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PRESIDENT        ’S CORNER—MICHAEL O’KEEFE 

	[image: Image]Good day and holiday greetings to you! 

	In this, my first official letter to you, I am pleased to introduce myself and invite you to contact me with any questions or concerns you have about MBS and our activities. 

	Like many people, my interest in birds and birding came not in childhood, but as a mid-life crisis of sorts. I randomly received a bird feeder as a gift and soon discovered the avian world at my doorstep and way beyond, gathering a collection of books, binoculars and ephemera along the way. 

	At various times I became a member of 

	ASM/MBS and Burroughs Audubon Society of Greater KC, and then joined the ranks of volunteer naturalists with MDC at Burr Oak Woods in Blue Springs. There, and later with the Missouri River Bird Observatory, I was able to assist with bird banding demonstrations over several years. I am not as widely traveled as some, but I have managed to take time for a fair amount of bird observations across the country on vacations, business travels, and a few bird festivals. And I’ll admit to a few chases, but not many. 

	I have worked at KMOS-PBS, the public television station licensed to the University of Central Missouri since I was an undergrad student in 1980.  Between 2005 and 2014 I took advantage of the tuition benefit to complete a Masters in Environmental Studies.  

	As I write at the end of October, I have recently returned from a two-day 

	Partner Roundtable conference sponsored by the Missouri Department of Conservation. About 300 individuals from entities across the state gathered, as they do each year, to develop new or reconnect on continuing partnerships, share insights and practices, and otherwise reenergize their conservation efforts. I introduced myself, shared information about MBS, and made some good connections.  

	Edge Wade was there in the capacity of MBS Conservation Partnership Coordinator and to help with introductions. I appreciate the tireless work that she has done on behalf of MBS and bird conservation, and will continue learning from her. I am also thankful for the MBS board of directors        – those who continue to serve, and to our new members Kelly Ormesher, Jack Corrigan (Webmaster,) Ellen Zellmer (Treasurer,) Karen Lyman (Secretary,) and Mike Grant (Vice President.       ) 

	I am especially grateful to Mike for taking on the role of VP, which means that he will oversee the planning for the Spring and Fall meetings in the next two years. For the next meeting he has a good partner in Steve Paes, who always does a good job in working with Bunker Hill and in arranging speakers. I have enjoyed working on the meetings in the past two years, and I appreciate that Mike will benefit from the support of the board and from you and our other members – especially as we look to our 125th anniversary in 2026.  

	In the meantime, I will work with the board and committee members to continue activities and develop partnerships in support of our mission. I look forward to meeting you one day, whether at one of our seasonal meetings, birding in the field, or at a gathering of like-minded individuals. You are welcome to contact me through my contact information on page i.  

	Thank you for your time and for your support. I wish you peace in the wonders of the season, and joy as a new year comes upon us. 

	 

	 

	 

	Missouri Birding Society Mission Statement 

	 

	The society is dedicated to the preservation and protection of birds and other wildlife; to education and appreciation of the natural world; and to effective wildlife and habitat conservation practices. 

	        MBS Membership Renewal Notice 

	The Missouri Birding Society membership year runs from January 1 to December 31. All MBS memberships other than Life Memberships are due for renewal now. If you are a new member who joined MBS after September 30, 2024, you do not need to renew until December 2025. You may renew your membership online or use the membership renewal form on the back cover of any recent Bluebird. 

	 

	To renew online, go to MBS’s website, www.mobirds.org/MBS/ Membership.aspx and follow the directions. 

	 

	Online renewal has an advantage in that you may use the online form and still write a traditional check, or you can pay directly, using PayPal. You do not need to establish a PayPal account to use this service. Yes, MBS pays a small fee (74 cents per membership) for this PayPal service. This online service saves the Membership Chair and the Treasurer (both volunteers) a lot of time and work. Further, this saves you the need for a stamp and envelope and makes the renewal process direct. PayPal sends an email receipt for the transaction to you. 

	 

	Your membership is important. Membership dues support MBS’s mission of conservation and education, and the services to enhance your birding experience in Missouri. If you have any questions or problems with the renewal process, please feel free to contact me. This same online process is used for new memberships also.  

	P.S. Please disregard this notice if you’ve already renewed… and 

	 

	
thank you for renewing! 

	 

	Greg Leonard 

	Membership Chair 

	Missouri Birding Society 2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122 Columbia, MO 65203-1261 egreg2@yahoo.com 

	(573) 443-8263 

	 

	 

	
 

	 

	 

	Subscribe to the MOBIRDS Listserv! 

	If you are curious about what birds are being seen around Missouri, have a question about a bird, enjoy sharing your birding  experiences, want to know what field trips are coming up, want to meet other birders online, the MBS sponsored MOBIRDS listserv is for you.  

	Join the active Missouri birding community by subscribing here: 

	https://po.missouri.edu/SCRIPTS/wa.exe?SUBED1=MOBIRDS-

	L&A=1 

	 

	Please note that MBS members are NOT automatically subscribed to the listserv. You must subscribe yourself by going to the link above.   

	Also, all listserv posts are retained in a searchable archive: https://po.missouri.edu/SCRIPTS/wa.exe?A0=MOBIRDS-L 

	 

	
 

	         

	  

	 

	 

	   

	 

	WE WELCOME OUR NEW MBS MEMBERS! 
Greg Leonard 


	Remember, new members are our future. If a new member lives near you, say, “Howdy and welcome to MBS.” In addition, recruit another new member. Welcome to these 9 new MBS members in the 4th quarter of 2024! 

	 

	
		
				Ruth Reeg               

				Chesterfield, MO 

		

		
				Laura Anders        

				St. Peters, MO 

		

		
				Allan Kluever        

				Columbia, MO 

		

		
				Billy McCaslin        

				Fenton, MO 

		

		
				Jim Eldridge         

				Kearney, MO 

		

		
				Dianne Van Dien        

				Blackburn, MO 

		

		
				Tracy Lewandowski  

				Kansas City, MO 

		

		
				Sheila Burns         

				Joplin, MO 

		

		
				Robin Standridge        

				Carthage, MO 

		

	

	   

	 

	 

	 

	Zoom Indexer Added to Bluebird Archive 

	The Mobirds.org site has a new feature, the Zoom Indexer, which now allows users to search all of the archived issues of The Bluebird.  The Bluebird, journal of the Missouri Birding Society, has been digitized, with almost all issues from 1964 to the present available.  While this collection is a great resource, it’s an awful lot of text to go through looking for the topic you’re interested in.  Thanks to the Zoom Indexer, you can now go to the search page:  

	 

	(https://mobirds.org/Bluebird/Search.aspx)  

	 

	and type in a key word or words to locate them in the entire collection.   

	 

	To search for a multi-word phrase, enclose it in quotation marks.  

	“Wildcard” characters can be used: “*” for any number of characters, 

	“?” for a single character.  Thus “*finch” would find “finch”, “goldfinch”, “chaffinch”, etc.  And “m?rlin” would find “merlin” or “marlin”, though I doubt the latter appears often in our journal.   

	 

	If you search for multiple words without quotation marks around them, it will find any issue that includes all the words – but they could be anywhere in the issue, so this is a feature to use with care.  

	  

	We hope members will find this new feature helpful.  Try it out! 

	       Fall 2024 Meeting Report 

	Edge Wade 

	If you were there you know it was one of the best meetings we've had in recent years.  

	 

	The accommodations at Three Trails Camp and Retreat were excellent.  The cabins were immaculate and well-accoutered (ours had a full kitchen, comfortable living room, and a great front porch which we enjoyed sharing with neighbors in an evening chat session on a perfect evening). 

	 

	The variety of field trips offered provided opportunities to sample some great habitats.  Burroughs Audubon Society members stepped forward to give great leadership to show us special places and teach us about what to expect there, when. 

	 

	The tally total was 106 species.  A highlight was Sabine's Gull at 

	Smithville Lake.  Other special birds were Sedge Wren and Blue Grosbeak.  Shorebirds and waterfowl were notably lacking. We had to look hard for warblers, but the looking, shared with avid birders, was a fun experience. 

	 

	Jayline O'Keefe's cookies were again a delicious special addition to the festivities.  The Hy-Vee catered meal gave us a very good, tasty variety (and it was noted that many went back for seconds).  As with the meeting in St. Joe, McAllister's box lunches were a good choice for the Sunday lunch. 

	 

	Speakers Jeff Powelson and professor John Hess were excellent--fine examples of the quality of presentations expected at MBS meetings.  We learned, we were entertained, we were challenged to increase our awareness of the world around us and our role in it. 

	 

	Michael O'Keefe's attention to detail in the planning of this meeting is an affirmation of the quality of leadership he brings to MBS as he assumes the presidency.  He will be ably assisted by Mike Grant, Vice President, and a conscientious team of officers and board members. 

	The future of the Missouri Birding Society is bright, as it is in very 

	 

	capable hands. 

	 

	If you are not a member, take a look at the MBS website, https:// mobirds.org/ and consider joining the organization that serves the 

	 

	interests of all Missouri birders and promotes education and habitat development for birds and other wildlife through funding many activities. 

	 

	If you are a member, share with other birders why you support MBS and suggest they join in the organization that will celebrate 125 years of supporting Missouri birders, encouraging youth, and advocating for birds in 2026. 

	[image: Image]

	MBS members celebrate life birds with the traditional Chicken Dance 

	Brown        -headed Nuthatches — Yes! 

	Edge Wade 

	State Ornithologist Kristen Heath-Acre offered to lead a special event field trip as a thank you for MBS support of the 2024 Brownheaded Nuthatch relocation team’s 101 bird capture and release feat.  We jumped at that offer! 

	 

	Most of us gathered for dinner Friday evening , November 8 at the 

	Landing’s Blue Heron Restaurant on the Current River at Van Buren.  Saturday morning all 18 participants learned the history and progress of the BHNU relocation program in a fascinating power-point presentation by Kristen, before caravanning to the Current River Pinery under rain-threatening clouds (the forecast was for 100% chance of rain). 

	At the first stop Kristen demonstrated the use of a hand-held antenna in hopes of picking up a 

	[image: Image]signal from one of the Motus tagged Brownheaded Nuthatches.  She got a signal, not of a nuthatch, but probably from an American Woodcock. 

	 

	We went to a second area along the road.  We watched, we listened. Nineteen heads tilted and swiveled, ears on full alert.  Nope.  No nuthatches here, either.  The clouds got darker. We climbed back in our cars and followed Kristen to the next stop and a walk offroad. 

	        

	Brown-headed Nuthatch, Current River Pinery 

	Carter Co, 9 Nov 24, Photo Bill Blackledge 

	The walk was about 200 yards through sparse underbrush showing the effects of fire management.  There were a few burnt-out tree 

	        

	stumps, an artificial stump/snag (snags are a necessary element  for BHNU nest-building), and an occasional burned hollow hole where a tree once stood. 

	 

	Kristen stopped and pointed upward.  It started to sprinkle.  Was that a squeak?  YES!  She and a couple others heard three birds.  Most of us saw two:  one male and one female (making different sounds) who posed for us as we oohed, ahhed, and got a few photos before it started to pour. 

	 

	Back at the road under dripping hats, we thanked Kristen for a fun, suspenseful, successful adventure before separating to head home, wet, smiling, sharing that special feeling birders know. 

	[image: Image]

	Photo Bill Blackledge 

	Introduction to Birdwatching  

	  

	at Our Lady of Hope School 

	Lee Gruss 

	In the Spring of 2024, I met with Jennifer Pederson at Wallace State 

	Park along with 14 excited 5th grade students from Our Lady of 

	Hope School for a morning of birdwatching.  Our Lady of Hope is a  K-8 high need, low-income school located in Westport, KCMO.  This event was made possible through funding from the Missouri Birding Society. 

	 

	Through the generosity of your grant, each student received a field guide and a set of binoculars to use and keep so that they can continue the peaceful effects of birdwatching at home.  Your generosity, along with collaboration from Colleen Winters of Wild Birds Unlimited, Missouri River Bird Observatory, State of Missouri for the bus grant, and Lane Woody, superintendent of Wallace State Park, made this an awesome 7 week unit with many benefits beyond the classroom.   

	 

	Some highlights of the seven-week unit:  

	
		A visit from Colleen Winters introducing the students to backyard birds of Missouri and taking them outside to model and practice using their binoculars.  I was excited to hear the students use the “clock tool” while at Wallace State Park: “Left tree, mid range, 3 o’clock.” 

		An owl pellet dissection which caused quite the stir in class.  Thank you for donating the pellets and tools as a part of our MBS grant. 

		A bird identification classroom contest. 

		An all-day trip to Wallace State Park with Jennifer Pederson as our birdwatching guide. 

		The culmination of the unit, a visit from Tessa Poolman from the Missouri River Bird Observatory. 



	  

	 I cannot thank you enough for your support.  The students were beyond excited during each part of this Introduction to Birdwatching Unit.  You have truly made a difference. 

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	Our Lady of Hope students birding 

	Photo Lee Gruss 

	 

	
Quantitative Song Variety is Weakly   Linked to Genotype in a Hybridizing Chickadee Population  
Shelby M. Palmer 


	The prevalence of vocal communication in birds has led researchers to investigate how vocalizations evolve across many avian taxa. Of particular interest are the Passeri (songbirds), a group within the order Passeriformes which develop their songs according to both an innate neural template and auditory input from nearby singing adult birds of the same species. The well-demonstrated importance of postnatal learning for normal song development in the Passeri has raised the question of how much genetic background constrains the songs of Passeri birds. The project for which this funding was awarded sought to discern whether song variety, a continuouslydistributed alternative measure to the more commonly used repertoire size of categorical song types, has a genetic basis in Blackcapped Chickadees (Poecile atricapillus) and Carolina Chickadees (Poecile carolinensis). We chose this study system because Blackcapped and Carolina Chickadees form narrow hybrid zones across their range (Figure 1) in which both genetic and vocal admixture occur and can be measured. In a hybridizing population of Blackcapped and Carolina Chickadees in Henry County, Missouri, we found that genetic ancestry was somewhat, though not conclusively, predictive of a multidimensional measure of song variety, but poorly predictive of one-dimensional song variety (Figure 5). Our results suggest that in hybrid zones, genetically Carolina chickadee-like birds may sing with more variation in several acoustic parameters than Black-capped chickadee-like birds, which is reflective of those species’ singing tendencies outside of the hybrid zone. Our findings contrast with results of other studies in this hybrid zone which have detected virtually no relationship between genetic ancestry and song measurements.  

	 

	Data for this study were collected in Henry County, Missouri from 2021-2023. Chickadees in probable hybrid zone localities were captured using mist-nets and an audio playback lure, after which a blood sample and body measurements were taken and plastic colored bands were applied to the tarsi (ankles) for future relocation.  Additional genetic data from outside the hybrid zone were acquired from KU Museum of Natural History. During the breeding seasons  of 2022 and 2023, high volumes of songs were recorded from relocated color-banded singing chickadees using a shotgun microphone mounted in a parabolic dish. To determine genetic ancestry of hybrid zone chickadees, DNA was extracted from blood samples and analyzed for the presence of 10 species-diagnostic genetic markers, and ancestry scores were generated from these data using the program STRUCTURE (0 being pure Black-capped Chickadee and 1 being pure Carolina chickadee) (Figure 2). Acoustic measurements in the frequency (pitch) and time domain were extracted computationally from the chickadee song recordings, and the resulting dataset was reduced in dimensionality using principal component analysis (PCA) and plotted in two and three dimensions to create multidimensional acoustic spaces in which each individual chickadee’s songs were distributed spatially (Figure 3). We then generated song variety scores for each chickadee for which at least 100 songs were recorded by quantifying how much n-dimensional space each individual’s songs occupied within the total acoustic space (Figure 4). Linear regressions were run to test how well genetic ancestry predicts song variety in each of one-, two-, and three-dimensional spaces (Figure 5).  

	 

	The funds awarded by the Missouri Birding Society were imperative in the completion of data collection for this project, namely by defraying travel and lodging expenses in the field and costs of reagents for molecular work. We give wholehearted thanks to the Missouri Birding Society for choosing to invest in this study.  

	 

	The funded study was a master’s thesis project done at Missouri State University in the lab of Dr. Jay McEntee with the help of several MSU graduate and undergraduate students in the field. A manuscript of this study is in preparation for submission to the journal Ornithology.  

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	Figure 1. Approximate ranges of Black-capped (blue polygon) and Carolina (red polygon) chickadees, and all sampling localities (gray box). Range polygon data provided by IUCN Red List (https://www.iucnredlist.org/resources/spatial-data-download).  

	 

	[image: Image]

	Figure 2. Results of STRUCTURE analysis showing probabilities of assignment Q to each of K=2 populations for each individual sampled. Population 1 corresponds to Carolina chickadee ancestry and Population 2 (blue) corresponds to Black-capped chickadee ancestry. The dashed line separates the two hybrid zone sampling sites.  

	[image: Image]

	 

	Figure 3. The two-dimensional acoustic space resulting from applying PCA to the acoustic dataset (1235 songs across 10 individuals) and plotting the first two principal components. Each point represents a single song and each color represents an individual chickadee.  

	 

	[image: Image]

	Figure 4. Plots of two-dimensional minimum spanning trees for each of the 10 fullyrecorded chickadees. Edge weights of minimum spanning trees were summed to generate two-dimensional song variety scores for each individual . 

	       [image: Image]

	 

	 

	Figure 5. Linear regressions modeling the relationship between chickadee genetic ancestry (probability of assignment to the Carolina chickadee genetic cluster) and song variety values in one -dimensional, two-dimensional, and three-dimensional acoustic spaces. 

	Huffing and Puffing 
 
All the Way to Steuben, ME 
Paul McKenzie 


	[image: Image]For the last few years, my wife Becky and I have been able to visit relatives in Boston, MA, and subsequently travel to a family beach house on Drakes Island, ME, and eventually see Acadia National Park in Bar Harbor, ME. One species I have always wanted to photograph is an Atlantic Puffin. In past years we unfortunately visited Bar Harbor too late to take an Atlantic Puffin tour.  This year, though, we were able to schedule a tour to the Petit Manan NWR on 18 July 2024 with Acadia Puffin Cruise located in Pigeon Hill Bay in Steuben, ME (www.acadiapuffincruise.com; 207-5987900 or 207-598-7905). 

	 

	Part of our time was spent with our  in-laws in Boston, where I was able to bird nearby Fresh Pond and Garden St. Glen Park in the suburb of 

	Cambridge (12-13 July and 20-21 July). Like most places this time of year, birds were very quiet and hard to find, but locating a family of 

	Cooper’s Hawks (COHA)on 20-21 July provided a unique opportunity to get great photographs of an immature at Garden St. Glen Park. Our trip to Bar Harbor was established in stages north where we made short side trips to Drakes Island and adjacent locations. Visits to these locations continued to provide some great opportunities to photograph species we normally do not see here in Missouri. The east end of Drakes 

	Cooper’s Hawk, Garden St. Glen       Island is a protected preserve for 

	Park, MA 21 Jul 2024       nesting Least Terns (LETE) and 

	Piping Plovers. Birding the beach at 

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	Piping Plover, Drakes Island, York Co. ME. 19 July 2024.  

	low tide enables good views of Sanderling, Semi-palmated 

	Sandpipers, Semi-palmated Plovers and Great Black-backed Gulls.  In addition to LETE, the most regularly occurring species of terns are Common and Roseate with both species breeding in the area. Because Common Tern was the most abundant species outside of LETE, and not commonly observed in Missouri, I took the opportunity to take numerous photographs. Offshore, Common Eiders often congregate in large numbers. with a few scattered Common Loons. Along roadside thickets the most common breeding species are Gray Catbird and Song Sparrow. 

	 

	[image: Image]One of my favorite spots to bird near Drakes Island is Biddeford Pool and East Point Sanctuary, about 10 miles to the north. These birding hotspots provide fantastic views of the southern Maine coastline and can produce some interesting species. In addition to the large flocks of Common Eiders (COEI), there are occasionally a few scattered Black Scoters, Common Loons, and Red-necked Grebes (see checklist from 22 Aug. 2023 - https://ebird.org/checklist/ S147933402). On 15 July 2024 I was birding along the rocky shore when I spotted a very large flock of COEI foraging in a sheltered  cove. Because it was difficult getting an accurate estimate of COEIs with the constant moving of  water against the rocks, I took some composite photos of the flock to obtain a better count when reviewing my photos back home, especially since I did not have my spotting scope with me. Subsequent review of my photos revealed that the eider flock contained three Atlantic Puffins. While Atlantic Puffins can be viewed at multiple points in southern Maine away from their breeding grounds, a 

	review of eBird records for Common Tern the location revealed that Drakes Island, York Co. ME. 20 July 2024.  

	this species had not been documented this year at the site. 

	 

	After spending a couple of days on Drakes Island, we headed north to Bar Harbor and then Steuben, ME, to take the puffin cruise on 18 July 2024. As luck would have it, we drove through heavy rain to arrive in Steuben just as the rain was ending. We boarded the Acadia Puffin Cruise at 8:30 and headed to Petit Manan NWR. Although it had stopped raining, a thick fog prevented good viewing when we arrived at the island, and I feared I would not be able to get the photograph I so desperately wanted. There were good numbers of Atlantic Puffin, Black Guillemot, Arctic and Common Tern, Double-crested Cormorant, and Common Eider. Frustratingly, I could see and hear Arctic Terns flying around the island, but the thick fog prevented good photos. Because our tour was on a strict schedule, we only had two hours to view the birds around the island. Just as we were leaving, I finally got a suitable photograph of two Atlantic Puffins. While the fog prevented seeing other occasional species such as Common Murre and Razorbill, I was glad that I had finally accomplished photographing one of my most wanted species. 

	 

	Overall, the trip to MA and ME was a memorable experience. A  

	2024 trip report covering our entire trip is available for viewing at: https://ebird.org/tripreport/26453  3. Birds observed during our 2023 trip are available at: https://ebird.org/tripreport/154812. 

	[image: Image]

	Atlantic Puffins- Petit Manan NWR, Washington Co. ME- 18 July 2024.  

	All photos by Paul McKenzie 

	 

	 The Surprising Best Species  of My Minnesota Trip 
Chris Barrigar 


	Would you believe that my “Best Species” from my early October MN trip was not the Ruffed Grouse, though I had outstanding looks at several birds at Sax-Zim Bog, nor was it my Lifer Sharp-tailed Grouse also at Sax-Zim Bog, nor even my Lifer Arctic Tern seen at White Bear Lake on our return trip home to MO?  Could you believe then that my Best Species was an Eastern Screech-Owl? 

	 

	We spent a week visiting my mother-in-law who lives in central MN.  I was allowed freedom for daily excursions to nearby wildlife areas, as well as a couple days furlough which had me heading up to Duluth area with focus on Sax-Zim Bog in hopes of catching a glimpse of a Great Gray Owl.  The weather was unseasonably mild and had me shedding early morning layers to a short-sleeved shirt & wishing I had packed shorts for the afternoon heat. Beautiful conditions would be a poor understatement to describe the weather. 

	 

	At Sax-Zim Bog, I could have hired a guide to help me on the Great Gray Owl quest, but there must a sadistic part of me enjoys the torment of chance encounters that might strictly involve dumb luck.  I spent a full day and a half meandering and exploring this unique birding mecca without success in finding the coveted Great Gray Owl.  Regardless, the multiple Ruffed Grouse were real treats to see as was my first ever, although fleeting, glimpse of a Sharp-tailed Grouse when I noticed that there was no black band on the tail feathers. 

	 

	While at Sax-Zim Bog as well as other wildlife areas that week, I “pished” for some skulking songbirds, and as some of you who have birded with me know, I like to incorporate my imitation of an Eastern Screech-Owl (EASO), which serves a twofold purpose: to give a more realistic effect to the “pishing” effort, and should a willing EASO be nearby, it ofttimes will elicit a response. 

	 

	Back at my mother-in-law’s Thursday night I went out to a local 

	 

	isolated wildlife management area to look at what was to be the peak for the Northern Lights; however, a thin layer of clouds  

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	Ruffed Grouse, Sax-Zim Bog, St. Louis Co MN 9 Oct 2024.   

	Photo Chris Barrigar  

	obscured what should have been a glorious spectacle so far north.  What’s a birder to do when efforts to view the Northern Lights are thwarted?  Begin calling for owls, of course!  I called for EASO here; I called for them there; and I drove miles away to another great looking spot to call again and again.  I even risked a chance encounter with the Po-Po when (after hours) I entered a heavily wooded city park bordered by the Mississippi River all the while calling and calling without the hint of an EASO response.  It was nearly midnight when I returned to the house with my head hanging low and tail between my legs at my failure to rouse the interest of an EASO.  Sleep that night did not come easy as I lay pondering how I had called at prime habitat locations locally yet not had a response.  My  mood sunk deeper when I began to realize that I had not been able to get a response at ANY location that week in MN.        

	 

	The next morning, with my birding ego still bruised, I checked the eBird “Explore” function for Eastern Screech-Owl, and the results there helped to ease my birding pain.  It appears that you can draw an almost horizontal line across the middle of MN where below it shows some records of EASO; however, above that line, the records are scant at best and none within recent years.  In fact, I remember thinking that it was comical that I could have thought my efforts would yield any response based on eBird reports. 

	 

	It was around mid-day when my brother-in-law and his wife visited for lunch; afterward, he suggested we sit outside enjoying the gorgeous day.  We were enjoying good conversation on the front porch, and I had started entering birds I saw and heard into an eBird checklist.  Earlier, I had already shared with them my EASO follies throughout the northern part of the state, locally the night before, and the eBird search results, and they were aware of my somewhat somber mood. 

	[image: Image]

	Arctic Tern, White Bear Lake County Park, Ramsey Co MN 12 Oct 24.          

	Photo Chris Barrigar  

	         

	About 30 minutes passed when it was like the frost on your windshield beginning to yield to the vehicle’s defroster that I began to become aware of a group of scolding Black-capped Chickadees and White-breasted Nuthatches.  The realization that there was a “disturbance in the force” was setting in my foggy brain.  In a semizombie state, I went to see what the fuss was about … neighborhood feral cat or snake maybe?  The temps were warm enough for snakes yet in MN, as I had seen a Dekay’s Brown Snake the afternoon before while out birding at Crane Meadows NWR. 

	 

	The fracas was taking place around the side of the house in a semiwooded lot in this newer subdivision. About 6-7 feet high in a small sapling small birds were nervously dancing about the limbs; however, one Black-capped Chickadee was motionless nearest the main tree trunk.  I noticed that the gray shoulder/back wasn’t moving... until it did!  As it moved in an odd motion a gray “V” formed.  As I live and breathe, there staring at me fifteen feet away was the most awesome gray morph Eastern Screech-Owl pressed neatly against the main trunk -- a species I had earlier that morning (barely hours before) given up hope of ever encountering in northern half of MN. 

	 

	I barely moved to try to get my family’s attention, and the nervous little owl fled deeper within the brush, on through the neighboring backyards with the mobbing flock in hot pursuit, and into obscurity.  Later, in the shade of night, I stepped out to try again for the Northern Lights and was greeted by a fox casually strolling down the main subdivision lane, but no Northern Lights could be seen that night either. 

	 

	Even though I saw several new species including Snowshoe Hare, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Arctic Tern, a MN Dekay’s Brown Snake, the most exciting species of the trip was a simple, familiar species, the Eastern Screech-Owl.  Funny, eh? 

	 

	Book Review:  
       Birds and Flowers:  
An intimate 50-million year relationship  by Jeff Ollerton 
 
Allen Gathman 


	[image: Image]Birds and Flowers: An intimate 50 million year relationship.  Jeff Ollerton. London: Pelagic Publishing, 2024.  

	If you’re like me, when you think of birds pollinating flowers, the only ones that come to mind are hummingbirds.  And of course, hummingbirds are wellknown for their relationship with flowers.  But hummingbirds are members of a single family, the Trochilidae; Jeff Ollerton starts this book with a list of 74 families of birds – over one fourth of all 253 bird families – that have members that visit flowers and may are known or presumed to pollinate them.  Who knew that 10% of woodpecker species visit flowers for nectar?  Or that Saguaro cacti are pollinated not only by Gila Woodpeckers but also by White-winged Doves?   

	 

	Funding for biological research often favors molecular techniques, and purely “naturalist” activities suffer from a lack of support.  One symptom of this is widespread confusion about what flowers are actually bird-pollinated.  Ollerton points out that plants are often described as “ornithophilous.”  This may mean that birds have been observed pollinating the plant.  But it may just mean that the plant has flowers that are reddish and tubular, for instance.  Lots of such plants are bird-pollinated, but some aren’t.  Worse, many plants without such “ornithophilous” features are pollinated by birds.  The actual field observations necessary to determine if a plant’s flowers are visited by birds, and if those birds are effective in pollinating the  plant, are often skipped.  Only a small number of plant species have had their pollination systems investigated in this manner; Ollerton   estimates perhaps 10%.  

	 

	In this book, Ollerton works through the diverse kinds of bird – flower interactions, and considers how flowers and birds have evolved together, allowing each party to gain advantages from those interactions.  He considers how birds’ brains and sense organs influence the kinds of flowers that will attract them.  The geographic differences in bird – flower interactions come to the fore as he looks at island and mountain isolation, as well as the “curious case of Europe,” where bird pollinators are famously scarce.  Urban environments have their own special ecological niches, and invasive species, both plant and avian, disrupt coevolved relationships.   

	 

	Highly specialized bird-flower interactions get a lot of attention in the scientific and popular literature.  Take the example of the  Sword-billed Hummingbird, whose 10-cm bill is longer than its body.  These birds pollinate Andean passionflowers with exceedingly long, tubular flowers.  This seems to be an extreme case of coevolution, where the bird and plant have adapted to each other so that they are mutually co-dependent.  However, the Sword-billed 

	Hummingbird also feeds on various other shorter-tubed flowers.  Why go to all the trouble and energetic expense of carrying around a big bill if you could feed with a shorter one?  Ollerton suggests that the birds’ long bills may be an example of sexual selection, where longer bills are selected for because they attract mates; the feeding strategy could be secondary.  This is a recurring theme in the book: “sometimes the simple textbook explanations of the natural world are not all that they might appear.”  

	 

	The book is a fascinating tour through birds’ contributions to pollination ecology.  For just a few of many examples, he tells of his travels to remote locations to observe the birds in action. He discusses the role of bird pollination in locally important crops such as the Brazilian Guava and the aforementioned saguaro cactus, whose fruits are consumed by the Tohono O’odham people of the American southwest.  He warns that endangered Hawaiian Honeycreepers are pollinators whose existence is threatened by habitat loss.   

	 

	Ollerton is a professor at the University of Northhampton’s Center for Sustainable Futures.  The book’s style is professorial, though in  the sense of a very engaging professor who has lots of stories to tell, and many engaging digressions in his lectures.  While written for  the lay person, the book doesn’t shy away from detail, and some readers may find the extensive treatment of diverse plant and bird taxa somewhat overwhelming.  It’s a volume best read a chapter at a time, perhaps, and its organization lends itself to that strategy.  For a birder with an interest in the ecology of birds and plants, though, it’s well worth the effort.   

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	Nazca vase showing  multiple hummingbird species feeding on a flower.  Photo Jeff Ollerton 

	 

	  
Top Ten Species for 2023 
Missouri Bird Records Committee 


	Note: The first three species, all first state records, are all considered equally noteworthy and “tied” for #1.  

	 

	1) CASSIN’S KINGBIRD (Tyrannus vociferans): One, 13 May 

	2023, Pleasant Home Baptist Church, Springfield, Greene Co. Jeff Gardner (documentation with photographs). Definitive, and first, state record. 

	 

	1) PAINTED REDSTART (Myioborus pictus): Adult, 16–17 

	September 2023, private residence, Columbia, Boone Co. Karen Truckey, Pete Monacell, Paul McKenzie (documentation with photographs), Sarah Kendrick. Definitive, and first, state record. 

	 

	1) RED-FOOTED BOOBY (Sula sula): Immature female, 8-9 November 2023, St. Louis City.  

	This bird was found at the side of a road in downtown St. Louis, near Compton Hill Reservoir. It was taken to the Wildlife Rescue Center, where, despite being given food and intensive care, it died the next day. Testing revealed a damaged artery, likely from a car strike, and DNA showed it to be female. Documentation with the information and photographs was conveyed to the MBRC by Mary Nemecek. The Committee acknowledged the possibility that the bird had followed or ridden a ship or barge in its journey up from the Gulf of Mexico; but this was considered to be the natural behavior of many seabirds, not a form of human capture or restraint. Thus the bird was considered wild, a judgment in line with recent seabird decisions by the ABA (per correspondence with Peter Pyle, Chair of the ABA Checklist Committee). Using eBird, this appears to be the farthest-inland record of this species in the United States, and the only record from a state without a seacoast. Definitive, and first, state record. 

	        

	 

	
	4) AMERICAN FLAMINGO        (Phoenicopterus ruber): One, 26 



	September 2023, Smithville Lake, Clay Co. The only observer, Marissa Greene, obtained video, and Mary Nemecek provided stills from it along with evidence that it was the same bird seen previously in Ohio and subsequently in Kansas, using photo comparisons by J. Miller. This was one of many American Flamingos displaced northward from the Yucatan by Hurricane Idalia, some of them into the United States. The committee was unanimous in accepting this bird as one of wild origin; thus, this becomes a Definitive state record, and the species is no longer Provisional on the Missouri list. This decision does not, however, automatically provide full acceptance of prior American Flamingo records; these would need to be reconsidered individually.                                 

	 

	
	5) GARGANEY (Spatula querquedula): Male, 2–7 April 2023, Loess Bluffs NWR. Kendell Loyd, Pete Monacell, Mary Nemecek, Paul McKenzie (documentation with photographs), m. ob.; found by D. Anderson. Accidental transient; third record. 



	 

	
	6) LEWIS’S WOODPECKER (Melanerpes lewis): One, 20 March– 30 April 2023, Current River Pinery, Carter Co. Sarah Kendrick, Pete Monacell, Diane Bricmont, Paul McKenzie, Kendell Loyd (documentation with photographs), m.ob. Accidental; fourth record. 



	 

	
	7) LIMPKIN (Aramus guarauna): The first, second, and third records of this species in winter were as follows: (1) Up to three birds continuing from fall at Busch CA, St. Charles Co., seen by 



	m.ob., and documented on 4 January 2024 by Becky Lutz; (2) two birds continuing from fall at Lake Springfield Park and the Springfield Nature Center, seen by m.ob. and documented on 23 

	December 2023 by Kendell Loyd; (3) one bird continuing from fall at Onondaga Cave SP, seen by m.ob., and documented by Carolyn Clay on 11 January 2024. In each case the documenter provided photographs that established the birds’ presence in winter. With three records, the species remains accidental in winter (at least for the moment!) and needs documentation. 

	 

	
	8) SCISSOR       -TAILED FLYCATCHER (Tyrannus forficatus): 



	Adult male, 17 December 2023, Springfield, Greene Co. Found by 

	Ruby Ball, Ann Liles, Dan Liles, and Lisa Zellers; documented by   Kendell Loyd (with photographs). Accidental in winter; second record. 

	 

	
	9) PECTORAL SANDPIPER (Calidris melanotos): One, 14 



	December 2023, Four Rivers CA, Vernon Co. Paul McKenzie (documentation with photographs), Linda Williams. Accidental in winter; third record. 

	 

	
	10) NEOTROPIC CORMORANT (Nannopterum brasilianum): One, 20 January 2023, Kellogg Lake Park, Jasper Co. Jeremiah Nichols (documentation with photographs). Accidental in winter; third record. 



	 

	 

	 

	
       Birders’ Guide:  
Duck Creek Conservation Area - Greenbrier Unit 
Mark Hahn, 2024 


	473.7 acres, Bollinger Co. DeLorme 67, A-10 

	MDC Owned. For more information call (573) 222-3337  

	 

	Directions: 

	From Advance, take Route C seven miles west. 

	 

	ADA Information:   

	The area has no special accommodations. 

	 

	General Description:   

	Nearly all of the area lies in the historic floodplain of the Mississippi River before it moved to its current location during the last ice age.  More recently, it became the floodplain of the Castor River as it transitions from the Ozarks to the Southeast Lowlands.  The area offers a nice diversity of habitats.  These include the Castor River and its associated riparian hardwoods and canebrakes, some remaining oxbows/sloughs, limited upland hardwoods and fields, food plots, and MDC-created wetlands. 

	 

	Points of Interest to Birders:   

	There are three parking areas (see area map) which provide the only access to the area.  Each can be attractive to birders for different reasons. 

	 

	The East Parking Area provides access to the Castor River via a concrete boat ramp.  The river flows off the area almost immediately, so anyone wanting to bird from a canoe or kayak would need to paddle upstream or float from the MDC Maple Flats Access, which is upstream near Zalma.  The best birding here is to walk south from the parking area a short distance to the levee.  The levee corridor is owned and maintained by the Little River Drainage District and is considered private property.  Little River basically maintains a short 0.5 mi road on top of the levee which is surrounded by the Greenbrier Unit.  This road can be used as a  footpath, but is not publicly accessible for motorized vehicles, and the gate should not be blocked.   The road puts the birder at eye   level with canopy hardwoods on both sides, which can be good birding during migration, especially because there are so many miles of agricultural ground immediately to the south and east.  The road also offers views of where the Cato Slough brings water out of the Castor River during high flows to supply much of the main unit of Duck Creek Conservation Area. 

	 

	The South Parking Area doesn’t have much in the way of convenient access for birders, as there are no trails or roads that lead from it.  However, it is from here where one can find upland habitat including hardwoods and fields adjacent to the parking area.  In addition, a mature stand of shortleaf pines can be accessed by bushwhacking north from this parking area a short distance. 

	 

	The West Parking Area is the jumping-off point for the best birding on the area.  This is because it provides access to the MDCmanaged wetland areas, which are shown as white rectangles on the area map.  These wetlands only fill from natural runoff and when MDC can “backfill” water from the Castor River during high flow periods.  As a result, the winter and early spring can be good for waterfowl and shorebirds.  The fall migration typically coincides with dry conditions and no water is usually present.  The views from the parking area are poor, so good birding requires a walk along an access road that only gets mowed annually in the fall, so that by mid -summer it is rather overgrown.  One other option is to drive past the parking area to the first curve in the county road where there is a limited open view of one of the larger wetlands. 

	 

	Interesting Historical Note: 

	In 1863 the Civil War “Battle of the Mingo Swamp” occurred nearby and resulted in 29 casualties.  Most of these are buried in a mass grave in the Greenbrier Zephyr Cemetery, which is 0.6 miles north of the East Parking Area. 

	 

	Toilets:  None available 

	 

	Hazards/Limitations: 

	In tall grass and wooded areas, ticks and chiggers are abundant in the summer and fall. The area is hunted, especially during waterfowl, spring turkey and fall deer seasons.  Wearing hunter orange in season is recommended; hunting seasons are posted on the  MDC website. 

	        

	Nearby Birding Sites: Castor River CA, Dark Cypress Unit of 

	Duck Creek CA, Duck Creek CA (main unit), Maple Flats Access, 

	Mingo National Wildlife Refuge, Sank CA, Sweetgum Access 
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	West Parking Area.  Photo Mark Hahn 
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				       Birders’ Guide:  
Little Bean Marsh Conservation Area 
J. Corrigan, 2024 

		

	

	440 Acres. Platte Co. DeLorme 26, C-2  

	GPS: 39.497379°N 95.021351°W (39.497379, -95.021351)  

	Owned by Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC); for more information call (816) 858-5718  

	 

	Directions:  

	From Kansas City, take Highway 45 north 30 miles, then Westside Drive west to access the area. 

	 

	ADA Information: 

	ADA designated parking is available. Paved trail is accessible from this parking area. 

	Some of the area can be birded from roads and parking lots.  

	 

	When to Visit/Species to Expect: 

	 

	NOTE: As of summer of 2024, Bean Lake, Little Bean Lake and Cottonwood Slough are mostly dry due to prolonged drought conditions. 

	 

	After turning west from 45 Highway onto Westside Drive (gravel road), the first stop is the cable gate (39.501665°N 95.015571°W) located where the road bends south. The trail that is shown on the area map is a seasonally mowed fire line, which means during burn season there is a mowed trail from the cable gate to Little Bean Lake, as well as around the perimeter of this early successional open bottomland portion of the area. However, come mid-July the native grasses and forbs are waist high. Typical open area species for the season can be observed. Large flocks of migrating waterfowl can be  seen overhead as Missouri River stopover locations are not far away. 

	 

	Roadside birding can continue as you drive toward the main entrance. There is one large private parcel on the westside that is easily identified. However, the east side has several private parcels mixed in with public areas, and the boundaries are less obvious and not marked. 

	 

	The main road into the area is next, and is accessible year-round by turning right at the cantilever area sign. Bean Lake can be viewed on the left, as well as areas of bottomland timber. The abundance of natural snags accommodates a variety of woodpeckers, as well as a perched Red-tailed hawk or the occasional Bald Eagle. About a few hundred yards down the access road, on the left will be the first gravel parking lot with informational signs and map board. There is also a basic gravel boat ramp. 

	 

	Continue on past this parking area to the main parking lot for the area. The ADA parking area is located here, in addition to access for the paved walking trail. The walking trail is not a loop but an open “horseshoe”. The right side of the trail leads to an accessible covered blind that overlooks Cottonwood Slough. This is about a 300-yard walk on level terrain. 

	 

	NOTE: The blind was uprooted and damaged during past flooding and has not been replaced/repaired as of summer 2024. 

	 

	The left side of the trail leads to an accessible wooden viewing platform that overlooks Little Bean Lake and associated wetland. This is about an 850 yard walk on level terrain. Year-round resident bottomland timber songbirds (woodpeckers, chickadees and titmice) are present. During the season several species of warblers and orioles can be observed. When water is present, and someday it will return, many species of waterfowl and shorebirds make use of this gem of public land in Platte County. 

	 

	Picnic Areas:  

	None  

	 

	Toilets:   

	None.  

	 

	Camping:  

	Not Permitted 

	 

	Hazards/Limitations: 

	In season, precautions should be taken for mosquitoes, ticks and chiggers.  

	Hunting is permitted in specific portions of the area; check the MDC website for season dates.  

	Prescribed fire management activities may be conducted from early fall through late spring. 

	 

	Nearby Birding Sites:  

	Weston Bend State Park, Guy B. Park Conservation Area, Platte 

	Ridge Park, Platte Falls Conservation Area 

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	       Birders’ Guide:  
Black Island Conservation Area - Wolf Bayou Unit 
Allen Gathman, 2024 


	276.4 acres. Pemiscot Co. DeLorme 71, C-8 

	GPS 36.3215, -89.6357 

	Owned MDC, for more information call (573) 290-5730. 

	 

	Directions:  Take the Wardell exit from I-55 and follow the east outer road to Highway BB; take BB east to CR 322.  Take CR 322 

	(or the parallel levee road) south about ½ mile to the area entrance.   

	 

	ADA Information: No accessible facilities.  Much of the area can be birded from the road and parking lots.   

	 

	When to Visit/Species to Expect:  Birding opportunities at this site depend greatly on rainfall and the level of the Mississippi. When the river is high or rainfall has been plentiful, private farm fields west of the entrance road flood, producing excellent habitat for waterfowl, waders, and shorebirds.  Regardless of water levels, spring and fall migrations are good for warblers, vireos, and other passerines.  Least Tern is a summer resident.   

	 

	Features of interest to birders:  Vegetation along the entrance road often yields sparrows, woodpeckers, warblers, etc.  In addition, if the fields to the west are flooded, there are several spots where waterfowl and shorebirds can be viewed.  The road forks shortly after the entrance, and there is a parking lot to the left in a wooded area.  Walk east from here on the service road about 100 yards to the north end of Wolf Bayou.  The road is rather rough and rocky, but this is one of the best spots in the area for woodland species.  Back on the main road, continue south about ¾ mile to a large parking lot.  This area is used extensively by anglers, but Least Tern and swallow species can often be seen over the bayou.  At the far south end of the parking lot, a gravel road turns west about 50 feet to boat ramp onto another slough.  This slough is more likely than Wolf Bayou itself to have waterfowl on it, and the vegetation along the banks is often good for passerines as well.          

	 

	Picnic Areas:          Several picnic tables and grills at the main parking lot.   

	 

	Toilets:   None.  

	 

	Camping:  None.  

	 

	Hazards/Limitations:  The area is closed when the Mississippi river level is at or above 28 feet at the Caruthersville gauge.  Hunting is permitted, so it is advisable to be aware of hunting seasons.  Ticks, chiggers, and mosquitoes are present in warmer months.   

	 

	Nearby Birding Sites:  Black Island Conservation Area – Bradford Unit; Black Island Conservation Area – Gayoso Bend Unit; Triangle Boat Club Access; Twin Borrow Pits Conservation Area.  
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The Bluebird 

	  

	Awards Committee: The MBS Executive Committee 

	 

	Executive Committee:  Michael O’Keefe, Mike Grant, Karen Lyman,  Ellen Zellmer, and Allen Gathman 

	 

	Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative: Bill Eddleman 

	 

	Conservation Partnership Coordinator: Edge Wade 

	 

	Bluebird Mailing Coordinator:  Lottie Bushmann 

	 

	Missouri Bird Records Committee: 

	       Chair: Pete Monacell 

	       Secretary: Bill Rowe 

	       Voting Members:   Cory Gregory, Kendell Loyd, Kristi Mayo, Pete 

	              Monacell, Marky Mutchler, Mary Nemecek, Josh Uffman 

	———————————————————————————————————- 

	

	ADDRESS CHANGES 

	 

	If you move to a new address or you register a temporary address with the post office, please let MBS know. For an address change, just send me an email with your new address, or mail me a note. If it is a temporary address, do the same thing, but also let me know the date of your return and whether you want THE BLUEBIRD sent to your temporary address or held and sent after you return home. You can also change your address anytime on your own by logging into your profile at MOBIRDS.ORG. Thank you! 

	 

	Greg Leonard 

	MBS Membership Chair 

	2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122 

	Columbia, MO 65203-1261 

	(573) 443-8263 egreg2@yahoo.com 

	 

	 

	
		
				JOIN 
 
The Missouri Birding Society 
Membership Brings You 
The Bluebird—quarterly journal of the MBS 
Birding Fellowship 
Spring and Fall Birding Weekends 
Organized Input into Conservation Issues 
Birding Education Go to www.mobirds.org and pay using PayPal, or by mail: 
Application for MBS Membership 
Name:  ____________________________________________________________  Address:  __________________________________________________________  City / State / Zip:  ___________________________________________________  
Preferred Phone:  _________________________________________  
Email Address:  _____________________________________________________  
_____ Do NOT Publish My Phone Number in the MBS Membership Directory 
_____ Do NOT Publish ANY of My Information in the MBS Membership Directory 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ **Indicate whether this is a NEW membership or a RENEWAL** 
_____ New          _____ Renewal 
**Please check the Membership Category that applies and your BLUEBIRD choice** 
       _____ Individual—$20.00       _____ Contributing—$50.00 
       _____ Family—$25.00       _____ Benefactor—$150.00 
       _____ Student—$15.00        
       _____ Mail paper BLUEBIRD—$12.00 per year   
       _____ I’ll read the BLUEBIRD online at MOBIRDS.ORG—FREE! 
 
       $______________ Total Enclosed 
 
Send checks (payable to Missouri Birding Society) to: 
The Missouri Birding Society 
       2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122 
Columbia, MO 65203-1261 
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