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Dear MBS members,  

MBS continues in its 121st year as 

a vibrant statewide, independent, 

all-volunteer organization of bird 

enthusiasts sharing information 

about birds and birding and 

supporting conservation efforts 

benefitting all Missouri wildlife.  

Our future depends on volunteers 

coming forward to maintain and 

improve our services to members 

and all Missouri birders. 

Some very special people have 

given many hours of service in 

recent times.  Most of their 

contributions happen behind the 

scenes.  I draw your attention to: 

Kevin Wehner who keeps the website functional and improved, 

relays questions and information, edits the monthly eNews, mentors 

others in their volunteer jobs, and much more; 

Greg Leonard who, as membership chair, keeps up with the tasks 

of that job (with a membership total that is higher than any time 

since I joined in the mid 1990s), collects, sorts and forwards the 

mail, and supplies other things (like bookmarks & window stickers) 

as needed; 

Lottie Bushmann who picks up, stuffs and mails the printed 

Bluebirds, and has worked to arrange workshops; 

Tommy Goodwin who, as treasurer, keeps track of our income and 

expenses, and writes the checks; 

Allen Gathman , editor, who continues to produce an excellent 

journal meeting the needs and expectations of our varied 

membership, and collects data for SPARKS & CACHE participation;   

Phil Wire , secretary, who reminds us what decisions the board 

made when and why, and monitors the MBS Facebook page; 

Bill Eddleman , past president, who faithfully stuck with the 

lengthy, convoluted name change legal process, and who is 

monitoring the effects of highway improvements on the MDC-owned 
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Kelso nature sanctuary in Cape Girardeau; 

Dana Ripper and MRBO who have provided Zoom hosting for our 

meetings and workshops; 

Susan Hazelwood and David Scheu who keep Mobirds-L running 

smoothly; 

Gail Gagnon and June Newman who post items for MBS to 

Facebook groups;  

The members of the Missouri Bird Records Committee , a 

standing committee of MBS, who monitor bird sightings, review 

documentations and update the annotated checklist to ensure that 

Missouri’s bird occurrence database is accurate and current; and 

All MBS Board Members , who work to make things happen, 

considering, discussing, voting and acting on the matters brought 

before them. 

Thank these folk when you run into them out birding. 

 

The 73 attendees of the 2022 Spring Meeting based at Bunker Hill 

Retreat went home smiling, well-fed, with memories shared by 

renewed and new birding companions.  The field trip options 

included three to the Brown-headed Nuthatch release sites and 

provided many with their life looks at this charming species.  

Special thanks go to the committee who worked to make the meeting 

successful:  Steve Paes, Cindy Bridges, Bruce Beck, and Reva Dow.   

See the Spring Meeting article on page 73 for details. 

Our contributions to conservation/habitat improvement/education 

partnership projects so far this year have helped fund Loess Bluffs 

NWR infrastructure improvements, MOTUS tower placements, 

Missouri River Relief Adventure Camp, and United Community 

Builder’s Club Kid Connect Nature Camp.  GLADE funding was 

returned because the 2022 session cannot be held. 

See the record of our partnership project contributions at https://

mobirds.org/Conservation/ 

We’ve co-sponsored several identification workshops in recent 

months.  The warbler identification workshop video presented by Dr. 

Sara Morris was available only to registrants.  “Polyglottal 

Passerines” by Rich Hoyer, “Shorebirds” by Pete Monacell, and 

“Flycatchers of Missouri” by Tim Barksdale, along with previous 

workshops, are on the MBC website at https://mobirds.org/ASM/

Videos.aspx . This column has taken far longer to write than it 

https://mobirds.org/Conservation/
https://mobirds.org/Conservation/
https://mobirds.org/ASM/Videos.aspx
https://mobirds.org/ASM/Videos.aspx
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should.  That’s what happens when the computer is next to windows 

looking out on an array of eight feeders.  Today’s attractions/

distractions include Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, eight Rose-

breasted Grosbeaks, two Baltimore and one Orchard Oriole, White-

crowned and Lincoln’s Sparrows, a Red-breasted Nuthatch, and 

Cedar Waxwings among the “usual suspects”.  Ain’t spring in 

Missouri grand?!!  

 

The 2022 MBS Fall Meeting will be held in Columbia September 23-

25.  Details will be shared as plans are finalized.  I’m looking for 

someone to put in charge of weather for the weekend.  See you there! 

 

 

Red-breasted Nuthatch, Jackson, Cape Girardeau Co 20 Jan 2019 

Photo Mark Haas 
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Subscribe to the MOBIRDS Listserv!  

 

If you are curious about what birds are being seen around Missouri, have a 

question about a bird, enjoy sharing your birding experiences, want to 

know what field trips are coming up, want to meet other birders online, the 

MBS sponsored MOBIRDS listserv is for you.  

 

Join the active Missouri birding community by subscribing. 

Subscribe here:  

https://po.missouri.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=MOBIRDS-L&A=1 

 

Please note that MBS members are NOT automatically subscribed to the 

listserv. You must subscribe yourself by going to the link above. 

 

Also, all listserv posts are retained in a searchable archive: 

https://po.missouri.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=MOBIRDS-L 
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Remember, new members are our future. If a new member lives 

near you, say, “Howdy and welcome to MBS.” In addition, recruit 

another new member. Welcome to these 32 new MBS  

members in the 2nd quarter of 2022!  

 

Emma Buckingham    Columbia, MO  

Alex Marine     Hollister, MO  

Philip Eager     St. Louis, MO  

Joyce Arbogast    St. Louis, MO  

Marlyn Whitney    Columbia, MO  

Susan Rohrmeier    Parkville, MO  

Nancy Bedan     Columbia, MO  

George Siede     Webster Groves, MO  

Linda Karns     Columbia, MO  

Bruce Fraser     Lesterville, MO  

Ellen Harmon    High Ridge, MO  

Richard Thom    Jefferson City, MO  

Daniel Schneider    Eureka, MO  

Jonah Eckels     St. Louis, MO  

Jay Johnston     Jefferson City, MO  

Jamie McGuire    Saint Louis, MO  

James Guldin     Springfield, MO  

Anne Horton     Manchester, MO  

Chet Mackiewicz    Richland, MO  

Suze Stark     St. Louis, MO  

Rachel Bormann    St. Louis, MO  

Susan Hagan     Annapolis, MO  

Mary Kish     Maryville, MO  

Kimberley Johnson    Raymore, MO  

Dori Umlauf     St. Peters, MO  

Laura Vandenberk    St. Charles, MO  

Judith Portnoy    St. Louis, MO  

Barb Thach     St. Louis, MO  

Earl Bradfield    Clayton, MO  

Glenda Friesen    Lee’s Summit, MO 

Robert Baird     Springfield, MO  

Katy Mueller     Ferguson, MO  

WE WELCOME OUR NEW MBS MEMBERS!  
Greg Leonard  



 

 

Page 71 THE BLUEBIRD 

On Sunday my heart sank when I learned from a 2020 Kansas City 

Star obituary that Duane Kelly had passed.  The world has lost a 

great humanitarian.   

 

During the late 1950s at the University of Missouri, Columbia, 

Duane and I roomed in the same home, owned by our mutual friend, 

future ornithologist David Snyder.  We both participated in sports, 

and Duane was the outstanding half-miler for the MU track team.  

Duane graduated in 1959 with BS and MA degrees.   

 

Duane was a spiritual conservationist, environmentalist, and 

ecologist, and was on the Conservation Federation of Missouri’s 

Board of Directors for over 50 years.  He started and taught ecology 

courses at Northeast High School in Kansas City from 1962 to 1993, 

and originated an Ecology Club at the school.   

 

As a life-long educator and activist, he served as Vice-President of 

the Missouri Birding Society (then Audubon Society of Missouri) in 

1969-1970, and as President of the Missouri chapter of the Nature 

Conservancy in the 1970s.  Although his poor eyesight prevented 

him from becoming a hard-core birder, he was a champion for avian 

conservation.   

 

When Duane arrived for our Maryville Christmas Bird Count, his 

outfit of shorts and a short-sleeved shirt always attracted my 

students’ attention.  Being one-eighth Cherokee, he was tough! 

Duane and his wife Cosette were adventurers of the wilderness, and 

they visited me when I was working as a seasonal Ranger-

Naturalist at Big Bend National Park in the late 1960s.  We floated 

the turbulent Rio Grande through Santa Elena Canyon, escaped a 

near drowning at the rock slide, and avoided a treacherous cliff fall 

in Fern Canyon in nearby Mexico.  Duane was always there to help, 

In Memoriam: Duane Kelly  

Past Vice -President of MBS  
David Easterla  
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and it was an adventure I will never forget.   

 

Duane and Cosette loved to canoe, and I first paddled with them 

during the early 1960s on the Missouri River from St. Joseph to 

Kansas City – what a blast.  They also canoed many of the Ozark 

streams, including the Current, Jack’s Fork, and Eleven Point, as 

well as raft trips on the Colorado River in the Grand Canyon.   

 

If you don’t remember Duane Kelly, he was the one with the long, 

shaggy, white beard, sometimes dressed like a Biblical character.  

Despite appearances, Duane was perhaps ahead of his time.  His 

vision of saving humanity and all the diversity of living organisms 

was by curbing the human population boom.  Of course he was 

correct, and shared much in common with the beliefs of past 

presidential candidate Al Gore.  Duane never wavered from his 

message that the world’s human population had exceeded its 

carrying capacity, and for the sake of all life, population growth 

should stop.  We as birders can relate to this as avian habitats of the 

woodlands, grasslands, prairies, and marshes continue to be lost to 

human expansion.  Unfortunately, our feathered friends often suffer 

the most.   

 

I last saw Duane and Cosette at my retirement party in Maryville in 

2013.  Despite his medical condition, he drove from Kansas City to 

Maryville and immediately gave me and my students a number of 

environmental books including ones by John Neihardt, and Silent 

Spring by Rachel Carson.  

 

Over the last 60+ years, not only did Duane and I share many 

adventures, Duane and Cosette supported me and many other 

individuals in research in the fields of wildlife, ecology, and 

conservation.  Duane, we will miss you; any attempt to fill your 

shoes in the “Mother Nature” field will be difficult to achieve.   
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“It’s so good to see you!”  How many times did we hear that at the 

MBS Spring Meeting?  And the smiles…at seeing long-time friends, 

greeting new faces, seeing a “special” bird… Let’s just say if a smile 

can light up a room, we had enough to light up all of Shannon 

County. 

 

The 2022 MBS Spring Meeting was special in so many ways.  We 

had held only virtual, Zoom-based meetings with limited field trip 

offerings since September 2019 at Camp Clover Point, when the vote 

was held to change the organization’s name from Audubon Society of 

Missouri.  This spring was our first in-person gathering as members 

of the Missouri Birding Society.  Now fully vaccinated, many felt 

more open to companionship amid the continuing Covid-19 

pandemic. 

 

And it was a return to Bunker Hill Retreat on the banks of the 

Jack’s Fork River—a scheduled return, as the society voted to hold 

spring meetings there on a three-year rotation after the first 

meeting at the site in 2016.  Managers Greg and Mary Howell 

welcomed us with pristine cabins, a well-trained staff serving hearty 

meals, and grounds full of Ozark wildflowers and birds.  We were 

looking forward to the next visit even before we left.  At least three 

people on separate occasions suggested we hold a fall meeting there, 

too.  We’re seeking feedback about that suggestion.  Please weigh in 

with your thoughts. 

 

Friday evening began with a welcome to the meeting by Spring 

Meeting committee chair Steve Paes and MBS vice president Edge 

Wade.  The program was “State of the Organization,” featuring 

presentations by the volunteers whose contributions of time and 

expertise keep MBS functioning.  Their descriptions of what they do 

provided attendees with a good understanding of the solid status of 

MBS and an appreciation of what it takes to keep it that way. 

 

2022 Spring MBS Meeting  

Edge Wade  
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Saturday’s keynote speaker was Jeff Briggler, MDC’s State 

Herpetologist.  He kept us spellbound with information about 

hellbenders, their presence in Missouri streams and projected 

extirpation.  His descriptions, photos, and videos of the years of 

studying hellbenders, searching suitable habitat for nests, providing 

artificial nests, and monitoring in cold spring-fed rivers earned the 

respect of the audience for a career of dedicated professional activity 

to save a species.  Thank you, Jeff. 

Field trips included favorite sites of previous years:  Greer Spring, 

Big Spring, Peck Ranch, Blue Spring, Alley Spring, McCormack 

Lake, Sims Valley Lake, and around our Bunker Hill base.  Leaders 

were Steve Paes, Allen Gathman, Lottie Bushmann, Mike Grant, 

Greg Leonard, Bruce Beck, Bill Eddleman, Cindy Bridges and 

Kendell Loyd.  Birds seen were an impressive range of warblers, 

including the highly sought after Swainson’s, good looks at 

Philadelphia Vireos, bouncing Bobolinks, newly arrived orioles, 

grosbeaks and glowing Indigo Buntings.   

 

But the hands-down favorite trips were those to the Brown-headed 

Nuthatch reintroduction sites led by Reva Dow, Steve Paes, and 

Shelby Timm.  Many got their life look at the diminutive fluffballs in 

the shortleaf pines as this species returns to Missouri, thanks to the 

project led by MBS member and former State Ornithologist, Sarah 

Jeff Briggler.  Photo Mike Grant 
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Kendrick.  Participants 

learned that 21 eggs have 

been found in the monitored 

nests; one nest has 

hatchlings, and they are 

being tended by an unbanded 

parent that is the offspring of 

the first batch of reintroduced 

birds.  Welcome back to 

Missouri, squeakers.  Live 

long and prosper, little ones! 

 

The weekend wrap-up began 

with a tasty meal of grass-fed 

corned beef sandwiches and 

sides (including those 

innocent looking pucker-

producing pickles) prepared 

and served by Dana Ripper.  

Our tally of a total of 142 

species was conducted on the new giant checklist board produced by 

the combined efforts of Kevin Wehner and Jennifer Pederson.  

 

Several homeward-bound birders topped off the bird intensive action 

with slight detours to get a look at the state’s second record Brown 

Booby in a westside Lake of the Ozarks cove. 

 

 

 

 

Bodacious birding, 

indeed!  

 

 

 

 

Brown-headed Nuthatch, 30 Apr 2022, Carter 

County.  Photo Mike Grant 

Alley Spring Field Trip, 30 Apr 2033.  

Photo Allen Gathman 
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On December 6 2021, the winds and cold temperatures were looking 

good for a quality duck hunt. My brother Oliver and I both thought 

these conditions might drive some new ducks in, so we took a chance 

and decided to try our luck in Sandy Slough CA that afternoon. We 

spent the morning packing the car with equipment, picking the right 

decoys to bring, and loading our blind bags with snacks. Full of 

excitement, we left our house around noon and headed to the 

Winfield Lock and Dam parking lot. 

 

We unloaded the car, and started the 1.2 mile hike down the gravel 

trail in waders hauling a sled with 3 dozen decoys, 2 mojos, a .12 

gauge shotgun, and a box of shells. We arrived to the spot with 

aching bodies. The work wasn’t over yet, though. We had to get 

ourselves and our equipment through about 80 yards of swampy 

buttonbush, and then through a small amount of woods to arrive at 

our spot in the slough. In this marsh, you never know when a 

sinkhole will come up so we had to just take things slow, and not 

ruin the trip by taking a wrong step and filling our waders. Luckily, 

after many times hunting here, we had carved a path through the 

swamp which made this trip a little easier. 

 

Finally, after a half hour of work to get there, we were sitting in our 

spot with decoys set up in the peaceful calm of nature waiting for 

ducks to fly. We were positioned in Ox Pond, which is the widest 

section in the southern portion of Sandy Slough. Sparse amounts of 

buttonbush were our hide, so even small movements from us would 

send any ducks circling. We would come to find out that it wouldn’t 

matter though. We didn’t see a single duck all afternoon; we were 

shocked and disappointed. 

 

Feeling defeated, we started to load all of our equipment into the 

sled to make the journey back. It was already after sunset, and 

getting darker by the minute as we packed up. It took us 10 minutes 

before we were out of the woods and back into the marsh. The marsh 

seemed thicker in the dark and harder to cross, but as we were 

tromping through, some odd feathered creature flushed out of the 

marsh, flying awkwardly before landing back in close to some 

buttonbush. 

A December Least Bittern  
Henry Gorski  
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We could only make out the silhouette of the clumsy, dangly long-

legged bird. To be totally honest, what it actually was didn’t cross 

my mind at first. Full of curiosity, we walked up to the button bush 

slowly trying to get a better look. We crept slowly as we approached 

the spot where the bird went down, but it wasn’t popping up even 

when we were only about six feet away from where it went down. 

But as I stepped into the spot where it landed, it jumped up into the 

Button Bush. We knew what it was right then, and frankly, could 

not believe it. A very rare Least Bittern that was the only state 

record in the months of December-February, according to eBird.  

 

At the moment, the excitement couldn’t really set in because we had 

absolutely no way to get proof of this bird to document it. It was too 

dark for any camera without flash to get a shot off, and it obviously 

wasn’t making any noise so I couldn’t record its sound. We decided 

to both go into the button bush that it had hopped farther back into, 

turn on the flash in our phone cameras, and try to get a shot that 

way. It somehow worked and the bird let us get within three feet! 

We managed to get a few poor phone photos, and got out of there 

leaving it unalarmed. In my few years of being into birding, this is 

in my top experiences that I won’t forget. 

 

[This sighting was accepted by the MBRC as the latest fall record of 

Least Bittern; see MBRC report, The Bluebird 89:1, March 2022 – 

ed.] 

Least Bittern, Winfield Dam, 6 Dec 2021.  Photo Oliver Gorski 
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Pete Monacell and I enjoy birding together, and on 23 Nov. 2021, we 

decided to travel to Truman Reservoir in Benton County, MO to look 

for unusual gulls and loons. We made a few stops at access points 

and decided to view the north side of the reservoir off Hwy. 83 south 

of Whitakerville. No sooner had we got out of Pete’s truck when we 

heard the soft meowing of a kitten coming from a hole in the cliffside 

on the north side of the road. We looked up to see a small black and 

white male kitten waddle down the embankment towards us. The 

kitten was friendly, obviously seeking companionship and likely food 

from anyone who would stop by the roadside.  

 

Given the kitten was clean, healthy, and extremely friendly, it was 

obvious that it had been someone’s housecat that was dumped along 

the roadside, probably earlier the same day. There were no houses 

around for a few miles, and the location where we found him was 

exactly the kind of place someone would dump a cat. Sure, we didn’t 

want another cat hunting birds, but we were also very concerned 

that he would be hit by a car. This seemed likely to happen, and he 

even darted out into the road once while we were there. Both being 

cat owners, we decided that we could not leave the kitten on the 

highway and put him in the truck where we could watch him.  

 

We had to give him a name, so considering the fortunate set of 

circumstances, we decided to call him “Lucky.” Lucky roamed all 

over the inside of the truck as well as crawling in our laps and on 

our shoulders. Initially we thought that we could keep Lucky in the 

truck while we continued birding and eventually take him to a 

shelter. Within the first few minutes it was obvious that we needed 

to get Lucky to a shelter sooner than we had anticipated, and would 

have to abort our birding trip.  

 

Benton County does not have an animal shelter. The closest one is 

in Clinton, which is in Henry County and 35 miles from our location. 

Since Benton County does not have a shelter, Pete suggested we 

A Lucky Day of Birding  
Paul McKenzie  
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might as well take him to the Jefferson City shelter in Cole County. 

Both the Jefferson City and Clinton shelters are no-kill facilities. 

 

Pete was confident that the Jefferson City shelter would take the 

kitten, so we headed in that direction. Pete stopped at a convenience 

store and purchased food and water for Lucky. Lucky ate and drank 

and then provided lots of entertainment as we headed towards 

Jefferson City.  

 

He would alternate between meowing, wandering all over us and the 

inside of the truck, and sleeping (Fig. 1). We arrived at the shelter 

about 1.5 hrs later and Pete took Lucky inside, only to discover that 

the shelter would only take stray animals from within Cole County. 

Now “What should we do?” we discussed. We both already have 

three cats and could not add another one to our household. Pete 

temporarily put Lucky in his basement while he called other 

shelters to see if they would take him.  

 

Fig. 1. Lucky taking a nap on his way to Jefferson City. Photo Paul McKenzie  
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The Clinton Shelter (C.A.R.E- Clinton Animal Rescue Endeavor) 

agreed to take Lucky, not only because he is a friendly cat, but also 

because they are the closest shelter to where he was found in Benton 

County. They were not obligated to do this, since Lucky was not 

picked up in Clinton or through Clinton Animal Control, and it was 

excellent community service for them to have accepted him. 

 

We are sure Lucky was adopted and made a wonderful pet for a very 

fortunate owner, but we hope that he will be an inside cat. Despite 

having to abort our birding trip, finding Lucky a home and removing 

him from the wild where he could be yet another predator on birds 

was a much higher priority. It should be noted that cat owners 

should keep their cats inside. Loss et al. (2013) conducted a 

thorough analysis of the impact of free-ranging domestic cats on 

birds and mammals in the U.S. and estimated that cats kill an 

estimated 2.4 billion birds and 12.3 mammals annually! 
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It’s May in Missouri, the month for seeing the butterflies of the bird 

world: warblers.  

 

The first warbler back tends to be the Yellow-Rumped Warbler, 

nicknamed “Butterbutt”.  Our first spring sighting of it is very 

pleasing, as it is a handsome warbler and is an indicator of the 

upcoming variety arriving — with many species staying just long 

enough to give us a treasured, but passing, pleasure. 

 

As various species of trees begin flowering, and their buds begin 

opening with the unfolding of new leaves, the warblers, our tiny 

treetop acrobats, unknowingly play hide and seek with us, oblivious 

to our straining necks and eyes. 

 

During the preceding weeks, the “Marsh Madness” of migrating 

waterfowl has peaked, and their vibrant colors and elaborate 

displays have now left us, to be replaced with a variety of passerines 

back from their warmer wintering grounds in the south.  “FOY”, as 

noted in our eBird comments, hints at our excitement for the 

renewed viewing of each returning species. 

 

As we begin making our escape into the forests, scanning the 

treetops for movement, we see other people who would rather opt for 

seeing the “hiding in plain sight” terrestrial sponges among the leaf 

litter.  Evidently, they view the feast for the belly as more 

compelling than the feast for the eyes that exists above them.  I will 

admit, they are not wrong in their well-grounded pursuits — for one 

thing, they avoid “warbler neck.” 

 

Getting back to the warblers, we have learned and have anticipated 

what our eyes might see by perusing the Peterson plates, which 

reveal a wide range of warbler and vireo species, from the 

nondescript to the spectacular.  Their names are fantastic and 

intriguing: Blackburnian, Black-throated Blue, Hooded, etc. As we 

see and hear various reports of beautiful warbler species arriving, 

we become determined to seek out and hopefully repeat such 

sightings in our favorite locales.  

The Butterbutt Paradox  
Terry Miller  
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As the warbler waves start increasing, I often approach the edge of a 

forest and see a tiny, treetop bird. I excitedly focus in on it with my 

binocs … and it turns out to be … a Butterbutt.  Arrrgh. 

 

Hey, there’s several warblers in that tree! Butterbutt, Butterbutt, 

Butterbutt, Butterbutt; there must be fifty of them in this row of 

trees.  Arrrgh. 

 

The day goes on and here and there I see an Orange-crowned, a 

Warbling Vireo, and a Tennessee amidst the Butterbutts.  A colorful 

Northern Parula zips a call from the top of a huge Sycamore tree,but 

I normally fail to get a good look.  

 

Then, it happens, after seeing Butterbutt after Butterbutt, I see a 

male Bay-Breasted Warbler. Wow. Awesome!  And there’s a male 

Chestnut-Sided Warbler.  Could there be any other rarely seen 

species here?  I search and search and repeatedly, but it’s 

Butterbutt after Butterbutt.  

 

As the day winds down, everything becomes bathed in that magical 

evening light.  And, the sun is behind me.  Suddenly, another 

Butterbutt appears about head high, only a few feet in front of me.  I 

Blackburnian Warbler, Carondelet Park, St. Louis.  13 May 2020.   

Photo Andy Reago and Chrissy McClarren 
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glass it and I am awakened.  Aaah.  It is so beautiful.  An always 

stunning male Yellow-Rumped Warbler.  Today, I have seen and 

somewhat ignored this species all afternoon.  Because they are so 

common, I have been quickly dismissing them.  How shameful.  

What is wrong with me?  

 

I then begin to reflect. What if the Yellow-Rumped Warbler was a 

rare species?  What would my attitude toward them be then?  And 

what if the Bay-Breasted Warblers were just as common as 

Butterbutts?  Or maybe if another one of my favorite warbler species 

was just as common?  Would I then quickly disregard their beauty 

too?  As I drive home in quiet reflection, I realize more acutely the 

lack of gratitude I have displayed.   

 

Tomorrow, I will return and bird some more, and hopefully…I will 

be blessed to see … a Yellow-Rumped Warbler.  Cherish them all.   

 

 

 

 

Yellow-rumped Warbler, Carondelet Park, St. Louis.  18 April 2020.  

Photo Andy Reago and Chrissy McClarren 
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Introduction 

The 2021-2022 Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan Watch was the tenth 

watch conducted by community science volunteers at Riverlands 

Migratory Bird Sanctuary (RMBS) under a partnership formed by 

the following local agencies:  Audubon Center at Riverlands, 

Missouri Birding Society (MBS), St. Louis Audubon Society 

(SLAS), and the U.S, Army Corps of Engineers, River Project 

Office (SLACE).   

 

History:  Trumpeter Swans began arriving at RMBS and the 

surrounding areas in good numbers during November, 1991, 

returning each subsequent year to winter in the marshes and bay 

until late January.  The Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan Watch was 

created in 2012 to collect and share information regarding 

population numbers and the behavior of this successfully 

introduced species with the Trumpeter Swan Society and the 

general public. 

 

Procedure:  Trained and experienced community service 

volunteers arrive at their assigned locations in the refuge ½ hour 

before dawn to count the swans and other waterfowl present.  

Counts are conducted in known roosting locations within the 

refuge every two weeks from November to February.  The results 

are compiled and shared with the group after each watch by the 

volunteer coordinator. 

 

Swan Collars :  During the reintroduction, in order to track the 

swans, cygnets were collared on their nesting grounds in 

Wisconsin by the Department of Natural Resources with a yellow 

neckband with black codes, a number followed by a letter.  During 

the last 10 years, RMBS volunteers have sighted and reported 94 

 

 

Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan Watch  

2021-2022 
Pat Lueders  
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collars to the Federal Banding Lab, including the first sighting of a 

swan during the 2021-2022 watch fitted with a GPS tracking 

device in 2021.   

 

Results & Summary  

The watch dates for the 2021-2022 Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan 

Watch: 

 

November 16, 2021                        December 28, 2021 

November 30, 2021                        January 11, 2022 

December 14, 2021                        January 25, 2022 

 

Results:  

 

DATE          TEMP  TRUMPETER   ADULTS  CYGNETS  TUNDRA  

 

11/16/2021     40°          109                  94               15 

 

11/30/2021     39°            60                  55                 5              2 

 

12/14/2021     42°            75                  43                32 

 

12/28/2021     41°            55                  44                11 

 

01/11/2022     22°          758                605              153           20 

 

01/25/2022     12°          164                108                56  
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Summary:  

The results of the 2021-2022 Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan Watch 

were unique in many ways compared to the previous 10 years.  

Fewer swans were counted, despite the fact that the habitat had 

recovered from the devastation caused by the Spring and Summer 

flooding of 2019. The surrounding agricultural fields were mixed, 

with some retaining the corn stubble preferred for daytime loafing 

and feeding.  Temperatures were mild until the end of January 

providing additional open water along the Mississippi River for 

night roosting.  Reports received during the season from the staff 

at Clarence Cannon/Delair National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) 

estimated that over 1,000 Trumpeter Swans used the refuge from 

November, 2021-January, 2022.  Observers reported over 500 

swans loafing during the day at the adjacent Columbia Bottoms 

Conservation Area at various times during the season.  At the end 

of January, when temperatures resulted in the freezing of shallow 

marsh areas within the surrounding refuges, large numbers of 

swans congregated in Ellis Bay. On February 6, 2022, over 1,000 

swans were unofficially counted in Ellis Bay, possibly staging for 

migration as in previous years. 

   

During the last two seasons, the Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan 

Watch has recorded a change in the use of RMBS and the 

surrounding areas by the wintering swan populations.  With 

available open water along the Mississippi River, the swans were 

recorded in many areas north of RMBS and in surrounding 

refuges, as opposed to previous years when large numbers roosted 

together.  This behavior is more prevalent since the devastation of 

the RMBS habitat in 2019.  As in previous years, the first arriving 

swans in November were adults with few cygnets.  Family groups 

began arriving near the end of December, with cygnet percentages 

ranging from 20% to a high of 52% by the end of January 2022.   

 

In conclusion, the results of the watch have shown that the 

number of wintering Trumpeter Swans in the RMBS area is 

dependent on the weather, which determines the amount of 

available open water for roosting.  When weather is temperate, the 

swans spread out throughout the area, and as the water freezes, 

they congregate in the small available areas of open water.  

Staging for migration occurs at the end of January resulting in the 

largest number of swans for the season using the refuge. 
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Collars:    

The following collars were recorded during the 2021-2022 season: 

 

09F  (first recorded in 2012), 11U  (first recorded in 2016), 13F  

(first recorded in 2013) 

 

5P ---RMBS’s and the watch’s first GPS collar was recorded on 

1/11/2022.  5P was fitted with GPS on 7/22/2021, a female with a 

mate and three cygnets. The GPS track tells us that 5P spent 

much of her wintering season in the RMBS area. 

 

Thank you!  

The Great Rivers Trumpeter Swan Watch had 28 volunteers 

during the 2021-2022 season, 10 of these new to the project. 

Without their efforts, the continued monitoring of the wintering 

population of Trumpeter Swans at RMBS would not be possible.  

The Audubon Center at Riverlands provided the volunteers with 

warmth and hot beverages throughout the season.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5P, First GPS collar recorded 

Photo Pat Lueders 
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Though last year’s CBC season saw many count cancellations due to 

the pandemic, this year, with the virus waning in much of the state, 

counts across Missouri were able to pick up where they left off. With 

30 active circles (Table 1, Figure 1), this was the highest number of 

counts to date. The Dade County circle, compiled by Rick Hostelter, 

is located on the west shore of Stockton Reservoir and represents the 

newest circle in the state. 

 

A total of 634 participants recorded 152 species with a total of 

1,610,217 birds. This was an amazing 64% increase in participation 

resulting in 13 more total species and 1.1 million more birds counted 

than last year. While these increased numbers are mainly due to the 

waterfowl-heavy counts being operational again, they are signs for 

celebration.  

 

On average, 1 species for every 4 participants was recorded, and 

over 2500 birds per person were counted. In total, this year’s season 

saw about 15,000 hours of birding and about 7,500 miles of walking 

or driving. There were 32 bird feeders being counted across the 

state, and 30 hours of nocturnal birding were logged. 

 

Weather leading up to the season was unusually mild and dry, 

lacking significant precipitation since early November. The average 

temperature on counts across the state was 37°F. The coldest 

temperature recorded was at Kirksville at 2°F. The warmest 

temperature recorded was at Four Rivers with 66°F.  Snow was 

absent from all counts, except some light flurries at Confluence. 

Heavy rain occurred on two days: Dec. 17, affecting Big Oak Tree 

and Big Spring in the southeast, and Jan. 01, affecting Taney 

County and Dent-Texas County in the south. Light rain was 

reported on a few other counts. Swan Lake was canceled due to 

inclement weather. Most bodies of still water were reported to be 

 

Missouri Christmas Bird Counts 

2021-2022 
Kendell Loyd   
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 open or partly frozen. 

 

As for total species counted, Four Rivers had the highest total with 

108 species. Close behind, on its first official count, Dade County 

recorded 107 species. Clarence Cannon also broke one hundred 

with 102 species. Kirksville had its highest year in both species 

recorded and individual birds counted. Fifteen species were seen 

on all 30 counts: Mourning Dove, Bald Eagle, Red-tailed Hawk, 

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, 

American Kestrel, Blue Jay, American Crow, White-breasted 

Nuthatch, European Starling, American Robin, American 

Goldfinch, Dark-eyed Junco, and White-throated Sparrow. 

 

Two birds were added to the Missouri CBC list: White-faced Ibis 

and Varied Thrush. Other noteworthy birds reported in the state 

included Long-tailed Duck, Eared Grebe, Sora, Greater Yellowlegs, 

Dunlin, Long-billed Dowitcher, Pacific Loon, Prairie Falcon, Gray 

Catbird, Smith’s Longspur, Northern Parula, Yellow-headed 

Blackbird, and Rose-breasted Grosbeak. A more in-depth 

description of notable sightings follows in taxonomic order: 

 

Snow Goose were found throughout the state. The high count was 

set at Four Rivers, and Big Spring had its third record. The state 

high count for Greater White-fronted Goose was set at Mingo 

(12,300 birds), and Liberal received its second record. Mute Swans 

were found on 5 counts, Trumpeter Swans on 8 counts, and 

Tundra Swan on 2 counts. Loess Bluffs set the state high count for 

Trumpeter with an incredible 3967 swans, and Grand River 

received its second record. These records are especially amazing 

considering that in the 1930s there were fewer than one hundred 

Trumpeters in the continental United States. Loess Bluffs also set 

its personal high count for Tundra Swan. 

 

As for ducks, Kirksville received its first record of Gadwall; Grand 

River had its second American Wigeon; and Cole Camp Prairies 

recorded its second Northern Pintail. High counts for Green-

winged Teal were set at Clarence Cannon, Joplin, and Weldon 

Spring. Springfield recorded its high count for Redhead. Loess 

Bluffs set a personal high count for Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, 

and Ring-necked Duck—the latter also representing the state high 
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Table 1.  Missouriôs Christmas Bird Counts for the 2021 Season 

 

Abbrev  Count Name  Compiler  Date  

BO Big Oak Tree SP  Bill Eddleman  Dec 17  

BS Big Spring  Steve Paes  Dec 17  

CC Clarence Cannon NWR  Bruce Schuette  Dec 16  

CP Cole Camp Prairies IBA  Ryan Steffens  Dec 28  

CO Columbia  Allison Vaughn  Dec 18  

CF Confluence  Tommy Goodwin  Jan 01  

DA Dade County  Rick Hostetler  Jan 04  

DC Dallas County  David Blevins  Dec 25  

DT Dent -Texas County  Daniel Hatch  Jan 01  

GR Grand River  Terry McNeely  Dec 18  

HF (Horton) Four Rivers  Mark Robbins  Dec 14  

JC Jefferson City  Barbara Brueggeman  Dec 18  

JS Johnsonôs Shut-Ins SP  Mary Crowell  Jan 04  

JO Joplin  Dave Henness  Dec 18  

KC Kansas City  Michael Stoakes  Dec 26  

KI  Kirksville  Sarah Kendrick  Jan 03  

KN Knob Noster  Shelby Palmer  Dec 19  

LI  Liberal  Dana Hoisington  Dec 18  

LB Loess Bluffs NWR  Mark Robbins  Dec 16  

MA Maryville  David Easterla  Dec 14  

MI  Mingo NWR  Bill Eddleman  Dec 14  

ML Montrose Lake WA  Rhonda Edmunds  Dec 18  

MS Maramec Spring  Linda Frederick  Dec 18  

MT Mark Twain Lake  George Wisdom  Dec 18  

PB Poplar Bluff  Bruce Beck  Dec 20  

SJ St. Joseph  Tom Nagel  Dec 18  

SP Springfield  Greg Samuel  Dec 18  

TC Taney County  Charles Burwick  Jan 01  

TR Trimble  Kristi Mayo  Dec 18  

WS Weldon Spring  Anne McCormack  Dec 19  
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 count with an amazing 9250 birds. Greater Scaup was seen on 

three counts. Kansas City saw the high count of Bufflehead and 

also recorded its ninth record of Long-tailed Duck—a female at 

Wildwood Lake. Maryville saw its high count of Hooded 

Merganser. Red-breasted Merganser was only seen on one count: 

Confluence. 

 

Ring-necked Pheasants were only seen at Loess Bluffs and Grand 

River.  Horned Grebe were seen on four counts. An Eared Grebe at 

Jefferson City represented a first record for the count. Cole Camp 

saw a high count of 75 Eurasian Collared-Doves, and Kansas City 

received its third record of this species. Cole Camp and Dent-Texas 

set high counts for Mourning Dove. 

 

Possibly due to the mild conditions of the pre-season, rails and 

shorebirds were relatively common in isolated places.  Virginia 

Rail was seen at the expected location in Columbia, but were also 

recorded at Shepherd of the Hills Hatchery for the second time on 

the Taney County count. Sora were heard at Four Rivers and 

Loess Bluffs, representing first records for both. American Coot 

were in record high numbers at Loess Bluffs and Clarence Cannon. 

Sandhill Cranes were located on three counts, most unusually at 

Dade County. Shorebirds were seen mainly at Four Rivers: 29 

Greater Yellowlegs (10th count record) and four Dunlin (2nd count 

record) set the high counts for the state. Numbers of Least 

Sandpiper (22) and Wilson’s Snipe (77) represented personal count 

highs. Long-billed Dowitcher (2nd count record) were also 

recorded. The state high count of Killdeer was recorded at Big Oak 

Tree, and Cole Camp Prairies recorded its second record. 

 

Bonaparte’s Gull was found on six counts, including Four Rivers, 

where it represented the second record. Confluence located both 

Lesser Black-backed and Glaucous Gulls, but only within the 

count week. Dade County set the state high count for Common 

Loon (50) and recorded the state’s second record of Pacific Loon. 

Confluence nearly doubled its record of Double-crested Cormorant 

(from 21 to 40); Liberal received its second record; and Joplin 

received its fourth. Montrose set its high count for American White 

Pelican, and Kansas City recorded this species for the second time. 
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 Amazingly, dark ibis were located on two counts. At Clarence 

Cannon, 2 birds were marked as White-faced/Glossy, due to the 

ambiguity of the two species in winter. Two birds at Loess Bluffs 

were classified in the same way, except one that retained some of 

the white facial border, confirming the species as White-faced Ibis. 

While there have been two ibis records in the past, in 2014 and in 

2001, both were classified as ibis sp. , so both White-faced Ibis and 

White-faced/Glossy are new taxa for Missouri. 

 

Black Vulture has slowly been expanding its range northward. 

Columbia had its fourth record (all in the last four years), and 

Weldon Spring recorded its fifth record (all in the last seven years): 

an impressive 15 birds. Dallas County set its high count for this 

species. Red-shouldered Hawk has also been spreading north. 

Grand River reported its fifth record (all in the last 6 years), while 

St. Joseph had its fourth record (all in the last 6 years). Loess 

Bluffs saw its second record. Weldon Spring set its high count with 

30 birds.  

 

Loess Bluffs set its high count of Rough-legged Hawk with five 

birds. Kirksville had its first record of Eastern Screech-Owl. 

Jefferson City had its first record of Short-eared Owl, and Clarence 

Cannon had its high count. Dade County was the only count with 

Snowy Owl, though it was a count week bird. Both Four Rivers 

and Grand River set their high count for Merlin, both with four 

birds. Maryville recorded its third record. St. Joseph’s sixth record 

of Prairie Falcon was seen, and Dade County had a count week 

bird. 

 

Jefferson City located its first record of Say’s Phoebe. This bird 

stayed around for several weeks, allowing many birders the chance 

to see it—sometimes with the state capitol in the background. This 

is the state’s third CBC record of Say’s Phoebe, with the others in 

2011 and in 2002. Loggerhead Shrikes were seen on ten counts, 

with Cole Camp Prairies recording their high count of ten. A 

Northern Shrike was seen on the Trimble count, representing their 

first record. A high count of American Crow was recorded at 

Springfield (1027 birds). Fish Crow was only recorded at Big Oak 

Tree. House Wren was seen on two counts: Big Oak Tree and 

Mingo. Clarence Cannon, Four Rivers, and Loess Bluffs all 

recorded Marsh Wren. Dade County had Sedge Wren. Clarence 
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 Cannon also had its first record of Gray Catbird. Mark Twain Lake 

recorded its first record of Brown Thrasher. 

 

Many birders may remember the male Varied Thrush that had 

been visiting a feeder in Foristell, MO for most of the winter. 

While this bird was close to the Weldon Spring count circle, it was 

outside the boundary. However, within the circle a female was 

seen at Busch Conservation Area. Though there was a count week 

bird in Kansas City in 1989, this bird at Weldon Spring represents 

a first official record for Missouri CBC, as well as a fun thought 

experiment on how two birds from the Pacific Northwest ended up 

only 12 miles apart in Missouri. 

 

The Taney County count is known for an American Robin roost 

that periodically hosts enormous numbers of birds. At its highest, 

in 2010, the roost area set the national CBC record for American 

Robin with an estimated 5 million birds. Numbers on the count 

have been relatively low since, but this year the roost was very 

active once again with an impressive, though far from record-

breaking, 432,000 robins.  

 

Jefferson City recorded a count week Eurasian Tree Sparrow, a 

first for the count. Pine Siskin was recorded for the third time at 

Four Rivers. Also at Four Rivers, the state high count of Lapland 

Longspur was recorded: 7751 birds. Smith’s Longspur was only 

recorded at Dade County, the state’s eighth record. Chipping 

Sparrow was recorded at Mingo. Field Sparrow was reported at 

Loess Bluffs for the fifth time. Cole Camp Prairies set the state 

high count of White-crowned Sparrow (779 birds). Lincoln’s 

Sparrow was seen on nine counts, including Jefferson City where 

it was a first record. Big Oak Tree set its high count for Swamp 

Sparrow, and Trimble had its sixth record of Spotted Towhee. 

 

Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen on two counts: St. Joseph, 

where it represented a first record, and Trimble, where it was the 

fourth record. Red-winged Blackbirds were in high numbers at 

Mingo, but were reported in lower than expected numbers at Loess 

Bluffs. Trimble set its high count for Rusty Blackbird, and Dent-

Texas County had its first Brewer’s Blackbird. Great-tailed 

Grackle were seen on two counts, both in the northwest: Loess 
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 Bluffs and St. Joseph. 

 

Warblers were relatively abundant in the season. Orange-crowned 

Warbler was seen on three counts: Weldon Spring (1st record), 

Springfield (4th record; all in the last 7 years), and Clarence 

Cannon (2nd record). Common Yellowthroat were also found on 

three counts: Four Rivers, Liberal, and Mingo. This represents 

Liberal’s first record, and Four Rivers set the state high count at 

six birds. A first count record Northern Parula was recorded at 

Mingo. This is Missouri’s second CBC record after a 2001 bird at 

Big Oak Tree. Pine Warbler were found at Maramec Spring and 

Mingo. Yellow-rumped Warbler high counts were set at Cole Camp 

Prairies, Dent-Texas County, and Poplar Bluff. Taney County had 

an amazing 624 birds. This is only five less than the state high 

count, which was set by Taney County in 2014. The third CBC 

record of Rose-breasted Grosbeak was seen at Big Oak Tree, a first 

for the count. The first two records were in 1982 and 1969. 

 

In February 2021, the entire state experienced a hard, extended 

freeze with temperatures routinely dipping below 0°F in many 

areas [See The Bluebird volume 89, no. 1, p.16]. I personally 

noticed my local Carolina Wrens were absent and many of the 

usual Eastern Bluebird nest boxes were left unattended the next 

spring. Comparing the current season (Dec 2021 - Jan 2022) to the 

10-year average, the data show declines of Carolina Wren, 

Northern Mockingbird, Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, and 

Eastern Phoebe by around 50%. For this group of species, Missouri 

represents part of the northern extent of their winter range, and so 

they would presumably be less adapted to the extreme cold. It is 

important to recognize that while a 50% reduction is eye-opening, 

this year’s count data occurred after a complete breeding season 

for these species, and the number of CBC participants out looking 

for them was above average this year. These two facts help 

highlight the real mortality of the winter event in early 2021. 

Saddening as it may be, the most cold-hardy individuals have 

survived to reproduce, strengthening the population for the future. 

Now that it is spring of 2022, as I write this, I am pleased to hear 

the calls of a pair of Carolina Wrens outside my window once 

again. As the old adage says, “Life finds a way.” 
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 I would like to thank the many compilers and participants that 

make the Christmas Bird Count a success year after year. It is an 

incredibly important data collection project that easily allows 

professional and citizen scientists alike to participate and provide 

data, as well as meet new people and have an enjoyable time 

birding. It is something I look forward to every winter, and I know 

many of you feel the same way. If you have any questions about 

CBC data or how to get involved, please contact Kendell Loyd at 

KLoyd892@gmail.com. 

Figure 1. Map of Missouri CBCs 

mailto:KLoyd892@gmail.com
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Fall kicked off with the hottest August in a decade, coming in 1.5 

degrees above the long-term average.  There were almost no triple-

digit highs reported, and rainfall came in 0.69” below normal.  

September continued this trend, with summerlike daily 

temperatures for much of the month and an average temperature of 

3.3 degrees above the long-term average.  Continued below-average 

rainfall brought the month in at 1.71” below the long-term average. 

It was the 5th consecutive dry September for the state.  Combined, it 

was the driest August-September in over 20 years.  October stayed 

warm, with an average temperature of 60.6 degrees, 3.6 degrees 

above the long-term average.  It was also the 8th wettest October on 

record, with 6.11” of precipitation, 2.92” above the long-term 

average.  November concluded the season pleasantly with an 

average temperature of 45.5 degrees, 1.9 degrees above the long-

term average.  Eighteen out of the past twenty-four Novembers have 

now been above average, and the fall of 2021 was the 8th warmest 

autumn on record for the state.  Rainfall was once again in short 

supply, with only 1.05” for the state, 1.86” below the long-term 

average.  No major weather events were reported, and the fall colors 

were long-lasting and memorable. 

 

The season was slow for chaseable rarities but did bring a 2nd state 

record Black-chinned Hummingbird, a late fall record Long-billed 

Curlew, and a Long-tailed Jaeger visits at three locations, two 

lasting several days .  Time in the field paid off with rarities 

including Piping Plover, Little Gull, Black-legged Kittiwake, Wood 

Stork, Swallow-tailed Kite, and Vermilion Flycatcher.  

 

eBird data and seasonal reports submitted from observers around 

the state remain a primary source for this report. Missouri bird 

watchers are encouraged to submit their observations through eBird 

and are equally encouraged to submit notes to the seasonal editors, 

as these can often provide more information and perspective than an 

eBird list. Please note that this report spans August 1- November 

30.  The Missouri Bird Records Committee defines fall as August 1 – 

December 13.  The author is grateful to Joshua Uffman, Pete 

Monacell, Bill Rowe, and Allen Gathman for reviewing this 

Fall 2021 Seasonal Report  

August -November 2021  

Mary Nemecek  
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 document. Their comments and suggestions greatly enhanced the 

quality of the report. 

 

Note: Records marked with an asterisk (*) require documentation, 

but no documentation has yet been received by the Missouri Bird 

Records Committee (MBRC). Observers involved with such sightings 

are encouraged to submit documentation. The MBRC has received 

documentation of those records marked with a dagger (†), and those 

marked (acc.) have been accepted by the MBRC. 

 
 

WATERFOWL  

 

Black -bellied Whistling Ducks  continued around St. Louis and the 

bootheel.  Records away from those areas were 6 in Barton Co 31 Aug (ph., 

AM), 1 at HFRCA 2 Aug (Jeff Cantrell), 2 at Schell-Osage CA, Stoddard Co 

1 Sep (AM, Mary Marine) and 10 at OSCA 23 Oct (Greg Stoner, MH). A 

casual breeder, the species nested for the third year in a row at Jefferson 

Barracks Park, St. Louis Co., with 3 adults and 4 fledglings on 20 Aug (†ph. 

Kyle Hawley). The third successful Trumpeter Swan  nesting, out of four 

consecutive year attempts, in Sullivan Co produced 4 cygnets (ph. Clint 

Pilcher). This is the 7th successful nesting in modern times. An interesting 

note was Trumpeter Swans did not congregate in the usual large numbers 

expected at RMBS this fall, but only small groups, with the largest number 

being only 80 reported by Cindy and George Cunningham, 19 Nov. A stark 

contrast to 1187 observed by Mark Robbins nine days later, 28 Nov at 

LBNWR. Tundra Swan  numbers were also noticeably low, with reports 

from only 5 counties: Dunklin, Holt, Lewis, St. Charles and St. Louis, and 

all in the single digits with the exception of 10, St. Charles Co., 20 Nov 

(David Rogles).  The 11th fall Cinnamon Teal  (acc.) was at Duck Creek CA, 

Wayne Co 30 Sep (†ph., Michael Taylor).  Surf Scoters  were reported from 

nine counties, including a notable count of 5 from Blue Springs Lake, 

Jackson Co 17 Oct (Aaron Mitchell, Michael O’Keefe, Mark Mahaffey). 

Single White -winged Scoters  made appearances in three counties: 

Stockton Lake Dam, Cedar Co 30 Oct (AM); SL 14 Nov (DW); Polk Co 23-26 

Nov (KL, m.obs ph.). Winfield Dam, Lincoln hosted the only Black Scoter  

21 Nov (m.obs, ph.). The only Long -tailed Duck  was a female at RMBS 28-

30 Nov (Jonah Eckels, m.obs, ph.) 

 

GREBES THROUGH TERNS  

 

Single Red -necked Grebe  were reported 15 Nov, Long Branch Lake, 

Macon Co (ph., Peter Kondrashov), SL 18 Nov (DW), 22 Nov, Winfield Dam 

Lincoln Co (ph, Johah Eckels, m.obs). There were stopovers of single 

Western Grebes  29-30 Oct SL (DW, Ian Campbell) and 20-29 Nov Fellows 

Lake, Greene Co (ph. Steve Martin, Jill Hayes, m.obs).  White -winged 

Dove  continue their growing presence in Dunklin Co with 7 present, 28 Oct 
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(Kent Freeman). A wayward Black -chinned Hummingbird  (acc.) found 

at a private residence, Stone Co became the state’s second record and was 

seen by birders 2-18 Nov (Sarah Driver, †ph. KL, †ph. PMc, †ph. Lisa 

Owens, m.obs). A Rufous/Allen’s Hummingbird was seen 16 Nov in 

Kimberling City, Stone Co (Sarah Driver, ph. GSw, Becky Lutz). A juvenile 

Whooping Crane  was at a private wetland in Linn Co feeding on tadpoles 

and crayfish, 11-24 Nov (Steve Kinder, ph). A Piping Plover  was viewed 

by birders on a boat visiting California Island, Boone Co 13 Aug (Jean 

Leonatti, Kathleen Anderson, Kay Conklin, Sally Swanson, Cathy Harris). 

Accidental in the east and the latest fall record, a Long -billed Curlew  

(acc.) was found by a local game warden and gave birders plenty of good 

viewing opportunities 16-27 Nov Steele Municipal Airport, Pemiscot Co 

(†TK, † ph. PM, †ph. PMc, MH, m.obs). Staying close to the western state 

line a Marbled Godwit  was at Muskrat Lake, Buchanan Co, 10 Aug (Tom 

Nagel) and 2 were reported at HFRCA 28 Aug (AM). A new early fall record 

juvenile Red Knot  (acc.) stayed for a day, 21 Aug, EBCA (†ph. PM, † ph. 

PMC, m.obs).  Late leaving the northern part of the state, a single Pectoral 

Sandpiper  was at Lake Contrary, while 3 were at Muskrat Lake on 8 Nov, 

Buchanan Co (Tom Nagel, ph.). Red -necked Phalaropes  were reported in 

five locations: 1, Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway Co, 15 Aug (DE), 1, 

Barwise Rd, St. Charles Co, 19 Aug (Diane Bricmont, Gail Gagnon); 1, 

HFRCA, 16 Aug (AM); 1, EBCA, 4 Sep (ph. Cheryl Rosenfield, ph. Richard 

Stanton, m.obs.); 4, SL, 15 Sep (ph. DW).  The only Red Phalarope of the 

season was 11 Oct at Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway Co (DE, ph.).  

Two locations held Long -tailed Jaeger (acc.) for several days: 1-5 Sep, 

Black-chinned Hummingbird, Kimberling City, Stone Co, 17 Nov 21 

Photo Reva Dow 
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 Schell-Osage CA, St. Clair Co 

(Neal Young, † ph Malcolm Gold, 

m.obs) and 5-12 Sep, at SL (†ph. 

Marky Mutchler, m.obs). A 

juvenile Long-tailed Jaeger* was 

reported the evening of 13 Sep, 

Maryville Sewage Lagoons, 

Nodaway Co (DE).  A Black -

legged Kittiwake  reported by 

Alex Marine in Polk Co, 30 Oct 

was the season’s only report and 

one of the few in the state ever 

seen away from the Mississippi 

River. A breeding-plumaged adult 

Sabine’s Gull, only the third non-

juvenile ever found in Missouri, 

was reliable at RMBS 6-13 Sep 

RMBS (ph. m. obs).  Two other 

sightings of singles were 11 Oct SL 

(DW) and new late dates (acc.) 30 Oct (†LB, AM, KL), 31 Oct (Tina Neuman) 

and 3 Nov (†ph. AM). The earliest fall Little Gull  (acc.), a juvenile, was ph. 

by †Allen Smith at RMBS 6 Sep.  An adult Laughing Gull  was seen at 

Mark Twain SP, Monroe Co, 21 Sep (PM, PMC). Reports of a single 

“Thayer’s” Iceland Gull  came from Long Branch Lake, Macon Co, 25-26 

Nov (Peter Kondrashov, Brenda Morris, Chris Barrigar, AM) and a 

“Kumlien’s” RMBS, 30 Nov (Henry Gorski and Oliver Gorski). Lesser 

Black -backed Gull  is becoming an expected rarity at large reservoirs with 

records of a single bird from SL 27 Aug (MN), 25 Nov (DW); LvL, 6 Oct (Eric 

Walters); Columbia Bottoms CA, St. Louis CA, 27 Nov (Trevor Leitz, Theo 

Bockhorst); Mark Twain Lake, Monroe Co, 29 Aug (Cory Gregory), and 1-2 

birds were reported from 1 Oct- 28 Nov LBL (m. obs) and 16-31 Oct (m.obs) 

and 28-30 Nov (Henry Gorski, Oliver Gorski, Keith Brink). The only 

Glaucous Gull  of the season was at SL 18 Nov (DW). Least Tern , less 

common in the west, made appearances in Buchanan Co with a single 

juvenile at Lake Contrary, 6-10 Aug (Tom Nagel, John Rushin, m.obs. ph), 

and 1-3 adults at both Muskrat Lake and Lake Contrary 12 Aug  (Tom 

Jones, m.obs). Additionally 12 Aug had 7 at Montrose CA, Livingston Co 

(Mark Robbins, Chris Hobbs, Jacob Cooper) and 4 in Livingston CA (Terry 

McNeely).  

 

LOONS THROUGH FALCONS  

 

Red -throated Loons  were reported from three locations: 1 at Stockton 

Lake, Cedar Co, 17-21 Nov (AM, Tony Elliott, Rob Francis); 1-2 birds, SL 2-

21 Nov (DW, MN, m.obs); 1, RMBS 28-30 Nov (Jonah Eckels, m.obs). Single 

Pacific Loon  was observed at SL 6-10 Nov (MN, Lisa Owens, Jared 

Rottinghaus, Steve Bingham, Ian Campell, Richard Stanton), and 21 Nov, 

Cape Rock Park, Cape Girardeau Co (Bill Eddleman, Leon Book).  Stockton 

Lake, Cedar Co, had 3 birds on 11 Nov (AM) and 1 on 21 Nov (Tony Elliott). 

Long-billed Curlew, Steele, Pemiscot Co,  

17 Nov 21. Photo Doug Hommert 
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A Wood Stork  (acc.), casual in the state, was observed 15 Aug, Schell-

Osage CA, St. Clair Co (†ph. Bob Estes) and 16 Aug, HFRCA (†AM).  Two 

reports of a single Neotropic Cormorant  came from Schell-Osage CA, St. 

Clair Co, 11 Sep (Bob Estes) and HFRCA, 8 Sep (Jeff Cantrell).  A Least 

Bittern  lingered late into the season at Cannon NWR, Pike Co, 16 Oct 

(Jennie Townsend). White Ibis  was present in five counties; counts 

included a stunning 11 birds 28-29 Aug Schell-Osage CA, St. Clair Co 

(Terry McNeely, AM). The first fall record for a Glossy Ibis  (acc.) occurred 

7 Sep, Muskrat Lake, Buchanan Co (†ph, Tom Nagel). A Black Vulture  

(acc.), accidental in the north, was spotted at Mark Twain Lake, Ralls Co 3 

Oct (†Lisa McClendon). A lone Roseate Spoonbill  spent 24 Aug- 22 Sep at 

Duck Creek CA, Wayne Co (MDC staff, MH, ph., m.obs). Ten Mile Pond CA, 

Mississippi Co, was the spot for a Swallow -tailed Kite  28 Aug- 1 Sep (TK).  

South Dunklin Rice Fields, Dunklin Co, was the site for sporadic visits of a 

Ferruginous Hawk , 2-4 Oct, 8, 13, 18 Nov (Tim Jones, Edge Wade). 

Snowy Owl  was seen as a lone bird in three locations; Adair Co, 30 Nov 

(Danion Doman, ph); Chariton Co, 14 Nov (Darren Mitchell); Winfield Dam 

and surrounding area, Lincoln Co, 21-25 Nov (Tommy Goodwin, m.obs. ph.) 

The only Golden Eagle  report was a surprise in the east at RMBS, 30 Oct 

(Vern Wilkins, ph.).  A whopping 25 Mississippi Kites  were reported at 

Weldon Springs Dept. of Energy Site/Howell Prairie, St. Charles Co, 1 Aug 

(Mike Grant). Away from the west, a Swainson’s Hawk stayed over from 

the previous season at SelecTurf Sod Farm, Callaway Co, and was seen by 

m.obs through 18 Aug. Single Prairie Falcons  were reported in five 

Wood Stork,Schell-Osage CA St Clair Co 15 Aug 21 

Photo Bob Estes 
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 counties: Prairie SP, Barton Co, 9 and 23-30 Nov (AM); Prairie Grove 

Church, Dallas Co, 27 Nov (DBl, BBl); Henry Co, 24 Nov (Joseph Mosley); 

Winfield Dam/Sandy Chute, Lincoln Co, 21-20 Nov (HG, OG, David Becher); 

New Madrid Co (TK, Lisa Owens). 

 

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WARBLERS  

 

The state’s 15th record of Vermilion Flycatcher  (acc.) was from New 

Madrid Co, 30 Oct (†ph. TK).  Wah’Kon-Tah Prairie hosted a good number 

of Bell’s Vireos with a peak of 53 on the St. Clair Co side, 6 Nov, during a 

Missouri River Bird Observatory survey (Alan Moss). A 3rd state record 

Sage Thrasher  (acc.) was found in a brush pile just after sunrise at 

Wah’Kon-Tah Prairie, St. Clair Co, 30-31 Oct (†, ph. Bob Estes, † Isaac 

Goes, Klee Bruce). The 18th Missouri record for a Mountain Bluebird  was 

a female photographed by Bill Rowe 18 Nov, Darst Bottom Rd, St. Charles 

Co and seen by m.obs through 21 Nov.  A Eurasian Tree Sparrow , outside 

of its expected range, was documented in Iron Co (acc.) 4 Sep (†ph. Russell 

Myers); a count of 44 occurred in Shelby Co (acc.) 26 Nov (†ph. Chris 

Barrigar). Sprague’s Pipits were Barton, Boone, St. Clair and Buchanan 

Co including two birds at Prairie SP, 12 Oct (Alex Marine) and Wah’Kon-

tah Prairie, 16 Oct (Erik Ost). A new early fall record Chestnut -Collared 

Longspur  (acc.) was found in Atchison Co, 30 Sep († ph. Dakota Swisher). 

Sage Thrasher, Wah’ Kon-Tah Prairie CA, St Clair Co 30 Oct 21 

Photo Bob Estes 
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 Tying the third earliest fall record, an early White -throated Sparrow  was 

photographed in Putnam Co, 18 Sep (Joshua Uffman). A Blackpoll 

Warbler (acc.), casual in the fall, was found alive after striking a window in 

St. Louis City, St. Louis Co, 5 Sep (†ph, Colleen Crank). Prairie Warbler  

(acc.) added a late fall record on 10 Oct, Bollinger Co (†Michael Taylor). 

 

Observers:  

 

Alex Marine (AM), Barbara Blevins (BBl), David Blevins (DBl), David 

Easterla (DE), Cory Gregory (CG), Henry Gorski(HG), Oliver Gorski(OG), 

Mark Haas (MH), Doug Hommert (DH), Tim Jones (TJ), Tim Kavan (TK), 

Peter Kondrashov(PK), Kendell Loyd (KL), Paul McKenzie (PMc), Pete 

Monacell (PM), Mary Nemecek (MN), Mark Robbins (MR), Bill Rowe 

(BR),Greg Swick (GSw), Doug Willis (DW). 

 

Key 

 

*  =  Documentation needed for MBRC review but not yet received 

†  =  Documentation received by MBRC 

acc. =  Record accepted by MBRC 

Abbreviations  

CA-Conservation Area  

CBC-Christmas Bird Count Co-County 

DNR- Department of Natural Resources. 

Imm.- Immature 

m.ob- Multiple observations  

NF- National Forest 

NWR- National Wildlife Refuge 

MBRC-Missouri Bird Records Committee  

ph.- Photographed 

R.- River 

SP-State Park  

 

 

 

Location Abbreviations  

 

CBCA-Columbia Bottom Conservation Area, St. Louis County  

CCNWR-Clarence Cannon National Wildlife Refuge, Pike County  

CSP-Confluence State Park, St. Charles County  

DCCA-Duck Creek Conservation Area, Bollinger/Stoddard County  

EBCA-Eagle Bluffs Conservation Area, Boone County  

HFRCA-Horton-Four Rivers Conservation Area, Vernon County  

LBNWR- Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge, Holt- formerly SCNWR-

Squaw Creek National Wildlife  Refuge, Holt County  

LBL-Long Branch Lake, Macon 

LvL- Longview Lake, Jackson 

MLCA- Montrose Lake Conservation Area, Henry County  



 

 

Page 103 THE BLUEBIRD 

 MNWR-Mingo National Wildlife Refuge, Stoddard/Wayne County  

MPD-Melvin Price Lock and Dam #26 (IL), on the Illinois side of the 

Riverlands area and contiguous with  the "Riverlands Migratory Bird 

Sanctuary" (MO) eBird hotspot 

OSCA-Otter Slough Conservation Area, Stoddard County  

RMBS-Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St. Charles County  

SLNWR-Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge, Chariton County  

SL-Smithville Lake, Clay County  

STJ- St. Joseph 

TR- Truman Reservoir, Benton County 
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Long-Tailed Jaeger, Smithville Lake, Clay Co 9 Sep 21 

Photo Marky Mutchler 
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 Birders’ Guide: 

Otter Slough Conservation Area  
Allen Gathman and Mark Haas  

4866 acres, Stoddard Co, DeLorme 67, F9 

GPS: 36.7225, -90.1132 

MDC Owned: for more information call (573) 290-5730 

Directions: From Dexter, MO, take Highway 60 west, then Route 

ZZ south 8.5 miles.  Take County Road 675 west ¾ mile to the area 

entrance.   

 

ADA Information:  The toilets are ADA accessible, and much of 

the area can be viewed and birded from a vehicle. 

 

When to Visit/Species to Expect:  This large and diverse area is 

worth visiting any time of year.  Although it is managed primarily 

for waterfowl, 275 total species have been reported in eBird.  Ducks 

and geese abound in the winter and during migration; 30 species of 

shorebirds and numerous waders, including nesting Black-necked 

Stilts, have been reported; and diverse passerines including 34 

species of warblers can be found.  

 

Features of interest to birders:  This conservation area preserves 

a rare remnant of the cypress/tupelo swamp habitat once found 

throughout the Bootheel of Missouri.  Much of the area is farmland 

that has been converted to wetland habitat.  The area is managed 

actively for waterfowl, so in season it shelters tens of thousands of 

ducks and hundreds of thousands of geese.  Approximately 25 miles 

of road are accessible for birding in the conservation area.  

 

Birding tactics for the area will vary during the year.  A detailed 

map is highly recommended (see below).  In waterfowl hunting 

season, the numbered hunting units and refuges are not accessible 

for birding; however, much of the area can still be birded from 

county roads and adjacent gravel parking lots.  Otter Slough is in 

the Duck Hunting Middle Zone, with a season typically including 

early November through the first week of February.  Exact dates are 

available at the MDC website.  Pay close attention to signage on the 

area to help keep you “honest.” 
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The conservation area is divided by berms into a large number of 

pools or fields where water levels are manipulated by pumping and 

draining in order to further various management goals.  Because the 

water levels vary greatly with seasons, and year to year, it is not 

easy to specify in advance which pools will be good for passerines, 

which for shorebirds, which for waders, and which for waterfowl.  

The best tactic is to visit and check numerous areas; with a little 

patience this will lead you to a variety of habitats.  We describe 

below a typical driving route to the best birding habitat. 

 

As you drive in on CR 675, the parking lot for Pool 10 is on the right 

at the east boundary of the area. Stop here for passerines and a 

wetland pool to the north.  CR 675 then turns south, and there is a 

parking area at this corner.  Walk north along a service road from 

here to Miller Woods, which is good for woodland birds. The road 

passes by an open marsh area about ¼ mile in, where ducks and 

waders may often be found.  Across 675 from the parking lot is a 

small patch of woods often good for passerines.   

 

Next, drive west on Conservation Lane past marshy Plover Pond to 

Cypress Lake, about 100 acres of open water, which is the best place 

in the area for diving ducks, especially Ruddy Ducks and Ring-

necked Ducks.  It is also a good spot for Bald Eagles year round, and 

Osprey and Peregrine Falcons in spring and fall.  The lake also 

attracts gulls and terns.  The road turns left at the west end of the 

lake; to the right is the area headquarters, with bordering woods 

and a small deck overlooking the cypress/tupelo swamp of Otter 

Lake. To the left is a parking area at the head of the boardwalk 

trail. This trail is the best location for spring and fall migrant 

warblers and vireos, and Prothonotary Warblers in summer.  In 

winter, the boardwalk will have Winter Wrens, Brown Creepers, 

and kinglets.  Orange-crowned Warblers are also a possibility here 

in winter.  

 

Conservation Lane continues around the west end of Cypress Lake 

and curves to the east past Pool 13, a large area of shallow 

marshland that is often good habitat for waders, shorebirds, and 

dabbling ducks.  It then intersects with CR 675 again.  Turning 

right on CR 675, you reach a small campground area.  A small, 

weedy ditch along the edge of this area has held Sedge Wren and 

Marsh Wren at times.  Just south on 675, turn into Millet Mile for a 

good view of Pool 15 and Frog Pond on the right.  In the brushy area 
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 on the left side of the road, listen for Bell’s Vireo in summer and Fox 

Sparrow in winter.  At this point, a gate usually blocks Millet Mile, 

so go back to 675.  Continuing south on CR 675 you pass Pools 16 

and 17.  Each has a parking lot you can pull into to view the pool.  

While there, be on the lookout for White-crowned and Savannah 

Sparrows in winter.  Also, watch the overhead lines on 675 for 

Loggerhead Shrike and American Kestrel.  CR 675 intersects with 

CR 670 at the southern border of the CA, where you turn west.   

 

Private farm fields on the south side of CR 670 and east of 675 often 

yield Horned Larks, Killdeer, and other open-land species; American 

Pipit is a possibility.  The pools on the north side may have 

waterfowl, waders, and shorebirds. Be sure to stop at the R8/R9 

parking lot to view the pools and check the nearby brushy areas for 

passerines.  Cross Dead End Ditch and stop for a good view of Pool 

21.  This road continues to the west boundary, where you turn north 

on CR 691.  A cul-de-sac curves off to the west into some old-field 

succession land, often good for winter sparrows and Eastern Towhee 

year round, and a view of the St. Francis River.  Except when closed 

for waterfowl season, 870 Express goes northeast back to Cypress 

Lake, past Pools 23-27.  Expect migrant shorebirds and all the 

typical dabbling ducks in these pools, plus a decent chance for 

Canvasback, Bufflehead, and Ring-necked Duck.   

 

Continuing straight north on CR 691 takes you onto private land for 

a mile; turn east on CR 679, crossing Cypress Ditch, and follow it ½ 

mile east, then north a short distance to the turnoff for Pools 29-30.  

There is a parking area between the two pools.  These pools, with 

some shrubby vegetation, are often home to large numbers of ducks 

and waders; Sora, Marsh Wrens, and Sedge Wrens can also be here.   

 

To continue driving, go back out to CR 679 and follow it north.  It 

turns east at the north end of Pool 31, and a stop here can be 

worthwhile.  Walk up on the berm to look north into Pool 34.   

A short distance east is the parking lot for Pools 31 and 32.  Then 

CR 679 continues and turns north again.  A parking area at the 

corner gives access to Pool 33 here.  From here, it’s another ½ mile 

north to the Pintail Path turnoff on the west side; drive ½ mile west 

to a parking lot from which you can view Pool 34, as well as some 

wooded areas to the west and north.   

 

Leaving Pintail Path, you turn north on CR 679 and exit the CA.  In 

1 ½ miles it intersects with CR 642; turn right (east) a bit over 1 
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 mile to a Highway TT and a bridge where the road crosses ditch 12.  

The south side of the road is in the Conservation Area here, and 

shrubs and trees along the ditch may offer species you wouldn’t see 

elsewhere.  From here, take TT north to highway 60 or continue east 

about a mile to rejoin highway ZZ, which will also take you north to 

60.     

 

Depending on your pace of birding, the route outlined here could 

take most of a day.  To maximize your Otter Slough experience for a 

short-duration trip, view Cypress Lake and Otter Lake, walk the 

boardwalk trail, and drive Conservation Lane.  

 

Toilets: Pit toilets at the area headquarters and Cypress Lake 

fishing dock.   

Camping:  Primitive campground on CR 675.  

Hazards/Limitations:  Hunting in season, as noted above.  The 

usual mosquitoes, ticks, and chiggers in the summer.   

Nearby Birding Sites:  Oak Ridge CA, Mingo NWR, Duck Creek 

CA 
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 Birders’ Guide: 

Lake Girardeau Conservation Area  
Mark Haas  

350 acres, Cape Girardeau Co., DeLorme 58, G1 

GPS: 37.2818, -89.8456 

MDC owned. For information, call 573-290-5730 

 

Directions:  From Jackson, take Highway 34 west eight miles to 

Highway U. Go six miles south to Crump and take Hwy RA one 

mile into area.   

 

ADA Information : The best birding by vehicle is on the entrance 

road to the boat ramp, in the campground, along Highway RA, and 

on the short entrance to the east fishing dock. Accessible fishing 

docks on the west and east ends of the lake provide good views of 

the water. There are accessible vault toilets near each of these 

docks. There is an accessible picnic pavilion at the west end of the 

lake. 

 

When to visit/species to expect:  The area is named for this 162-

acre lake. The shoreline is mostly wooded and steep-sided, so few 

of the 167 species reported here are shorebirds. Fifteen duck spe-

cies have been seen here, mainly during fall and spring migration. 

Dabblers will make brief stops, but not stay for long. Expect most 

of the resident woodpeckers year-round and Yellow-bellied Sap-

suckers in winter. Also in winter, look for Hermit Thrush, Winter 

Wren, kinglets, and Yellow-rumped Warbler. Fox Sparrow, Swamp 

Sparrow, and Field Sparrow are among the winter sparrows you 

might see. Of the 22 warblers seen here, most have been reported 

during spring migration.  

 

In summer, expect Wood Thrush, Summer Tanager, and all of the 

common woodland vireos and flycatchers. Also, you’ll have a good 

chance for Prothonotary Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Louisiana 

Waterthrush, and Yellow-throated Warbler. Among the year-round 

residents are Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Towhee, and Bald Eagle 

(which often perch on the wooded shoreline across from boat 

ramp). 
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 Features of interest to birders: It always pays to scan the lake 

for ducks or waders in season. The courtesy dock right next to the 

boat ramp is an excellent spot to set up your spotting scope. The 

fishing dock on the east side of the lake will give you another per-

spective on the water. 

 

The entrance road goes a short distance with woods on both sides, 

brushy areas, and then loops through the open ground near the boat 

ramp, picnic area, and fishing dock. Off this loop is the campground 

spur, which is one of the best spots for woodland birds on the conser-

vation area. 

 

A quarter mile south of the entrance on RA is a pulloff for a service 

road. There is space to park at the gate without blocking the road. 

Here you can walk through woods and onto the dam. Cross the dam 

for some good brushy habitat on the east end. At that point you can 

drop down on a rough service road that takes you through second 

growth woodlands and old fields, ending at the east boundary line.  

 

At the southwest corner of the area, on CR 387, is a small pond sur-

rounded by trees and brush. It is always worth checking. And while 

there, you can scan for open-land birds on the big private ag field to 

the west. The south boundary of the area is a brushy woodland edge 

that you can bird by carefully walking along Hwy RA. Leaving the 

area, check out the entrance road (off Highway U), to the east fish-

ing dock. A stand of pines borders this road and there are pines on 

private land across the highway.    

 

Picnic Areas: One, with accessible picnic tables under a pavilion. 

 

Toilets: Three accessible vault toilets. Two near fishing docks and 

one near campground. 

 

Camping: There is a primitive camping area with picnic tables, 

grills, and lantern posts on 11 campsites. 

 

Hazards/Limitations: The lake can often be busy with fishermen. 

Waterfowl hunting is prohibited and deer hunting is by archery 

methods only. 

 

Nearby Birding Sites: Bollinger Mill SHS, Maintz Wildlife Pre-

serve, Old Plantation Access, Block Hole Access. 
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———————————————————————————————————- 

ADDRESS CHANGES  

 

If you move to a new address or you register a temporary address with the 

post office, please let MBS know. For an address change, just send me an 

email with your new address, or mail me a note. If it is a temporary 

address, do the same thing, but also let me know the date of your return 

and whether you want THE BLUEBIRD sent to your temporary address or 

held and sent after you return home. You can also change your address 

anytime on your own by logging into your profile at MOBIRDS.ORG. Thank 

you! 

 

Greg Leonard  

MBS Membership Chair  

2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122  

Columbia, MO 65203 -1261 

(573) 443 -8263 

egreg2@yahoo.com  

Tʣʠ Bʧʰʠʝʤʭʟ 



 

 

THE BLUEBIRD 
 The voice of MBS since 1934 

JOIN 

The Missouri Birding Society 

Membership Brings You 

The Bluebirdðquarterly journal of the MBS 

Birding Fellowship 

Spring and Fall Birding Weekends 

Organized Input into Conservation Issues 

Birding Education 

Go to www.mobirds.org and pay using PayPal, or by mail: 

Application for MBS Membership 

Name:  ____________________________________________________________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________  

City / State / Zip:  ___________________________________________________  

Preferred Phone:  _________________________________________  

Email Address:  _____________________________________________________  

_____ Do NOT Publish My Phone Number in the MBS Membership Directory 

_____ Do NOT Publish ANY of My Information in the MBS Membership Directory 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

**Indicate whether this is a NEW membership or a RENEWAL** 

_____ New          _____ Renewal 

**Please check the Membership Category that applies and your BLUEBIRD choice** 

 _____ Individualð$20.00 _____ Contributingð$50.00 

 _____ Familyð$25.00 _____ Benefactorð$150.00 

 _____ Studentð$15.00  

 _____ Mail paper BLUEBIRDð$12.00 per year   

 _____ I’ll read the BLUEBIRD online at MOBIRDS.ORGðFREE! 

 

 $______________ Total Enclosed 

 

Send checks (payable to Missouri Birding Society) to: 

The Missouri Birding Society  

2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122  

Columbia, MO 65203 -1261 


