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PRESIDENT        ’S CORNER—MICHAEL O’KEEFE 

	[image: Image]Welcome to the early days of spring! With the last vestiges of winter holding on, there is no doubt in my mind that you are formulating plans for new places to visit and new birds to see.  

	If you are making plans for travel, start with your registration for the MBS Spring Meeting to be held in the Ozarks at the Bunker Hill Resort. The keynote will be a presentation by Dr. Mick Sutton on caves and cave life in the Ozarks, Meeting details are being formulated, and I’m hopeful that registration will be online by the time you read this. 

	 

	Thinking about adventure in the Gulf of Mexico?  Look for inspiration from Paul McKenzie as he recounts his trip from New Orleans to the Bahamas. But if you’d rather spend your time at instate birding destinations, check out the Birders’ Guides for Duck Creek Conservation Area — Dark Cypress Unit in Bollinger County and Rotary Lake in Cape Girardeau County. 

	 

	Also included in this issue of The Bluebird are the Spring and Summer Seasonal Reports and the annual report from our Missouri Bird Records Committee. 

	 

	MBS is proud to celebrate the legacy of the late Brad Jacobs as an extraordinary biologist and mentor for so many through the annual “Bird for Brad Day” each May 1. The brainchild of Sarah Kendrick, this will be a day to share your love of birding with others. Keep an eye out for more information in the e-news and social media.  

	 

	We’re pleased to partner with Missouri Department of Conservation for the first       -ever Missouri Birding Challenge! This event is designed to offer new and experienced birders a fun way to meet birding challenges in a variety of different categories.  

	        

	Seasoned birders can explore new birding areas in the state with a bit of competition in the mix. To provide an avenue for all aspiring birders to participate, the challenge offers a variety of categories by age or experience level. Winners in each category will be drawn at random, so everyone has a chance to win one a prize. We will share information about this event, but feel free to read more on the MDC website. 

	 

	Thank you for your continued support of the Missouri Birding Society, and for staying strong in your support of conservation practices across our state.  

	  

	 

	 

	WE WELCOME OUR NEW MBS MEMBERS! 
Greg Leonard 


	 

	Remember, new members are our future. If a new member lives near you, say, “Howdy and welcome to MBS.” In addition, recruit another new member. Welcome to these 12 new MBS members in the 1st quarter of 2025! 

	 

	Kathleen Benckendorf              Saint Louis, MO Mary Parks                      St. Charles, MO 

	Dianne Droney                     Ballwin, MO 

	Jerry Weimer                     Cabool, MO 

	Fred Ricks                            Saint Louis, MO Anne Baggott                      Leawood, KS 

	Erica Ballard                      Saint Louis, MO 

	Sara Zeigler    Kansas City, MO Sav Campbell   Kansas City, MO 

	Alis Yoder                            Rutledge, MO 

	Tyler Webb                            Jackson, MO 

	Bodhi Lee                            Manchester, MO 

	 

	 

	        MBS Policies and Procedures  for Non-renewed Memberships 

	The by-laws specify that notices of delinquency shall be sent within sixty (60) days after the start of the membership year (that is, on or before March 1). Everyone delinquent in membership renewal, i.e., hasn’t paid dues for this membership year, will have received two delinquency notices by now.  

	 

	You can help by reminding fellow MBS members to send in their dues. Those who have not paid their dues will be removed from membership the first week of April. 

	 

	To renew online, go to MBS’s website, www.mobirds.org/MBS/ Membership.aspx or use the membership renewal form on the back cover of any recent Bluebird. 

	 

	Your membership is important. Membership dues support MBS’s mission of conservation and education, and the services to enhance your birding experience in Missouri. 

	 

	If you have any questions or problems with the renewal process, please feel free to contact me. 

	 

	Sincerely, 

	 

	Greg Leonard 

	Membership Chair 

	Missouri Birding Society 

	2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122 Columbia, MO 65203-1261 egreg2@yahoo.com (573) 443-8263 

	 

	
Subscribe to the MOBIRDS Listserv!        

	If you are curious about what birds are being seen around Missouri, have a question about a bird, enjoy sharing your birding  experiences, want to know what field trips are coming up, want to meet other birders online, the MBS sponsored MOBIRDS listserv is for you.  

	Join the active Missouri birding community by subscribing here: 

	https://po.missouri.edu/SCRIPTS/wa.exe?SUBED1=MOBIRDS-

	L&A=1 

	 

	Please note that MBS members are NOT automatically subscribed to the listserv. You must subscribe yourself by going to the link above.   

	Also, all listserv posts are retained in a searchable archive: https://po.missouri.edu/SCRIPTS/wa.exe?A0=MOBIRDS-L 

	  

	 

	Missouri Birding Society Mission Statement 

	The society is dedicated to the preservation and protection of birds and other wildlife; to education and appreciation of the natural world; and to effective wildlife and habitat conservation practices. 

	  
Recent MBS Board Actions 


	Youth camp choices  -16 Nov 2024  

	I move that, because the ABA summer camps are not being held in 2025, MBS offer to sponsor two students to NAS camps at Hog Island and consider similar sponsorship to any other appropriate camps for the summer of 2025.  

	 

	Moved By: Lottie Bushmann  

	Seconded By: Kendell Loyd 

	 

	Summer camp funding change — 16 Dec 2024  

	In lieu of sponsoring campers to NAS Hog Island Camp in 2025, the MBS Youth Scholarship Committee  will offer two awards of $1,000 each to young Missouri birders who have been accepted by a camp that features birding as a component of the activities. Proof of acceptance to the camp is required for approval of the request for $1,000 assistance.  The recipient(s) will be required to submit an article to The Bluebird describing the camp experience.  Should more than two applicants qualify for $1,000 assistance, the committee is authorized to approve and award as many as four (4) assistance awards for a total of up to $4,000. 

	 

	Moved By: Lottie Bushmann  

	Seconded By: Ellen Zellmer 

	 

	Support for MOTUS Wood Thrush project — 21 Jan 2024  

	I move the Missouri Birding Society appropriate $5,000 from CACHE derived funds to support the Motus Wood Thrush tagging and tracking project coordinated by Sarah Kendrick of USFWS Region 3, for Year 2 of the project.  The $5,000 is to be used where most needed. Upon passage of this motion, the treasurer is authorized to transfer the funds to the account administered by the Missouri Conservation Heritage Foundation for the Wood Thrush tagging program. 

	  

	Moved By: Allen Gathman  

	Seconded By: Kendell Loyd 

	 

	       Cruise Birding 
Paul McKenzie 


	[image: Image]

	Iguana, Key West FL 

	Recently (23 Nov – 2 Dec 2024), my wife Becky, my niece River Schmidt, and I went on a Carnival Cruise from New Orleans, LA to the Bahamas (Freeport and Nassau) and back. On the way south, the cruise ship made a brief stop in Key West, FL. Logistically, the cruise had its difficulties, but overall it was a lot of fun and I was still able to get in some good birding time. Given the ship would cross the open Gulf of Mexico, I took the opportunity to conduct bird surveys using the eBird pelagic birding protocol by recording birds observed during one-hour segments. Counts were conducted from the upper decks (9-11) of the ship where I had perfect views of the open Gulf for a few miles in every direction.  

	 

	[image: Image]The initial count on the trip south (25 Nov) was extremely boring as I did not observe a single bird until we were approaching Key West where I was able to photograph a few Magnificent Frigatebirds. Because we had a limited stop at Key West, I had limited opportunities for birding except spending a few hours near the port. I was able  to get good photos of Brown Pelican, Black Skimmer, Royal Tern, and the well established Red Junglefowl. Never did I 

	         

	imagine I would ever do an eBird checklist where I recorded and photographed this species! This species has an interesting history on the island but has become so numerous that it threatens native species. Because it is against the law to kill these birds, they present a gnarly management issue. Other highlights for Key West were my first photographs of       Red Junglefowl, Key West, FL Green Iguana (Iguana iguana), Eastern curly-tailed lizard (Leiocephalus carinatus), and brown or Bahaman anole (Anolis sagrei). I took the opportunity in Key West to go parasailing with my wife and niece and it was more fun than I anticipated.  

	 

	Our second stop on the cruise was Freeport, Bahamas. The port was on the western end of the island in a rather run down area that had old, abandoned buildings, tanker ships and a few oil refineries. Fortunately, we got a ride to a public beach (Taino Beach/Pirates Cove) that had beach access and limited scrub habitat. While my wife and niece signed up for a zip line, I took the opportunity to bird and was able to photograph the Bahama endemic Thick-billed Vireo, LaSagra’s Flycatcher and Common Ground Dove. Because the Western Palm Warbler is surely the most abundant North American migrant/winter visitant in the Bahamas, I got some of the best photos I have ever taken of this species. The best birds on the beach included Ruddy Turnstone and Sanderling. Another photo highlight was my first photo of Zebra longwing butterfly (Heliconius charithonia). 

	 

	Our third and last stop was in Nassau, Bahamas on 28 Nov.  A local birder had recommended an 11-acre botanical garden called the Retreat Garden (also known as the Retreat National Park) so I took a taxi to the preserve. It was here that I took some of the best photos of the trip, especially of some North American migrants/winter visitant warblers that included American Redstart, Black       -andwhite, Black-throated Blue, Cape May, N. Parula, Prairie, Ovenbird, and Worm-eating. All birds were visiting a circulating water source in a small sinkhole called the “Green Hell.” It is unknown how this 

	        

	site received such a name given it was anything but such a designation. Other species present included Painted Bunting, Red-legged Thrush, LaSagra’s Flycatcher, Thick-billed Vireo, Caribbean Dove, White-crowned Pigeon, and Common Ground Dove. 

	 

	On the evening of 28 Nov we headed back to New Orleans, but during the late afternoon we received a notice from the captain that a passenger had taken seriously ill and the ship would have to retrack back to Key West where he could be transported to a hospital. This emergency caused a significant delay in scheduling and most passengers, including us, missed flights from the New Orleans airport. 

	 

	Nonetheless, the delay turned out to be a blessing in disguise from a birding perspective. On our return of 29 and 30 Nov I continued to conduct pelagic counts despite my lack of success on 25 Nov. On the morning of 29 Nov there was a significant wind shift to the north with a noticeable increase in wind speed that went from about 5-10 mph to 15-25 mph with gusts to 30 mph. Due to the increased wind speed, decks 10 and 11 were closed to passengers, so I watched from the 9th deck. The first couple of hours (beginning at 6:30 am) I only recorded a few Magnificent Frigatebirds but everything changed when I spotted and photographed my first Brown Booby at 1:05 pm. 

	In the next 3 hours I observed five different individuals and was 

	[image: Image]

	 

	Black-throated Blue Warbler, Nassau 

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	 

	Red-legged Thrush, Nassau 

	able to get photographs of each bird. Birds first appeared in the back of the ship following the cavitation of the churned water and then would fly alongside providing unique opportunities for photos. 

	 

	With my success of 29 Nov, I started birding early on 30 Nov at 6:00 am and saw my first Brown Booby between 6:35 and 6:42 am. In the next six hours, I recorded a total of eight Brown Boobies and observed two birds in the air at the same time on two different occasions. The highlight of the count, however, was a very unexpected Cory’s Shearwater observed and photographed at 10:42. Photos were sufficient to eliminate Scolopi’s Shearwater (a recent taxonomic split from Cory’s) from consideration. 

	 

	The emergence delay of 28 Nov further enhanced my birding opportunities when we headed up the Mississippi River on the morning of 1Dec. Normally we would have traveled up the river in total darkness but the delay enabled me to count birds as we headed north during daylight hours. As we headed up the river, I was unprepared for the birding spectacle that was unfolding before my eyes. There were so many birds perched along the rock jetty at the mouth of the  river or ones observed on adjacent mudflats and marsh that it was impossible for me to keep up, especially given the ship had increased its speed from about 13 km/hr to nearly 33 km/hr (in a futile at-

	        

	tempt to make up for lost time). It was obvious that the only way I could keep track of species diversity and numbers was to take one photograph after another and subsequently count birds in each 

	[image: Image]

	Ruddy Turnstone, Freeport, Bahamas 

	frame. The numbers of gulls, terns, wading birds, shorebirds, ducks, etc. was so spectacular that I was totally mesmerized by the abundance of birds. 

	 

	Given I took a few hundred photos going up the Mississippi River, subsequent counting took days to complete but provided a unique window into species diversity and numbers for the first week in Dec in Louisiana. While there were too many highlights to list in their entirety, a few are worth noting. The first obvious highlight was the number of Herring Gulls observed (370). This was, by far, the largest number of this species I had ever observed in a single day in Louisiana. I had not seen such numbers since the Maryland and  

	New Jersey coasts many years ago. Another obvious and unexpected 

	highlight was the number of Lesser Black-backed Gulls. While I was aware of this species’ increase in numbers in North America, I was 

	         

	unaware of the species’ current abundance at the mouth of the Mississippi River until my good friend and bird expert Dr. J.V. Remsen brought it to my attention.  

	 

	We finally arrived back in the New Orleans port almost 12 hours late and had to lodge a night in Ocean Springs, Mississippi with River’s relatives. Because our rescheduled flight from New Orleans did not leave until around 1pm, I took the opportunity to bird Ocean Springs early on the morning of 2 Dec and walked to East Beach where I was able to photograph White-winged Dove, Royal and Forster’s terns, Willet, Dunlin, Sanderling and some distant American Oystercatchers. 

	 

	During the 10 days of our trip I was able to record 103 species and photograph over half of them (55 species). An analysis by eBird of birds observed and photographed resulted in seven life birds (based on eBird entries) and eight species I was able to photograph for the first time. 

	 

	My wife and I finally arrived at the Columbia airport late 2 Dec where it was 21 degrees above zero with a cold 6 mph N wind (wind chill ~ 14 degrees above zero) and three inches of snow on the ground. Given it was around 80 degrees plus when we left Nassau, the cold conditions reminded us that we were indeed back in Missouri. The trip highlighted that birding on a cruise can yield great benefits, especially birds observed while conducting pelagic surveys on the open Gulf. My trip report is open to the public and can be viewed at: https://ebird.org/tripreport/299417. To bring up all photos simultaneously, click on “Show all details” in the upper right hand corner of the trip report. 

	 

	I greatly appreciate the help of Van Remsen, Josh Uffman, and Pete Monacell who provided comments on various aspects of the report above. 

	 

	[All photos in this article by Paul McKenzie] 

	Birders’ Guide: 
       
Rotary Lake (Jackson City Park) 
Mark Haas 


	88 acres, Cape Girardeau Co., DeLorme 58, F3 

	GPS: 37.3912, -89.6710 

	Owned by City of Jackson. For information, call 573-243-3568 

	Directions: The lake is within the Jackson City Park. Entrances are on N High St, W Independence St, and N Union Ave. All birding within the park can be submitted to the Rotary Lake eBird Hotspot. 

	 

	ADA Information: An accessible fishing dock, on the west side of the lake atop Optimist Hill, is good for scanning the lake and shoreline trees. Birding by vehicle is possible along Mary St, Parkview St, N Union Ave, and the parking lots for the skate park and tennis courts. Sycamore St (0.3 miles long) on the site map does not carry vehicular traffic. It is wide, paved, and flat with good parking at each end. I would consider it accessible. There are two ADA accessible restrooms in the park. 

	 

	When to visit/species to expect: Three-acre Rotary Lake has a half-mile paved shoreline trail. Another 2.2 miles of paved trails and sidewalks course throughout the 88-acre park. Like many city parks, there is an abundance of mowed grass with scattered mature hardwood trees. Clusters of pines at a few locations provide some diversity. Also, Hubble Creek forms the east boundary of the park. In addition to waders in the creek, the riparian zone can be quite attractive to spring and fall migrants. 

	Of the 149 species recorded here, 22 are warblers—mostly seen during spring migration. The warbler total could be higher, but this site is lightly birded. Some of the common woodland birds can be found here, including all of our resident woodpeckers. A walk around the lake in early summer should yield Baltimore Orioles, Eastern Kingbirds, Yellow-throated Warblers, a chorus of Warbling Vireos, and swallows over the water. 

	In winter, you can expect Golden-crowned Kinglets, Yellow-rumped Warblers, Brown Creepers, and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers. As winter progresses into March, it’s not unusual to see flocks of Rusty Blackbirds in the park. Among the year-round residents are Eastern Phoebe and Belted Kingfisher. Bald Eagles may be seen here throughout the year, but especially in winter as they perch around the lake in early morning when the park is relatively quiet. 

	Features of interest to birders:         It’s always a good strategy to walk around the lake at any time of year. Water can often bring you a surprise. The oak trees near the fishing dock will be productive for warblers in spring. Check out the sizeable pine stand on the east side. Then start a walk down Hubble Creek at the High St. bridge, where Barn Swallows often nest. Stay close to the bank and you can easily see down into the creek bed for waders.  

	Check out the brushy areas, mostly on the other side of the creek, for sparrows in winter, White-eyed Vireos in summer, and migrants in spring and fall. Overhead, Great-crested Flycatchers, Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, and Northern Parulas are possible in summer. Slow down when you get to the open areas and ball fields on your right, because Mississippi Kites are likely any time from May through August.  

	The streamside willows downstream of the Mary St. bridge are attractive to Yellow Warblers and other migrants in spring. Scan the trees thoroughly. Continue down the creek to Washington St. There is some good habitat here at the south end of the park. In winter, following this same route along the creek offers your best chance for Winter Wren. 

	There is little shorebird habitat in the park, except for the rocky lake shoreline which can be good for Spotted Sandpipers. The lake will occasionally bring in a dabbling or diving duck, but their stay is usually short-lived, so you must be a little lucky to see one. 

	 

	Picnic Areas: Six picnic pavilions and scattered picnic tables elsewhere. 

	Toilets: Five restrooms. Two are accessible. 

	Camping: Prohibited. 

	Hazards/Limitations: Rotary Lake is a fishing lake surrounded by a busy city park, with ball fields, tennis and basketball courts, swimming pool, and playgrounds. Numerous paved trails, including one around the lake, are attractive to walkers and runners.  

	 

	Nearby Birding Sites: Litz Park, Bollinger Mill SHS, Cape Girardeau Conservation Nature Center, South County Park, Cape Woods CA. 

	 

	                               

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	Birders’ Guide 
         
Duck Creek Conservation Area— Dark Cypress Unit 
Allen Gathman 


	790 Acres. Bollinger County. DeLorme 57, I10 (as “Duck Creek CA”) 

	GPS: 37.141845, -89.990364 

	Missouri Department of Conservation.  For more information call (573) 222-3337 

	 

	Directions:  

	 

	From Advance, take Route C west 7 miles, take County Road 614 north 1 mile to Greenbrier, then Route W north 3 miles, and County Road 604 east for 0.75 mile then turn right (south) for 0.25 mile. The road dead ends at a private drive where the entrance to the area is on the left. 

	 

	ADA Information: 

	 

	No ADA accessible features.  Some of the area may be birded from road and parking areas.  

	 

	When to Visit/Species to Expect: 

	 

	A good variety of dabbling ducks frequent the area in the winter, along with a few diving ducks.  Waders are a particular strength, with all the usual herons and egrets, along with both night-herons as well as American Bittern and Least Bittern.  More intensive birding during migration might yield more species of warblers and vireos.   

	 

	Features of interest to birders: 

	 

	The Dark Cypress Swamp Unit of Duck Creek Conservation Area occupies part of the basin where the vast, original Dark Cypress Swamp existed at the time of settlement, so this name has been applied to this parcel.  Dark Cypress Swamp is in southern Bollinger County where the Ozark foothills meet the level floodplain formed when the ancient Mississippi River flowed through the Advance  Lowlands. 

	Much of the area was forested as recently as 40 years ago. Subse- quent drainage and conversion to farmland left only the wettest land uncut and intact. Crader Ditch and Hawker Creek (near the east and south property lines), and the nearby Diversion Channel all influence area vegetation through period flooding. 

	 

	There are two parking lots in the area; the first, at the entrance, is in a higher area of low shrubs and trees, and some passerines may be seen there.  The second is a good place to park and walk in down the north-south portion of the service road.  Trees along both sides of the service road will harbor some passerines, but unfortunately obscure viewing of much of the wetlands.  There are some gaps in the trees that allow viewing, and when water levels are low, it may be possible to walk in a short distance either side of the road for better viewing.  Rubber boots are recommended for this.  Near the south end of the service road the sides are clear of trees, and it is possible to view large areas of open water.  If possible, carrying a scope the half mile from the parking area can be worth the effort.   

	 

	Picnic Areas: 

	 

	None 

	 

	Toilets: 

	 

	None 

	 

	Camping: 

	 

	No 

	 

	Hazards/Limitations:  

	 

	The usual arthropods (mosquitos, gnats, ticks, chiggers).  The area is hunted, so it’s worth checking the waterfowl seasons at http:// mdc.mo.gov before visiting.   

	 

	Nearby Birding Sites: 

	 

	Duck Creek Conservation Area, Duck Creek CA—Greenbrier Unit, 

	Mingo NWR, Maple Flats Access 
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	 37th Annual Report of the  Missouri Bird Records Committee 
 
William C. Rowe, Secretary 


	This report summarizes records reviewed by the Committee from 1 

	January to 31 December 2024. It is divided into two sections, Accepted and Not Accepted, with birds listed in phylogenetic order under each of these two categories. Taxonomy and nomenclature follow the latest American Ornithological Society (AOS) Checklist of North and Middle American birds, which is available online at http://checklist.americanornithology.org/taxa.  

	 

	Accepted records in this report include the names of observers who submitted documentation and/or photographs or audio, or were present with those who documented, along with comments to indicate the record’s significance. For Not Accepted records, observers’ names are omitted, and a brief explanation is provided as to why the record was not accepted. Status and distribution statements for each species are based primarily on Robbins, The Status and Distribution of Birds in Missouri, Second Edition (2020) (https://kuscholarworks.ku.edu/handle/1808/30959). 

	 

	To submit documentation online, go to www.mobirds.org, log in (important!), and click on Submit Documentation in the “SCIENCE” section menu. Then click the Get Started box at the bottom (this will not appear without logging in). At the end of the process, photographs in .jpg format, audio recordings in .wav format, and written notes in .pdf format, with a size limit of 4 MB, can be uploaded to accompany documentations. Observers are strongly urged to use the online system for both the report and accompanying media, but if this proves unworkable, any part of the documentation can be mailed or emailed to the secretary. All recent records have been electronically archived. The Committee once again thanks Ann Johnson for creating and improving this system. In addition, the 

	Missouri eBird team (Lisa Berger, Diane Bricmont, Ryan Douglas, 

	Pete Monacell, Marky Mutchler, Kristie Nelson, Mary Nemecek, and Joshua Uffman) deserves great thanks for the long hours they put in  as reviewers for our state, and for their careful coordination with this Committee, both in requesting documentation from observers when needed and in initiating discussion on various points of bird distribution and identification.  

	 

	Of the 88 records reviewed during this period, 77 were accepted and 11 were not accepted, for an acceptance rate of 88%. Members participating in these decisions were Cory Gregory, Kendell Loyd, Kristi Mayo, Pete Monacell (Chair), Mary Nemecek, Marky 

	Mutchler, and Joshua Uffman. Bill Rowe served as non-voting Secretary. Two records received comments from outside sources; see the accounts for Ruby-throated Hummingbird 2024-2 and Red-footed 

	Booby 2024-3.            

	 

	Two new species for Missouri were accepted this year: Red-footed Booby (occurred 2023, accepted 2024) and Brambling (2024). One species, Hoary Redpoll, was deleted as a result of an AOS decision to lump it with other forms as simply the Redpoll. These changes leave Missouri with 432 fully-accepted species as of December 2024, including three formerly-occurring species that have been extirpated from the state and five extinct species. There are also 10 Provisional species on the list, for a total of 442 species. The Annotated Checklist of Missouri Birds, which receives regular updates to reflect changes in Missouri status and distribution as well as the latest taxonomic and nomenclatural changes by the AOS, can be viewed at www.mobirds.org under "BIRDS."  

	 

	The Committee reviews records of species that are considered “accidental” (1-4 records) or “casual” (5-14 records) statewide. It also reviews records of species that are casual or accidental for the season when reported (example: Scissor-tailed Flycatcher in winter); records of species that are casual or accidental in the part of Missouri where reported (example: Mountain Bluebird on the eastern side of the state); and other records of unusual interest, including first breeding records and extreme arrival and departure dates. The Review List, also maintained at www.mobirds.org (under “SCIENCE” and the Missouri Bird Records Committee), lists all species that require review due to their year-round casual or accidental status in all or part of the state, plus a few for which the Committee still wishes to receive documentation despite their status as only “rare” (example: California Gull). The Review List does not 

	 

	cover out-of-season status; for summarized information on seasonal status, consult the Annotated Checklist, and for specific earliest and latest dates and other data, consult Robbins (2020), supplemented by Annual Reports since 2020. 

	 

	Note on photographic and audio documentation: Photographs, and in some cases audio recordings, are extremely helpful, and all observers are encouraged to carry a camera and/or a smart phone in the field; using smart phones, both images and audio can often be obtained with relative ease. In some cases (as noted in a few entries below) the absence of a photograph or an audio recording can be a problem for acceptance of a record. On the other hand, photographs can sometimes be misleading as to colors and patterns, and they may or may not show all of a bird’s key characters. For this reason, it remains important for the observer to describe what he or she saw and heard as accurately as possible.  

	 

	Note on organizations: In December 2016, the American 

	Ornithologists' Union (AOU) completed a merger with the Cooper 

	Ornithological Society to form the American Ornithological Society 

	(AOS). The AOU's North American Classification Committee, its 

	Birds of North and Middle America Checklist, its journal The Auk (new name as of 2021: Ornithology), and all of its other activities and resources are now those of the AOS, along with the journal The Condor (new name as of 2021: Ornithological Applications) and other functions of the Cooper Ornithological Society. The society's website is at www.americanornithology.org. 

	 

	The Committee extends thanks to the many birders throughout 

	Missouri who submitted their observations, and to the Missouri Birding Society for its continued support of the Committee’s efforts. Observers who would like a status report on their current submissions can email the Secretary at rowemb45@gmail.com. The next annual report will appear in the March 2026 issue of The Bluebird.   

	 

	Abbreviations: 

	RMBS = Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St. Charles Co. 

	LBNWR = Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge, Holt Co. 

	MNWR = Mingo National Wildlife Refuge,  Bollinger/Stoddard/Wayne cos.        

	CBC = Christmas Bird Count 

	CA = Conservation Area 

	SP = State Park 

	NWR = National Wildlife Refuge 

	RECORDS ACCEPTED 

	 

	BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna 

	autumnalis), 2024-76: Female with 8 young, 6–17 September 2024, private wetland, Chariton Co. Steven Romo (documentation with photographs), Jeff Folkerts. First nesting record for northern Missouri. 

	 

	CINNAMON TEAL (Spatula cyanoptera), 2024-83: Male, 10 November 2024, Maryville Sewage Lagoons, Nodaway Co. David Easterla. Casual in fall; twelfth record. 

	 

	AMERICAN BLACK DUCK (Anas rubripes), 2024-73: Adult female, 17 August 2024, Duck Creek CA, Wayne Co. Josh Uffman (documentation with photographs). Earliest fall record supported by photographs. A duck with the appearance of a “dark Mallard” in August is more likely to be a Mottled Duck; the observer was aware of this and was careful to note all characters. 

	 

	BARROW’S GOLDENEYE (Bucephala islandica), 2024-23: 

	Immature male, 3 February 2024, Smithville Lake, Clay Co. Doug Willis (documentation with photographs). Casual transient and winter visitant; fifteenth record, moving the species to “rare.” Photographs showed all main characters of this species, with no suggestion of hybridity. 

	 

	RED-BREASTED MERGANSER (Mergus serrator), 2024-62: 

	Female, 6 June 2024, Busch CA, St. Charles Co. Bill Rowe 

	(documentation with photographs), Bob Cejka, Mike and Jean Valenta. Casual in summer. 

	 

	WESTERN GREBE (Aechmophorus occidentalis), 2024-65: One, 19 

	June 2024, Smithville Lake, Clay Co. Doug Willis (documentation 

	 

	with photographs). Casual in summer. 

	 

	COMMON GROUND DOVE (Columbina passerina), 2024-13: One, 

	1–8 January 2024, Weldon Spring CA, St. Charles Co. Found by Jian Xu (documentation with photographs); additional 

	documentation with photographs by Kendell Loyd, Becky Lutz, Paul McKenzie, Pete Monacell, and Bill Rowe. Casual transient and winter visitant; ninth record.   

	 

	COMMON GROUND DOVE, 2024-85: One, 15 November 2024, 

	Shawnee Trail CA, Barton Co. Kelly Ormesher (documentation with photographs). Casual transient and winter visitant; tenth record. 

	 

	EASTERN WHIP-POOR-WILL (Antrostomus vociferus), 2024-38: One, 22 March 2024, Highway NN near CR 526, Shannon Co. Linda Williams. Earliest spring record. 

	 

	RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus colubris), 

	2024-2: Female, 27 October– 17 December 2023, Fisher residence, Columbia, Boone Co. Paul McKenzie (documentation with photographs), Julie Fisher. McKenzie studied and documented this bird at the request of the homeowner; he consulted with Van 

	Remsen and Steven Mlodinow, who confirmed the identification as Ruby-throated. Accidental in winter (beginning 14 December); fourth record. 

	 

	VIRGINIA RAIL (Rallus limicola), 2024-9: One to four birds, 30 

	December 2023–1 January 2024, Shawnee Trail CA, Barton Co. Alex 

	Marine (documentation with audio), Kendell Loyd (documentation), Zach Haring. Accidental winter resident away from established locations. CBC record. 

	 

	LIMPKIN (Aramus guarauna), 2024-14: Two, 4 January 2024, Busch CA, St. Charles Co. Becky Lutz (documentation with photographs), Stacia Novy. Accidental in winter. These were two of the several Limpkins (up to four at one time) recorded in eBird at or near Lake 33 in Busch CA from 3 August 2023 to 18 January 2024 (m.ob.). 

	 

	LIMPKIN,        2024-66: One, 11 November 2023–11 January 2024, 

	Onondaga Cave SP, Crawford Co. Carolyn Clay (documentation with photographs). Accidental in winter. 

	 

	LIMPKIN, 2024-68: Two, 23 December 2023, Springfield Nature Center, Greene Co. Kendell Loyd (documentation with photographs from eBird list), Abigail Loyd. Accidental in winter. This was the last observation of Limpkins in the Springfield area; one or more had been seen on many occasions within a mile or two of this site from mid-September on. 

	 

	DUNLIN (Calidris alpina), 2024-67: Two, 14 December 2024, Four Rivers CA, Vernon Co. Paul McKenzie (documentation), Linda Williams. Accidental in winter outside of the extreme southeast. CBC record. 

	 

	POMARINE JAEGER (Stercorarius pomarinus), 2024-16: 

	Juvenile, 10–11 January 2024, Stockton Lake, Dade Co. Kendell Loyd, Pete Monacell (documentation with photographs), 

	Steve Martin, Debbie Martin, Zach Haring, Rick Hostetler. Accidental in winter; second record. 

	 

	BONAPARTE’S GULL (Chroicocephalus philadelphia), 2024-61: Subadult, 30 May 2024, RMBS. Theo Bockhorst (documentation with photographs). Latest spring record.  

	 

	LAUGHING GULL (Leucophaeus atricilla), 2024-64: Adult, 16 June 2024, Fountain Grove CA, Livingston Co. Jacob Tsikoyak (documentation with photographs), Steve Romo, Jeff Folkerts. Accidental in summer away from the Mississippi River; fourth record. 

	 

	LAUGHING GULL, 2024-71: Adult, 17 July 2024, Schell Osage CA, St. Clair Co. Bob Estes (documentation with photographs). Accidental in summer away from the Mississippi River; fifth record, moving the status to casual. 

	 

	SHORT-BILLED GULL (Larus brachyrhynchus), 2024-20: Firstcycle bird, 29–30 January 2024, RMBS. Bill Rowe, Diane Bricmont, Pete Monacell, Paul McKenzie (documentation with photographs),  Erica Ballard and students; additional photographs supplied for documentation by Jonah Eckels, David French, Seth Winkelman, and Samuel Belley. This bird was found 29 January on the Illinois side of RMBS, then on the Missouri side on 30 January. The worldwide species previously known as Mew Gull (L. canus) was recently split into the Short-billed Gull of North America (L. brachyrhynchus) and the Common Gull of the Old World (L. canus), which in turn has three subspecies, two of which have occurred as vagrants in North America (nominate canus of Western Europe and kamtschatschensis of Siberia). The photographs by several observers helped rule out those two forms and establish this individual as the North American species. Accidental; third state record. 

	 

	CALIFORNIA GULL (Larus californicus), 2024-1: Subadult, 15 

	October 2023, Smithville Lake, Clay Co. Tony Leukering 

	(documentation), Kathy Mihm Dunning. Status only “rare,” but on the Review List, with documentation requested for all records. 

	 

	RED-THROATED LOON (Gavia stellata), 2024-15: Juvenile, 4 

	January 2024, Smithville Lake, Clay Co. Doug Willis (documentation with photographs). Casual in winter; eleventh record. 

	 

	RED-THROATED LOON, 2024-24: 1-3 birds, 31 January–11 

	February 2024, Stockton Lake, Cedar Co. Kendell Loyd, Jacob 

	Tsikoyak, Conway Hawn (documentation with photographs), Isaac Goes (documentation). Casual in winter; collectively, twelfth record. 

	 

	PACIFIC LOON (Gavia pacifica), 2024-28: One, 3 January 2024, 

	Stockton Lake, Dade Co. Kendell Loyd (documentation), Wilbert Shrock, Jody Headings, Denver Blosser, Jarrod Blosser. Casual in winter; twelfth record. CBC record. 

	PACIFIC LOON, 2024-25: One, 5 February 2024, Stockton Lake, Cedar Co. Jacob Tsikoyak (documentation with photographs). Casual in winter; thirteenth record. 

	 

	MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD (Fregata magnificens), 2024-84: 

	Adult female, 14 November 2024, Stockton Lake, Dade Co. Betty Daniel (documentation with photographs). Accidental transient; third definite record. The observer’s photographs permitted  separation from Great and Lesser Frigatebirds, which have occurred as vagrants elsewhere in the United States. Three other historical records of frigatebirds in Missouri could not be firmly identified to species. 

	 

	RED-FOOTED BOOBY (Sula sula), 2024-3: Immature female, 8–9 November 2023, St. Louis City. This bird was found at the side of a street in downtown St. Louis, near Compton Hill Reservoir. It was taken to the Wildlife Rescue Center, where, despite being given food and intensive care, it died the next day. Testing revealed a damaged artery, likely from a car strike, and DNA showed it to be female. Documentation with the information and photographs was conveyed to the MBRC by Mary Nemecek. The Committee acknowledged the possibility that the bird had followed or ridden a ship or barge in its journey up from the Gulf of Mexico; but this was considered to be the natural behavior of many seabirds, not a form of human capture or restraint. Thus, the bird was considered wild, a judgment in line with recent seabird decisions by the ABA (per correspondence with Peter Pyle, Chair of the ABA Checklist Committee). Using eBird, this appears to be the farthest-inland record of this species in the United States, and the only record from a state without a seacoast. Definitive, and first, state record. 

	 

	AMERICAN BITTERN (Botaurus lentiginosus), 2024-21: One, 30 December 2023, BK Leach CA, Lincoln Co. Scott Schuette. Casual in winter; eleventh record. CBC record. 

	 

	BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax), 

	2024-7: Adult, 27 December 2023, Shrewsbury, St. Louis Co. Pat Dolan (photograph). Details and photo submitted to MBRC by Bill Rowe on behalf of Dolan. Casual winter visitant. 

	 

	BROAD-WINGED HAWK (Buteo platypterus), 2024-81: Adult, 26 

	October 2024, Rockbridge SP, Boone Co. Paul McKenzie. Latest fall record. 

	 

	FERRUGINOUS HAWK (Buteo regalis), 2024-30: Juvenile, 15 

	February 2024, Shawnee Trail CA, Barton Co. Alex Marine 

	(documentation with photographs). Status only “rare” in western Missouri, but on the Review List, with documentation requested for all records.         

	 

	WESTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus verticalis), 2024-44: One, 8 April 2024, Joplin, Jasper Co. Madison Rodriguez (documentation with photographs). Earliest spring record. 

	 

	SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER (Tyrannus forficatus), 2024-4: 

	Adult male, 16–17 December 2023, Springfield, Greene Co. Kendell Loyd (documentation with photographs). Accidental in winter; second record. Found by Ruby Ball, Ann Liles, Dan Liles, and Lisa Zellers. CBC record. 

	 

	ACADIAN FLYCATCHER (Empidonax virescens), 2024-51: One, 16 April 2024, Camelot Campground, Poplar Bluff, Butler Co. Holly Walz. Earliest spring record. 

	 

	FISH CROW (Corvus ossifragus), 2024-22: One, 29 January 2024, Table Rock Lake, Taney Co. Adam Diel (documentation with audio). Casual in winter outside the southeast. 

	 

	FISH CROW, 2024-26: One, 9 February 2024, Stockton Lake, Dade Co. Conway Hawn (documentation with audio), Christian Hawn. Casual in winter outside the southeast. 

	 

	FISH CROW, 2024-27: One, 9 February 2024, Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co. Paul McKenzie. Casual in winter outside the southeast. 

	 

	FISH CROW, 2024-29: Two, 13 February 2024, Shepherd of the Hills Fish Hatchery, Taney Co. Alex Marine. Casual in winter outside the southeast. 

	 

	FISH CROW, 2024-32: Two, 24 February 2024, Joplin, Newton Co. Madison Rodriguez (documentation with audio). Casual in winter outside the southeast. 

	 

	FISH CROW, 2024-33: Four, 25 February 2024, Walmart parking lot, McDonald Co. Ian McGregor. Casual in winter outside the southeast. 

	        

	BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica), 2024-87: One, 22 November 2024, Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co. Carol Weston, Andrew Kinslow (documentation with photographs), Ken Wedton, Dawn Huber. Latest fall record. The two documentations are of single birds seen about an hour apart, presumably the same individual. 

	 

	ROCK WREN (Salpinctes obsoletus), 2024-34: One, 4 March 2024, Bridgeton, St. Louis Co. Alec Sonnek (documentation with photographs). Casual transient; thirteenth record during spring and fall. 

	 

	NORTHERN HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon), 2024-6: One, 20 December 2023, Mound City, Holt Co. Joanne Dial (documentation with photographs), Terry McNeely (documentation). Casual in winter in northern and central Missouri. CBC record. 

	 

	NORTHERN HOUSE WREN, 2024-8: One, 28 December 2023, rural Cass Co. Lisa Owens (documentation with photographs). Casual in winter in northern and central Missouri. CBC record. 

	 

	NORTHERN HOUSE WREN, 2024-12: One, 1 January 2024, 

	County Road 120, Carroll Co. Terry McNeely (documentation), Dena McNeely, Arleta Yutzy. Casual in winter in northern and central Missouri. 

	 

	GRAY CATBIRD (Dumetella carolinensis), 2024-11: One, 1 January 2024, LBNWR. Kendell Loyd (documentation), Zach Haring. Casual in winter in northern Missouri. 

	 

	GRAY CATBIRD, 2024-17: One, 12 January 2024, private residence, Hannibal, Marion Co. Ashley Casey (documentation), 

	Cory Gregory (photograph). Casual in winter in northern Missouri. 

	 

	SAGE THRASHER (Oreoscoptes montanus), 2024-79: One, at least 

	19–23 October 2024, private residence, Buffalo, Dallas Co. Kendell Loyd (documentation with photographs), Bruce Blosser (finder of the bird). Accidental transient and winter visitor; fifth record, moving the status to casual. 

	 

	 

	SAGE THRASHER, 2024-80: One, 24–26 October 2024, Columbia Bottom CA, St. Louis Co. Randy Schiller (finder), Diane Bricmont, Bill Rowe (documentation with photographs), Matt Rowe, Connie Alwood, David Dean, Dave Haenni, Doug Hommert, m.ob. Casual transient and winter visitor; sixth record, and first outside the southwestern quadrant of Missouri. 

	 

	MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD (Sialia currucoides), 2024-86: Adult male, 16 November 2024, Columbia Bottom CA, St. Louis Co. Diane Bricmont, Mike Grant, Jim Malone (documentation with photographs), David Dean, Dave Haenni, Cornelius Alwood, Randy Schiller, Chrissy McClarren, Andy Reago, m.ob. Accidental transient and winter visitor in eastern Missouri; third record there. 

	 

	SWAINSON’S THRUSH (Catharus ustulatus), 2024-42: One, 8 

	April 2024, Carondelet Park, St. Louis City. Chrissy McClarren (documentation with photographs), Andy Reago. Earliest spring record. 

	 

	EURASIAN TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus), 2024-10: Two, 

	30 December 2023, Coventry Street, Mercer Co. Josh Uffman (documentation with photographs). Casual away from central and northern Mississippi River corridor and nearby counties. 

	 

	EURASIAN TREE SPARROW, 2024-31: Two-three, 15 February–

	16 April 2024, Mokane Road, Callaway Co. Pete Monacell (documentation with photographs). Casual away from central and northern Mississippi River corridor and nearby counties. 

	 

	AMERICAN PIPIT (Anthus rubescens), 2024-63: One, 8 June 2024, Contrary Creek Road, Buchanan Co. Tom Nagel (documentation with photographs). First summer record. 

	 

	SPRAGUE’S PIPIT (Anthus spragueii), 2024-47: One, 13 April 

	2024, Bradford Research Farm, Boone Co. Colette Vranicar, Pete Monacell, Paul McKenzie, Diane Bricmont (documentation with photographs), Judy Lincoln, Joseph Mosley, Edge Wade (documentation), m.ob. Accidental in eastern Missouri. 

	 

	BRAMBLING (Fringilla montifringilla), 2024-40: Adult male, 2–4 April 2024, private residence, Saddlebrooke, Taney Co. Sheila  Hinshaw (documentation with photographs), Gail Hinshaw. 

	Definitive, and first, state record of this Eurasian finch, which has occurred as a vagrant in many locations across the northern U.S. and Canada. 

	 

	LESSER GOLDFINCH (Spinus psaltria), 2024-36: Female, 14 

	March 2024, private residence, Springfield, Greene Co. Klee Bruce (documentation with photographs), Becky Swearingen (photographs in eBird). Casual transient and winter visitant; tenth record. 

	 

	LESSER GOLDFINCH, 2024-56: Black-backed male, 12–14 May 2024, private residence, Buffalo, Dallas Co. Details submitted to the committee by Kendell Loyd on behalf of Rick Hostetler, Lyndell Hostetler, Paul Hostetler, Jeff Eigsti, Jody Headings, et al. Casual transient and winter visitant; eleventh record. 

	 

	CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR (Calcarius ornatus), 2024-

	82: Up to 7 birds, 25–28 October 2024, Columbia Bottom CA, St. Louis Co. Found by Henry Gorski. Pete Monacell (documentation with photographs), Josh Uffman, David French, Alex Bryant, Dustin Kohler, Mike Zeloski, Jeff Johnson, m.ob. Accidental transient in eastern Missouri; fourth record there. 

	 

	DARK-EYED JUNCO (Junco hyemalis), 2024-69: Male, 4 July 2024, Easley, Boone Co. Reed Gerdes (documentation with photographs). Casual in summer; tenth record. 

	 

	GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE (Pipilo chlorurus), 2024-77: One, 9–11 October 2024, RMBS. Jake Kickbohle (documentation with photographs). Casual transient and winter visitant; tenth record. 

	 

	 

	YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens), 2024-41: One, 8 April 2024, MNWR, Stoddard Co. Chris Barrigar. Earliest spring record. 

	 

	YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT, 2024-46: One, 9 April 2024, 

	Highway 116 wetlands, Buchanan Co. Doug Willis. Earlier than any spring record from a prior year, though one day later than the above 

	 record in 2024. 

	BULLOCK’S ORIOLE (Icterus bullockii), 2024-55: Male, 11 April 2024, Chillicothe Access, Livingston Co. Steve Romo (documentation with photographs). Accidental transient and winter visitant; fourth record. 

	 

	GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER (Vermivora chrysoptera), 2024-72: Female, 14 August 2024, RMBS. Henry Gorski (documentation with photographs). Earliest fall record. 

	 

	SWAINSON’S WARBLER (Limnothlypis swainsonii), 2024-48: 

	Three, 14 April 2024, Greer Crossing Recreation Area, Mark Twain National Forest, Oregon Co. Jacob Miranda (documentation), Todd Green, Paige Brewer. Earliest spring record. 

	 

	SWAINSON’S WARBLER, 2024-50: Two, 15 April 2024, Greer Crossing Recreation Area, Mark Twain National Forest, Oregon Co. Reva Dow. Earlier than any spring record from a prior year, though one day later than the above record in 2024. 

	 

	MOURNING WARBLER (Geothlypis philadelphia), 2024-70: Apparent immature female, 11 August 2024, 3M Wetlands, Columbia, Boone Co. Lottie Bushmann (documentation with photographs). Earliest fall record. 

	 

	BAY-BREASTED WARBLER (Setophaga castanea), 2024-52: Male, 20 April 2024, Lake Springfield Park, Greene Co. Craig Alexander (documentation with photographs). Earliest spring record. 

	 

	BAY-BREASTED WARBLER, 2024-74: Immature, 22 August 2024, Little Creek Nature Area, St. Louis Co. Jonah Eckels (documentation with photographs). Earliest fall record. 

	 

	BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER (Setophaga caerulescens), 

	2024-49: Male, 15 April 2024, McCormack Lake Recreation Area, 

	Mark Twain National Forest, Oregon Co. Jacob Miranda 

	(documentation), Todd Green, Paige Brewer. Earliest spring record. 

	 

	 

	YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Setophaga dominica), 2024-

	37: One 16 March 2024, Shoal Creek Conservation Education 

	Center, Newton Co. Jeff Cantrell. Earliest spring record.         

	 

	CANADA WARBLER (Cardellina canadensis), 2024-75: Female, 11 August 2024, Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co. Joseph Bieksza (documentation with photographs). Earliest fall record. 

	 

	WILSON’S WARBLER (Cardellina pusilla), 2024-88: Male, 28 November 2024, Forest Park, St. Louis City. Rad Widmer (documentation with photographs). Latest fall record. 

	 

	ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus ludovicianus), 202419: Immature male, 27 January–6 February 2024, private residence, Independence, Jackson Co. Wm. Glenn Covington (documentation with photographs), Terri Covington. Casual in winter; eleventh record. 

	 

	PAINTED BUNTING (Passerina ciris), 2024-54: Female-type, 2 

	May 2024, Carondelet Park, St. Louis City. Chrissy McClarren (documentation with photographs), Andy Reago. Documentation requested for female-type individuals outside southwestern Missouri. 

	 

	PAINTED BUNTING, 2024-57: Female-type, 29 April 2024, private residence, Lee’s Summit, Jackson Co. Ruth Simmons (documentation with photographs from eBird list). Documentation requested for female-type individuals outside southwestern Missouri. 

	RECORDS NOT ACCEPTED 

	 

	“Not accepted” does not necessarily mean that the identification was incorrect. In some cases, the Committee may indeed believe that the bird was misidentified; in other cases, it may seem possible or even likely that the identification was correct, but the information provided is simply insufficient to rule out other possible species. The Committee is unable to accept any record if the description is too sketchy or vague, or if it fails to mention enough critical field marks to eliminate all other species. It is also true that the more  extraordinary the report, the stronger the evidence required, and there are some reports that can be accepted only with diagnostic photographs or other physical evidence. Our belief is that a report  should go into the permanent scientific record only if it is free of reasonable doubt. This is the standard approach of bird record committees everywhere. All records that the Committee reviews, whether accepted or not, are permanently archived so that future investigators may examine them.  

	 

	CURLEW SANDPIPER (Calidris ferruginea), 2024-58: One, 26 May 2024, County Road 713, New Madrid Co. The description provided was puzzling, and the photos were distant and difficult to interpret; nothing in them suggested the extremely rare Curlew Sandpiper rather than a Dunlin.  

	 

	WILLET (Tringa semipalmata), 2024-35: About 20 birds, 11 March 2024, Table Rock Lake, Stone Co. The description of these birds, seen only in flight, did suggest that they may have been Willets; but such a large number at such an early date—three weeks earlier than any previous observation of even a single Willet—made the report so remarkable that a photograph was really necessary for acceptance. 

	 

	OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus), 2024-18: One, 21 January 2024, Webb City waste water treatment plant, Jasper Co. The description suggested a possible Osprey but did not fully rule out an immature Bald Eagle, and there was no photograph, which would be important for a midwinter Osprey record. 

	 

	MISSISSIPPI KITE (Ictinia mississippiensis), 2024-78: One, 12 October 2024, Four Rivers CA, Vernon Co. No photograph, and the description lacked important details to confirm a Mississippi Kite. 

	 

	EASTERN WOOD-PEWEE (Contopus virens), 2024-45: One, 9 April 2024, Tower Grove Park, St. Louis City. This identification was based on hearing the song followed by a backlit view of a flycatcher-like bird high in a tree. The observer was aware of the possibility of imitation by a European Starling, but it was not clear that this possibility was eliminated. To establish a record-early wood-pewee, a photograph is highly desirable.    

	 

	VIOLET-GREEN SWALLOW (Tachycineta thalassina), 2024-59: One, 28 May 2024, Forest Park, St. Louis City. This bird, found by a birder visiting from out of state, seemed to show the characters of  Violet-green Swallow, but the observation was brief, and there was no photograph. The species is on the Missouri list with Provisional status based on an acceptable single        -observer report from 1974. 

	 

	NORTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx 

	serripennis), 2024-5: One, 18 December 2024, Ten Mile Pond CA, Mississippi Co. While this brown-backed bird may have been a Northern Rough-winged Swallow, the single photograph appeared to show white-tipped tertials, a clean white throat, and a white cheek, suggesting the possibility of an immature Tree Swallow; the verbal description left some doubt as well. Thus, the committee could not be certain which species this was. 

	 

	CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida), 2024-59: One, 27 May 2024, Snowball Hill Prairie, Cass Co. No photograph, and the description omitted a couple of key points for identification of Claycolored Sparrow (brown rump color and pale lores). 

	 

	SWAINSON’S WARBLER, 2024-53: One, 27 April 2024, Hulston 

	Mill Historical Park, Dade Co. While the description of this bird seemed correct, the committee was puzzled that a Swainson’s Warbler, well out of range, would appear for just a momentary view and was never heard to sing. As with some other observations listed here, a photograph would have helped immensely. 

	 

	YELLOW WARBLER (Setophaga petechia), 2024-39: One, 30 March 2024, Fleming Park, Jackson Co. This observation lacked sufficient detail to be certain that the bird was a Yellow Warbler and not some other yellow-toned warbler, such as Orange-crowned. 

	 

	BLACKPOLL WARBLER (Setophaga striata), 2024-43: Female, 8 April 2024, Springfield, Greene Co. The description of this bird was off in some respects for a female Blackpoll, and the only comparisons of plumage details were with non-warblers like goldfinch and siskin rather than with other possible warblers. A photograph would have been highly desirable. 

	 

	Missouri Spring Seasonal Report        1 March — 31 May 2024 
Joshua P. Uffman 


	Introduction  

	March was unusually mild, with an average statewide temperature of 44.9° F. The average statewide total for March precipitation was 2.77 inches. There were no major winter weather events and little to no March snowfall accumulations. Drought persisted across the state, especially over portions of northwestern, northeastern, west central, and southeastern Missouri.  

	April brought alternating periods of above and below normal temperatures, including an unusually warm week mid-month. Many areas experienced a wetter than average April, improving drought conditions over most of the state. A highlight for the month was the second total solar eclipse in less than seven years on April 8. 

	 

	Except for a few days, daily maximum and minimum temperatures were above average during the entire month of May, with an average statewide temperature of 67.9°F. It was the wettest May in two years, notably improving drought conditions. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor as of May 28, 2024, there was no drought impacting Missouri for the first time in nearly two years. Also in May, a spectacular display of Northern Lights occurred over much of the United States including Missouri during the evening of 10 May. A geomagnetic storm, the strongest in more than 20 years, resulted in widespread, vivid displays of the Aurora Borealis.  

	Seasonal highlights included Limpkin, Rock Wren, Brambling, Lesser Goldfinch, and Bullock’s Oriole. 

	 

	Abbreviations  

	Loess Bluffs (Loess Bluffs NWR, Holt Co); Mingo (Mingo NWR, Stoddard, Wayne Cos); Riverlands (Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St. Charles Co); Smithville (Smithville Lake, Clay Co). 

	 

	Note: A dagger (†) denotes the Missouri Bird Records Committee (MBRC) has received documentation from listed observer. Those marked (acc.) have been accepted by the MBRC. Records marked with a single asterisk (*) indicate that documentation has not yet  been received by the MBRC.  

	 

	Waterfowl   

	The season’s first Black-bellied Whistling Ducks arrived in force 7 Apr: two in Barry Co (Kristy McCaslin), four in Lawrence Co (Jarred B.), and nine in Cape Girardeau Co (ph. Joe Eades). After that, up to three were observed across multiple sites in 11 Cos south of I-70, and the most northern report was of two at Loess Bluff 17 May (ph. Carol Cobb). Two well described Cackling Geese were still at Harrisonville Park, Cass Co 14 May (Barry Jones). An estimated 745 Trumpeter Swans remained at Loess 

	Bluffs 10 Mar (John Bollin). A single drake Cinnamon Teal visited Loess 

	Bluffs 3 Apr (Doug Willis), and at least one was observed in Buchanan Co 313 Apr (Joanne Dial, m. obs.). Four American Wigeons remained at Loess Bluffs 28 May (ph. Tom Nagel), and two were still there 30 May (ph. 

	Raymond VanBuskirk). Henry Gorski carefully tallied 4550 Green-winged 

	Teal at Winfield Lock and Dam, Lincoln Co 20 Mar. An estimated 4300-

	5000 Ring-necked Ducks were at Ted Shanks CA, Pike Co 4-5 Mar 

	(Henry Gorski, Kendell Loyd), and another 3000 were at Fountain Grove 

	CA, Linn Co 3 Mar (Jacob Tsikoyak). A single adult male Surf Scoter was at Blue Spring Lake, Jackson Co 21 Apr (Aaron Mitchell, Shawna Mitchell), and another at Lake of the Ozarks, Camden 17 May set a second-latest spring record (ph. Greg Stoner). A Long-tailed Duck continued from the winter season at Lac Carmel, St. Francois Co 19 Apr (ph. Kathleen Wann), and another was near Kansas City International Airport, Platte Co 26-27 Mar (ph. Lisa Owens, ph. Terry Miller). A male Common Goldeneye was at Riverlands 25 May (Theo Bockhurst, m. obs.).  

	 

	Prairie-Chicken through Limpkin 

	Single Greater Prairie-Chickens were noted at Pawnee Prairie CA, 

	Harrison Co no date (Steve Kinder) and Taberville Prairie CA, St. Clair Co 11-25 Apr (Conway Hawn, m. obs.), while a dozen was noted by MDC observers at Dunn Ranch, Harrison Co no date (via Steve Kinder). A count of 215 Horned Grebes at Stockton Lake, Cedar Co was the season’s high 27 Mar (Kendell Loyd). Single Red-Necked Grebes were at Stockton Lake, 

	Cedar and Dade Cos 8-31 Mar (ph. Zach Haring, m. obs.) and at Smithville 

	13 Mar-23 Apr (ph. Doug Willis, m. obs.). Zach Haring found two Western Grebes at Stockton Lake, Cedar and Dade Cos 8 Mar, that were enjoyed by many through 31 Mar, and another was at Longview Lake, Jackson Co 29 Apr (ph. Eric Walters, Sherry Leonardo). In the southeast, up to three 

	White-winged Doves were in Kent Freeman’s Dunklin Co yard 1 Mar-19 May, and two more were in Tim Kavan’s Mississippi Co yard 8-29 May. 

	Elsewhere, up to 2 were at separate Jackson Co parks 18 Apr-6 May (ph. JoAnne Dial, Tracy Lewandowski, m. obs.), and singles were at private residences in Greene Co 9 Apr (Thomas Swift), Boone Co 11 Apr (ph. John Besser), Clay Co 23 Apr (ph. Steve Bingham), and St. Louis Co 1-4 May (ph. 

	Joshua Uffman, m. obs.). Three Greater Roadrunners along Berry Road, 

	Laclede Co 19 May, was the highest count and most northeastern sighting  

	(Zach Haring, ph. Pete Monacell). Record early for spring, an Eastern 
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	King Rail, Bob Brown CA Holt Co 24 May 24 

	Photo Doug Willis 

	Whip-poor-will (acc.) was singing in Shannon Co 22 Mar (†Linda Williams). Two King Rails were observed at Bob Brown CA, Holt CA 24 May (ph. Doug Willis, Pete Monacell). A Virginia Rail at Little Creve Coeur Lake, St. Louis Co tied for the second earliest spring record 22-24 Mar (Paul and Barb Johnson, m. obs.). The Limpkin explosion slowed down, as the only reports this spring came from Mingo, with three seen 27 Apr (Jacob Tsikoyak, Monica Potter) and a single 28 May (Sally Hancock). 

	 

	Shorebirds through Terns 

	Three Black-necked Stilts tied the second-earliest spring record 12 Mar at the I-55 rest area, Pemiscot Co (Matt Sutton), while the next two at Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 13 Mar tied the third (ph. Leon Book). 109 American Avocets at Fountain Grove CA, Linn and Livingston Cos 23 Apr set a second highest spring count (Steve Kinder). Pemiscot Co held 2500 American Golden-Plover 31 Mar (Todd Green, Jacob Miranda), while Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co peaked at 2000 on 6 Apr (Steve Kinder). Riverlands held the most Semipalmated Plovers, with 65 on 28 Apr (Henry Gorski). Single Piping Plovers were noted 20 Apr at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co (Betsy Garrett, Lottie Bushman, Vickie Park, Doug Helmers) and Fountain Grove CA, Chariton and Livingston Cos (ph. Jacob Tsikoyak); two were at Riverlands 24 Apr (ph. Andrew Reago and Chrissy McClarren); and three were at Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 3 May (William and Deb  Reeves). Whimbrel had an impressive showing: the first individual was in the Pleasant View area, Greene Co 19 Apr (ph. Dorothy Thurman, Kathleen Cowens, m. obs.); two were along the confluence road, St. Charles Co 16   

	May (Jim Malone); seven in East Prairie, Mississippi Co 24 May (ph. Tim Kavan); and four at RMBS 26 May (Henry Gorski, ph. Chrissy McClarren and Andrew Reago, ph. Seth Winkleman).  Whimbrels do not typically stay long, so three separate observations of 30-34 at Loess Bluffs, all made at the same location, 16-24 May is highly atypical for this species to stick around for so long (ph. Mark Robbins, John Bollin, Dave Easterla, ph. Pete Monacell, Doug Willis). 178 Hudsonian Godwits at Loess Bluffs was the season’s high 9 May (Doug Willis), while 59 Marbled Godwits there 14 May was a record-high spring count (ph. Mark Robbins, John Bollin). Two 

	Western Sandpipers were observed by many at Loess Bluffs during the MBS spring meeting 4-5 May. A count of 320 Wilson’s Snipe was the season’s high in Polk Co 19 Mar (Paul McKenzie, Kelly Ormesher, Paul Nelson). A Red-necked Phalarope was at Riverlands 28 May (ph. Raymond VanBuskirk, m. obs.).  

	 

	An immature Bonaparte’s Gull (acc.) at Riverlands 29-30 May set a record late date for spring (Raymond VanBuskirk, ph. †Theo Bockhurst, Billy McCaslin). Lesser Black-backed Gull sightings included a second-cycle at Smithville 4-5 Mar (ph. Doug Willis, Terry Miller) and an adult there 2 Apr 

	(ph. Doug Willis), while Riverlands held a first-cycle 28 Mar (ph. Samuel 

	Belley) and five sitting together 7 Apr (ph. Joshua Uffman). A single 

	Caspian Tern at Riverlands 31 Mar was early (ph. Andy Reago and 

	Chrissy McClarren, David Becher). A single Black Tern at Loess Bluffs 26 

	Apr (Don Merz), and three more at the Hwy 116 wetlands, Buchanan Co 29 Apr (ph. Lisa Owens) were on the early side. The highest counts of this species included 500 at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 9 May (Dylan DellHaro) and 310 at Loess Bluffs 16 May (Mark Robbins, John Bollin). Common Terns had a good showing: two at Winfield Lock and Dam, Lincoln Co 

	5 May (Justin Thompson, ph. Henry Gorski); at least one at Loess Bluffs 14-

	24 May (ph. Christian Hawn, Conway Hawn, m. obs.); two at Fountain 

	Grove CA, Linn Co 24 May (Jacob Tsikoyak); and a high of 11 at Riverlands 

	25-29 May (ph. Raymond VanBuskirk, m. obs.). A count of 80 Forster’s Terns at Loess Bluffs was the season’s high (ph. Mark Robbins, Rick Prum). 

	 

	Loons through Falcons 

	Up to three Red-throated Loons were seen by many 8-31 Mar in the 

	[image: Image]Cedar Ridge Campground/Bona Beach Area of Stockton Lake, Cedar and Dade Cos (Zach Haring, ph. Kelly Ormesher, Isaac Goes), while another was at Smithville 18-19 Apr (Lisa Owens, Doug Willis).  Stockton Lake, Dade Co held this season’s high count of 147 Common Loons 25 Mar (Raymond VanBuskirk). The season’s first Neotropic Cormorant tied the secondearliest spring record 7 Mar at Smithville, where it remained through at least 13 Mar (ph. Doug Willis). Elsewhere, one or two were seen in Greene,  Holt, and St. Charles Cos through end of season. The O’Fallon Park heron rookery, St. Louis City peaked at 

	 

	40 Black-crowned Night 

	Herons 29 Apr (ph. Bob 

	Ortmeyer). A well-described Green Heron* was recorded early at Lake Springfield, Greene Co 30 Mar (Nathan 

	Steinbach). The first Glossy Ibis of the year was at Loess Bluffs 19 Apr (ph. Don Merz, ph. Doug Willis), where at least one was sporadically seen by many through 25 May (Jacob Tsikoyak, m. obs.). The season’s high of five was observed at Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co 3 May (ph. Colette Vranicar, Judy Lincoln, and Kathy Cavender), and one to two were observed at this 

	Olive-sided Flycatcher, Seventy-six CA, Perry       location by many 28 Apr-7 May. 

	Co 27 Apr 2024       Observations of this species also 

	Photo Josh Uffman       included a single along Hwy 116, 

	Buchanan Co 23 Apr (Doug Willis), and another at Big Muddy NWR-Howard Bend Unit, St. Louis Co 22-23 May (ph. Billy McCaslin, m. obs.).  

	 

	Single Golden Eagles were in Linn Co 1 Mar (Jeff Folkerts), Ted Shanks 

	CA, Pike Co 2-3 Mar (ph. Henry Gorski, Kendell Loyd), and Wah’Kon-Tah 

	Prairie, Cedar Co 17 Apr (ph. Ryan Steffens). A single male Northern Harrier was still at Ten Mile Pond CA, Mississippi Co 29 May (Tim Kavan) and another remained in New Madrid Co 31 May (Tim Kavan). A Mississippi Kite in Springfield, Greene Co 25 Apr was the first (ph. David Blevins and Barbara Blevins), while the highest counts included 45 along the Cape Girardeau River Walk, Cape Girardeau Co 10 May (Logan Oleson) and 21 at Big Muddy NWFR-Howard Bend Unit, St. Louis Co 19 May (Dave Haenni). The highest Swainson’s Hawk counts included 35 in Dade Co 4 Apr (Scott Alford), 21 at Poosey CA, Livingston Co 10 Apr (Terry McNeely), and 26 in Henry Co 30 Apr (ph. Kristie Nelson). Single Long-eared Owls were observed in Andrew Co 2 Mar (ph. Clint Wiederholt), New Madrid Co 11 Mar (ph. Tim Kavan), and Johnson Co 20 Mar (ph. Adrienne Hart); while up to 3 were at Riverlands and enjoyed by numerous observers 28 Mar- 9 Apr (Connie Allwood, m. obs.). Doug Willis tallied the season’s high count of 24 Short-eared Owls at Loess Bluffs 15 Mar, where two individuals of this species were also the season’s last 17 Apr (Don Merz). The season’s only Prairie Falcon was at Grand Pass CA, Saline Co 9 Mar (Edge Wade, Jean Leonatti, Kathleen Anderson, Vickie Park).           

	 

	[image: Image]Kingbirds through Thrushes         

	Western Kingbirds arrived early, with the first in Joplin, Jasper Co (acc.) setting an earliest spring record by seven days 8 Apr (ph. †Madison Rodriguez), the next establishing a secondearliest spring record 14 Apr in Nodaway Co (Mark Robbins), and the third still quite early in Buchanan Co was 19 Apr (Clint Wiederholt). Early Olivesided Flycatchers included one at Seventy-Six CA, Perry Co 27 Apr (ph. Joshua Uffman) and another at 3M 

	Wetlands, Boone Co 29 Apr (ph. Sam Kohler, Hunter Tosto). A heard and welldescribed Acadian Flycatcher (acc.) set an earliest spring record 16 Apr in 

	Butler Co (†Holly Walz). Single Alder 

	Flycatchers at Weldon Spring CA, St. Charles Co (aud. Anne McCormack, m. obs.) and Van Meter SP, Saline Co (ph. Alisa Friedrich) tied the third-earliest spring record 4 May. A Least Flycatcher 21 Apr tied the second-earliest spring record at Little Creve Coeur Lake, St. Louis Co (Mike Zelowski). A White-eyed 

	Vireo heard singing at Little River CA, 

	Dunklin Co 31 Mar was a bit early (Todd 

	Green, Jacob Miranda), as was a 

	Philadelphia Vireo 22 Apr along Long-eared Owl, New Madrid Co  Darst Bottom Road, St. Charles Co (Bill 11 Mar 24. Photo Tim Kavan Rowe, Tom Parmeter).  

	 

	Single Northern Shrike reports came from Muskrat Lake, Buchanan Co 3 and 10 Mar (Clint Wiederholt, Doug Willis) and Lincoln Co 12 Mar (Henry Gorski, Jerry and Jane Hemmersmeyer, Raymond VanBuskirk). The season’s high of 74 Fish Crows was made at Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co 2 Apr (Paul McKenzie), and the furthest north record of this species during the season was two at Happy Holler Lake CA, Andrew Co 14 Apr (Clint Wiederholt). Tree Swallows arrived very near the start of season, with 6 at Marais Temps Clair, St. Charles Co 4 Mar (ph. Mike Thelen). An estimated 2000 Northern Rough-winged Swallows at Loess Bluffs 4 May set a record spring high count (Pete, Monacell, Paul McKenzie, m. obs.). Two 

	Barn Swallows set a second-earliest spring record 9 Mar in Polk Co (ph. Kelly Ormesher). A        Rock Wren (acc.) in St. Louis Co was Missouri’s thirteenth as a spring and fall transient (ph. †Alec Sonnek).  
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	Brambling, Taney Co 2 Apr 2024.  Photo Sheila Hinshaw 

	 

	A Townsend’s Solitaire continued from the winter season at Jerry Smith Park and Saeger Woods CA, Jackson Co 7 Mar (Jake Ray). A well described Gray-cheeked Thrush in Ripley Co 20-21 Apr was early (Cindy Price). 

	Carondelet Park, St. Louis City held the first Swainson’s Thrush (acc.) 8 

	Apr, establishing a record early arrival date for spring (ph. †Chrissy McClarren and Andy Reago), while the next in Jefferson Co 10 Apr became the second-earliest for spring (ph. Samuel Belley).    

	 

	Old World Sparrows through Towhees 

	Eurasian Tree Sparrows were photographed by many observers away from the Mississippi River corridor in Boone, Randolph, Audrain, Callaway, Montgomery, and Scotland Cos. The last American Pipit seen during the season was a late individual at Dresser Island Access, St. Charles Co 25 May (Aaron Jungbluth). A Sprague’s Pipit (acc.) was enjoyed by a lucky few at Bradford Research Farm, Boone Co 13-14 Apr (ph. †Joseph Mosley, †Judy Lincoln, †Colette Vranicar, †Pete Monacell, †Paul McKenzie, †Edge Wade, †Diane Bricmont, m. obs.).  A Brambling (acc.) at private residence in Saddlebrooke, Taney Co was a first Missouri record 2-4 Apr (ph. †Sheila Hinshaw, Gail Hinshaw). The Current River Pinery, Carter Co hosted 25 

	Red Crossbills 20 Mar (Kristen Heath-Acre), and 31 were tallied 3 Apr (Nathan Goldberg, ph. Raymond VanBuskirk) and subsequently identified by Matt Young as Type 2 and Type 4 based on recordings. Finally, single female-type was videoed in Becky Wylie’s Newton Co yard 14 May. A female  Lesser Goldfinch (acc.) was Missouri’s tenth record at Becky Swearingen’s home, Greene Co 14 Mar (ph. †Klee Goes), while a black-backed male was 

	 

	
Missouri’s eleventh record 12        -14 May in Buffalo, Dallas Co (†Kendell Loyd on behalf of observers). Russell Myers’s Iron Co yard held the season high count of 225 Pine Siskins 1 Mar, and 2 remained there 31 May.  

	 

	Up to 27 Smith’s Longspurs were at 

	Bradford Research Farm, Boone Co 21 Mar-13 Apr (John Besser, ph. Paul McKenzie, ph. Colette Vranicar, ph. Chris Barrigar, Brenda Morris); two were at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 7 Apr (Jacob Tsikoyak), and the season’s high of 62 were at Bilby Ranch Lake CA, Nodaway Co 14 Apr (Mark 

	Robbins). A Lark Sparrow at Sand 
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	Smith’s Longspur, Bradford Farm, 

	Boone Co 5 Apr 24 

	Photo Paul McKenzie 

	 

	
Prairie CA, Scott Co was a bit early 30 Mar (ph. Daniel Hite). A Claycolored Sparrow in Dade Co 4 Apr tied the earliest spring arrival record (Nathan Goldberg, Raymond VanBuskirk). A careful count of 280 Whitecrowned Sparrows at Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co 27 Mar set a record high count for spring (ph. Paul McKenzie), while this season’s last along the Mississippi River Greenway, St. Louis Co tied the second-latest spring record 30 May (Maureen Thomas-Murphy). One to two Harris’s Sparrows, rare in the east, were enjoyed by many observers at six St. Louis area sites 13 Mar-6 May. Paul McKenzie tallied a record high spring count of 300 each 

	Song Sparrows and Swamp Sparrows at Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co 27 Mar. Spotted Towhees had a good showing in the east with 1-2 at seven sites through 23 Apr (m. obs.).   

	 

	Chats through Buntings 

	Yellow-breasted Chats arrived record early, with one (acc.) at Mingo 8 Apr (†Chris Barrigar) and another (acc.) the following day in Buchanan Co (†Doug Willis).  

	The season’s first Orchard Oriole tied the second-earliest arrival record in Oregon Co 14 Apr (Cindy Bridges), while 59 at Loess Bluffs was the season’s high 19 May (Terry McNeely). Chillicothe Access, Livingston Co held a male Bullock’s Oriole (acc.) 11 Apr (ph. Steven Romo, with documentation submitted by †Joshua Uffman). A single Rusty Blackbird at Marais Temps Clair CA, St. Charles Co 28 Apr ties the third latest spring record (ph. Nicholas Renz).  

	 

	A heard only Black-and-White Warbler was quite early 13 Mar in St. Louis Co (Randy Korotev). Two to three Swainson’s Warblers (acc.) set an early spring arrival record at Greer Crossing Recreation Area, Oregon Co 14-15 Apr (†Jacob Miranda, Paige Brewer, Todd Green, †Reva Dow). North  of where their expected range, and presumably returning for the fourth year in a row, one individual was recorded along the Weldon Spring CA-Lost Valley Trail, St. Charles Co 15-30 May (aud. Robert Bailey). A rather late 

	Nashville Warbler was at Little Creve Coeur Lake, St. Louis Co 25 May 

	(Natalie Rekittke). Outside of the St. Louis area, the only Connecticut 

	Warbler was at Rock Bridge SP, Boone Co 19 May (aud. Shelby Thomas). A Mourning Warbler at Weston Bend SP, Platte Co 30 Apr was early (ph. Betty Lou Peckham). Sugar Camp NF Scenic Byway, Barry Co held an impressive 24 Hooded Warblers 27 Apr (Dave Williams, m. obs.). Outside of their expected range, single male Cerulean Warblers were nice surprises at Sugar Creek CA, Adair Co 6 May (ph. Peter Kondrashov), Weston Bend SP, Platte Co 16 May (Susan Rohrmeier, Becky Selzer), and Rock Bridge SP, Boone Co 20 May (aud. Pete Monacell, Sarah Kendrick). A Baybreasted Warbler (acc.) at Lake Springfield, Greene Co established an earliest spring record 20 Apr (ph. †Craig Alexander). The first Blackburnian Warbler was on the early side at McCormack Lake Recreation Area, Oregon Co 15 Apr (Reva Dow), and the last of the season was in St. Louis 

	City 31 May (Rachael Caballero). The first Black-throated Blue Warbler 

	(acc.) was record early 14 Apr in Mark Twain NF—McCormack Lake 

	Recreation Area, Oregon Co 14 Apr (†Jacob Miranda, Todd Green, Paige 

	Brewer) and the only other, a female, was at Honey Creek CA, Andrew Co (Doug Willis). The first Yellow-throated Warbler (acc.) was record early for spring by one day 16 Mar at Shoal Creek Conservation Education Center, Newton Co (†Jeff Cantrell), and another at Monkey Mountain CA, Holt Co 8 May was the most northwestern report (aud. Mark Robbins).  

	 

	Single Lazuli Buntings were observed 17 Apr in Jackson Co (Raymond 

	[image: Image]Dake); 30 Apr-1 May in Platte Co (ph. David Tanner, m. obs.); a different Platte Co residence 28 Apr-5 May (Suzy and Dean Rush, m. obs.); and by many at Terry McNeely’s home, Daviess Co 5-

	10 May. The season’s first Painted Bunting established a second-earliest spring record 24 Apr in Jasper Co (Amera Wild). Outside of the usual locations, female-types were observed in Jackson Co (acc.) 29 Apr (ph. 

	Ruth Simmons), and Carondelet 

	Park, St. Louis City (acc.) 2 May 

	Lesser Goldfinch, Greene Co 14 Mar 24       (ph. †Chrissy McClarren and 

	Photo Klee Goes       Andrew Reago).  

	        

	eBird data and seasonal reports submitted from observers were the primary data sources for this report. Thank you very much to Allen Gathman, Bill 

	Rowe, and Pete Monacell for reviewing this document. Their comments and   suggestions greatly enhanced the quality of the report. 
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	Missouri Summer Seasonal Report        1 Jun – 31 Jul 2024 
Allen Gathman 


	June 2024 continued a multi-year warming trend, with the Missouri average temperature 2.8 degrees above the twentieth-century baseline, while rainfall was near average.  July, on the other hand, brought slightly below-average temperatures and wet conditions.  July rainfall statewide was 1.84 inches above average, helped by the remnants of Hurricane Beryl, which dropped significant rain on the southeastern part of the state in early July. All of the state was drought free by the end of the season.   

	 

	The summer’s most notable sighting was a first summer record of 

	American Pipit. Two Laughing Gulls away from the Mississippi River were accidental. Casual in summer were Red-breasted Merganser, Western Grebe, and Dark-eyed Junco.  

	 

	Note: Observers marked with a dagger (†) have submitted documentation to the Missouri Bird Records Committee (MBRC), and records marked (acc.) have been accepted by the MBRC. 

	 

	 

	WATERFOWL 

	 

	A Greater White-fronted Goose, probably injured, was at Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co, 10-15 Jul (ph. Jeff Ryczek, Judy Lincoln, ph. Colette 

	Vranicar, ph. Kelly Ormesher). Two Northern Shovelers were at Duck Creek CA, Wayne Co, 12 Jun (Mark Hahn, Mark Haas) and a single bird was at Tingler Prairie CA, Howell Co, 10 Jul (ph. Reva Dow).  Up to three Gadwall were found in six counties. Three Northern Pintail were at 

	Loess Bluffs 8 Jun (ph. Terry McNeely), a single bird was at Ginger Pond, Laclede Co 8 and 20 Jun (ph. Zach Haring, ph. Garrett Haring), and two were at Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 24 Jun (ph. Jim Landrum). The only 

	Canvasback of the season was at Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 24 Jun 

	(ph. Jim Landrum). Single Ring-necked Ducks were in Glenallen, 

	Bollinger Co 7 Jun (Alan Brant) and at Riverlands 29 Jun (ph. Alex 

	Bryant). A single Lesser Scaup was at Riverlands 5-15 Jun (ph. Andy 

	Reago and Chrissy McClarren, m. obs.), and one was at Smithville Lake, Clay Co 28 Jun (ph. Michael Guthrie). A Red-breasted Merganser (acc.), casual in summer, was at Busch CA, St. Charles Co 6–9 Jun (ph. Jennifer Dusenberry, ph. Gavin Howe, ph. Bill Rowe†, Robert Cejka, Mike Valenta).        

	 

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	Red-breasted Merganser, Busch CA, St Charles Co 5 Jun 24 

	Photo Gavin Howe 

	 

	GROUSE through CRANE 

	 

	A Ruffed Grouse was at Drury-Mincy CA, Taney Co 6 Jul (Greg 

	Courtney).  Doug Willis† (ph.) found a single Western Grebe (acc.), casual in summer, at Smithville Lake, Clay Co 19 Jun.  Single Greater 

	Roadrunners were in Douglas, Greene, Stone, Taney, and Webster Cos, all in the southwestern part of the state. Single Black-billed Cuckoos were at Mussel Fork CA, Linn Co 2 Jun (Jacob Tsikoyak); William M. Klein Park, Jackson Co 12 Jun (Adam Mitchell); Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co 1 Jul (Jenna and Nicholas March); Belton, Cass Co 3 and 23 Jul (Thomas Martin); Orrick, Ray Co 10 Jul (Doug Willis); and Riverlands 20 Jul (aud. Andy 

	Reago and Chrissy McClarren. Up to two Black-billed Cuckoos were at 

	Columbia Bottom CA 22 – 27 Jul (m. obs.).  A Sora was in City of Columbia Wetland Unit#1, Boone Co 1 Jun (Carol Weston) and one in Unit #4, 21 Jun and 15 Jul (aud. Jim Gast); two at Lake Contrary, Buchanan Co 18 Jul (Tom Nagel, Brent Galliart) and one in Matthews, New Madrid Co (Tim 

	Kavan). One or two Common Gallinules were at Loess Bluffs 6 Jun–28 

	Jul (m. obs.); two at Duck Creek CA, Bollinger Co 23 Jun and 21 Jul (Jim 

	Landrum, ph. Billy McCaslin); one at Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 2–22 

	Jul (Holly Coates, ph. Pete Monacell, Sam Lewis); two at Mingo NWR,  

	Stoddard Co 11 Jul (Diane Bricmont, David Dean); two at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 20 Jul (Jacob Tsikoyak); and one at Lake Contrary, Buchanan Co 28 Jul (Brent Galliart, ph. Tom Nagel).  Up to three        Sandhill Cranes were at Loess Bluffs 1 Jun–16 Jul (Steven Romo, ph. Patty Berry, m. obs.); up to eight at BK Leach CA, Lincoln Co 17 Jun–28 Jul (Cornelius Alwood, 

	m. obs.); two at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 20 Jul (ph. Jacob Tsikoyak, Paul Herbers); three at Clarence Cannon NWR, Pike Co 26 Jul (Henry Gorski); and two at Nodaway Valley CA, Andrew Co 27 Jul (ph. Mark Robbins). 

	 

	 

	SHOREBIRDS 

	 

	 An American Avocet was at Horseshoe Lake, Buchanan Co 2 Jun (Clint Wiederholt); three were at Loess Bluffs 8 Jun (ph. Terry McNeely); one was at Fountain Grove CA, Livingston Co 14 Jun (ph. Jacob Tsikoyak, Steven Romo); one was at Fountain Grove CA, Linn Co 14 Jun (Jacob Tsikoyak); one was at Riverlands 15–19 Jun (Bill Rowe, m. obs.); and two were in 

	Vernon Co 3 Jul (Taylor Jones). One to two Black-bellied Plover were at 

	Riverlands 1–2 Jun (m. obs.); two were at Mound City, Holt Co 23 Jul (Andrew Rights); and one was nearby at Loess Bluffs 26 Jul. The season’s lone Whimbrel was at Riverlands 5 Jun (ph. Diane Bricmont, m.obs.). Two Hudsonian Godwits were at Riverlands 1-2 Jun (m. obs.), and one was at 

	Loess Bluffs 6–8 Jun (ph. Doug Willis, ph. Terry McNeely). Short-billed 

	Dowitchers were in 10 counties, all in July, with the high count of four at 

	Clarence Cannon NWR, Pike Co 10 Jul (Gail Gagnon). Single American 
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	       White Ibis, Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 11 Jul 24 

	Photo Diane Bricmont 

	Woodcock         were at Weldon Spring CA, St. Charles Co 10 Jun (ph. Gail 

	Gagnon); Rocky Fork Lakes CA, Boone Co 18 Jun (Kai Frueh); Eagleville, Harrison Co 23 Jun (Diane Bricmont, Randy Schiller); and West Alton, St. Charles Co 2 Jul (Mollie and Tyler Ficker).  A Wilson’s Snipe was at 

	Fountain Grove CA, Linn Co 13 Jul (Jacob Tsikoyak), and four were at Loess Bluffs 24 Jul (Don Merz).  The only Wilson’s Phalarope of the season was at Loess Bluffs 1 Jun (Steven Romo).  A Red-necked Phalarope, continuing from spring, was at Riverlands 2–3 Jun (m. obs.).  

	Single Willets were at Truman Dam, Benton Co 9 Jul (Mark Robbins) and Mark Twain SP, Monroe Co 10 Jul (Edge Wade).  As many as 14 Dunlin were at Riverlands 1–3 Jun (m. obs.), and one was at Big Muddy NFWR, St Louis Co 1 Jun (Henry Gorski).  White-rumped Sandpipers were in 

	Boone, Cass, Greene, Holt, Jasper, and St Charles Cos., from early to midJune; the latest this summer was at Riverlands 17 Jun (Bill Rowe, Alexander Viduetsky).   

	 

	 

	GULLS through FLYCATCHERS 

	 

	A Laughing Gull (acc.), accidental in summer away from the Mississippi 

	River, was moving between Linn and Livingston Cos at Fountain Grove CA 

	16 Jun (ph. Jacob Tsikoyak†, ph. Steven Romo, Jeff Folkerts), and another 

	Laughing Gull (acc.) was at Schell-Osage CA, St Clair Co 15 Jul (ph. Bob Estes†). Eight Franklin’s Gulls were at Loess Bluffs 1 Jun (Steven Romo); one was in Matthews, New Madrid Co 1 Jun (Anthony Jones); up to five were at Riverlands 5–10 Jun (Andy Reago & Chrissy McClarren, David Becher, ph. Joshua Hedlund, Cathy Spahn); and two were at Smithville Lake, Clay Co 16–17 Jul (ph. Doug Willis). An American Herring Gull was at Riverlands 17–21 Jul (Brent Schindewolf, Andrew May). A Common Tern was at Riverlands 10 Jun (Bill Rowe, Tom Parmeter). Two Common Loons were at Smithville Lake, Clay Co 2 Jun –17 Jul (m. obs.), and one was at Stockton Lake, Cedar Co 18 Jul (Grace Jordan). Single Least Bitterns were at Loess Bluffs 8 Jun (Terry McNeely); Miller Reserve, Scott Co 20 Jun (Paige Rhyne); Eagle Bluffs CA, Boone Co 4 Jul (Paul McKenzie); and BK Leach CA, Lincoln Co 8 Jul (Henry Gorski, Raymond VanBuskirk). Two Least Bitterns were at Loess Bluffs 6 Jul (Doug Willis). Two to three White Ibis were at Otter Slough CA, Stoddard Co 9–22 Jul (ph., m. obs.); two were at Duck Creek CA, Bollinger Co 19 Jul (ph. Judy Bergmann); and two were in Matthews, New Madrid Co 28 Jul (Tim Kavan).  A single White -faced Ibis was at Muskrat Lake, Buchanan Co 12 Jun (Clint Wiederholt).   

	 

	One to two Northern Harriers were at Ten Mile Pond CA, Mississippi Co 

	7 and 21 Jul (Tim Kavan); one was in New Madrid Co 11 Jul (Jacob Shoemaker); one was in Dudley, Stoddard Co 22 Jul (Sam Lewis); one was at Little River CA, Dunklin Co 23 Jul (Hal Mitchell); and one was in Matthews, New Madrid Co 31 Jul (Karin Pelton). A single        Sharp-shinned 

	Hawk was at Peck Ranch, Carter Co 7–10 Jul (ph. John Garrett, Holly 

	Coates). Two Barn Owls were in Harrison Co 3 Jun (Carson Jones); one 

	was in Carrolton, Carroll Co 5 Jul (Cindy Harness); and one was at Mora  CA, Benton Co 26 Jul (Jacob Decker).   

	 

	Single Olive-sided Flycatchers were at Settle’s Ford CA, Cass Co 3 Jun (Carson Jones) and Imperial, Jefferson Co 11 Jun (Joe Eades).  A Yellowbellied Flycatcher was at Tower Grove Park, St Louis City 1–2 Jun (ph. 

	John Amoroso, Rachael Cabellero).  An Alder Flycatcher was at 

	Castlewood SP, St Louis Co 1 Jun (David Bode), and another at 3M 

	Wetlands, Boone Co 3 Jun (Julie Fisher, Lori Hagglund, Lottie Bushmann).  

	Single Least Flycatchers were at Cardinal Valley Trail, Jasper Co 1 Jun 

	(Sonja Cook); Benton Co 1 Jun (Jacob Decker); Bellefontaine Cemetery, St 

	Louis City 2 Jun (Amy Rengel, Matt Schamberger); Peck Ranch CA, Carter Co 4 Jun (Ravynn Garcia); and Indian Hills CA, Scotland Co 5 Jun (Dillon Freiburger).   

	 

	WREN through WARBLERS 

	 

	Three Marsh Wrens  were at Bob Brown CA, Holt Co 6 Jun (Doug Willis) and a single was there 27 Jul (aud. Mark Robbins); one was at Worthwine Island CA, Andrew Co 8 Jun (Clint Wiederholt); six were at Loess Bluffs 6 

	Jul (Doug Willis), and a lone individual was also there 28 Jul (Jacob 

	Tsikoyak); one was in Lucerne, Putnam Co 18 Jul (aud. Steven Romo, Jeff 

	Folkerts); one was at Swan Lake NWR, Chariton Co 20 Jul (Jacob 

	Tsikoyak); two to three were at Lake Contrary, Buchanan Co 23–28 Jul 

	(aud. Tom Nagel, Joanne Dial, Brent Galliart); and one was at Riverlands 

	27 Jul (Sally Edwards). A Swainson’s Thrush was by the Elk River, McDonald Co 1 Jun (Dillon Freiburger, Braden Farris); one was at a private home in St Louis City 1 Jun (Kyle Smarko); another was at a private home in Platte Co 1 Jun (Regina Shaw-Ellis); one was at a private home in Jasper Co 2 Jun (David Ackiss); and one was at Eagle Lake, Phelps Co 3 Jun (Jerry Decker).  Missouri’s first summer record of American Pipit (acc.) was found along Contrary Creek Road in Buchanan Co 8 Jun (ph. Tom Nagel†). Russel Myers (ph.) had one to two Pine Siskins in his Iron Co yard 1–2 Jun; one was in a private yard in Boone Co 2–16 Jun (Jean Leonatti); one was in a yard in Livingston Co 2 Jun (ph. Steven Romo); and one was in a yard in St Louis Co 25 Jun (ph. Randy Schiller).   

	 

	A Dark-eyed Junco (acc.), casual in summer, was at Katy Trail SP – Cooper’s Landing Access, Boone Co 4 Jul (ph. Reed Gerdes†). A Whitethroated Sparrow, casual in summer, was in Bel Ridge, St Louis Co 10 

	Jun (aud. by an anonymous eBirder). Up to nine Yellow-headed 

	Blackbirds were at Loess Bluffs 6 Jun–24 Jul (Doug Willis, Terry McNeely, Kipp Paulsen, Don Arney, Kira Middleton, Don Merz); and one was at Bilby Ranch Lake CA, Nodaway Co 19 Jun (Bob White). A Western Meadowlark was in Harrison Co 1 Jun (Chris Jerome), and another was found in that county 17 Jun (Kipp Paulsen); one was at Hamilton City Lake,  Caldwell Co 30 Jun (Marica O’Bara); and one was at Conception Abbey, Nodaway Co 18 Jul (Mark Robbins).   

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	American Pipit, Buchanan Co 8 Jun 24 

	Photo Tom Nagel 

	 

	Two to three Swainson’s Warblers were at Mark Twain NF – Greer 

	Crossing Recreation Area, Oregon Co 2 Jun–6 Jul (aud. Robert Bailey, Holly Coates, Jacob Miranda, Cindy Bridges, Jeff Baughman, Pablo Quezada); four were at Mark Twain NF – McCormack Lake 7 Jun (Jacob Miranda, Paige Brewer); one was in Donaldson Point CA, New Madrid Co 7 Jun (Tim Kavan); one to two were in Whitten, Oregon Co 25–29 Jun (Jacob Miranda); and one was at Weldon Spring CA—Lost Valley Trail, St Charles Co 27 Jun (aud. Anne McCormack, John Tomlinson, David Becher, Peggy Oates, 

	Sharon Lu). A Tennessee Warbler was at Peck Ranch CA, Carter Co 10 

	Jun (Reva Dow). A Magnolia Warbler was in Jefferson City, Cole Co 1 Jun 

	(ph. Steve Griffaw), and one was at Mark Twain NF—McCormack Lake, Oregon Co 2 Jun (Holly Coates). A Blackpoll Warbler was at a private home in Clay Co 2 Jun (Molly Spoon). A Wilson’s Warbler was in Forest Park, St Louis City 11 Jun (ph. Stephanie Cullinan). 

	  

	 

	 

	 

	   

	        

	Abbreviations:  

	aud. — Audio recording CA — Conservation Area 

	Co — County 

	m. obs. — Multiple observers NWR — National Wildlife Refuge 

	ph. — Photo SP — State Park  

	Riverlands — Riverlands Migratory Bird Sanctuary, St Charles Co Loess Bluffs — Loess Bluffs National Wildlife Refuge, Holt Co 
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	Missouri Bird Conservation Initiative: Bill Eddleman 

	 

	Conservation Partnership Coordinator: Edge Wade 

	 

	Bluebird Mailing Coordinator:  Lottie Bushmann 

	 

	Missouri Bird Records Committee: 

	       Chair: Pete Monacell 

	       Secretary: Bill Rowe 

	       Voting Members:   Cory Gregory, Kendell Loyd, Kristi Mayo, Pete 

	              Monacell, Marky Mutchler, Mary Nemecek, Josh Uffman 
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	ADDRESS CHANGES 

	 

	If you move to a new address or you register a temporary address with the post office, please let MBS know. For an address change, just send me an email with your new address, or mail me a note. If it is a temporary address, do the same thing, but also let me know the date of your return and whether you want THE BLUEBIRD sent to your temporary address or held and sent after you return home. You can also change your address anytime on your own by logging into your profile at MOBIRDS.ORG. Thank you! 

	 

	Greg Leonard 

	MBS Membership Chair 

	2101 W. Broadway, PMB 122 

	Columbia, MO 65203-1261 

	(573) 443-8263 egreg2@yahoo.com 
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