr 

This winter was mild, resembling the last two winters. A few 
light to medium snowfalls occurred, but little snow lingered 

on the ground. Frozen water and ice flows were essentially lacking 
on the big rivers and consequently no congregations of large gulls 
were observed. Only a few of the unusual gull species were reported 
and most were in the Illinois part of the St. Louis area. About normal 
levels of precipitation continued throughout the period, but no extra 
moisture made up for the dry summer of 1999. American Woodcock, 
Killdeer, anC! Phoebe returned early. Many waterfowl, blackbirds, 
and sparrows stayed in northern Missouri all winter. The Columbia 
Turkey Vulture roost was active again all winter. Some water was 
open all winter north of the Missouri River resulting in most species 
of waterfowl represented on many Christmas Bird Counts. This was 
the winter of Rusty Blackbirds staying in north Missouri throughout 
the season with some flocks up to 150 individuals. Snowy Owls 
showed up in a few places. 

Probably many more water birds were present on lakes and 
big rivers than were reported. Observers didn't report on the 
large reservoirs around the state this season, so it is likely that 
many loons, grebes, waterfowl, and other species were un-
reported. 

LOONS THROUGH HERONS 
On 18 Dec. three Common Loons were observed during 

Greene County Christmas Bird Count. SK had the first Pied-
billed Grebe atSLNWRon 23 Feb. One Pied-billed Grebe was 
back at a marsh south of St. Joseph on 26 Feb. (LL). Homed 
Grebes were observed at Fellow's Lake by Charles and Bonnie 
Noble on 11 Feb. 
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A single American White Pelican was reported by Dorothy 
Thurman's group on the 18 Dec. CBC at Lake Springfield in 
Greene County. On 22 Feb. 66 American White Pelicans were 
present at SLNWR (SK, HL-D) and the number of individuals 
increased to about 200 by 29 Feb. (SK). Dean Rising reported 
seven on Lake Springfield on 26 Feb. Lawrence La!11bert ob-
served 42 very early American White Pelicans at Schell-Osage 
CA (SOCA) on 9 Feb. Seventy were at Squaw Creek on 28 Feb. 
(LL). A few Double-crested Cormorants were seen at REDA 
this winter (WR). 

100 Black Vultures were reported by Dorothy Thurman 
from the Table Rock area during MDC's Vulture Venture Day 
on 2/26/00. Turkey Vultures lingered farther north again this 
winter in Columbia with 40 individuals present on 3 Dec., 20 
on 11 Jan. and 60 in late Feb. (BG). 

WATERFOWL THROUGH FALCONS 
Kent Lannert reported 11 Greater White-fronted Geese at 

REDA on 17 Jan. Eight Greater White-fronted Geese were 
seen at SOCA on 9 Feb. by LHL. HL-D reported a high of 
110,000 Snow Geese at SLNWR on 22 Jan. Several reports of 
Snow Geese came in during the third and fourth weeks of Feb. 
with Charles Burwick reporting 1,000 on the 10 Feb. GOAS trip 
to SOCA. One adult Ross's Goose was at REDA on 9 Jan. One 
Ross's Goose at EBCA on 22 Feb. was well observed in a flock 
of Snow Geese (BG). 

Six Trumpeter Swans spent part of the winter on a small 
lake in Nevada (LHL). Charlene Malone observed a Tundra 
Swan at REDA on 27 Jan. Six Trumpeter Swans wintered on 
a Vernon County lake in the City of Nevada. LH wrote that 
neck collars indicated one pair was from Wisconsin and two 
others were from Iowa restoration projects. They were still 

22 



present on 10 Feb. Two Trumpeter Swans stayed a week at a 
lake in Lebanon, LaClede Co. starting on 3 Jan. (LP). Another 
was seen on Bob Willard's farm pond at Sleeper, LaClede Co. 
on 15 Feb. (fide LP). One with wing tag #292 was at SCNWR 
on 15 Feb. (LL). 

Two American Black Ducks were seen at SLNWRon 7 Feb. 
By SK. Only one Wood Duck was reported for the entire 
period, that being on the 18 Dec. CBC in Springfield, Greene 
Co. LL saw seven Wood Duck on Lake Contrary, Buchanan 
Co. on 26 Feb. Four American Wigeon were at SLNWR on 7 
Feb. (SK). SKspotted a Blue-winged Teal atSLNWRon22 Feb. 
Muskrat Lake, St. Joseph, Buchanan Co. was the site for LL's 
first Blue-winged Teal of the season. Approximately 500 
Northern Shoveler were at the Maryville Sewage lagoons on 
4 Dec. (DAE). 

Approximately 700 Canvasback were seen by Jeannie Moe 
et al. at REDA on 25 Dec. WR reported single-digit numbers of 
Greater Scaup were present off and on through the winter at 
REDA. One Greater Scaup was well documented by BJO on 
Turkey Creek Water Treatment Facility NW of Joplin, Jasper 
Co., on 20-23 Dec. DAE reported a female Surf Scoter at 
Maryville's sewage lagoons on 4 Dec. BK, WR, and others 
reported an Oldsquaw at Lincoln-Shields, REDA on 25 Dec. 
50 Bufflehead were reported by Dorothy Thurman on 26 Feb. 
in the vicinity of Table Rock Dam and Spillway. 

Thirty Hooded Mergansers were reported by Charles Bur-
wick on scattered farm ponds in northeast Greene Co. On 7 
Jan. LHL also had three Hoodeds on 9 Feb. and 14 on 12 Feb. 
at SOCA. SK reported that SWNWR had very mild, dry 
weather all winter with all ice gone from the pools by mid-Feb. 
Nine Hooded Mergansers present all winter were reported by 
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SK on 8 Feb. Three male Red-breasted Mergansers on Mozin-
go Lake, Nodaway Co. were spotted by SK. One Ruddy Duck 
was seen by a GOAS group led by Charles Burwick on a 19 Feb. 
trip to Schell-osage CA. 

Dorothy Thurman observed an Osprey at the Table Rock 
Spillway area on the Taney/Stone county line on 26 Feb. 
Several Bald Eagle reports were received during the period 
with a high count of 11 being seen by Bo Brown on the Niangua 
River near Buffalo, MOon 30 Dec .. Other large Bald Eagle 
reports were from Kay Johnson (10 at Roaring River State Park 
on 5 Dec.) and Charles Burwick (nine at SOCA on 19 Feb.). Less 
than 10 Bald Eagles were seen at any one visit this winter at 
REDA possibly due to the warm weather most of the time and 
fewer waterfowl present. With so much open water birds are 
less concentrated than during cold winters with ice-covered 
rivers. SK reports three Bald Eagle nests are visible at SLNWR, 
but no birds in attendance yet. A high winter count of 100 
individuals was tallied on 31 Dec. by SK. 

Northern Harriers were present all winter with 49 on 29 
Dec. SLNWR CAC (SK). The pair of Red-shouldered Hawks 
that nests at Rock Bridge Memorial SP was observed at the nest 
site on 16 Feb. by BG. Red-shouldered Hawks seemed to be 
overwintering more frequently in north central Missouri with 
individuals observed by SKat SLNWR, Pershing SP and Foun-
tain Grove CA. A high count of 83 Red-tailed Hawks were 
reported by C. Burwick on 19 Feb. on the GOAS Schell-
Osage/Providence Prairie trip. One handsome adult calurus 
Red-tailed Hawk was in the bottomland portion of Weldon 
Spring CA, St. Charles Co. on the Weldon Spring CBC. The 
body is dark chocolate to black all over with a rufous tail with 
narrow dark bars and a wider subterminal dark band. 
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One Rough-legged Hawk was reported by Bo Brown near 
Buffalo, Missouri and one was seen by Greg Swick on 20 Feb. 
near Providence Prairie in Lawrence Co. JZ wrote that Rough-
legged Hawks were numerous, but Krider's and Harlan's 
Hawks were scarce this winter. JH reported a Rough-legged 
Hawk in Hamilton on 22 Dec. and another between Marceline 
and St. Joseph on Hwy 36 during a raptor survey on 25 Feb. 
LL reported one at SCNWR on 20 Jan. SK wrote that Rough-
legged Hawks were only occasionally seen this winter and less 
than in previous winters in the Chillicothe/SLNWR area. 

Three reports of MerlillS were recorded from the area 
during the period: Bo Brown saw one in Springfield on 30 Dec. 
Charles Burwick observed two at Providence Prairie 
(Lawrence Co.) on 19 Feb. and Lisa Berger saw one at 
Providence Prairie on 20 Feb. Mike Doog and Grant Corbett 
discovered a Merlin on H wy 94 (St. Charles Co.) on 16 Feb. SK 
reported a Merlin on 29 Dec. which was observed by others at 
SLNWR all winter. 

Susan Price observed an immature Golden Eagle in the 
west comer of Laclede Co. on 13 Jan. An adult Golden Eagle 
was at Dunn Ranch, Harrison Co. on 16 Jan. as was a Rough-
legged Hawk. 

Jeff Cantrell reported a Peregrine Falcon being harassed 
by a shrike while the falcon was eating a bird in Newton Co. 
on 11 Dec. 

PARTRIDGE THROUGH TERNS 
SK saw four Greater Prairie-Chickens at Dunn Ranch 

Preserve, Harrison Co. on 16 Jan. Dunn Ranch Preserve of The 
Nature Conservancy, will likely become the premiere 
grassland birding spot in north Missouri in winter and sum-
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mer. It already contains nearly a complete suite of grassland 
birds, including two Greater Prairie-Chicken leks and about 
100 individuals (BJ). 

About 35 Sandhill Cranes were seen flying south over 
MaraisTemps Clair CA on 6 Dec. by Conservation Agent Terry 
Roberson with Ron Pogue and Mike Allen. Many observers 
reported a Sandhill Crane at its regular winter location in SW 
Columbia at Phillips Lake and the University of Missouri's 
South Farm (BG, BJ, JL) . 

. LHL reported Lesser Yellowlegs (no documentation) at 
SOCA on 9 Feb. Three Lessers were at BMCA on 19 Feb. (JZ). 
Two Lesser Yellowlegs were in a muddy slough near the 
entr-ance to Winfield Dam, Lincoln Co. (WR, PMcK, BG, BJ). 
Three Common Snipe were seen by Kay Johnson near Roaring 
River State Park on 5 Dec. Dean Rising reported single snipe 
at Lake Springfield on 5 Dec. and again on 1 Jan. Twelve snipe 
were at BMCA on 7 Jan. (JS), and American Woodcock were 
seen on 6 Feb. by Yvonne Homeyer. Seven Common Snipe 
were in an open slough where cattle trod located about five 
miles north of Neosho, Newton, Co. on 27 Jan. (LH). Snipe 
may have lingered all winter in Boone Co., with one on 6 Jan. 
at Unit #1 of Columbia Wastewater Treatment Lagoons and 
five at EBCA on 15 Feb. (BG). On 26 Feb. one was at Lake 
Contrary, Buchanan, Co. (LL). 

Several Bonaparte's Gulls were observed by LH in Dec. 
and Jan. on several dates at Newton and Jasper Co. water 
treatment facilities. Six Bonaparte's Gulls flew overhead 
during the Joplin CBC on 26 Dec. (LH). This winter in the 
REDA and St. Louis area the few gulls that were observed this 
winter were: one third winter Lesser Black-backed Gull and 
one first winter Great Black-backed Gull were reported by 
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WR. JZ and others reported one first winter Glaucous Gull, 
and one Iceland Gull. Several more Great Black-backed Gulls 

· were reported in the St. Louis area in addition to those reported 
by WR. These gulls may have been in Illinois. Dave Catlin 
spotted a Herring Gull while scanning Fellow's Lake on 18 
Dec. 

DOVES THROUGH CROWS 
A fully white adult Snowy Owl was reported by Brian 

Bartlett from a secluded property not open to the public in 
Platte Co. on 12 Dec. Jake Allman, a conservation department 
employee reported it at a later date by an KCI airport nearby. 

Seven Eastern Screech Owls were reported by Charles 
Burwick on 12 Jan. at Bois D'Arc CA. Three Long-eared Owls 
wintered once again in the pine grove at Poosey CA, 
Livingston Co. (SK). Terry Wilcox observed two Short-eared 
Owls on a prairie five miles SW of Joplin, Newton Co. on 10 
Jan. Five reports of Short-eared Owls were received in the 
region, most from Providence Prairie in Lawrence Co., where 
24 were seen by Jeff Cantrell on 12 Feb. on Providence Prairie 
CA, Charles Burwick, (20 on 19 Feb.) and Lisa Berger, (15 on 
20 Feb.). Burwick reported a single Short-eared at Bois D'Arc 
on 12 Jan. and Betty Dyer observed four at Diamond Prairie on 
11 Dec. Three Short-eared Owls were at Bradford Farm, Boone 
Co, on 11 Jan. and one on 22 Jan. (BG). LL found five Short-
eared Owls in fallow fields south of Plattsburg, Clinton Co. on 
6 Feb. One Short-eared was at SLNWR on 31 Dec. and a high 
count of 10 were in Carroll Co. southwest of Swan Lake (SK). 
JH relocated a Northern Saw-whet Owl found on the 
Maryville CBC on 19 Jan. 

Red-headed Woodpeckers outnumbered Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers on the Swan Lake CBC 105 to 90 on 29 Dec. (SK). 
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Greg Swick saw four Pileated Woodpeckers near Chadwick 
in Christian Co. on 28 Dec. 

Eastern Phoebes were seen both at the beginning and the 
end of the reporting period with one being reported on 18 Dec. 
on the CBC and one by Bo Brown on the Current River on 22 
Feb .. Dorothy Thurman reported one on 26 Feb. from Table 
Rock Spillway, and Dean Rising had one at Lake Springfield 
on 27 Feb. LP reported a phoebe at Tunnel Dam, Camden Co. 
on 29 Dec. HL-D recorded Swan Lakes first phoebe this year 
on 22 Feb., very early for north Missouri. 

LARKS THROUGH TANAGERS 
A high count of four Loggerhead Shrikes was seen by the 

GOAS. group led by Charles Burwick on 19 Feb. in areas 
stretching from Schell-Osage to Providence Prairie. JH ob-
served a Loggerhead Shrike on 2 Dec. and on 13 Jan. at Lake 
Contrary near St. Joseph, Buchanan Co. Ten Loggerheads 
were tallied on the Swan Lake CBC 29 Dec. Most north Mis-
souri counts are lucky to find a single individual. Paul and 
Barbara Johnson and m.obs. saw a Northern Shrike near the 
MKT Railroad about two miles northwest of West Alton, St. 
Charles Co. It apparently stayed for several weeks. 

Swick also reported a single Tree Swallow on 25 Feb. near 
Springfield in Greene Co. 

Red-breasted Nuthatches were repeatedly posted by 
numerous observers beginning with Dean Rising's 5 Dec. 
report and continuing to the end of the period with Charles 
Burwick's daily sightings of up to three visiting his feeder 
throughout the period. LHL reported Red-breasted 
Nuthatches at his feeders in Nevada from late Nov. until at 
least 22 March. Shirley Flood had two Red-breasted 
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Nuthatches winter at her feeder in Joplin, Newton Co. JH 
reports four Red-breasted Nuthatches spent the winter at 
feeders in the St. Joseph area, Buchanan Co. BG reported 
Red-breasted Nuthatches with singled on 1 Jan. and 11 Jan. A 
high count of 15 Brown Creepers was reported on the Greene 
County CBC on 18 Dec. 

A House Wren came to Bill Wheeler's home in Lebanon, 
LaClede Co., on 9 Feb. and lingered to .present (fide LP). One 
Bewick's Wren was heard and seen by LH along the Frisco 
Greenway Trail in Joplin, Jasper Co. on the CBC, 26 Dec. Nine 
Winter Wrens were seen on the same CBC. Surprisingly no 
Winter Wrens were reported during this period in Columbia 
although BG checked regularly in good creek bed habitat. 
Marsh Wrens from the Columbia CBC were not seen after the 
count(BG). 

Three Ruby-crowned Kinglets (SK) and 18 Golden-
crowned Kinglets (TMcN) were observed on the Grand River 
CBC on 18 Dec. 

Hermit Thrushes and many others normally absent during 
the winter in northern Missouri remained farther north 
probably due to the mild weather. A single Hermit Thrush was 
seen by Greg Swick in Hercules Glade Wilderness Area in 
Taney County on 29 Dec. P&BJ found one at BMCA on 9 Dec. 
One was spotted by BO, BH, and EW at Knob Noster SP, 
Johnson Co. on 26 Jan. LL had a Hermit Thrush on 29 Jan. at 
Bluff Woods CA Buchanan Co. On 1 Feb., JH reported a single 
at Bluffwoods CA also. BG had one Hermit Thrush on 1 Jan. 
and possibly the same bird on 30 Jan. in the Columbia area. 

Wilma Kennell discovered a Gray Catbird at her home in 
University City, St. Louis Co. on 22 Jan. LP reported Cedar 
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Waxwings as al:mndant this winter in the Lebanon area. A lone 
Northern Mockingbird was seen by LLin a brushydraw south 
of Plattsburg, Clinton Co. Yellow-rumped Warblers were a 
regularly observed species in the Columbia area throughout the 
winter (BG). Bo Brown had three Pine Warblers while in Cur-
rent River territory on 22 Feb. Dorothy Thurman reported three 
at Table Rock Spillway on 26 Feb. 

TOWHEES THROUGH OLD WORLD SPARROWS 
American Tree Sparrows were seen by Betty Dyer (two at 

Diamond Prairie), Jeff Cantrell, (two at Providence Prairie), and 
Charles Burwick (eight on Schell-Osage trip). Dean Rising 
dod.tmented his sighting of a Chipping Sparrow on 19 Dec. at 
Lake Springfield in Greene County. Field Sparrow were notice-
able with many individuals reported on Christmas Counts in 
the St. Louis area (JZ). Five Savannah Sparrows were dis-
covered by SK at SLNWR on 22 Feb. were probably the first 
spring transients in the area. Two Savannah Sparrows were 
located for the Columbia CBC again (BG et al.). This is one of 
the most northerly regular sites for this species in winter in 
Missouri. 

Twenty LeConte's Sparrows were counted in the mitiga-
tion area for the Page Ave. extension at Little Creve Couer 
Marsh in St. Charles Co. Six Fox Sparrows were seen by Dean 
Rising at Lake Springfield on 27 Feb. Twenty or more Swamp 
Sparrow were seen by Torrey Berger at LCCM on 7 Jan. Fox 
Sparrow which generally move a little farther south during the 
winter were in Columbia at feeders all winter (BJ) and regularly . 
seen elsewhere by BG. One Lincoln's Sparrow was found by 
TMcN on 18 Dec. on the Grand River CBC. Swamp Sparrows 
likewise were present in good habitat all winter. 

Harris's Sparrow was repeatedly reported during the 
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period, led by Kay Johnson with a high count of eight on the 
GOAS trip to Roaring River State Park on 5 Dec. A single bird 
was reported by Dave Catlin on 18 Dec. and Charles Burwick 
reported five on the GO AS trip to Schell-Osage on 19 Feb. Eight 
Harris's Sparrow were reported on the Grand River CBC in 
Daviess Co. by SK and five at SWNWR on 7 Feb. Maryville 
CBC listed 27 Harris's Sparrows (DAE, BS) . 

. Ten Lapland Longspurs were seen after a snowfall at 
Bradford Farms by BG on 31 Jan. Five Smith's Longspurs were 
spotted by Lisa Berger while on an 11 Dec. GOAS trip to 
Diamond Prairie in Newton Co. Two hundred Lapland 
Longspurs and 20 Smith's Longspurs were tallied by Mark 
McNeely on the Grand River CBC in Daviess Co. on 18 Dec. 
One hundred Laplands were observed in a harvested cornfield 
south of St. Joseph, Buchanan Co. by LL. 

According to LH, several million blackbirds had gradually 
built up at a roost during late Jan. on through Feb. in a two 
mile section west of Joplin's Industrial Park between Webb 
City and Joplin, estimated at 40% European Starling, 35% 
Common Grackle, and 25% Red-winged Blackbird. Also 50-
60 Great-tailed Grackle were among the roosting birds. Greg 
Swick observed two Great-tailed Grackles returning to a reli-
able spotting location in Christian Co. on 20 Feb. On 8 Feb., JH 
counted 476 Great-tailed Grackles at Lake Contrary. Three 
hundred Great-tails, half males and half females, were seen by 
LL at Muskrat Lake, St. Joseph, Buchanan Co. 

Several Western Meadowlarks were heard among the 50-
75 Eastern Meadowlarks at Bradford Farm, Boone Co., this 
winter (BG, BJ). Rusty Blackbirds were present in many areas 
north of the Missouri River. Two flocks of seven and 15 in-
dividuals worked along the rocks and shoreline of the Mis-
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souri River on the Squaw Creek CBC, Holt Co. (BJ). BG 
reported 50 were on the ground and in trees in a creek bottom 
at Rock Bridge Memorial SP on 16 Feb. About 150 were in trees 
around BJ's house on 16 Jan. about seven miles east of Colum-
bia, Boone Co. About 100 Rusty Blackbirds were around 
Muskrat Lake, St. Joseph, Buchanan, Co. on 26 Feb. Rusty 
Blackbirds were also present in Daviess Co., with 37 reported 
on the Grand River CBC by TMcN. Two Brewer's Blackbirds 
were present at Lake Contrary, Buchanan Co. on 26 Feb. (LL). 
Brown-headed Cowbirds were back early in Boone Co. with 
only a brief absence in Jan. BG reported five on 7 Feb. at Rock 
Bridge Memorial SP. 

Bird feeders at the home of Charles Burwick attracted large 
numbers of Purple Finches with numbers increasing from 15 
(5 Dec.) to 50 per day (B. Dyer, 8 Jan.). Large numbers con-
tinued throughout the reporting period. Purple Finches were 
dominating several feeders in Columbia (PMcK, BJ) this winter 
and BG found 19 at Rock Bridge Memorial SP on 16 Feb. As 
always, Purple Finches were not at some feeders, prompting 
questions about where the finches have gone. House Finches 
were scattered at several feeders with no large groups 
reported. Some of the only Pine Siskins reported this winter 
were by LL with 20 at Joe Gray's feeders in St. Joseph, 
Buchanan Co. Myrna Carlton had one Common Redpoll at 
her feeder in Livingston Co. on 20 Feb. 

On 5 Dec. Charles Burwick's wife observed six large finch-
like birds at the feeder. Although the birds never returned to 
the area, Charles believes that the birds that his wife described 
were Evening Grosbeaks. LHL reported a White-winged 
Crossbill at his feeders in Nevada on 28 Dec. which was 
reported to the HOTLINE, but only stayed for two days. 
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OBSERVERS: DAE-David Easterla, BH-Bonnie Heidi, LH-
Larry Herbert, JH-Jack Hilsabeck, BJ-Brad Jacobs, P&BJ-Paul 
and Barbara Johnson, BJD-Barry Jones, WK-Wilma Kennell, 
SK-Steve Kinder, BK-Bob Kleiger, HL-D-Heather Lambert-
Doherty, LL-Larry Lade, DL-Dorothy Lambert, LHL-Laurence 
H. Lambert, JL-Jean Leonatti, TMcN-Terry McNeeley, BO-
Betty Overall, LP-Lester Pannell, WR-William Rowe, RS-Russ 
Stauffer, B5-Ben Sutter, MT-Mike Treffert, EW-Edge Wade. 

ABBREVIATIONS: 
BMCA=Busch Memorial Conservation Area 
CA=Conservation Area (formerly Wildlife Areas, Mo. Dept. 

Cons) 
EBCA=Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area 
GOAS=Greater Ozark Audubon Society 
LCCM=Little Creve Coeur Marsh, St. Louis Co. 
NWR=National Wildlife Refuge 
m.obs.=many observers 
REDA=Riverlands Environmental Demonstration Area, 

West Alton, St. Charles Co. 
SOCA=Schell-Osage Conservation Area 
SCNWR=Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge, Holt Co. 
SLNWR=Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Livingston Co. 
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Report on MDC Focus Meeting 
Susan Hazelwood, Vice President, ASM 

FOCUS: A point or place 
of clarity, interest, activity, 
effort ... 

That was the theme for the 
Missouri Department of 
Conservation's first Conser-
vation Focus on April 7 & 8 at 
the Runge Nature Center in 
Jefferson City. The purposes 
of Conservation Focus were: 
1. To bring together Missouri 
conservationists (repre-
sentatives of Missouri conser-
vation groups) to meet one 
another as well as members of 
Missouri's Conservation 
Commission, the MDC Direc-
tor, Deputy Director, and ad-
ministrative leadership; and 
encourage networking of this 
group. 
2. To bring clarity to, and 
identify opportunity in, cur-
rent conservation issues and 
events through presenta-
tions, questions, and discus-
sion. 

With the above informa-
tion from the letter of invita-
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tion Edge Wade and I, repre-
senting ASM, ventured out to 
join other like-minded folks. 
The letter of invitation went 
to about 100 conservation 
groups. Each group was 
limited to sending a maxi-
mum of two representatives. 
There were more than 100 
people in attendance. 

We were given time and 
encouraged to network with 
others. We had the undivided 
attention of Commission 
Chair, Howard Wood, 
Department Director, Jerry 
Conley, and Department 
Deputy Director, John Smith. 
We were educated about the 
administrative structure, 
budget, new programmatic 
activities, divisional 
priorities, etc. at MDC. We 
were given the opportunity 
to ask questions. Toward the 
end of the second day we 
were encouraged to list the 
biggest challenges facing our 
own organizations over the 



next 5-10 years and how we 
might all work together ad-
dressing those challenges. We 
were provided with contact 
information for each par-
ticipant to facilitate future 
networking. 

Why is natural resource 
conservation important? 
Some of the reasons brought 
to our attention were: sus-
tainability of agriculture, 
water quality and quantity, 
continuity of raw materials, 
quality of life I recreation, and 
the. health and vitality of our 
economy. 

The new Private Land Ser-
vices Division was created in 
September.1999. This division 
has adopted the slogan "a 
helping hand conserving your 
land." Ninety-three percent of 
Missouri's land is in private 
ownership. The best way to 
conserve the natural resour-
ces on this private acreage is 
through owner education. 
That will be the mission of 
this division. 

The elk reintroduction 
feasibility study has been 
completed with regards to the 
biology of reintroducing elk, 
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but the socio-economic im-
pact of elk reintroduction is 
still being studied. If elk were 
brought back to Missouri it 
would be in areas south of the 
Missouri River where the im-
pact on agriculture would be 
less. The report on this topic 
is scheduled to go to the Con-
servation Commission in 
August. 

The Missouri Conserva-
tion Heritage Program is one 
of 19 foundations across the 
U.S. associated .with a depart-
ment of . conservation .. The 
mission of these foundations 
is to get people interested in 
conservation (an easy task in 
Missouri) and to facilitate gift 
giving. The Missouri Conser-
vation Heritage Program was 
founded in September 1997. 
They have raised more than 
$7 million. They have a 13 
member Board of Directors 
.. nd are a private non-profit, 
501C organization. A depart-
ment employee is assigned to 
work with the MO Conserva-
tion Heritage Program. 

We were reminded that 
Missouri's voters approved 
the Design for Conservation, 



a dedicated 1/8 of a percent 
sales tax with no sunset 
clause in 1976. In 1999 this 
sales tax generated 62% of 
MDC's revenue. In 1999 
MDC owned about 750,000 
acres and had 1,549 
employees. MDC is one of the 
smallest departments in Mis-
souri state government. 

. While this was all very in-
. formative, I couldn't help but 
wonder what other purposes . 
the meeting served. Were 
there other agendas besides 
the ones listed on the cover 
letter? Was MDC attempting 
to repair damage done to 
their public image after the 
controversy over the with-
holding of the chip mill 
report? Is MDC working to 
rebuild its grassroots con-
stituency? Would MDC 
leadership actually consider 
a realignment of their educa-
tional emphasis based on 
what organizational repre-
sentatives listed as our most 
important conservation chal-
lenges? 
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Some of my take-home 
thoughts were: 
1. I'm not sure I see a basis for 
the partnerships that MDC 
encouraged from less than a 
day-and-a-half of interaction. 
For example, the Missouri 
Youth Hunter Education 
Challenge and the Missouri 
Federation of Animal 
Owners (which combats 
legislation put forth by the 
animal rights movement) 
aren't likely to hold much in 
common with most ASM 
members. 
2. The diversity of the attend-
ing organizations was a 
reminder of the diversity of 
viewpoints and special inter-
ests MDC responds to daily. 
Perhaps this lesson was a 
primary purpose of the 
event? 

. 3. MDC carefully controlled 
the content and the mode for 
interaction between the 
various groups. (We were 
even told to be civil to mem-
bers from organizations that 
might hold perspectives not 
in keeping with our own.) 
Most of our time for getting 
acquainted happened the 



night before the formal meet-
ing when no one knew where 
we might hold common 
ground or interests. 
4. My perception was that 
MDC spent most of the for-
mal meeting time telling us 
about their activities. Only 
the last couple of hours were 
spent hearing about our or-
ganizational challenges and 
our potential solutions. 
5. The "what next" action-
step, in establishing conser-
vation related partnerships 
wasn't laid out or discussed. 
That seemed a major over-
sight tome. 
6. The controversy over chip 
mills was fairly well brushed 
aside by Director Conley and 
meaningful dialogue was 
thwarted with his "refusal to 
discuss that matter further." 
7. MDC remains a "business 
as usual" network. There 
were only two women in 
enough leadership positions 
to give a presentation at this 
focus session and no evidence 
of minority representation 
among employees (or the 
conservation groups them-
selves) present. 
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And yet, I did leave the 
Focus event having learned a 
lot. I found I had the desire to 
make some differences in the 
conservation of natural 
resources in Missouri. I had 
never realized that the 
Natural History Division, has 
only 35 staff members and 
receives only 1.5% of MOC's 
budget. That seems out-
rageously low to me! 

Karl Kruse, of Scenic Mis-
souri, contacted me in regard 
to ASM members supporting 
the Save Our Scenery 2000 
campaign. Perhaps some net-
working really will occur as a 
result of the partnering of or-
ganizations during this 
weekend. 

I also appreciated that so 
much valuable staff time was 
devoted to this event. 

Bottom line ... it was inter-
esting. We'll just have to wait 
and see if Conservation Focus 
works as a mechanism to 
move MDC into leading the 
citizens of Missouri in the 
wise use of natural resources 
in the new millenium. 



Killdeer Photo Essay 
Kay Johnson 

Killdeer over eggs in nest 
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Killdeer with young 
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Kiildeer with young under her 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Save Our Scenery 2000 Cam-
paign 

Of great interest to ASM 
members should be the Save 
Our Scenery 2000 Campaign, 
the citizens' initiative aimed 
at stopping further billboard 
pollution in Missouri. The 
Missouri Audubon Council 
has been on record in support 
of this effort for several years. 
The SOS initiative, if passed 
by the voters on November 7, 
will do three things: 1) 
prohibit new billboard con-
struction on major highways, 
2) prohibit billboard com-
panies from cutting down 
trees on highway right-of-
ways, and 3) affirm the right 
of local governments to regu-
late existing billboards. 

SOS, Audubon Missouri, and 
the Audubon Society of Mis-
souri are working together to 
mobilize members to support 
the campaign, which will be 
bitterly opposed with a 
multi-million dollar informa-
tion (or misinformation) cam-
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paign financed by huge 
billboard companies that 
dominate the industry in 
Missouri. You will be hearing 
more about the SOS Cam-
paign in future weeks and 
months. 

Susan Hazelwood 

Cover Competition 

The revised Missouri bird 
finding guide is in need of a 
cover. If you have a 
photograph or color drawing 
of a bird-not limited to an 
Eastern Bluebird-that you 
would like to see ·on the 
cover, please send it to Kay 
Palmer before the fall meet-
ing of the ASM.The winner 
will be selected at the meet-
ing. 

A GUIDE TO THE BIRDING 
AREAS OF MISSOURI 



Fall Meeting Date 
The ASM Fall Meeting 

will be slightly later this year. 
It will run into the first 
weekend of October. The 
dates are Friday, September 
29 through Sunday, Oct 1. 
Mark your calendar so you 
will be able to join us on 
another birding weekend. 

Immature Red-tailed Hawk, photo by Kay Johnson 
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Join 

The Audubon Society of Missouri 

Membership Brings You 

• The Bluebird-quarterly magazine of the ASM 

• Birding Fellowship 
• Spring and Fall Birding Weekends 
• Organized Input into Conservation Issues 

• National Audubon Society Issues 

• Birding Education . 

Application for ASM Membership 
Name-·--------------------------------

Address.._: ----------------------------
City /State/Ztt' ..__ ____________________ _ 

Phone.~=----------------------------

Annual Membership Categories 
Student ......... $12.00 Contributing ....... $25.00 
Regular ......... $15.00 Benefactor .......... $100.00 
Family .......... $20.00 Patron (Life) ....... $250.00 

Send checks (payable to Audubon Society of Missouri): to 
Jean Graebner, 1800 S. Roby Farm Rd. Rocheport, MO 65279 
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