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articles, photographs, and artwork is welcomed and encouraged. The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this journal are those of each contributing writer and do not necessarily represent the
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tors. Send address corrections to ASM, 2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122, Columbia, MO 65203 -1261.
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Dear Fellow Birders,

Here in mid -October, it is always re-
warding to encounter First -of-Season
birds, many of which will stay for the
winter. On a recent birding trip, |
found Hermit Thrush, Winter Wren,
and Yellow -bellied Sapsucker. It is
always nice to see
Many FOS birds were among the 114
species tallied in the hot weather at
our Fall Meeting. This total is a testament to the skill and perseverance of
ASM birders. It was also rewarding to see so many first -time attendees at
the meeting. | hope they found it worthwhile.

Our Board of Directors made several decisions over the past year. Actions of
the board may be viewed on our website under the Members headingi in
On-line Board Actions and in Board Reports. Highlights included $10,000
contributed to partner organizations, mainly for conservation education
efforts.

As you may know, ASM has funds available for these contributions because
of our cooperative agreements with State Parks and Missouri Dept. of Con-
servation. The key to these agreements is increased birding effort by you at
select parks and conservation areas, with data submitted to eBird. Watch
the MOBIRDS -L listserv for reminders on birding locations of highest prior-
ity.

December 14 marks the beginning of the Christmas Bird Count season. This
is an opportunity for birders of all skill levels. Numerous CBCs will be
scheduled around the state. The Missouri Dept. of Conservation will issue a
news release with details about each count. Also, you can find CBC infor-
mation in the Calendar section of the ASM website. You will not regret par-
ticipatinginthislong -r unni ng oO0citizen sciencebod

BesuretoaddMay4-6 to your 2018 calendar.
weekend in Arrow Rock. Our hosts will be the Missouri River Bird Observa-
tory. They promise outstanding field trips and a focus on youth birding.
Dondt mi ss it!

Mark Haas, President

ool

procg
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ASM MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE

The Audubon Society of Missouri membership year runs from January 1 to
December 31. All ASM memberships other than Life Memberships are due
for renewal now. If you are a new member who joined ASM after September
1, 2017, you do not need to renew until December 2018. You may renew
your membership online or use the membership renewal form on the back
cover of any recent Bluebird.

To renew online, g wwwimobirds.SroM8S81/ we bsi t e,
Membership.aspx and follow the directions. Online renewal has an ad-

vantage in that you may use the online form and still write a traditional

check, or you can pay directly, using PayPal. You do not need to establish a
PayPal account to use this service. Yes, ASM pays a small fee (74 cents per
membership) for this PayPal service. This online service saves the Member-

ship Chair and the Treasurer (both volunteers) a lot of time and work. Fur-

ther, this saves you the need for a stamp and envelope and makes the re-

newal process direct. PayPal sends an email receipt for the transaction to
you.This same online process is used for new memberships also.

Your membership is important. Member ship
conservation and education, and the services to enhance your birding expe-
rience in Missouri.

If you have any questions or problems with the renewal process, please feel
free to contact Kevin Wehner, 2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122, Columbia, MO
65203-1261. Email: kevinwehner@gmail.com Phone:(573) 815 -0352

WE WELCOME OUR NEW ASM MEMBERS!

Kevin Wehner

Remember, new members are our future. If a new member lives near you,

say, OHowdy and welcome to ASM. 6 I n add
ber. Welcome to these 11 new ASM members in the 4th quarter of

2017!

James Gorski Kearney, MO
Mark & Mary Hahn Cape Girardeau
William, Bill & Beverly Ricker Stover, MO

Denise Welch Jefferson City, MO
Carol Weston Columbia, MO
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In Memoriam: Paul Bauer

John Solodar

Photo Nancy Solodar

Paul Bauer, a much beloved and admired member of the Missouri
birding community, passed away on August 5, 2017. Paul was ac-
tive in various birding organizations, led many birding trips and
supported conservation activities. He was the only person to have
served as president of the two St.Louis area birding groups, St. Lou-
is Audubon Society (SLAS) and Webster Groves Nature Study Socie-
ty (WGNSS), as well as the statewide organization the Audubon So-
ciety of Missouri. When the American Bird Association was pro-
posed, he was one of the 100 founding members.

Paul led all the birding field trips of SLAS for many years, and he

handled at least 12 trips per year. While the emphasis was on find-

ing birds for all participants, Paul went out of his way to help guide

new birders in the techniques of field identification and birding

knowledge. The trips went to many different locations so that every-

one could learn where to go birding on their own. Paul was especial-

ly keen that we share equipment to ensure that new birders, who

might not have yet acquired spotting scopes, for instance, would get

to see what others were viewing. P
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areas -- helping new birders, learning new places to go, and sharing
equi pment if needed, continue with t
ers.

In addition to leading local field trips, Paul led over twenty foreign
birding tours, including 12 safaris to seven countries in Africa.
Some trips went as well to Central America. Part of the proceeds
from these trips were donated to the St. Louis Audubon Society. As
prices started to increase for overseas travel, Paul worked with the
tour companies to keep prices at a level that everyone could afford.
His willingness to help others even extended to guides on overseas
trips. During one trip to Kenya in 1996, one van driver, who was
also a skilled guide, mentioned to Paul that his binoculars would not
focus for his right eye. Paul patiently instructed the driver on how
to pre-align the right lens then use the focus ring to bring both eyes
into focus. All this while the trip members watched his patience in
awe.

Paul 6s wif e, Fran, whom he met in ki
on a number of the overseas trips. She was frequently present

when local birders would take out -of-town folks to the Bauer house

to see the Eurasian Tree Sparrows that inhabited their back yard.

Paulco-aut hored two books on | ocal bird
St . Louis Area: Where and When to Fi
work included encouraging and then helping to fund the construc-

tion of Heron Pond at Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary. This

was designed as an important locale for shorebirds, which held a

speci al pl ace in Paulds heart.

Professionally, Paul was quite successful as well. Trained as an
engineer, he worked at McDonnell Douglas for over 35 years. He
headed the very first American effort to develop heat shields for the
reentry of spacecraft. He worked on a number of entry vehicle
hardware programs, including 12 years on the space shuttle.

Many of wus still recall Paulds graci
bird I .D. discussions with the phras
ous way of letting everyone go away satisfied.
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The Green Leadership Academy
for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE)

Tammy Trantham & Andrew Kinslow

The Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems (GLADE) is

a cooperative project of the Greater Ozarks Audubon Society (GOAS)
and Missouri State University (MSU). GLADE is a place  -based, ser-
vice-learning residential academy for high school age participants
interested in environmental stewardship and leadership develop-

ment. The academy is focused on three core elements:

1. Rigorous ecology-based aca-
demic instruction and explora-
tion with expert field biologists,
researchers, and conservation
professionals in order to foster
sustainable use and protection of
natural resources.

2. Hard work and community -
based service through conserva-
# tion action projects result in hab-
itat restoration, increased biodi-
versity, and empowered, productive, and environmentally conscious
citizens. Leadership training using the GLADE model results in
community -based leaders well versed in networking, ecology, and
sustainability issues.

Photo Kelsey Rumley

GLADE is a brainchild of three influential individuals in Southwest
Missouri: Greg Swick, long -time science teacher, Lisa Berger, active
member of Greater Ozarks Audubon Society, and Dr. Janice Greene,
professor of Missouri State University, all came together back in

2008 to find a way to fund an academy to inspire youth into conser-
vation and natural sciences. With seed money from a Together-
Green grant, the GLADE program was born in 2009.

GOAS is the umbrella organization to GLADE. The organization
has banded together to show support in making new conservation
leaders in Southwest Missouri. Not only have our GLADE alumni
made an impact on Missouri, but many have moved on to other
parts of the country to share their experience.
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GLADE strives to bring high schools students together to explore
the Ozark ecosystems around them. They are immersed in nature
with professionals in the field through hands -on experiences and
given the opportunity to learn about various career pathways.
GLADE also believes in helping students develop their leadership
gualities so they can go back to their communities with skills to
make conscious and thoughtful decisions.

The academy takes place at the Missouri State University, Bull

Shoals Field Station, near Kirbyville, Missouri. The habitats give a

diverse surrounding to explore for the students. Being in a rural

area, students ar e lemgdo urraogre d etcch ntod It
perience the great outdoors.

Students are selected through an application process where they

submit an application, essay, and letter of recommendation from a
teacher. The GLADE selection commi:t
sion for nature, extracurricular activities, and scholastic achieve-

ments. Students have been selected from many different counties in
Southwest Missouri, rural, urban, and suburban have all been rep-

resented. A diverse group of students helps the Academy have a

long-lasting experience for these students.

The beauty of this academy is that there is no charge to the students
except transportation to and from the event. ASM has supported
GLADE generously over the past decade with over $10,000 to help
sponsor student scholarships covering the costs of the academy.

For a full week in
June, sixteen stu-
dents are brought
together to start
their journey
through Ozark eco-
systems. Each day
of the academy has
a theme. Day one
focuses on getting to %
know each other
and immersion in
ecology and leader-
ship development. Photo Greg Swick
Daytime entomolo-
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gy whets their appetite and the evening opens up another world
with nighttime entomology.

Interspersed withhands -on expl orations of Ozar k
out the week are leadership development activities pioneered over

30 years by Greg Swick using a oOLead
using hands -on, initiative based, problem solving activities rooted in

local environmental issues to help students explore their leadership

skills and abilities.

The theme for the second day of GLADE is biodiversity. To build
upon this, we explore a glade habitat to quantify plant diversity.
Students use keys to determine what type of plants there are and
how many. Throughout this trip, we also listen and look for bird
species that utilize this specialized habitat. We link the diversity to
fire ecology and Missouri soils information.

Our third day focuses on ecology - specifically around birds, reptiles,
amphibians, and mammals. One of the most impactful events dur-
ing this week is bird banding with federally licensed bird banders
Andrew Kinslow and Dr. Janice Greene. Mist nets are set up, birds
are caught, data collected as part of a continent -wide research pro-
gram, birds are held by the students, and lives are changed.

Ethan, GLADE participant in 2017, shared these thoughts about the
bird banding activities of the academy:

Glade was life changing. | had heard all of this hype about bird
banding from the instructors and alumni but | didn't think it was
going to be that amazing. However, when | first held an Indigo Bunt-
ing in my hand that perception shattered. It was so soft, and warm,
and | could feel its heart beating in my hand. It was magic.

By the middle of the week, we have started to build a team of lead-
ers. GLADE students take on a large task of re -planting native riv-
er cane in Bee Creek riparian area in the Mincy Conservation area.
Partnership with the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC)
staff makes this project possible. In 2004, Greater Ozarks Audubon
Society purchased a tractor mounted backhoe attachment for use by
MDC specifically toward cane habitat restoration. We transplant
anywherefrom60-100 plugs of river cane eac
hard work but the students attack the task with ferocity and inspi-
ration. Since we have started these cane restorations, 10 years, our
transplants now come from 3 different river cane plots that were
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established thanks to GLADE students. There are goals for this

planting: restore riparian corridor for Bee Creek, provide habitat for

Ozark animals, and bring back the Sw
nests in native river cane.

Living in Southwest Missouri, we wou
teach students about water resources and karst topography. We

spend the entire morning of our fifth day learning about limnology

on Bull Shoals Lake. That afternoon, we explore the flora and fauna

of Bee Creek through stream water qu
great to see the students put together the larval stages of the insects

in the stream with the adults they saw during the nighttime ento-

mology session.

Over the years, we have concluded the week with a field trip. We
have bounced between two great gems in Southwest Missouri.
Chase Studios is a company that uses builds natural history muse-
um exhibits around the world. Students get to see how art is linked
to science. Our other field trip has been to Ozark Underground La-
boratory. Students get to explore how the karst topography of sink-
holes and watersheds affect the caves and undergrounds streams
below our feet.

Bull Shoals Field Station is a phenomenal setting with many diverse
habitats to explore and build our st
the best places, according to the students, is The Bluff. We spend

time there as a group to reflect on the day and share our thoughts.

We are making thoughtful, responsible, conservation leaders for our

next generation. The challenges society faces in the future requires

citizens capable of making sound decisions for our country and

world. At the end of the week, there are always tears, laughs, and

promises to stay in touch.

With another partnership, Community Foundation of the Ozarks,
GLADE Alumni are offered the opportunity to complete a Communi-
ty Action Project in their home area. They can apply for $500 in
grant money to create a project of their passion to share. Many pro-
jects have centered around outdoor school classrooms, bird boxes
around the school with monitoring, and native garden plantings to
promote pollinators. GOAS members and Master Naturalists help
serve as mentors to help students complete these projects.

Since GLADE was created in 20009, we
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fectso. GLADE Al umni make up many

Federation of Missouri Conservation Leadership Corps. Many
GLADE members have taken on leadership roles including the pres-
idency and vice-presidency of this group. Three GLADE members
were awarded the Youth Conservationist of the Year, 2014, 2015,
and 2016. Students have gone on to gain internships at the World
Bird Sanctuary in St. Louis, served as a park ranger in Alaska Seal-
ife Center, served as a park ranger at Ozark National Scenic River-
ways, research projects at Kansas State University, and participated
in Peace Corps, among many other accomplishments.

Missouri State NPR affiliate KSMU recently interviewed GLADE
students and Co -directors, and you can listen to the interview at:
http://ksmu.org/post/training _-future -conservation -leaders. As a fol-
low-up to the academy, we ask our GLADE students to write a brief
note to the individuals and organizations that sponsor the academy.
We believe their own words provide the clearest indicators of the
impacts of this academy:

Samantha (GLADE 2017) ~

GLADE gave me hands on experience that | would never have gotten
in high school. It was a way of learning more valuable than any
classroom experience could be. | got to meet professionals and stu-
dents in the field that | plan on going into in college and received a

lot of helpful information that will undoubtedly benefit me in the

near future. | also met people my age with a shared love for the envi-
ronment and made friendships that | wouldn't trade for any-

thing. GLADE also helped me find my interest in and love for nature
once again and reassured me that | was making the right choice in
making future plans to go into the field of wildlife management.

Michelle (GLADE 2016) ~

GLADE is an extremely educational and meaningful program that

will have an impact on me fortherest of my | i feél t
most influential moments at GLADE was when we were bird band-
ing and | held a bird in my hand. That tiny bird has flown all over

the place it was a migrant bird, so it had flown to South  America
and now it was in my hand. | had a tiny piece of the world sitting in
my hand. | think giving someone that experience is important. |
think giving someone the whole GLADE experience is important. So

m

n k

| Pages THE BLUEBI RD


http://ksmu.org/post/training-future-conservation-leaders

thank you for giving me that life changing experience.

Anna (GLADE 2016) ~
When | arrived, | knew | loved nature. | knew that | cared about con-

servation and had a desire to protec
birds. I didnét know | could be insp
fluttering in my hands. I didndt kno
ship between a fungus and an alga in a lichen could remind me of

the delicate balance of nature. Every piece relies on one another. |

certainly didndét know that | could b
are passionate, driven, and care abo

know that with these people,l could learn through their
knowledge, ideas, and desire to change the world. | have changed my

perspective on | eadership. | didndt
ning of this week. | 6ve | earned that
what you want to do, no matter how o
ing; itdés about passion. 1 tds about
ence, to learn. | d6ve |l earned that na
and unified. This experience doesndt

the first step. | choose to be inspired. | choose to follow my passions.
This experience was not just about us. We are a part of an Earth that
needs us. We need the Earth. This is not the beginning of the end.
This is the end of the beginning.

ASM has provided fi-
nancial support for
GLADE to maintain our
free academy to stu-
dents over the past dec-
ade. We are very grate-
ful for your continued
support and look for-
ward to next decade of
GLADE. More infor-
mation can be seen on

our website at: Photo Kelsey Rumley

www.greenleadershipacademy.org .
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2017 Shorebird ID and Management Workshop
Sarah Kendrick, MDC State Ornithologist

Photo Mike Grant

On August 11 and 12, a fun and birdy workshop opportunity was
held at Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area in Boone County. The
Shorebird ID and Management Workshop was a successful part-
nered effort between the Audubon Society of Missouri (ASM) and
the Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC). The workshop
accommodated 25 participants (including ASM members, MDC
staff, and the general public) with classroom sessions on shorebird
identification and wetland management for shorebird habitat, and
field trips practicing ID on Eagle Bluffs.

Brad Jacobs, retired MDC state ornithologist, was kind enough to
impart his wisdom about this group of birds that are tough to iden-
tify. Clayton Light, area manager of Eagle Bluffs Conservation Ar-
ea, also presented on wetland management for shorebirds during
spring and fall migration, and | presented on eBird and its various
uses.

Nine species of shorebird were recorded on the area during the
workshop, in addition to 50 other recorded bird species. The nine
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shorebirds included Least, Pectoral, Semipalmated, Spotted, and

Solitary Sandpipers, Killdeer, Semipalmated Plover, and Greater

and Lesser Yellowlegs. Other highlights included a Black Tern, 40

Great Egrets, and good looks at a Blue Grosbeak and Sedge and

Marsh Wrens. And Eastern Wood -Pewees, of course, which are al-

ways a joy to see (though Idm partia

While the group did not get to see an abundance of different shore-
bird species, | was happy with nine. More species could have easily
overwhelmed participants new to shorebirds, and seeing the same
handful of species multiple times provided great opportunities to
practice identifying some of our most common species that migrate
through in the fall.

The partnered hosting of the workshop and the mix of MDC staff

and Missouri birders was a great success. Shorebirders had good
guestions and conversation, and the workshop seemed to be enjoyed
by all. A post -workshop survey showed 100% of participants found
the workshop excellent or very good.

Thanks to all the great birders who participated in the workshop,

and to our engaging presenters. Thanks also to ASM for your contin-

ued partnership and commitment to engaging Missourians in bird-

ing and bird conservation. ltds al wa
Missouri conservation area with new and old friends.

Let 6 s Kk e e fovirigmonsentum goij 6 stay tuned to the MO-
BIRDS listserv for an announcement of our next workshop on winter
sparrow or raptor identification. Birds are awesome!

Photo Sarah Kendrick
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Introducing the conservation education work of the

Missouri River Bird Observatory

The mission of the Missouri River Bird Obser-
oM RI 47y, vatory (MRBO) is to contribute to the conser-

A 2%.,\vation of Missourids birds:s
,".' ."‘y though scientific research and monitoring,
(-~ ~| community outreach, and education. In order
L o .
7 ) ' /o, to achieve the shared goals of MRBO and
or N ASM, we work to provide opportunities for

Missouri students and adults to learn about
birds and habitat conservation. Through its
contributions to MRBO, ASM has helped make this possible. | am
beyond excited to be the new Education Coordinator for MRBO and
contribute to the mission of spreading the word about birds.

So far in 2017, MRBO has conducted 76 events reaching about 5000
people, including 3200 K -12 students, 30 college students, 1500
adults, and 200 educators. These events are conducted all over Mis-
souri from the lowa border to the Missouri bootheel in hopes of
reaching as many Missourians
as possible. Our organization
conducts a wide variety of
events tailored to many differ-
ent audiences.

At the beginning of the year,
MRBO conducted many public
bird -banding demonstrations.
Many of the demonstrations in-
volved local Audubon Chapters,
but demonstrations were also
given to other audiences, includ-
ing 1st graders at Indian Foot-
hills Park in Marshall. MRBO
also takes part in a three -day
event celebrating birds at the
Columbia Audubon Nature
Sanctuary. Second grade classes

i MRBO Project Coordinator Veronica
across Columbia come to learn Mecko banding a Ruby -throated Hum-

all about birds, and MRBO hosts  mingbird .
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a bird banding station focusing on fall migration. Bird banding
events are a great way for people to see birds up close and learn
about scientific methods. From young children to older adults, bird
banding can be very exciting and informative.

MRBO staff often conduct nature birding hikes as well. This year, |
have led bird hikes for Columbia Gifted Students at Prairie Fork
Conservation Area, students from Gilliam school at Van Meter State

| Park, and other participants at
Knob Noster State Park. These
hikes are a great way to open
up the whole wide world of
birds for young students and

§ others. Students get to observe
birds that have been around
them their whole lives, but that
they perhaps never noticed be-
fore.

MRBO also has a partnership
with Great Circle, an agency
28 providing a spectrum of behav-

MRBO Educator Paige Witek leads 7 ®  joral health services to children

graders on a hike at Arrow Rock State and families located in Mar-

Historic Site. shall. This year | led a program

on bird migration. The students were able to become a migratory
bird of their choice and face the many obstacles of migration during
an activity call ed, 0The Great Migra
gram involved teaming up with the University of Missouri Raptor
Rehabilitation Project to provide a presentation on birds of prey and
their many amazing adaptations, featuring a live Eastern Screech
Owl. We have plans to install an American Kestrel box on the Great
Circle campus to further the student
issues and to encourage involvement in citizen science.

MRBO has another partnership with Missouri River Relief (MRR), a

community, volunteer and equipment -based not-for-profit organiza-

tion dedicated to connecting people to the Missouri River through

hands-on river clean -ups, education events and stewardship activi-

ties. We have participated in many o
birds and providing informational stations about birds of the river.

These stations are most often focused on examining river bird adap-
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tations. One activity involves students examining pictures of river
birds and, based on their characteristics, determining the type of
habitat along the river that bird might be found in. Students also
learn how to use field guides and binoculars to further their observa-
tional skills. These events involve many audiences, including fourth
grade, middle school, and high school students.

MRBO is involved in many other organizations and events. We have
participated in events with the Friends of Arrow Rock, George Ow-
ens Nature Park, Indian Foothills Park Day Camp, Missouri Prairie
Foundation, Salt Fork YMCA, Knob Noster Elementary, Poplar
Heights Farm, Dunn Ranch, and the Missouri State Fair.

These events vary in topic and theme,
but always involve birds and conser-
vation.

All of these programs are a lot of fun,
and much more could be written

about each of them, but the program
that must be mentioned is one that

has been a MRBO goal for many

years. For the first time this summer,
MRBO started a summer day camp
forkids 6t he Young Expl
It was my primary responsibility to
develop and roll out the camp in its

very first year. We split the camp up

into two sessions. [Insert Picture 5] MRBO Field Technician Erik Ost
The first one started at the end of describes the hunting style of the
May and continued through the mid- Belted Kingfisher

dle of June for children ages 7 -9 years old. The second session start-
ed June 27" and continued until the end of July for children ages 10
-12 years old. We believe the camp was a success, especially for its
first summer offering.

The camp ran two days a week (Tuesday and Wednesday) in the
morning for three hours. Each day had a different theme or topic.
Topics included birds (of course), connecting with nature, amphibi-
ans, reptiles, mammals, observational skills, primitive hunting tech-
nigues, and the Missouri River. Each day consisted of a warm  -up/
ice breaker, many fun activities related to the topic of the day, a
shack and a related craft. We banded birds, went on birding hikes,
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played the Great Migration Challenge and Food for the Brood, per-

formed nature yoga, created nature stories, discussed natural re-

sources, meditated outside, made a food web, explored the Big

Spring while taking field notes, explored amphibian vocalizations,

held live snakes and a turtle, compared species x -rays, examined

mammal pelts and skulls, and hiked the Missouri River Landing

Trail all the way up to the Missour.i
it. We also made bird houses, bird feeders, snakes out of paper

plates, foxes out of paper bags and watercolor paintings of the river.

Added into all of this were also a lot of fun physical activities that
gotthe kids moving --f or exampl e, a relay race
cross the roadMany volunteers and presenters came out to help, and

we could not have done it without them. We are all looking forward

to the advancement of the camp for the future.

@ Speaking of the fu-
ture, MRBO has

4 news. As mentioned
above, MRBO is able
% to have a full -time
== educator for 2018,

8 and | have happily
accepted the posi-

Young Explorersd Club on gomthﬁe‘uqﬂgqnchi ng h
in Arrow Rock Society of Missouri is
a large part of what

made this possible. | will use this opportunity to start an after -
school c¢club at a nearby school, i mpr
volve local students in citizen science through the installation of
bluebird and kestrel boxes, possibly start a Young Birders Club, and
expand our educational programming overall. | also look forward to
being a part of the ASM Spring Meeting 2018. | am sure many of
you have heard the quote by Babe Dio
serve only what we love; we will love only what we understand and
we wi || understand only what we are
Bird Observatory would like to say thank you to ASM and its mem-
bers for helping us spread understanding and appreciation for birds
and all of the natural world.
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Black Rosy-Finch ( Leucosticte atrata ) in Montgomery

County: a First State Record.
Brad Jacobs

The Missouri Bird Records Committee (MBRC) first heard about a

Black Rosy-Finch in 2007 after George Banfield of Montgomery

County contacted Brad Jacobs and showed him a video of the bird

taken in the late 1980s from his kitchen window in Montgomery

City. Georgeodos wife and two children
video was taken.

Brad helped George write up a MBRC documentation form, which
George signed; it was submitted as MBRC Record # 2007 -28. The
main evidence provided was the video, which was taken from the
kitchen about 10 feet away from a bird feeder outside the house.

The video clearly shows an adult male Black Rosy -Finch at a feeder

with some background features: roads, trees, houses and rocks.

George recalled the date of the photo as 26 December, the day after

Christmas, when the family was taking videos of their activities.

They were video -taping when the bird showed up around 9 am at

their bird feeder. In 2007, George w
confident it was either 1988 or 1989.
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The MBRC reviewed the documentation and video, plus several still
photographs exported from the video. Everyone agreed it was a
Black Rosy-Finch, but there were three issues that remained unre-
solved that delayed the record from being fully accepted by the
MBRC.

1) What was the year of the observation? The year was resolved due
to the presence of a half inch of snow on the ground in 1988 accord-
ing to the WeatherDB report from Montgomery City for 26 Decem-
ber 1988. There was no snow on the ground on 26 December 1989;
this matches what can clearly be seen in the photographs. George
also believed that there was no snow on the ground when he took
the video.

2) Was the photo actually taken in Missouri or from another state

and location? Paul McKenzie and Brad Jacobs visited the home of
George Banfield on 10 December 2016 and made comparisons of the
background objects and the photographs taken from the video. There
were multiple matching objects in the photographs with the actual
location: houses, roads, trees, and relative locations supporting the
location being the same as the location of the video. George has lived
in this same house since the 1980s.

3) Is there evidence of human assistance in the arrival of the Black
Rosy-Finch? The almost complete lack of vagrancy east of the east-
ernmost range of the Rocky Mountains in Wyoming, Colorado and
New Mexico brings up the question of whether this bird was human -
assisted in its arrival. Three records of vagrancy by this species are
known from extreme western Nebraska in December 2000 involving
1-3 individuals; two were in a flock of 300 Gray -crowned Rosy-
Finches (eBird). The first vagrancy record for California in a century
was documented by Guy McCaskie in 1980 with one Black Rosy -
Finch in a flock of 1500 Rosy -Finches in Mono County. There are
three eBird records with multiple observers in 2004, 2010 and 2011
from Inyo County, CA that are of one individual at a feeder (see
eBird). Arizona checklist records in eBird include flocks of 2 to 70
individuals over the years 1997, 2000 and 2001, all of them only
about 50 miles from next records in Utah. Nebraska, California and
Arizona list the status for this species as casual.
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The Banfield record from Montgomery City is the most easterly rec-
ord of vagrancy for this species. The MBRC found no conclusive evi-
dence of human assistance in the arrival of this individual. A record
by an unspecified observer in 1971 in Conneaut, OH was not accept-
ed (pers. comm. Bruce Peterjohn).

Ten years after this record was initially reviewed during March

2007 by the MBRC (W. Rowe, M. Robbins, W. Goodge, P. McKenzie,
W. Eddleman, T. Rogers and B. Jacobs), and subsequently discussed
at the 2007 summer meeting, the record was re -evaluated and ac-
cepted by the current members of the MBRC, including three that
were not involved in the original evaluation: J. Uffman, J. Eades

and L. Berger, along with Rowe, Robbins, McKenzie and Jacobs dur-
ing a second round of the review process.

Johnson, R. 2002. 0 B| a c k-FirRlo(s&egucosticte atrata ) . Iid The
Birds of North America , No. 678 (A. Poole and F. Gill, eds.). The
Birds of North America, Inc., Philadelphia.

Kaufman, K. 2004. 6l denti fi cat#FonchBigsde ROSY
World 2004.2: 72-73.

Lichtwardt, E. 2000. 0 A Cl oser Loo-ki n8RBirdiggk RosYy
32.5: 402-408.

For AZ status: see http://www.azfo.org/journal/rosyfinch.html

For California Black Rosy -Finch record: see http://
creagrus.home.montereybay.com/CAwhoswhochrono3.html

For California eBird records:
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/bkrfin?neg=true&env.minX=___ -
112.00153827667236&env.minY=36.497680732881&env.maxX=_-
110.68317890167236&env.maxY=36.975864308905464&zh=true&g
p=false&ev=VPA&mMr=1 -
12&bmo=1&emo=12&yr=range&byr=1987&eyr=2017#

For Montgomery City Weather & 26 December 1988: see
https://daily -weather.weatherdb.com/d/a/Montgomery -County%2C -
MO/1988
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Record 18 Peregrines in a Single Day
Paul M. McKenzie, Robert B. Jacobs, Eric Wood, and John

Besser

On 7 October 2017, the authors condu
the Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area (EBCA) just south of Columbia

in Boone County. The purpose of the count was to see the maximum
number of bird species that could be observed in a single 24 -hr peri-
od. We followed the official rules (see Bird Watchers Digest at
https://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/bwdsite/learn/top10/bigsit.php )
and established a 17 -ft diameter circle at the terminus of EBCA and
the confluence of Pools 14 and 15. Despite a weather forecast that
predicted the passage of a strong cold front with rain by mid -
morning, we arrived at our predetermined location between 4:30 and
5:30 a.m. We chose this location due to an open, unobstructed view

to the north, bluffs to the east above Perche Creek and the Katy

Trail, bluffs and the Missouri River to the West, and some scattering

of deciduous trees behind us to the south.

When we started, it was overcast with strong south winds ~ 14 mph.

We started pre -dawn in hopes of hearing owls and the flight calls of

migrating thrushes. We were able to tally Eastern Screech Owl,

Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl and one
got light. In the next four hours we recorded 54 species. The wind

remained out of the south between ~16 -19 mph with gusts from 24 -

31 mph. As the front continued to pass, the wind shifted to the SSW

at ~14-16 mph with gusts to ~ 22 mph around 9 a.m. We recorded

birds through 11 a.m. and had intermittent rain between ~ 10 and

10.45 a.m. when the wind shifted to the WSW with gusts to 25 mph.

Highlights during this period included100 Greater White -fronted

Geese, 600 Blue-winged Teal, 600 N. Pintails, 450 Green -winged

Teal, and 125 American White Pelican. Most notable, however, was

the movement of raptors that we recorded before and during the

passage of the front as we observed 4 Northern Harriers, 1 Sharp -
shinned Hawk, 1 Cooper ds Hshauudered 2 Bal
Hawk, 2 Merlin, 1 Peregrine Falcon, and 1 unidentified buteo.

At around 11:00 a.m., the rain stopped, the wind shifted between
WSW, SW, SSW, and W and in the next few hours the cloud cover
changed from overcast, to partly -mostly cloudy and then clear by 4
p.m. It was during this period we realized that we were witnessing
one of the best movements of raptors in a single day in Missouri,
especially for Peregrine Falcons. Between 11 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. we
counted 48 Turkey Vultures, 5 Osprey, 12 Northern Harrier, 32
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Sharp-s hi nned Hawks, 4 Cooperds Hawks,
5 Bald Eagles, 4 Red-shouldered Hawks, 28 Broad -winged Hawks, 4
Red-tailed Hawks, 3 unidentified buteos, 6 unidentified raptors, and

a mind -boggling 17 Peregrine Falcons! At one point after the pas-
sage of the front we were averaging a new Peregrine every few
minutes. Most birds moved N to S or NE to SW and many took ad-
vantage of the thermals rising above the steep bluffs east of Perche
Creek and the Katy Trail. On a few occasions we would watch Pere-
grines dive and swoop over numerous ducks on Pool 14 before con-
tinuing SW over our vantage point. Other highlights for the after-

noon session included 290 Greater White -fronted Geese in scattered
flocks, an impressive 700 N. Pintails, and 43 Long -billed Dowitch-
ers.

There was nothing in our observations that suggested that we were
double counting birds that had moved S or SW over our location. For
each Peregrine, we would watch the bird until it disappeared S and
SW over our established position. Typical for Peregrines in migra-
tion, some birds moved with strong wind beats but some  birds mixed
direct flight (flapping and gliding) with soaring. Even for the couple

of birds that dive bombed the ducks on Pool 14, they would continue
their movement S or SW. As typical for any raptor movement, birds
were higher and higher as the day progressed - they would climb
thermals to a specific height and then glide out. Raptors identified

as Accipiter sp. (i.e., Sharp -shinned/Cooper's) or unidentified buteos
or raptors sp. was because birds were too high to identify to species.
Such was not the case with Peregrines that were easy to identify
based on size and flight behavior. For the entire day (i.e,, 7-4:15:9
hr. 15 min.) we observed 122 raptors of 10 species.

For the day, we tallied 18 Peregrine Falcons, which is easily a new
high count for a single day in Missouri and one of the highest tallies

in the interior of the United States (Robbins and Easterla, 1992;

Mark Robbins, KU, pers.comm. 9 Oct. 2017). A review of Ebird rec-
ords for the Midwest indicates that 18 birds are the third highest
apparently ever recorded in the interior U.S., and the highest since
2011 when an astonishing 33 and 42 birds were observed respective-
ly in Wisconsin and lllinois on the date of 29 Sep. 2011 (Table 1).
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State High Date
count

ND 7

SD 5

NB 4

KS 5

OK 5

MN 17 27 Sep 2015

IA 5

MO 18 7 Oct 2017
AR 3

Ml 17 12 May 2004
Wi 33 29 Sep 2011

IL 42 29 Sep 2011
IN 13

OH 9

KY 5

TN 7

Table 1. All time high counts for Peregrine Falcons for the interior of
the U.S. through 2017 (retrieved from Ebird by Besser 27 Oct. 2017).

In North America, Peregrines have made a noticeable recovery from
the days since 1970 when it was listed under the Endangered Spe-
cies Conservation Act of 1969 or the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(Robbins and Easterla 1992; White et al. 2002). Due to its recovery,
all subspecies were removed from the Endangered Species List by
1999 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1999). The long term trend for
the species continues to increase (e.g., counts at Hawk Mountain,

Pa. between ~1978 and 2017: http://www.hawkmountain.org/ _; ebird
lists throughout the North American continent.)

In has long been known by die -hard hawk watchers that Peregrines
are often observed when winds have a southern component, and that
was certainly the case on 7 Oct. Raptor counts conducted between
the third week of Sep. and ~10 Oct. when there are strong winds
from a southerly direction in Missouri could potentially yield similar
results, especially in geographic locations where physiographic relief
may provide thermal production.
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Although we continued our Big Sit throughout the day, the move-
ment of raptors was by far the highlight of the day. For the entire
observation period, we tallied 65 different species. Ebird checklists
were submitted: http://ebird.org/ebird/view/ checklist/
S40271040, http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S39788159
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S39788188
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MBRC Activity Summary

For ASM Board September 2017
Bill Rowe, Secretary

I. Bird records

The MBRC's primary function is to review documentation of any unusual
bird report in Missouri; vote on whether it substantiates the identification,
and thus whether the report should be accepted into the permanent public
record; and archive the documentation for future reference, whether the
report was accepted or not.

This is currently done via an on -line system designed for us by Ann Johnson
of lowa, who remains available to help us solve problems that arise, often
several times a year.

Records we review include (a) any species never previously recorded in Mis-
souri; (b) any species on the Review List, which in most cases means those
that are accidental (1 -4 records) or casual (5-15 records), either statewide or
in the region of the state where observed; (c) any species, even a common
one, that is observed in a season when listed as casual or accidental on the
Annotated Checklist of Missouri Birds (the Review List does not include
species that become seasonally rare); (d) any observation that would be the
earliest or latest record of that species; (e) certain other occasional im-
portant observations, such as first nesting records or unprecedented large
numbers. The Annual Report explains which of these was the case for each
accepted record.

Reminder: As stated in the bylaws, acceptance requires a vote of 6 -1 or 7-0.
A vote of 2-5, 1-6, or 0-7 means it is not accepted. If the vote is in between (5
-2, 4-3, or 3-4), the report will be recirculated along with members' first -
round comments for a second vote, or ultimately discussed at a meeting.

And any member may request further review of any record if he or she feels
strongly that something was overlooked, or that there is new information to
consider.

If we are unsure of our collective ability to make an informed decision, we
will request outside review by recognized experts. The results and the re-
viewers' names are always noted in the Annual Report.

Over the past ten years, through 2016, the MBRC has reviewed anywhere
from 66 to 118 reports per year (median 92) and has accepted 74% to 89% of
them (median 85%).
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A decision of "not accepted" may mean that the identification is incorrect; it
may be clear from the documentation that the observers mistook one species
for another. In other cases, though, it means that we simply can't tell, be-
cause the information provided is inconclusive and doesn't eliminate other
species. In each case, the Annual Report offers brief explanations of the
reasons for non -acceptance. Our commitment is to keep the record of Mis-
souri's avifauna as accurate as possible.

Since 2008, all documented records have been archived electronically on the
ASM web site, with off -site backup, and work is now under way to convert
all older archived records from hard copy to electronic format.

Note: I'm always open to questions on the details, omitted here, of organiz-
ing the records submitted and managing the circulation and voting.

Il. Maintenance of state lists

The MBRC is responsible for maintaining and updating the Annotated
Checklist of Missouri Birds, viewable online at mobirds.org. This is the offi-
cial roster of all bird species ever found in Missouri, with correct scientific
names and taxonomic order as published by the American Ornithological
Society (AOS). It also contains coded information on each species' status in
Missouri and its abundance, by season and sometimes by region. We believe
that this added information makes our list unique or nearly so among state
checklists. The Secretary makes regular alterations to this list to keep up
with decisions by the AOS and the MBRC. From time to time, by agreement
of ASM, we have produced a printed card version of the list; the most recent
was in 2014.

Similarly, the Secretary keeps the Review List current; this too is on the
ASM web site.

I1l. Communications/outreach

The primary document published by the MBRC is the Annual Report, which
is printed in the March issue of The Bluebird and also archived online. The
Secretary produces a draft that is circulated to all members for comments,
additions, and corrections. The Annual Report now covers nearly all of a
calendar year, except that a few observations are typically submitted too
late for inclusion and must carry over to the following year.

The Secretary also posts occasional "news releases" on Mobirds -L for the
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birders of Missouri. These usually cover the outcomes of our annual meet-
ings and any changes in the taxonomy or status of various birds. There were
two this summer.

On a "just for fun" basis, the MBRC determines a list of the Top Ten bird
records for each calendar year, announces it at the fall ASM meeting, and
publishes it on line and in The Bluebird.

On our own initiative, or by request of the ASM, the MBRC conducts work-
shops on bird identification or other topics. There have been a number of
these over the years, held in different parts of the state: winter raptors and
sparrows at Prairie State Park, shorebirds and marsh birds at Swan Lake
NWR, gulls at Riverlands, use of eBird data at this year's fall meeting, etc.

IV. Meetings

We have evolved a pattern of meeting together once a year, normally in July
or August, to go over all sorts of topics that are best handled by face -to-face
discussion. These have been enjoyable and productive. The Secretary keeps
the minutes of these meetings and includes a digest of them in the periodic
"news releases.”

V. Membership and by  -laws

A term of membership is four years, and, because terms are staggered, there
is an annual election of one or two members each year. This is announced
several weeks ahead of time in a Mobirds -L posting, with encouragement to
submit nominations; several members in recent years have joined the

MBRC as a result of outside nominations. There are, however, no term lim-
its. While the criteria for membership include, first and foremost, a keen

and detailed interest in Missouri bird distribution and identification, we

also keep geographical balance and gender balance in mind.

There are two officers, Chairperson and Secretary, who are elected orre -
elected every two years.

Every so often we examine the by -laws to make sure that our current prac-
tices are consistent with them i or we discuss revision. The most recent ex-
tensive revision was in 2013, with a few additional updates in 2016. Such
revisions are submitted to the Board of ASM for approval. The by  -laws are
always available for examination on request.
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VI. Coordination with eBird

As users of eBird are well aware, some observations are flagged as unusual
for various reasons, such as number, date, or rarity. In most of these cases,
the eBird reviewers make decisions themselves based on the details provid-
ed by observers. Occasionally, however, the observation needs MBRC docu-
mentation f i.e., the bird is casual or accidental, outside the known dates of
occurrence, on the Review List, or on a short list of birds needing documen-
tation on Christmas Bird Counts. Missouri's eBird reviewers are familiar

with the Annotated Checklist and refer to it frequently, to make sure
whether such documentation is needed, and if it is, they let the observers
know. Sometimes a reviewer may contact MBRC members for help with a
judgment call. eBird matters always constitute an agenda item at the annu-
al meeting, and it is very helpful that two current MBRC members (Uffman
and Berger) are also eBird reviewers.

Note 1: All of the Missouri Bird Records Committee's functions are per-
formed on line at mobirds.org, in a secure section, and via email. The US

mail is used only occasionally, when an observer mails hard -copy documen-
tation to the Secretary. (The Secretary then enters it electronically.)

Note 2: For its entire thirty -year history, this committee has kept current
with its business and its publication of reports, while many Bird Records
Committees (BRC's) around the country have not.
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SPRING 2017 SEASONAL REPORT

Lisa Berger

Spring 2017 was the wettest season in more than 40 years, and the fourth
wettest spring on record for the Show Me State. Rainfall across the south-

ern half of Missouri at the close of April resulted in thousands of acres of
bottomland flooding. At least 10 rivers crested at record highs in the south-
east, causing four deaths, and catastrophic damage to roads, bridges,

homes, businesses, and watersheds. An observer from Texas County, report-
ed a two-day total of 12.64 in her rain gauge. Conversely, drier conditions

with below normal rainfall occurred in May across much of northern Mis-

souri where some locations observed less than 50% of the long -term average.

After Februaryds average temperature of
mal, mild weather continued to dominate during March. The record warmth

and mild conditions during the first week of March spurred some vegetation

out of dormancy, which subsequently experienced freeze impacts when a

cold blast brought sub -freezing temperatures to the region. Preliminary

March data indicate an average statewide temperature slightly more than 4

degrees above normal and precipitation 0.6 inches above the long -term aver-

age.

Daily temperatures were above average across the Show -Me State during
April, especially during the second and third weeks of the month, continu-
ing a warmer than average trend since autumn 2015. April data indicate a
statewide average temperature slightly less than 4 degrees above normal.
Coldest temperatures occurred on the morning of April 7, when the mercury
dipped to the upper 20s and lower 30s over parts of Missouri; however, sev-
eral locations around the state reported no freezing weather for the month.
Data indicate the average precipitation was 9.86 inches, eclipsing the previ-
ous record established in April 1994, which abruptly ended an extended
period of dry weather that had emerged last fall and winter.

Alternating cool and warm weather periods occurred in May with coldest

temperatures during the first week. A cold front short  -stopped some mi-
grants and provided the seasonr/dMay. better
Warmest conditions occurred mid -month and near average temperatures

toward the end of the month. Data indicate the average temperature for

May was 0.3 degrees below normal, while precipitation was 1.26 inches

above the long-term average.

Records took center stage in Spring 2017. At least 16 new earliest records

were toppled, as were six latest ones. Many more second and third earliest

and latest dates, and a few seasonal high counts were challenged. Increas-

ingly, certain species are pushing the envelope on characteristic distribu-

tions, especially those which can take advantage of changing climate and

habitat, such as Scissor -tailed Flycatcher and Western Kingbird (pers.

comm. MR). Conversely, specialists generally cannot, and continue to de-

cline, as noted with Bewick®d&s Wren and L
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MR). The exceedingly warm winter and spring allowed waterfow! to exit the

state early, resulting in a paucity of ducks and geese, with few exceptions.

Lingering waterfowl numbers were up to 100 -fold below record highs for the

season. Flooding in the east and southeast affected shorebird migration,

especially along rivers. Bill Rowe reported only modest numbers this spring

near the St. Louis area. Overall, migration was protracted and diffuse dur-

ing this period. Few major cold fronts resulted in smaller flock sizes, while

species trickled through the state over longer periods of time. David Easter-

|l ads big day May 20, which surveyed six

a overy |l owd6 101 species.

Note: Records marked with a single asterisk (*) indicate that documentation

has not yet been received by the Missouri Bird Records Committee (MBRC).
Documentation is strongly advised to ensure the durability of records far

into the future. The MBRC has received documentation for records marked

with a dagger (A), and those marked (acc
mittee.

WHISTLING DUCKS THROUGH NIGHTJARS

Black -bellied Whistling Ducks are
annual transients each spring, and
one observed 10 Apr set a new earli-
est record* at Ritter Springs Park
Greene (ph. Steve Slatkavitz, Wendy
Slatkavitz). Two were first observed
24 Apr (Danny Brown, fide CMc, BR),
and 25 Apr (ph. Jennifer Townsend),
which continued until 3 Jun at
BKLCA (BR). Thirteen was the sea-
sonal high 27 Apr, Cape Girardeau =
(ph. Mark Haas, Bill Eddleman, Al- Gs".\ \
len Gathman). Alone Ros s &s , )
present at RMBS 4 Mar (DR) lin-
gered until 24 Apr (Abram Egger).
Cackling Goose is uncommon in
eastern Missouri, where 3 were noted
13 Mar RMBS (CA), 1, 20 Mar St. Genevieve (John Hogan), and 2, 20 Mar
Creve Coeur Lake St. Louis (Brian Prather, Jenny Yarbrough).  Trumpeter
Swan sightings spanned the season, with a maximum 56 reported at
LBNWR, 2 Mar (Karen Stair, et al.). Single swans were seen locally in the
north through the end of April, with the last holdout recorded 29 May St.
Charles (DR). Tundra Swan migration in the state was confined to March,
also in the northern part of the state. Two occurred 1 Mar Fountain Grove

CA Livingston (Eric Wood, et al.), and 1, 27 Mar at Lake Contrary  Buchan-

Photo Steve Slatkavitz
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an (David Williams), with a seasonal high of 3, 6 Mar LBNWR (SM, DM).
LBNWR hosted all Cinnamon Teal observations. The first was noted 19
Mar (Andrea Roddy, Jennifer Hammett), and possibly the same duck was
viewed between 9-18 Apr (m. obs.). One apparent Cinnamon Teal by Blue -
winged Teal hybrid was seen 11 -16 Apr EBCA (PM, ph. BJ, ph. CBa, et

al.), and another 17 Apr LBNWR (ph. MN, Mark McKeller). An American
Black Duck , first spotted 18 Mar EBCA (Andrew Kinslow, Dawn Huber),
continued until 14 Apr (m. obs.). Three Northern Pintail were still present
28 May OSCA (JR) . SprGamvasbask, han gnbommomu nt s f
transient away from the Mississippi River, included 75, 7 Mar FRCA

Vernon (SM, DM), 35, 15 Mar Binder Lake (BJ), and 21, 11 Mar Lake
Springfield Park Greene (CBu, Greg Swick). Since Redhead is rare in May,
it is worth noting a single female was present at Binder Lake. It was initial-

ly found 21 May (ph. CBa), and was last seen 31 May (ph. Peter Monacell).
After the middle of May, Ring -necked Duck is also rare. One lingered un-
til 20 May LBNWR (Terry McNeely), and another until 26 May BKLCA (PL,

Jan Ruckman, Janet Hoyne, et al.). While Greater Scaup may stay as late
as mid-May, the last observation was made 1 Apr Putnam (Becky Lutz). The
peak was 12, 29 Mar Holden City Lake Johnson (Dan Cowell). Two notewor-
thy White -winged Scoters  were found 23 Mar RMBS (Gail Gagnon, m.
obs.). Hooded Mergansers  were found breeding in northern locations

where rare, again this year: 25, 3 May TSCA, two females and fledglings

(ph. Robert Mustell), 20, 23 May CCNWR 2 females and fledglings (DR),

and 1 ad. with 4 -5 fledglings, 29 May LBNWR (David Williams). With few
records for Red -Breasted Merganser  after mid -May, unexpectedly late
mergansers closed the season at RMBS, with 3 remaining until 15 May

(BR), and one straggler, 28 May (CMc, ph. AR). The highest Greater Prai-
rie Chicken countsat Wa h-BaKwene 3 and 4 birds, 18 and 25 Mar
respectively, viewed on MDC -sponsored field trips (m. obs.). At Dunn Ranch
up to 32, 15 Apr were counted (ph. Linda Williams, m. obs.). According to

TNC personnel, 50 birds were estimated on the ~1210 hectares at Dunn
Ranch, and within the ~28300 hectares of the Grand River Grasslands in
Missouri, an estimated 100 birds remain. As many as 5,1 -27 Mar were pre-
sent at Taberville (ph. EH, ph. BJ, PM). Asingle  Eared Grebe was spotted
on the east side of the state, where the species is rare, 2 Apr DCCA (JR).

The high number was 4, 2 May Weatherby Lake Platte (private; Nic Allen).
Just one White -winged Dove was observed this season in a flock of
Mourning Doves 1 Apr Hedeman Lake Dade (ph. Jill Hays, ph. Brooke Wid-
mar, Greg Samuel, et al.). Yellow -billed Cuckoo  migration was unusually
protracted this spring, with numbers finally peaking the first week of June.

A dozen were detected counter singing along six miles walked 4 Jun (pers.
comm. MR). The first Black -billed Cuckoo arrived 5 May Webb City
WWTP Jasper (JC). A maximum of two was seen 7 May Prairie Garden
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Trust Callaway (Henry Domke). A Greater Roadrunner staked out 15
Feb Greene (ph. CBu) through 9 May (ph. m. obs.), pleased ASM spring
meeting attendees. Observations of single individuals occurred 15 Apr

RRSP (CBu, Greg Swick, Kevin Wallace); 9 Mar Oregon (Becky Estes); in
Stone 11 and 30 May at private locations; and in  Taney 20-21 and 21-22
May Chateau on the Lake (Austin Lambert, Kate Baumbach), and Moon-
shine Beach (JC, Matt Seek, Tom Fuller), respectively. Since  Chuck -wills -
widow is rare outside of the Ozarks and its border, two in  Adair was nota-
ble 13 May Youngstown Trail (PK), and Thousand Hills SP (Emily Burke).

RAILS THROUGH TERNS

A Yellow Rail  was flushed during a marshland survey 12 May, setting a

new second | atest spring record RMBS (La
Virginia Rail  was noted 8 Apr EBCA (CBa). Seasonal high counts reached

two, either seen or heard, 14 Apr EBCA (Tony Elliott, BJ, PM), 21 Apr

BKLCA (BR, TP), and 22 Apr TSCA (AC, CG). A Purple Gallinule, casual

outside the Bootheel, was discovered 28 Apr in Hazelwood St. Louis (ph.

Gregg HoodA). This find sets the tenth s
and the third earliest spring records in the state. = Common Gallinules

were present in seven locations. The first was 18 Apr LBNWR (ph. Nic Al-

l en), and the seasonds |l ast 31 May CCNWR
May EBCA (ph. CBa), and 28 May LBNWR (SM, DM).  Sandhill Cranes

were reported from Boone, Holt, Lincoln, Linn, Pike, Saline, and Vernon

Counties. The first and last of this season occurred at LBNWR with 3, 2

Mar (Sherry Leonardo, Karen Stair, Patricia Ayers), and 1, 30 May (Matt

Shurtliff). Grand Pass CA hosted early and highest numbers, with 14, 3

Mar (Chad Heath, Bruce Heath, Tim Pinkston).  Black -necked Stilts  ap-

peared mid -May through the last week of the period in the northwest where

the species is a rare transient and accidental breeder. At LBNWR, the maxi-

mum was 7, 13 May (MM), while 1 -3, were still present 26 -28 May (SM,

DM, Grace Jordan, et al.) In the east, they are rare breeders as far north as

Pike. Two, 31 May remained at CCNWR (AC) and up to 8, 30 May at

Keeteman Road Sod Farm Lincoln (CMc, AR, Mike Grant, etal.) American

Avocet posted high counts with 16, 20 Apr SLNWR (BJ) and 11, 16 Apr

LBNWR (Jason St. Sauver). First birds were 4, 2 Apr Lake Springfield Park

Greene( Ji | | Hays), and the seasonds | ast, ¢
Road St. Charles (CA, DR, TP), and 2, 29 May CBCA (BR, Matt Rowe). A

Piping Plover  duo was a nice find 21 Apr Perry Memorial CA  Pettis (ph.

Chad Heath); the only sighting in the state this spring. Perhaps setting a

third earliest record, one Upland Sandpiper  was observed 24 Mar
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Wa h 6 Kiam(DBI). The maximum was 6, 15 Apr Dunn Ranch (Rodney
Wright), and 6, 30 Apr the Palmetto Area  Greene (DBI, Barbara Blevins).
The only sighting of Whimbrel this spring was of 2, 29 May EBCA (BJ).

The first Hudsonian Godwit report, and also the seasc
40, 11 Apr EBCA (PM, BJ). Singles on the east side of the state, where the
species is rare: 1, 26 Apr TSCA (AC, ph. CG), and 1, 2 -6 May CCNWR (ph.
BR, TP, m. obs.) The final observation was 1, 21 May Southwest Power

Plant Greene(SM, DM). Marbled Godwits  were seen just two days this
period with 1 -2, 15 May LBNWR (Don Merz, Mike Stoakes, Elizabeth
Stoakes), and 1, 16 May (ph. BJ, PM). Ruddy Turnstones  were encoun-
tered at only two locations with high counts of 3, 21 May EBCA (Shelby
Thomas, PK, EH, m. obs.), and 2, 30 May Keeteman Road Sod Farm Lincoln
(vid. AR, CMc, m. obs.). A male Ruff in pre -alternate molt visited EBCA 11
Apr (PM), and was relocated 13 Apr (ph. BJ).  Stilt Sandpipers  were ob-
served at three sites where they are rare to uncommon in the east: 1, 21

May Ralls (CG, AC), 2, 8 May CCNWR (CMc, AR), and 2, 30 May Keeteman
Road Sod Farm Lincoln (CMc, AR, Mike Grant, m. obs.). A potential third
earliest record Dunlin outside the Bootheel was 1, 23 Mar RMBS (Peggy
Oats). Although White -rumped Sandpipers are common spring migrants,
a new earliest state record (acc.) was set with 1 seen 20 Apr SLNWR  Linn

( ph. \Bebtdrh Sandpipers were present as singles: 13 May LBNWR
(MN, MM); at EBCA 19 May (PM, BJ), and 20 May (CBa, CMc, AR); and 20
May BKLCA (DR). American Woodcock  is an uncommon species, but
away from the Ozarks and Ozark Border where the species is even less com-
mon, large counts of 11 -22 were viewed 3-5 Mar Caldwell (private; ph., aud.
MM). Rare on the east side of the state, 28 Willets were present 26 Apr at
RMBS (ph. CA), and 1 -4, 27-30 Apr RMBS and Confluence Road St. Charles
(m. obs.). In Pike, 1-2 were spotted 6 -7 May CCNWR (CMc, AR, Diane Bric-
mont). There was just one Red -necked Phalarope  report this season of a
single bird on 26 Apr EBCA

(BJ, PM, Greg Leonard). A

Laughing Gull  made an ap-

pearance 7 Apr RMBS (CA),

while a lone Lesser Black - /
backed Gull was seen 10 5 —

Mar Smithville Lake (ph. B > 4

MN). A first of the year Least

Tern arrived 15 May RMBS

(BR). High count was 13, 26
May RMBS (Bill Michalski,
Kevin Wilson, CMc). Sightings

away from the Mississippi River included 2, 19 May Hedeman Lake Dade
(ph. Greg Swick, Jill Hays) and 1, 25 May FRCA  Vernon (Karen Stair, Sher-

Least Tern photo Cory Gregory
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ry Leonardo). Reports of these terns north of RMBS are scarce and notewor-
thy with 3, 17 May TSCA (AC, ph. CG) and 2, 30 May Keeteman Road Sod
Farm Lincoln (CMc, AR, DM, etal.). A Caspian Tern observed at close
distance, tied the second earliest record 31 Mar RMBS (BR).

CORMORANTS THROUGH FALCONS

Setting a new earliest state record (acc.), a Neotropic Cormorant was

found 1, 18 Mar SOCA St.Clair (Li sa Berger A, ph. CBu, p
cated 27 Mar (ph. BJA), staying until 12
new second earliest record (acc.) for the species was established 1, 28 Mar

FRCA Vernon ( p h . MNA) . Status for this specie
over the previous two years. It is now a rare transient and summer visitor

in the west, and is casual in the east and central portions of the state. Sin-

gle Tricolored Herons caused excitement on opposite sides of the state 14

Apr LBNWR (ph. MM, et al.), and 20 May CCNWR (DR, et al.) A lone

White Ibis , where it is rarer in the northwest was found 11 May LBNWR

(ph. MN), and was present until 14 May (ph., m. obs.). Initially found 21

May CCNWR (ph. BJ), a Glossy lbis was relocated the same day (CMc, ph.

AR, Miguel Acosta, et al.). High counts of White -faced Ibis where this spe-

cies is rare outside the northwest include: 26, 4 Apr EBCA (Nicholas

March); 1, 31 May Levee Road South of Grand Tower Island  Perry (ph. Scott
Latimar); 10, 7 May CCNWR (ph. Diane Bricmont). Singles were observed

in Cass, Clay, Dade, Greene, Livingston, St. Clair, and Vernon. The high

was 52, 17 Apr at LBNWR (Mark McKellar, MN), and at the same location,

up to 49 were still present 20 May (Terry McNeely).  Black Vulture  re-

mains accidental in the north. Most northerly sightings included birds in

the Weldon Spring area 1, 8 and 13 Apr (BR), 1, 15 Apr (ph. Diane Bric-

mont, Wendy Williams), 1, 13 May (Joe Eades). Two were seen 16 Mar Ha-

zel Hill Lake Johnson (Tim Pinkston). A new earliest record (acc.) Missis-

sippi Kite  was established 1, 14 Apr Cape Girardeau ( Bi | | Eddl eman A
Maximum migration counts included 21, 25 May Little Creve Coeur Marsh

St. Louis (ph. Mike Thelen), and away from the Mississippi River were 20,

21 May Greene (Emily Samuel). A Golden Eagle, noted 10 Mar SOCA

Vernon (Tim Pinkston, Chad Heath), was also viewed by MDC staff. Anoth-

er was observed 5 Apr Katy Trail Access Boone (PM). Migrating Sharp -

shinned Hawks  are not encountered regularly after early May, so a flyover

in Maryville Nodaway 29 May was unexpectedly late and the last for the

season (David Easterla). The eastern -most Swa i n s o n 8 ssightirey was

a single bird, 5 May Runge Conservation Nature Center  Cole (Austin Lam-
bert). One Adu-kpeciesiRed -tailech Hawk swadnoted 1 Apr

BKLCA (BR). Barn Owls were observed at three locations, 1, 13 May St.
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Clair (MM), 1, 21 May Greene(Kendall Loyd), and 3, 21 May Pettis (Ruth
Schloner). Long -eared Owls were present in Atchison with 2, 6 Mar (ph.
SM, DM), while a Short -eared Owl was spotted 28 Mar Adair (JR). Yel-
low -bellied Sapsuckers  are rare across the northern part of the state.
Singles were sighted, 13 Apr Thousand Hills SP  Adair (Peter PK), 14 Apr
Heath CA Clark (Bruce Schuette) and 21 Apr Crowder SP  Grundy (Edge
Wade, June Newman). Five was notable 9 Apr Deer Ridge CA Lewis
(Landon Hodge, Andrew Hodge). A possible new record high was established
with 20, 2 Apr TGP (Tom Baily). The late winter ~ Merlin congregation at
dusk near Penn -Sylvania Prairie Dade, played into spring. Following a new
highest winter count of 7, six individuals, 3 Mar established a new spring
highest record (ph. Richard Locke). Up to three remained until 17 Mar (ph.
Richard Locke). The last Merlin was seen 6 May TGP (Thomas Gaines).
Presumed migrant Peregrine Falcons  were noted at LBNWR 23 May
(MN, MM, Yvonne Nixon, et al.); 1, 23 May SLNWR (Jack Foreman, ph.
Shirley Forman), and 1, 21 May CCNWR (CMc, AR, Miguel Acosta, et al.)

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS

In the west where Yellow -Bellied Flycatcher is rare, 1, 6 May was seen
while travelling to RRSP on an ASM spring meeting field trip (m. obs.); 1,

12 May Grand Trace CA Harrison (Terry McNeely); and 1, 17 May Knob
Noster SP Johnson (Mike Stoakes, Larry Olpin, Tim Pinkston, et al.). Alder
Flycatchers are less common in the east, with just two records of 4 birds

per day at a single location. A new third eastern observation of 4 on 26 May
ties this record CCNWR (ph. BR). The maximum this season was 13, 25

May Weston Bend SP (MR). Reports of Western Kingbird in eastern -most
parts of the state increasingly are multiples or birds apparently returning to
locations where they have been present for several years: 1, 28 Apr  Carter
(JR); 1-5, 8-31 May St. Louis (Mike Thelen); 2, 14 May St. Francois
(Kimberly Henshaw); 1, 15 May Scott (Mark Haas); and 4, 16 May St. Louis
City (CMc, AR). Scissor -tailed Flycatchers are also advancing east across
the state, however scissortails are still casual in the extreme north and
northeast, and rare transients outside the Osage Plains and Southwest re-
gions. A single bird was seen 8 Apr Phelps (ph. John Hogan); 1, 12 May
Darst Bottom Road St. Charles (Gail Gagnon); 2, 19 May Ripley (Timothy
Jones); and 1, 26 May Iron (Gregg Hutchings). A solo Loggerhead Shrike
was spotted 6, Apr, (Cathy Weller) and one, possibly the same bird on 21

May Dunn Ranch (MR, Chris Hobbs). Another, notable in the northesat was
seen 1, 24 May Hunnewell Lake Shelby (ph. CG, AC), and 1, on 27 Apr
Phelps (ph. Jon Hill). A wintering  Northern Shrike continued into spring.
The bird was first observed this season 2 Mar (Joseph Bieksza) staying until
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19 Mar Bradford Farm Boone (m. obs.). Late season maximumsfor Be |l | 6 s
Vireo were 12, 18 and 20 May EBCA (Peter Monacell) (CMc, AR). At tie for
third latest in the season Blue -headed Vireo was set on 29 May Longview
Lake Jackson (Sherri Leonardo). Fish Crows were present from the begin-
ning of the season and away from wintering birds in the Bootheel, with

twenty -five counted 5 Mar Webster (Andrew Kinslow), and 8, 6 Mar RRSP
(ph., aud. DBI). High numbers reached 59, on 11 Apr Big Sugar Creek SP
McDonald (DBI), 44, 18 Mar Noble Road Farm Newton (JC), 35, 26 Mar
Sett | ed s CaBsgqEHY an@ X0, 4 Apr Busch (Mike Grant). Well north

of the Missouri River were 3, 1 April Wakonda SP  Lewis (AC), and 1, 31
May Athens Clark (PK). Rare in the Ozarks , Bank Swallow  maximums up
to 300 were seen by ASM attendees, 6 May Conco Quarries, where they

nest, Greene(BJ, PM, Lisa Berger, m. obs.), 250, 21 May EBCA (EH), 50, 5
May Webb City WWTP Jasper (JC), and 40, 21 May Binder Lake (ph. CBa).
Sedge Wren highs for the season were 21, 21 May Dunn Ranch (MR, Chris
Hobbs), 8, 13 May BKLCA (CMc, AR, et al.), and an early -in-the-season 7,
28 Apr Taberville (MR). Marsh Wren seasonal maximums were 35, 7 May
EBCA, setting a new second highest record (CBa). There were 18, 11 May
BKLCA (ph. BR); and 14 on 6 May CCNWR (CMc, AR).

According to a study of BBS data, Be wi ¢ k 8 s popdtagons are experi-
encing both long and shorter term annual declines of 3.3% (pers. comm.
MR) . Within the historical core of Bewic
and Ozarks border, the first arrivals included singles on 3 Mar Wildcat

Glades CA and Audubon Center Newton (JC), and 6 Mar Montauk SP  Dent
(TP). The maximum count was 3, 17 Apr through 22 May, and was the only
site where multiples continued through the end of May  Cole (ph. CBa). Just
three counties, Cole, Miller, and Pulaski hosted two birds. Cole: (see maxi-
mum above), the Charm Tree Area with 4 sightings between 30 Mar to 4

May (Austin Lambert), and Conservation Commission Headquarters 31 Mar
and 7 Apr (Norman Murray, BJ).  Miller : 23-24 Apr (Mary Parks), and Pu-
laski: 19 Apr (Jerry Nelson, Barbara Nelson, and Brian Nelson). Outside

the Ozarks and Ozark Border were two observations in  Ralls 1, 26 Mar to 4
Apr, (private; ph. AC, ph. CG), and 1, 5 May Mark Twain Lake (ph. AC).
Reports of singles, excluding the aforementioned, occurred in Camden, Cass,
Cedar, Christian, Dade, Dallas, Douglas, Franklin, Greene, Lawrence, New-
ton, Phelps, Polk, Stone, Taney, and Washington Counties.

KINGLETS THROUGH GRACKLES

Golden -crowned Kinglet  is a common transient, but not after mid -May.
Two new records (acc.) toppled the long -held 17 May, 1983 latest record,
when single birds were report eGeeneboth 29
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(DBI A), and Mey@Ed®R( sute David HollieA). T
only Golden -crowned Kinglets reported during the entire month of May. The

current record high 29 individuals was challenged with 60, 31 Mar Busch

(Tommy Goodwin, Jr.); 29, 28 Mar Wil sono
Greene (DBI); and 28, 25 Mar Carondelet Park (CMc, AR). A second latest

record Ruby -crowned Kinglet  date was tied, 1, 23 May TGP, and a second
highest count established with 48, 21 Apr Carondelet Park (CMc, AR).

Across the west side of the state Veery i s a rare transient.
first was spotted 23 Apr Hickor y (Harley Winfrey), potentially setting a new

second earliest record. One was noted 9 May Rock Bridge SP Boone (Greg
Leonard); 2 were present at Little Sac Woods Greene 10 May (DBI); 1, 13

May Big Muddy NFWR Saline (CBa), and 1, 17 May Kearney Bike Path

Clay ( Kri st Mayo). This periodfs high coul
Trust Callaway (Henry Domke). A third observation for 18 Apr ties the ear-

liest record Gray -cheeked Thrush , when a single bird was spotted at

Prairie Garden Trust Callaway (Henry Domke). The maximum was 9,

reached at Rock Bridge SP Boone, 13 May (PM). A Swai nsonds Thr us|
made an early appearance this spring, establishing a new earliest state rec-

ord (acc.) on 10 April in Kirkwood ~ St.
Lous ( ph. Margy Terpst
ic Gray Catbird , present since 19 Jan,
remained until 21 May St. Louis (ph.
CA). Only three sites hosted Eurasian
Tree Sparrows away from the Missis-
sippi River with 1, 4 Mar Monroe City

Ralls (ph. AC); 10, on 15 Mar and 3 Apr,
and 3, 4 Mar Knox (Landon Hodge); and
2,19 Mar Lewis (Todd McKenzie). Spot-
ted Towhees were sighted in two places
in the state this season. One frequented a
backyard feeding station 1 Mar 8 13 Apr
Phelps (ph. John Hogan), and the other - " S ) -
was seen 6 Apr at Mark Youngdahl Ur- Swainsonds T
ban CA Buchanan (Julie Jedlicka, et al.). photo Margie Terpstra
Single Clay -colored Sparrows  were

observed 27 Apr CBCA (TP), 22 Apr and 3 May at TSCA (CG, AC), and
(Robert Mustell) respectively. Early season, but not record early  Lark
Sparrow sightings included 2, 7 Apr Pemiscot (Timothy Jones), 1 -2, 9 Apr
EBCA (Tammy Jones, Barbara Duncan, Betty Richey,) and 6, 13 Apr Bean
Lake Platte (ph. Nic Allen). Early seasonal highs, when  Grasshopper
Sparrow s rare occurred with 11, 2 April Hi Lonesome Prairie Benton
(Marge Lumpe), 3, 3 Apr Busch (PL), and 13, 13 Apr Pawnee Prairie  Harri-
son (Terry McNeely). Hens | owd s Sareascarce amdlocal on the east
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side of the state. Three birds were reported 3 Apr Weldon Spring Dept. of
Energy Site/Howell Prairie (ph. PL), and at the same location 3, 9 and 15

Apr (Diane Bricmont, Wendy Williams). Two, possibly up to 4, 13 Apr were
present at nearby Busch (ph. BR). Just two sightings of single  Nel sonds
Sparrows occurred this spring on 9 May Tucker Prairie  Callaway (Joseph
Bieksza), and 16 May Forest Park St. Louis City (Nicholas Renz). After mid -
May, few Swamp Sparrows  remain in Missouri. However, one lingering at
EBCA this period set a new | atest spring
There were three observationsof Har r i s 8 s Swathirr the @astern
two-thirds of the state, where rare. All were single birds: 15 -16 Mar to 9 -10
Apr Knox (Landon Hodge, Andrew Hodge), and 15 Apr Marais Temps Claire
CA St. Charles (ph. TP). Bobolinks put on a spring show with reports com-
ing from 35 counties. Two higher than usual counts for the southwest region
were 150, 3 May Christia n (Greg Swick), and 67, 3 May Webster (Greg Sam-
uel, Laura Samuel, Emily Samuel). Seventy -Six were logged on 21 May at
Dunn Ranch (ph. MR, CH). Two Orchard Oriole  observations of singles 15
Apr EBCA (Shelby Thomas), and Binder Lake (CBa) tie the second earliest
spring record. On 16 Apr, there were multiple reports from seven counties,
setting a new third earliest date.  Rusty Blackbird maximums were 208, 5
Mar Caldwell (private; ph. MM), and 140, 25 Mar  St. Charles (DR). Capping
the season, two were still present 22 Apr LBNWR (ph. Lisa Owens), which
could set a new third latest date for this species. Potentially setting a new
second seasonal high countfor Br e wer 6 s B lwascaKldzk of 650, 26
Mar tallied at Taberville (EH). Still present in good numbers were 22, 10

Apr RMBS (BR), and 31 -36, 14 Apr EBCA (CBa, PM, BJ). Two Great -

tailed Grackle  reports were submitted where the species is a rare transi-

ent in the east. Ten were seen 12 Apr RMBS (Maria Buckner), and 1 on 28
April at Lake Lorraine  Jefferson (ph. Mark Sumner).

WARBLERS THROUGH BUNTINGS

Three early Ovenbird reports challenged
the second earliest arrivals this spring:
Twelve were counted 10 Apr Red Bridge
Road Christian (ph. DBI), 3, 11 Apr Big
Sugar Creek SP McDonald (DBI), and 1, 11
Apr Weldon Spring (Brian Prather). Late
season highs at banding stations were 24,
31 May MOFEP Site 1 Shannon, and 20,
30 May MOFEP Site 6 Reynolds (David
Hollie). A second earliest Worm -eating
Warbler record could be challenged when

Photo David Blevins
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a total 7 were heard, observed, and/or recorded 13 Apr Sugar Camp Road
Barry (aud. DBI, Barbara Blevins). Twenty -Nine Northern Waterthrush ,
present 29 Apr at EBCA sets a new second earliest high count for the state
(BJ, PM, Eric Wood). Four Blue -winged Warblers  were present 9 and 13
May Sugar Creek CA Adair (PK), and 2, 8 May Morris Prairie CA  Putnam
(Krista Noel); both counties where the species is rare. Despite record high
flooding in Missourids Swaithmearsds r&dareblee
ports, all but one from the Greer Spring Access Oregon stronghold: 1 -2, be-
tween 5 and 22 May (ph. DBI, Barbara Blevins, m. obs.), and 26 May Grubb
Hollow Carter (ph. Daniel Swoffard). Two reports tie the third earliest rec-

ord for Nashville Warbler , both single birds on 8 Apr. One at Three

Creeks CA Boone (Sarah Kendrick), and one at the Ellington home  Reynolds
(JR). Connecticut Warbler observations were of individual birds begin-

ning 15 May Weldon Spring (CMc, AR), 18 May Rock Bridge SP  Boone
(Greg Leonard), 20 May Runge Conservation Nature Center  Cole (aud. Aus-
tin Lambert), 21 May Columbia Audubon Bonnie View Nature Sanctuary
Boone (Joeseph Bieksza), and 22 May Cape Girardeau (Bill Eddleman). In
the north, Hooded Warbler s a rare transient. A lone bird was located 16
May Thousand Hills SP  Adair (ph. aud. PK), near the area one was seen
and photographed in 2016 (PK). Two Cape May Warblers , rare in the
west, a male and female were seen at Weston Bend SP Platte 13 May (Art
Weigand). The observation was bracketed by three checklists with Cape

May Warbler between 7 and 20 May from nearby  Johnson, Jefferson, and
Douglas Counties in Kansas. First arrivals were 1, 26 Apr Carondelet Park
(CMc, AR), and 1, 5 May St. Louis ( Bi | | Duncan). The seaso
29 May Sugar Creek CA Adair (PK). Outside the Ozarks, the rare Pine
Warbler is even scarcer in the west than in the east part Missouri. One

bird was found 1 Mar SOCA Vernon (PM, BJ); 1, 18 Mar Rocky Forks CA
Boone (Greg Leonard) and at the same location, 1, 13 May (Jean Leonatti,
Betsy Garrett); 1, 8 Apr Thousand Hills SP  Adair (Rachael Casey) and at
the same site 1, 13 May (PK); 1, 10 May Weston Bend SP  Platte (MM); 1, 20
May Hascall Creek bridge Ralls (AC, ph. aud. CG). A record -tying* high
count for Prairie Warbler ~ was set 15 May with a total of 25 Caney Moun-
tain CA Ozark (Judy Jedlicka) at a banding station. The species turned up

in several places in the north: 1 -2, were recorded between 23 Apr and 30
May Ralls (private; AC, CG); 1, 8 May Cuivre River SP  Lincoln (Bruce
Schuette); 2, 5 May, and 1, 8 May Mark Twain Lake  Monroe (AC); and two
singing males 13 May Thousand Hills Trail ~ Adair (ph. PK). Singles of this
species have occurred near this area beginning in 2008, and subsequently in
2010, 2012, and 2016. A male Western Tanager, studied for 40 minutes 4
May at the Northwest Parkway & Old Girl Scout Camp Buchanan (Tom
Nagel A) established the tenth state reco
eighth. Apparent Rose -breasted Grosbeak breeding pairs are rare south
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of the Ozarks border and in the northern Osage Plains. Two singing birds
were noted 29 May CBCA (BR), where they have been regular in summer in
recent years; 2, 28 May Animal Wonders Johnson (Dan Cowell, Varick Cow-
ell); while a tantalizing 2, 27 May at the Myron and Sonya Glassberg Fami-

ly CA Jefferson (Josh Uffman) featured a singing male, and chipping female,
which could indicate the farthest south the species has bred in modern

times. Three observations of Painted Bunting , casual outside the south-
west Ozarks, were made this season: 1, 10 May Forest Park  St. Louis City
(ph. Miles Tomlinson), another was banded 16 May Caney Mountain CA
Ozark (ph. Judy Jedlicka), and the last, 19 May Sand Pond CA  Ripley (aud.
TJ).

Observers - five or more citations:

Cornelius Allwood (CA), Chris Barrigar (CBa), David Blevins (DBI), Charley
Burwick (CBu), Ashley Casey (AC), Jeff Cantrell (JC), Cory Gregory (CG),
Eric Hough (EH), Brad Jacobs (BJ), Peter Kondrashov (PK), Pat Lueders
(PL), Debbie Martin (DM), Steve Martin (SM), Chrissy McClarren (CMc),
Paul McKenzie (PM), Marky Mutchler (MM), Mary, Nemecek (MN), Tom
Parmeter (TP), Andy Reago (AR), Mark Robbins (MR), David Rogles (DR),
Bill Rowe (BR), Jethro Runco (JR)

Abbreviations

*) documentation has not been received by the Mis
souri Bird Records Committee

(A) documentation has been received

(acc.) documentation has been accepted

ad. adult

aud. audio

CA Conservation Area

det. details

etal and others

imm. Immature

MDC Missouri Department of Conservation

m. obs. multiple observers

NFWR National Fish and Wildlife Refuge

NWR National Wildlife Refuge

MO Missouri

pers. comm. personal communication
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ph.
SP

TNC
vid.

Location Abbreviations:

Binder Lake
BKLCA
Bradford Farms

Busch
Carondelet Park
CBCA

County
CCNWR
DCCA

EBCA
FRCA

OSCA

Red Bridge Road
RMBS

RRSP
LBNWR

SLNWR

SOCA

Smithville Lake

photo

State Park

The Nature Conservancy
video

Binder Lake, Boone/Cole Counties
BK Leach, Lincoln County

University of Missouri Bradford Research Center,
Boone County

Busch Conservation Area, St. Charles County
Carondelet Park, St. Louis City
Columbia Bottom Conservation Area, St. Louis

Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge, Pike
County

Duck Creek Conservation Area, Bollinger/
Stoddard/Wayne Counties

Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area, Boone County

Four Rivers Conservation Area, Bates/Vernon
Counties

Otter Slough Conservation Area, Butler/Stoddard
Counties

Red Bridge Road, 4.6 mile, Christian County

Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St. Charles
County

Roaring River State Park, Barry County

Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge, Holt
County

Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Chariton/
Linn Counties

Schell-Osage Conservation Area, St. Clair/Vernon
Counties

Smithville Lake, Clay County

Taberville Taberville Prairie Conservation Area, St. Clair
County
TSCA Ted Shanks Conservation Area, Pike County
Pa gle9 2
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Weldon Spring Weldon Spring Conservation Area, St. Charles

County
TGP Tower Grove Park, St. Louis City
Wa h 6 Klam Wa h 6 Kl@mPrairie, Cedar/St. Clair Counties
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Guinan, P. (Apr 2017). April 2017 Weather and Its Impacts on Missouri.
Missouri Climate Center. Retrieved from: http://climate.missouri.edu/news/
arc/apr2017.php

Guinan, P. (May 2017). May 2017 Weather and Its Impacts on Missouri.
Missouri Climate Center. Retrieved from: http://climate.missouri.edu/news/
arc/may2017.php

Guinan, P. (Jun 2017). June 2017 Weather and Its Impacts on Missouri.
Missouri Climate Center. Retrieved from:
http://climate.missouri.edu/news/arc/jun2017.php
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A Bl RDERS® GUIDE TO MI SSOURI
Tom Nagel, Larry Lade, Mark Haas, Pat Lueders

Edge Wade, ed.

BLUFFWOODS CONSERVATION AREA

Tom Nagel, 2017

2,281 acres Buchanan Co. De Lorme 26, 3 -A

GPS: 39.622563,-94.9684482

Owned by MDC . For information call 816 -271-3100

Bluffwoods Conservation Area is on the Great Missouri Birding Trail. It is

in the northern part of the Audubon laton/Weston River Corridor Important
Bird Area. The Important Bird Areas Program (IBA) is an effort to identify

and conserve areas that are vital to birds and other biodiversity. This area
offers excellent opportunities to observe neo -tropical migrant forest birds,
many of which are uncommon to rare in northwestern Missouri.

Directions : From the intersection of U.S. Hwy. 59 south & State Hwy. U/
Alabama Street in the southwestern part of Saint Joseph, go 4.1 miles to
SW Bluff Road & turn left. When the road forks less than 0.1 miles from
Hwy. 59, stay to the right on SW Bluff Rd. 0.75 miles to SW Warnicks Rd.
and again stay right at this intersection. From SW Warnicks Rd., go anoth-
er 1.25 miles on SW Bluff Rd. to SW Bethel Rd. (As an alternative, SW
Bethel Rd. can be accessed more directly where it intersects US 59 3/10ths
of a mile west of its intersection with SW Bluff Rd. However, the US 59/SW
Bethel intersection is a sharp turn and rises at a fairly steep angle before
crossing the railroad.)

From the intersection of SW Bethel Rd. and SW Bluff Rd., either turn left
and go 0.6 miles to the entrance to the Forest Nature Trail parking lot
which will be ~0.2 miles from SW Bethel or, to get to the Kerlin Creek Pic-
nic Area, continue 1.5 miles on SW Bluff Rd. to CR 226 SW/Henman Rd.
and turn left. Go 0.6 miles on C R 226 SW/ Henman Rd. to 60 SW and turn
left. From this intersection, go 0.1 mile (crossing a small bridge) and turn
left into the Kerlin Creek Picnic Area parking lot.

Coming from the south on U.S. Hwy. 59, from the U.S. Hwy. 59 & State
Hwy. 116 intersection at Rushville, go 5.3 miles to CR 226 SW/Henman Rd.
or 6.5 miles to Bethel Rd., turn right, and follow the directions in the pre-
ceding paragraph. A note of caution: Almost immediately after turn-

ing off of US 59, both County Road 226 SW/Henman Road & Bethel

Road cross an active railroad crossing without signals. This rail-

road carries coal to the latan Power Plant to the south and is very

active. Use extreme caution before crossing.

ADA Information: Meadow Trail (.3 mile) and Prairie Trail (.2) are paved,
rated easy, and disabled accessible. See below for additional information.
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Parking lot names used in the following are as they are labeled on the 01/13
area map available at the Missouri Department of Conservation web site at

https://mdc.mo.gov/ . For a more direct i nk, Goc
tion Area Mapé & click on the map |link a
page.

When to Visit & What to Expect: One of the larger forest/woodland com-

plexes in the Missouri River bluffs north of Kansas City, roughly 3/4ths of

this area is forested with the remainder being a mix of small open grass-

lands, shrub lands & young forest. The bluffs are loess capped with a mix of

limestone and shale bedrock at their base. The area is heavily dissected by

a number of small, rock -bottomed, low flowing to intermittent streams and

has approximately 200 feet of vertical r
the apparent ruggedness of the area from the roads dissecting it, the areas

noted below offer low to moderate grade trails providing much easier access

than might at first be expected.

The best time to visit is during the spring and fall migration season, but
there are opportunities to view a few of these forest neotropical migrant
species during the nesting season from late May until mid July. Peak time
for migrating spring warblers is usually from late April through the middle
part of May.

Features of Interest to Birders . The Forest Nature Trail (parking lot E)
is accessed from Bethel Rd. in the northeastern part of the area. Itis a
paved trail starting at the parking lot and has three loops labeled as Prairie
Trail, Meadow Trail, and Bluff Trail on the area map. The first loop, Prairie
Trail, encircles a small planting of native grasses & wildflowers. The sec-
ond loop, Meadow Trail, encircles another small planting that is more
shrubby while the third loop, Bluff Trail, is primarily woodland and forest.

The first two loops are accessible to the disabled. They parallel or intersect
a rocky stream in several places and sometimes produce Winter Wens in the
late fall and late winter/early spring. The third loop has a slightly steeper
grade in places. Louisiana Waterthrush can be found here during spring
migration while Hermit Thrush occur intermittently from late fall through

early spring. Red -shouldered and Broad -winged Hawks as well as Pileated
Woodpeckers may broadcast their presence during the spring courtship sea-
son.

Kerlin Creek Picnic Area (parking lot A) and the lower part of Maple Falls
Trail (1.5 miles, rated difficult) are in the bottom of a deep valley and more
heavily forested than the Forest Nature Trail noted above. Maple Falls
Trail is a natural surface trail that is level to gently undulating, parallels
Kerlin Creek & splits at the bridge to start the first loop of this double loop
trail (as labeled on the area map, the second loop being the 1.5 mile Lone
Pine Trail). Scarlet Tanagers, Acadian Flycatchers, Kentucky & Northern
Parula warblers, and Wood Thrush have all been observed here during the
nesting season in June.

A part of the area less visited by most birders is a gated, graveled (at the
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time this is written) service road that goes out from parking lot B located on
Lewis School Rd. in the southern part of the area. There is a small stream
immediately past the gate. If it is passable (do not try to cross when flood-
ed), the service road, which is closed to private vehicles, goes approximately
a mile to the top of the hill. The first half  -mile is level to gently rolling while
the last half -mile is a moderate climb. The road corridor and associated
utility line corridor (two lines on standard poles, not high voltage lines) are

20 to 30 yards wide. Beyond a small field shortly after crossing the stream
at the gate, it is mostly forested on both sides on the lower slopes transition-
ing to a younger aged woodland with scattered openings on top of the ridge.

The areas around parking lots C & D on Lewis School Rd. and the roughly
1 mile of small stream that parallels the road between these two lots also
offers good birding opportunities.

Parking lot F is located in the northeast corner of the area off of SW
Warnicks Rd., 1 mile from its intersection with SW Bluff Rd. The area
around this parking lot is deeply forested, heavily dissected & looks like it
would offer excellent warbler possibilities during spring migration.

Toilets : Privies (pit toilets) accessible to the disabled are located at the
Kerlin Creek & Forest Nature Trail parking lots and noted on the area map.

Camping : There is a primitive camping area at parking lot C in the south
central part of the area. Another primitive camping area, available by spe-
cial use permit only, is available off of Bethel Rd. in the northern part of the
area.

Other Facilities  : There is a picnic shelter at the Forest Nature Trail
(parking lot E, and picnic tables near the Kerlin Creek Picnic Area parking
lot (parking lot A).

Nearby Birding Sites : Located in the Missouri River flood plain, the four
oxbow lakes described below can at times be productive for waterfowl,
shorebirds, grebes, gulls, terns, herons, loons, etc. during spring and fall
migration.

Horseshoe Lake is on the west side of US 59 on the south side of Pettet

Road approximately 1.75 miles north of this area. Muskrat Lake is about ¥2
mile further west of Horseshoe Lake along 41 stRd. Both of these abandoned
Missouri River channel lakes are on private land but visible from nearby

public roads. Please do not trespass!

Lake Contrary, another Missouri River oxbow lake, is about 4.5 miles north
of Bluffwoods. There is some public access on the northeast and north side
of this lake but the majority of its shore is private.

Lewis & Clark SP, yet another oxbow lake, is about 9 miles to the southwest
of Bluffwoods. South of Rushville, MO at the intersection of US 59 (which
goes to Atchison, Kansas) and MO 45, proceed 1 mile south to on MO 45 to
Lakecrest Blvd., turn right and go about 3/4ths of a mile to the park.

Pagled 6 THE BLUEBI RD



Ry P i) sureld SOV €9
ALNNOD NVNVHONE

w | |X3NNV IVIHOWSW T13G00S | |
llw ” g VO saoomdinie

vee,  TWNWL 9 o = L T 1o oyEIg 8y} j0
ST —— e
H &) Fvos >
5 8
v 5° S o 21 wi
L (e moren o] =
> 3 b J )
C - - % i
£ Pa : by
) ) Vel
M L4
~
"

S3HOV 1822
ALNNOD NYNVHONE

’ \\...\: maenmos g IHY NOILVAHISNOD
Lt saoom4d4ng

THE BLUEBI RD

| Pages 7



DONALDSON POINT CONSERVATION AREA
Mark Haas, July 2017

5,945 acres, New Madrid Co., DeLorme 68,1 -5
GPS: 36.555562, -89.418403

MDC owned. For information, call 573 -290-5730

Donal dson Point CA is within Audubonds S
|l mportant Bird Area and in MDCds River B
ty Geography

Directions: From New Madrid, take Highway WW east. Go 4.5 miles and
turn right on County Road 404 to enter the west side of the area. Or contin-
ue past CR 404 for three miles and turn right on Highway AB to enter the
east side of the area.

ADA Information  : The best birding by vehicle is on eleven miles of county
and MDC roads and at eight parking lots. Two of the lots overlook lakes

and one provides a good view of the Mississippi River. The remainder of the
lots are in the forest interior. There are no ADA facilities on this conserva-
tion area.

When to visit/species to expect: This area is definitely under -birded,
with nearly half of the weeks of the year lacking data. Late summer and

fall are especially under -represented. Any time of year can be good for
woodland birds. Expect all of the resident woodpeckers year -round and
Yellow -bellied Sapsuckers in winter. Also in winter, look for Hermit

Thrush, Winter Wren, kinglets, and Yellow -rumped Warbler. Fall and win-
ter are probably excellent for waterfowl, given the flat waters on the area
and being surrounded by the Mississippi. But only nine duck species have
been reported here fi surely a result of the light birding activity at this

time.

In summer, expect Least Terns, Mississippi Kites, and all of the resident

wood!l and vireos and flycatchers. Also, vy
notary Warbler, American Redstart, and Yellow -throated Warbler. Swain-
sonds Warbler was found here in the past

since 2008. Only 17 warbler species have been seen here and 11 of those
are summer residents. Other migrants are certainly stopping at this vast,
wooded area, but have been missed due to minimal birding effort.

Among the year -round residents are Black Vulture, Bald Eagle, and possi-
bly Fish Crow (more data needed).

Features of interest to birders: This area is at the north end of Don-
aldson Point, which is formed by a loop of the Mississippi River. The river
forms the east and west boundaries of the area, with seven miles of river
frontage. Construction of a levee along the north side of the area created
several water bodies of various sizes that total 92 acres. There are about
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275 acres of crop land; the remainder of the area is bottomland forest.

There are eleven miles of county and MDC roads to travel on the area. From
Highway WW, County Road 404 starts in agricultural fields with the poten-
tial for open -land birds. Then it climbs atop the levee to give you elevated
views of forest, water, and more ag fields. From CR 404, take Area Road #1
to the Dawson Hole parking lot, which has nearby water, thickets, and ma-
ture forest. This mix of habitats makes for an excellent variety of bird possi-
bilities.

Continue on #1, which parallels the Mississippi and offers your best views of
the river. Then the road turns left and becomes Road #3 and into the forest.
Stop where it crosses the Tressle Hole. This can be another bird -rich loca-
tion. Nearby, you may also be rewarded by walking the short path to the
Round Hole.

As you drive CR 404 eastbound atop the levee, be watching for water birds

on your right. Stop at the Conran Dike Hole for a closer look. The long Bow-

man Hole offers more water bird possibilities. There are places to walk down

the |l evee to the waterdés edge. You wildl
aldson Point, but some shorebirds could be attracted to the margins of holes

and sloughs. However, scanning the waters can be very productive for

ducks, herons, and egrets.

Although it traverses the forest, County Road 405 has roadside thickets that

are some of the best sparrow habitat on the area. From CR 405, you can

drive a mile into the forest interior on Area Road #6 and all the woodland

birds you might see. I f youdre ready for
#9, which is gated but leads a half mile to the river. And be sure to explore

the short Road #13 that goes to a river slough. For more walking in the

woods, there are seven trails totaling eight miles. Most are accessed from

CR 405.

Picnic Areas: none

Toilets: none

Camping: There is a primitive camping area with picnic tables and fire
rings.

Hazards/Limitations: During seasonal flooding, some portions of the area
may not be accessible. All public use is prohibited when the Mississippi Riv-
er is at or above 34 feet on the New Madrid gauge https://
waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/uv?site_no=07024175

The area is heavily used during the spring turkey season and the fall fire-
arms deer season.

Nearby Birding Sites: Seven Island CA*, Big Oak Tree State Park*, Ten
Mile Pond CA*.
*Sites with Birdersd Guides
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LAKE CONTRARY
Tom Nagel and Larry Lade, 2017

320 acres (includes lake and associated marshes and mudflats around shore-
line) Buchanan Co.

GPS: 39.719876, -94.904397

Photo Tom Nagel

Buchanan County owns the boat ramp, beach area, and Gasper Landing
public fishing access while the rest of the shoreline is privately owned; the
lake itself is considered waters of the state.

Lake Contrary is in the northern part of the Audubon laton/Weston River
Corridor Important Bird Area. The Important Bird Areas Program (IBA) is

an effort to identify and conserve areas that are vital to birds and other bio-
diversity. An abandoned oxbow of the Missouri River, this site is used by
loons and grebes, cormorants, wading birds, swans and geese, diving and
dabbling ducks, gulls and terns, a variety of shorebirds during migration

and during the nesting season when the lake is high, and several uncommon
marsh birds at the west end of the lake.

Directions: At the intersection of U.S. Highway 59 and State Route U /
Alabama Street in the southwestern part of Saint Joseph, go west on Route
U / Alabama Street 1.25 miles. Route U / Alabama Street makes a sharp

left at this point, where you will want to turn right on Southwest Lakefront
Lane West instead. Go 0.7 miles to the Lake Contrary boat ramp and beach,
which will be on your left. Though the boat ramp is open year round, the
gate to the adjacent beach area will be closed and locked during the colder
parts of the year.
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Gasper Landing is small public fishing access cooperatively provided by Bu-
chanan County, the Lake Contrary Development Association, and the Mis-
souri Department of Conservation. It has 3 jetties and is on the left side of
SW Lake Front Lane West 1.3 miles past the beach area.  When the lake
level is relatively high, Southwest Nelson Road, a graveled county road to
the left 0.6 miles past Gasper Landing, offers views of wetlands at the west
end of Lake Contrary.

The majority of the rest of the lake shore is privately owned. Occasional
vacant lots along the way offer open views to the lake. However, birders
should avoid giving local property owners the wrong impression and not look
for birds out on the lake through occupied lots with houses.

ADA Information: The fishing jetties at Gasper landing on the north
shore of the lake are accessible to the disabled. The lake is easily viewed
from a vehicle at the boat ramp and beach parking lots.

When to Visit and What to Expect: This can be an excellent area during
spring migration. Fall migration can also be good, though the lower sun
angle makes viewing birds on the lake more challenging at this time of the
year. The abundance and variety of birds can vary greatly day to day de-
pending on activity on and around the lake, weather patterns, the lake level
(which is influenced by the level of the Missouri River immediately adjacent
to the northern lake shore behind the levee, an area that is privately owned
with no public access), recent rains, and how much water is being pumped
into the lake by the local property owners association from an outlet near
the boat ramp. Depending on whether the area is in an overall drought or
wet cycle, the mix of open water, shallow water and mudflat habitat in and
around the lake can also vary greatly.

Rare to uncommon species for this part of the state include red -breasted

merganser, common loon, horned grebe, least bittern, osprey, willet, Caspi-

an tern, Bonaparteds gheddddplackbad; andgreatr-e n, vy
tailed grackle. Hundreds to sometimes over 1,000 American white pelicans

rest here during spring migration.

Features of Interest to Birders: The deepest part of the lake is
from the boat ramp to Gasper Landing. In drought years, extensive mud
flats may form in the shallower parts of the lake. When the lake level is
high, best marsh viewing is on the west end of the lake.

Viewing from the boat ramp and beach area along the northeastern shore of
the lake is best in the morning. Strong back and side lighting makes it more
difficult in the afternoon and evening and, especially on warmer days, hu-
man activity can pick up as the day progresses. When drought cycles occur
during the migration season, exposed mudflats along the shoreline offers
shorebird viewing opportunities, though they can be highly variable day to
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day.

During wet years, emergent marsh occurs on both sides of SW Nelson Road
at the west end of the lake. East of SW Nelson, the marsh is in the shallow-
er area of the lake basin itself, while on the west side an approximately 10
acre marsh develops on private land. In drought cycles, the private land
west of SW Nelson Road is farmed and the west end of the lake basin dries
up.

Toilets: The restroom at the beach area is closed during most of the spring
and fall migration, usually being open from around mid  -May until around
Labor Day when the beach is more heavily used. Facilities are available at
convenience stores and fast food restaurants near the intersection of U.S.
Highway 59 and Route U / Alabama Street.

Camping and Picnicking: There is no camping around the lake. There is
a picnic area across the road from the beach.

Hazards/Limitations : None. All viewing is from parking lots and roads,
limiting exposure to poison ivy, ticks, etc.

Nearby Birding Sites: The 40 acre Kneib Conservation Area is about ¥4
mile south of the west end of Lake Contrary. Bounded on the north by SW

Nelson Road and on the east by SW 43rd Road, there is a small parking lot
near the northeast corner of the area. There are no toilet facilities.

Muskrat Lake and Horseshoe Lake, both lakes in the abandoned Missouri
River channel and on private land visible from nearby public roads, are
about 3 to 3 %2 miles south of Lake Contrary. Viewing from the county road
only -- please do not trespass.

Bluffwoods Conservation Area, one of the larger blocks of upland forest in
the Missouri River bluff line north of Kansas City, is on the east side of U.S.
Highway 59 about 5 miles south of the U.S.

Highway 59 and State Route U / Alabama Street intersection is an excellent
area for a number of neotropical migrant forest birds that are uncommon to
rare in this part of the state.

The Old Girl Scout Camp Area along the Northwest Parkway in north cen-
tral Saint Joseph offers about 45 acres of upland oak -hickory forest. In the
spring, it can produce a variety of warblers and other migrant songbirds

from late April until mid  -May.

Jentel Brees Access is on the Missouri River about 3 miles to the south

southwest. During the nesting season, it sometimes produces red -headed
woodpecker s, bl ue grosbeaks, and Bell 6s
ry and the river levee % mile to the west.
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WASHINGTON STATE PARK
Pat Lueders, 2017

Washington Co. 2,157.57 acres DelLorme 28, 4-E
GPS: 38.0855809,-90.675313
DNR owned; see Missouri State Parks website

Washington State Park is an eBird hotspot, 128 species.

Photo Pat Lueders

Park development began in the early 1930s with the work of Company 1743,
an African -American company of the Civilian Conservation Corps. Their
stonework is visible throughout in buildings, on trails and roadsides.

Directions:  The park is in the central eastern part of the state one hour
south of St. Louis on Hwy. 21,about 14 miles northeast of Potosi, five miles
south of De Soto. Gas is available at the park entrance.

ADA Information: Rugged terrain can be expected on all trails. Birders
with limited walking ability will find reasonably good birding from parking
lots and near picnic shelters and the boat launch. The campground roads
allow birding with a minimum traffic flow.

When to Visit/Species to Expect:
Spring : A variety of thrushes and warblers have been sighted during mi-
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